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Health Insurance Must Be Extended

nhower health program for
ffers the nation a choice of
weapons to meet the critical problem of
medical care for those millions of Amer-
icans who are annually bowled over by
the high cost of catastrophic illness

1.—Legislation to permit “pooling of
risks" by private companies so that they
can offer broader benefits and expanded
coverage in health insurance.

2—The old, dog-eared federal “rein-
surance” plan which got nowhere in Con
gress in 1954 and 1955

If no “practical and useful methods
can be worked out on a riskssharing
basis, the President indicates that he

might revive “reinsurance”
mended cure

The flexible nature of the proposal will
help neither system win wide support. It
is merely another illustration of Ike's
rather over-cautious attitude toward the
whole problem of medical care. His ears
are undoubtedly still ringing from shouts
of “socialized medicine” raised when he
first proposed that Uncle Sam should
assume some of the financial risk that
private health insurance groups would
incur by expanding eoverage and bene-
fits.

The charges were unfair and without
foundation. The reinsurance plan was a
serfectly reasonable method of easing a
serious national problem. Furthermore,
it fitted the President’s well known con-
servativeliberal concept of the govern-
ment’s welfare role—that government
should leave the people to “their own
enterprise and initiative.” but that it has
an obligation to alleviate “unavoidable
misfortune and distres

Those last four words properly deseribe
a situation existing in the United States
today. It was reported last year that tha

as a recom-

nation’s medical bill was running over
§10 billion—an increase of $3 billion
since 1948. Of this sum more than 25 per
cent was covered by some form of pre-
paid health insurance.

But what about the rest of the nation’s
population?

Millions have to serap their budgets,
dig imlo savings or go into debt to pay
as much as $7.5 billion for doctors, hos-
pitals, nurses, dentists and the physi
necessities of medical care

As Mr. Eisenhower told Congress ves.
terday, “health insurance coverage is still
not available to many who need it, and
the character and amount of insurance
protection in important aspects remains
inadequate.”

In greatest need perhaps are older peo
ple and those living in rural areas. But
there are many others who need better
health protection—the self-employed and
workers employed by small organizations
who cannot be reached through ordinary
group insurance plans.

As the President has mentioned again
and again, there is a particular need for
much broader coverage against the cost
of long-term or other especially expensive
illnesses —the “catastrophic” types.

This is not a problem that can be put
off. Admittedly there has heen some ex
tension of coverage. But gains have not
been swift enough. It is fairly obvious
that some plan whereby the government
assumes part of the risk is essential to
satisfactory expansion

There is great need for leadership in
this vital field. The administration ap-
pears to be wavering in its resolve. An

“cither/or" approach to such problems
is. unsatisfactory. It remains for congres-
sional hands to seize the initiative. The

problem is too serious to lie limp and
untended for another session.

New Tools For A Continuing Task

F President Eisenhower was less than

firm in his health insurance proposals
he was appropriately emphatic about the
manner in which other health problems
should be attacked.

His request for $126,525,000 for basic
research to penetrate the “dark mystery”
of cancer and other leading killers is
worthy of wide support

Last year, Mr. Eisenhower recom-
mended that only $73.9 million be spent
for five key medical research programs
less thah half the $139.8 million recom-
mended by professional advisory councils

Basic research is vital to the health of
the nation. It richly deserves Uncle
Sam’s encouragement. Too often in the
past it has been an area of pinchpenny
shortsightedness

But favorable attention should also be
given to certain other planks in the

President’s health platform for fiscal
1957, These include:
1 \ new program of grants for con-

struetion of medical research and train-
ing facilities

2 Badly needed
health  personnel
grants for train practical
{rusteeships for graduate
ofher public health specialtios
trengthening basic health facilities

alleviate
through
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nurses

steps {0
shortages

ng

and

generally, including the first compre
hensive “survey of U. S. illness in 20
years.

These are essentials. The health of the
nation is of the utmost importance
strides have been made in the “battle
ainst disease during the past year. But
this is a continuing task. Mr. Eisenhower
has proposed sirong new tools to do the
job,

Great

Hockey: An Old Game On New Ice

IT HAS taken a couple of centuries for
ice hockey to come to Charlotte from
the frozen rivers and ponds of Europe
where it developed from field hockey. In
the interim the game has changed from
neighborly free-for-alls on ice to a sport
with mass appeal—it's Canada’s national
game—and standard rules and equip-
ment

Speed and precision skating and stick
handling are now its hallmarks, but the
sport retains emough body contact to
satisfy even the lustiest fans of foothall
and boxing. We know. We've seen it in
the newsreels.

The Baltimqre Clippers, we hopefully
expect. will receive a warm welcome
from Charlotteans when they play

their last home games in the C

From The Reporter

SO LONG,

was bad enough when they started
making Westerns realistic, but now
they are even going to make them whole-
ome. An unfortunate trend in the latter
direction was already apparent in the
movies when all those tenors with gui-
tars started taking the place of solid six-
gun cowboys. Now the television people
have come right out and admitted what
they are doing. and it sounds ominous

A kesman for NBC said that the
“cowhoy hero now meets his
railroad stations, post offices
innacent places rather than in
poolrooms” We can see it now
old Silver Dollar Post Office. Boy
pace, comes the hero without a trace of
agger. (It's very difficult to swagger
in a y office.) He meets his friend
over by the parcel-post window. “Well
pals, t innocent places sh

tonight
The NBC spokesman alsc
new TV cowboy here ‘“doesn
villain in a pistol duel
‘wings' him, and brings him in to
formal justice of the court. Moreover.
cowboy he ks tl 1

minded improvement
in New York
nonst

Legis!
Publica!
Offensive al

re a meet

fit with on

The better the reception the 'greater the
chanee that Charlotte will have its own
team in the Eastern League next
Besides offering satisfying entertainment,
regular hockey competition in the Coli-
seum would add greatly to that facility’s
growing reputafion as a sports center and,
thereby, to its financial success

