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EDITORIAL
Merit system best
for picking judges

nder the state’s century-old system
B@l | of nominating Superior Court
judges in their home district and
electing them statewide, eight GOP
candidates were the top vote-getters
in Tuesday’s general election. But
because the N.C. Republican Party
had ded U.S. District Judge
James Fox that the system was unfair, two of those
candidates may never reach the bench.
In an order growing out of a GOP lawsuit, Fox

two Republicans who won in statewide balloting but
lost in their home districts will not take office.

Tronically, the GOP was right - at least until

's GOP landslide. mmmmu;ﬁmsymmwof

electing Superior Court judges iti
favored Democrats because North Carolina has far
more regis d D than (bli

The GOP’s dilemma provides dramatic evidence
of the need for a better system of selecting the
judici:ry.’l'hepmeemhmbefnmi.mdinpgliﬁmf:r
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Welcome to two more years of gridlock%ﬁ.{

speaker defeated since 1860) and curmud-
EfeonRep.JnkB%Tmelm

fatigue. He'd called an East Room news confer-
ence to explain What It All Means.

The prez would have been better off taking a
nap. His answers rambled in a maze of di

\ery

“m—lﬂﬂﬁh—w—.&w

What you heard from Clinton, though, was
the same ritual, post-election hypocrisy mouthed
by Republ Voters are tired of

tions, a meditative seance.

At moments Clinton blamed anti-Washington,
anti-incumbent fever, despite exit polls showing
anti-Democratic, anti-Clinton anger: “They don’t
like the way they see business done here. Govern-
ment’s behind the eight ball.”

Other moments, Clinton spin-doctored the na-
tion’s rebellion: “They told us, ‘Look, two years
ago we made one change. Now we make another
change. We want you to keep moving this country
forward, accelerate the pace.”

al Chairman David Wilhelm’s candor: “We got our
butts beat.”

squabbling, so we'll play nice.

“I wanted to tell you up front, we're ready to
cooperate,” Bob Dole phoned Clinton.

But anyone expecting cozy sweetness be-
tween Clinton and GOP fire eaters must believe in
Peter Pan. Whitewater alone will be a lightning
rod. Sen. D'Amato, who has the temperament of

Already Gingrich, the avenging House speaker,
shows his fangs by warning Clinton & Co.: Don’t
shred evidence.

“Key documents or official papers could be re-
moved,” Gingrich served notice on Democrats.
“Ensure that no documents, paper or electronic,
be destroyed.”

Yep, the gouging, biting and rabbit punching

JAMES KILPATRICK

to
affairs of politics, yet they
are forced to campnignyufbog{nﬁce like any other
candidate. Many of the betterd beggmg)7r\mpet:t:sf are ;tn: off by
the idea of raising money an ing for votes.
Former Chief Justice of the N.C. Supreme Court
James Exum has called partisan elections “the
darkest storm cloud on the judicial horizon ...” Many
judges and attorneys agree, including two Supreme
Court candidates on Tuesday’s ballot — Republican
Bob Orr (who won) and Democrat Jim Fuller.
The General Assembly ought to make reform of
the selection system a high priority during the 1995
session. Merit selection is the best way to go - with a
non-partisan issil inati: did:
based on their professional qualifications and the
governor choosing from the field of nominees,
An appointment process similar to the federal
system would also work. The governor would
i didates to be confirmed or rejected by

the Legislature.
Either method would be preferable to what we
have now.

To illustrate how out-of-touch - or how politically
correct - some people can be in the “Inoffensive Age
of Sensitivity,” consider this headline from the
Northwest Herald in Crystal Lake, IlL.:

“Atomic bombers criticize Enola homosexual
exhibit,” referring to the World War IT exhibit about
ﬁniAlnmahGnyntuxeSmhhmnimlmﬁhdm

king of the educationally chall

g of ly
University of North Carolina poll reported by
syndicated columnist Richard Morin found that only
one out of five Tar Heel residents knows the names of
our two U.S. senators. Jesse Helms was news to 43
percent and 80 percent failed to recall the name of
fellow Republican Lauch Faircloth.

Don't despair, Tar Heels. Morin says a similar
poll in Texas revealed that 75 percent couldn’t name
either of that state’s senators, one of whom -
Republican Phil Gramm - has made noises about a
run for the White House. (That's where the president
lives in Washington, D.C., cowboys and cowgirls.)

Wise decision on housing
Despite the initial reservations of four of its
members, Asheville City Council acted wisely when it
approved plans by a private developer to build 42
for low-income elderly

along Martin
Luther King Boulevard.

David Douglas of Greenville, 8.C., will use private
financing and federal grants to build Mountain Spring
Amummmmm&hmmywmun
apartments over to a non-profit group or the city.

Ironically, the plans originally were opposed by
three council members who campaigned a year ago
about how difficult it was to do business with the city.
Yet here was a man trying to deliver the city a pre-
dedallorlddiﬂondbmdmmuvwldm
cost the city a and City Council had him hopping
through hoops for approval.

Finally, after two public hearings, eouncil
members Chris Peterson, Carr Swicegood and Gary
McClure changed their minds and approved the
project. Leni Sitnick was the other turn-around vote.
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Hill/Thomas case revisited

negative - that he never tried to date Hill when
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say hello,” Incredible,
Is this how a terribly offended woman - a
woman of high principle ~ acts toward a man
E had “h s

A

B EhBS

of the 1996 race has started. The inter-party fight*"’
ing will make the last two years look like beanbag. ",
Democratic guerrillas will resort to obstructionist
tactics they scorned. Republicans, lusting for the™”
’96 White House, will try to steamroll Clinton. But,
they lack votes to defeat filibusters or vetoes. Ah; ~
{.he paradox: Americans revolted for more grid-'"

Asked about a Harry Truman-style come-~
back, Clinton shrugged, “I think people are sick of "
this election.”

He’s got that right.

But whatever impatient Americans wanted,”
they'll get two years of nastiness, bombast and,”;

Fasten your seat belts, it’s going to be a
bumpy ride. '

Grady is a syndicated columnist who writes
for The Philadelphia Daily News. &

Government
helps boosts N.C::
health rating

her? M&A explain feebly that at one point Thomas
had moderated his behavior toward Hill; besides,
she was ambitious and he was important to her
professional career. In effect, she went along to
get along. So much for principle.

cusations as
My own after the
books and the hearings record, is that Anita Hill

MﬂaHmh-beewnumlnyndbuvlm-:
martyr with a million-dollar publishing contract,
Her ordeal has ended. Not 0 with Justice Thom-
umunhlunmma.u, his ordeal
goes on.

Kilpatrick is a syndicated columnist.

The following editorial is an excerpt from the’
P o Oh g

l.iahvyllm says government ean't do something;
it

The latest news about the nation's health lists”
North Carolina as the “most improved” state
mmgmew,mdngﬂmnmmhutyear'xﬂst‘
to 30th in this year's. :

Three reasons: A 15 percent decrease in cigd-’
rette smoking, a 15 percent drop in motor vehicle
deaths, and a decrease in infant mortality from
lo}a%hﬂmwl,mlivebhhn.
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