TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31,1995 / F

VALLEY NEW

HARRIS: Gaffes in the House of Horrors

Continued from B1

Had Gov. Wilson actually served
on the Simpson jury, he'd at least
have had an alibi for the failure of
his presidential campaign. (Confu-
sion may have stemmed from the
fact the Wilson campaign, not
unlike a juror, was collecting $5 per

Step inside. Don't be scared.
Some corrections, of course, are
not fit to reprint. Like Halloween
itself, the Harris House of Horrors
is scary but fun. Here we have that
famous photo of President Truman
gleefully holding aloft a front page
banner shouting “Dewey Defeats
Truman.”

Yes, a newspaper’s misery is
often a source of general mirth.
‘The New Yorker, that august,
snooty magazine, often likes to
point this out, often with a pithy
comment at the end:

Ensemble Theatre Project pre-
sents John Ford Noonan's “A Cou-
pla White Chicks Sitting Around
Talking” through May at the Old
Alechama Theatre. . . For reserva-
tions and ticket information call
(805) 962-6252. (DO NOT USE
UNLESS GOOD PHONE NUMBER
CAN BE FOUND AND SPELLING
OF PLAY AND THEATER VERI-
FIED.)

—Los Angeles Times

o

Too late.

Well, har de har har.

It is the rare mistake that at-
tracts wide public notice. Most are
faxed from newsroom to newsroom
or appear in journalism reviews,
(We are indebted to Steve Harvey,
author of “Only In L.A.," for shar-
ing his research, if not his errors.)

One mistake that did achieve a
certain public acclaim appeared
last year in the Northwest Herald
of Crystal Lake, Ill. The Correction
of the Year for 1994 concerned a
headline that ran above a story

about the controversy over the
Smithsonian Institution’s exhibit of
the Enola Gay, the famed B-29
Superfortress that dropped the
atomic bomb on Hiroshima in 1945:

Atomic Bombers Criticize
Enola Homosezual Ezhibit

a

How do such things happen? A
Herald copy editor realized that
the newspapers style g\udelmee
prefers “homosexual” to *
Besides, the headline fit the coi-
umn better.

“Due to an editing error” or “due
to a production error” has become
an increasingly common phrase in
editorial corrections, partly be-
cause it's in a newspaper’s interest
to protect a reporter’s credibility,
and partly because it's the nature
of reporters to point fingers and
browbeat editors. It's our job.

By and large, these are honest
mistakes. We don’t make this stuff
up. Honest. People tell us stories
and it's our job to put them in the
paper. Alas, sometimes reporters
are a bit too trusting.

I was working in San Diego
when the rival San Diego Tribune
ran a real tearjerker. The next day,
it ran this dazzling retraction:

In a story Saturday, The Tribune
incorrectly reported that a guide dog
owned bv ablind 7-year-old boy was

The boy, Robert Maurice, son of
Lila Maurice of Ramona, is not
blind, and the dog, which does not
belong to the boy and is not a guide
dog, has been found.

The story was based on a police
report and from information pro-
vided by a relative.

The Tribune regrets the errors.

o
‘Whew. The Providence Journal-
Bulletin once corrected a remark-
able Mother’s Day story about a

106-year-old woman who gave
birth to her last child at the age 62.
Turned out the woman was 82 and
gave birth to her last child at age
44. One of the woman's daughters
was the source, “She exaggerated a
bit,” another daughter said of her
“well-intentioned” sister.

Naturally our tour now leads to
the Hall of “Say What?""

It is here you'll find the Michigan
Chronicle’s 1985 correction con-
cerning a story about a congress-
man’s family: “The matriarch was
known to Fauntroy family mem-

as 'Big Ma,’ not 'Big
Mouth’ as report.ed

And here we find a college
professor quoted on page one in the
Oakland Tribune: “This probably
won't stop the Iron Ass (federal
government) from making raids in
the Eastbay.” What the professor
really said, as noted the next day,
wag: “This probably won'’t stop the
N ”

Finally, take a good look at my
nominee for 1995 Correction of the
Year. It ran, deliciously, in The
New Yorker under the heading
“Rough Trade.”

Editor's Note: A mistake made by
a transcription service mangles
quotation from William Bennett in
Michael Kelly's July 17th Letter
from Washington. In criticizing the
political views of Patrick Buchanan,
Mr. Bennett said “it's a real us-and-
them kind of thing,” not, as we
reported, “it’s a real S & M kind of
thing.”

It hurts so good.

Scott Harris’ column appears
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays.
Readers may write to Harris at the
Times Valley Edition, 20000 Prairie
St., Chatsworth 91311. Please in-
clude a phone number. Address
‘TimesLink or Prodigy e-mail to
YQTUS9A (via the Internet:
YQTU59A @prodigy.com).

DUMP: Alternatives to Closure Proposed

Continued from B1
wrestling with the Lopez Canyon
controversy for years.

Sones said the options to accept
only trash from the East Valley
were proposed because, many
years ago, Lopez Canyon served
only the East Valley while other
landfills served the rest of the city.
Eventually, the other city dumps
closed, leaving Lopez Canyon to
serve the entire city, he said.

But by taking trash only from
the East Valley, the city would
dramatically reduce the use of
Lopez Canyon. The East Valley
generates about 800 tons, or 22%,
of the 3,700 tons of trash the city
puts into Lopez Canyon each day,
Sones said.

The City Council is scheduled

today to discuss a recycling plan
that includes options for closing
Lopez Canyon. However, city offi-
cials say it is unlikely that the
council will use the occasion to
;’?l‘llke a final decision on the land-

Despite the Bureau of Sanita-
tion’s attempt to provide compro-
mise alternatives, landfill oppo-
nents say they will not accept
anything less than closing the
dump when its operating permit
expires in February.

“Clearly, what the Bureau of
Sanitation is doing is trying to
confuse the issue and delay the
process to push the city in a corner
with no other option but to extend
the life of the landfill,” said Coun-
cilman Richard Alarcon, a long-

time dump opponent who repre-
sents the Lake View Terrace area.

He said extending the life of the
landfill past the permit deadline
would break a promise the city
made in 1991 when officials adopt-
ed the last extension and promised
to seek no further extensions.

Roger Klemm, a member of the
Lake View Terrace Improvement
Assn,, said he and other residents
near the landfill will not be ap-
peased by any of the alternatives
because they don’t trust the city to
keep its promises anymore.

“If the bureau and/or the city
had any credibility with the com-
munity, we might believe them,
but every time we turn around we
feel like we get screwed,” he said.
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