To paraphrase a Washington figure
what’s good for the Coliseum hox office
is good for Charlotte taxpayers In
respect the Charlotte promoters
Whittington, Dr. Robert Libby and
Shields — deserve congratulations
their speedy initiative in offering Char
lotte a taste of the game

Our hope is that in
see someone we know
on hockey.

year.

the future we'll
in the newsreels

BUCK

But the old Gold Nugget Saloon, with
its gunfights and swinging doors. was
not a place of wrong-doing. It was not
like the neon-and-darkness place that
Papa goes to. Rather, it was part of the
essential scenery of a romantic and fic-
tional land which was as unreal, remote,

and wonderful to the boy in Wyor as
1o the boy in East Orange, New Jersey
taciturnity and drawl of the cowboy
ere never the speech habits of a rea
world but part of a myth of the stror

of

lone. silent man of action, who serves
the good people, licks the bad ones, has
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on nobody. On anyvh
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committee. This is not politics,
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‘According to Lionel_Plantage-

net, author of the “Statute of
Kilkenny the
Celtoph
was Viceroy
Cing Zdward 111 of
piously  declared
with the Ce
sh “a crime against natu

i a sin against both God an

man."" He outlawed the Irish lan

and compelled all Irish
men to take English names. He
had Irish bards and scholars
turned at the stake as “spies
and “traitors.” He had Irish

elergymen

unfrocked and exiled

and he had young Irish girls flog.
ged through the streets of Dublin
for the

e
for

crime”
e, the
a ‘“good” law
whom?

n[ singing Irish
Statute of Kil-
But

The Irish?
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Our own southern “Littie Kil-
Lennies”” are based on exactly
the very same kind of “reason
ing” that went into the framing

of the original

Lionel Plantage
t was able to quote Seripture to

support. his infamous  legislation
and to “prove” that the Celtic
Irsh were “the n enemies
of FEngland an Christen-
dom. In those !ﬂ\ it was the

Irish \\‘m \mrl the
the sons of

more  human

Ikennies
however

distinction of

Ham

are much
We do

he stake for
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ely sentence

rot burn people
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Little

me them to prison
at hard labor for a term of “not
less than four m nor more
than ten years." Our “Little Tar
Heel Kilkenny"' remains reli-

wusly true to the spirit of the
original, though, for it very right-

1\ 1‘ ses_intermarriage an
c @ nature™ together
in Article \\U Section 14,

History bears witness to the fact
hat the original racial segrega
hun law did not succeed in crush-
lant Irish, though it
remained in tull force for a long,
long time. In later centuries it
was the Emerald Isle which pro
duced some of Anglo-Saxondom's
greatest scholars, writers, sol-
ers, and “empire builders.” I
dict an identical future for our

brethren. We can cor

tinue “kecping them in their
place” for the next hundred
vears, Even so, they will eventu-
y produce peerl and

women of the very finest calibre
who will further enrich our Anglo-
Saxon culture, as did the down-
trodden and persecuted Irish In

the meanwhile, though, 1 don't
think they should be so infernal
“equality.” They

Iy anxious for
are, one might
their
In one respect the bigots are
ebsolutely right. Rac
tion laws do have t
e in their favor
f Kilkenny
i yea

ultural apprenticeship.

rly

Cullen’s

Roy Cullen — |

Leave Public Education To The Professionals

century and a quarter before tne
discovery of America. Let's not
be too harsh on the bigots. They
mean well, even though most of
the time they do approach the
problem rather_ignorantly,
~RALPH ROYAL GORE

Cold-Blooded Killers
Should Be Executed
Gatfeny,

ny, . C

Editors, The News
HERE is as much difference
between murder and lawful
execution in the electric chair for
murder as there is between truth
and lie.

One writer says to execute cap-
ital punishment leg;
der. the writer mentions
“a young man" who was dragged
10 the chair for execution (be-
cause he would not walk) beg-
ging for mercy and his plea was
unheeded

Yes, I heard about the man the
‘writer had in mind, a cold-blood-
ed murderer

The writer mentions the execue
tions of murderers as being a
breach of society. A society of
cut throats, criminals and mur-
derers?

EXECUTE THEM

If it could be known who these
murderers are, the country would
be far better off if they were ex-

b

ecuted before they murder inno-
cent peaple.
1 copsider n who kieks

against the
the law for

of
and desires

murder

rderer to be turned
“their soclety” is not

much better himself
Oh, yes, the murderer may cry
for mercy when he sees the
chair. But he didn't heed the
cries of the innocent ones he slew
in cold blooded, devil-posesssed,
murderous crave for his vietim.

The Bible says: “If a wise man
contendeth with a foolish man,
whether he rage or laugh, there
is no rest

—JOHN S. DICKSON

Many Presbyterians
Will ‘Take A Walk’

Mt Gilead
Editors, The New
T A recent mﬂeun: of Meck-
4X lenhurg Presbytery, held at
Sharon Church, there was a pre-
amble of several pages adopted
which attempted to prove the a
guments that segregation was un-
Christian,

I defy anyone, either layman
or minister, {o prove there is any=
thing in Holy Writ to substanti-
ate this propaganda. If Alm
God in His infinite power and w
dom had so decreed there would
W\I have been a white and black

B
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