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Gov. Hodges Should Scorn Interposition

ithern gove

f
four

VI‘H'.r action of the
ernors

dorse the
position  is fa
fable of the scorpion

It seems that
poor swimmer a e to carry
him on his back across V\w VMPI “Don't
be silly," snorted the turtle. “You'll sting
me while I'm swimming and I'll drown

My dear said the scorpion
“if 1 were to st you, and you would
go down, we would both drown. What
d be the logic in that?”

That's right!” exclaimed the turtle
“Hop aboard!"

The scorpion climbed on and halfway
across the river he gave the turtle a
terrible sting

esignedly, as they both sank to the
bottom, the turtle said

“Do you mind if I ask you something”
You said there would be no logic in
stinging me. Then why did you do it?"

“It has nothing to do with logic,” re-
plied the drewning scorpion. “IU's just
my nature.”

obsolete

1 the turtle
who was a

s scorplon

HE governors' protest—based upon a
legal principle long ago rejected—
likewise had nothing to do with logic.

It simply represented an aged-in-
anxiety attitude about the consequences
of desegregation. Furthermore, it is their
nature to resist, however illogically,

But the selection of interposition—the
belief that states may interpose their sov-
ereignty in the face of any federal action
they dislike—is strangely out of step with
the principles of constitutional govern-
ment as we know and practice them in
the mid-20th century.

Interppsition has respectable origins
in American history. They extend to Jef-
ferson, Madison and John C. C.
But the line of descent led directly to
the Civil War—and there ended.

Even before 1860, the doctrine of in-
terposition as a constitutional theory was
probably never held by a majority of the

states or of the American peoplegat any
one time

Disagreement with the Supreme Court
on the question of segregation is one
thing. Defiance of the court—and the
claim that interposition does not neces-
imply defiance is sheer deception
—is quite anather. It is also slightly less
than courageous, for in defying the court
interpositionists refuse to come to grips
with the monumental problems involved
in meeting the requirements of the law

These problems are indeed great

They involve all that there is of hu-
man anguish.

They require understan
and discretion and large b
common sense

We place durselves an
southerners who were
the Supreme Court's
segregation in the public

those many
ppointed with
decision banning
schools. But we

believe—deeply believe—in the essential
dignity of the southern people and their
respect for law and order. We further
believe that honorable means can b

found to meet the challenge of the court's
decision. Finally, we believe that accept

able solutions can be found—but only
if the states exercise wisdom, restraint
and a wholesome respect for constitu
tional processes

I A

10V, HODGES, if given the support of

¥ the people, can help North Carolina
find that acceptable solution

His refusal to join with Govs. Thomas
B. Stanley of Virginia, George Bell Tim-
merman Jr, of South Carolina, J. P. Cole-
man of Mississippi and Marvin Griffin
of Georgia showed good sense, despite
the self-conscious lameness of his excuse
(the state legislature is not in session).
Had he pointed out the futility if not the
foolishness of interposition he would de-
serve even stronger praise. Yet it is
possible that he did not wish to embar-
rass his hosts and colleagues in Rich-
mond.

But
elapsed,

An error of omission can new be cor-
rected with appropriate grace

Gov. Hodges can now express his di
approval of the doctrine of interposition,

He should do it forthwith

a dignified waiting - period has

Footnote
l ERE is what other leading North
Carolina newspapers say about the

doctrine of interposition:

“Interposition may serve the South as
a means of dramatizing its opposition
to the court decision; but it stands little
or no chance of reversing the high court's
reinterpretation of constitutional law.”
~GrEENSBORO Dany News

“For North Carolina or any other state
1o pass an Act of Interposition would not
only be futility, but would be an act of
conscious deception of the people of the
state.”—RALEIGH NEWS & OBSERVER.

“Those who examine it carefully are
likley to find that interposition (a doc-
trine that amounts to nullification) has
a deceptive appeal but little basis in law
or logic,"—WINSTON-SALEM JoURNAL &
SENTINEL,

The New South: Late But Present

I:H’TY years ago a Durham high school
senior named A. L. M. Wiggins de-
livered a commencemant speech entitled
Tie New Souvni. His remarks. like Henry
Grady's, were a little previous, but highly
prophetic. “It's only come in the last 15
vears—but it's here” Mr. Wiggins says
in an inferview published in the current
issue of U. S. News & WorLp REPORT
The erstwhile commencement speaker
surveys dhe reality of his high school
dream with an experienced and confident

eve. As a South Carolina merchant,
banker, newspaper publisher, and, pres-
ently, as chairman of the board of the

Atlantic Coast Line Railroad and a direc-
tor of other southern firms, Mr. Wiggins
has helped to make the New South. He
speaks of it, defining causes and trends
in agricultural and industrial evolution,
with an incisive knowledge that should
make the magazine article a valuable
document in the hands of any booster of
the region. Some of his views can be
presented here in a capsule form

The biggest factor in building the
new South, Mr, Wiggins says. has been
industrial development. The industry of
the South has not been stolen or lured
away from other sections. It has moved,

or developed, naturally in response to
better educated and better trained lead-
ers, availability of raw materials, the fact
that the South wants and welcomes in-
dustry and gives it a fair shake tax-wise,
that labor is plentiful, adaptable and
eager (o learn new methods, As industry
has settled, there has been

snowballing effect.” Industrial
have created new markets to su

payrolls

Mr. Wiggins thinks the snowball will
keep rolling,
1 think, looking ahead. that the South

for the future of
country because, among other things, we
have as yet achieved an average per eapita
income on only 67 per cent of the U. S. av
erage. There is a long way to go to catch
up with the rest of the country. This
means that many unfilled needs only
await increased income to be supplied
1 think we're going to see a con

tinuing accelerated , development in the
South, beeause of the factors of
supply, satisfaction of operation, a
pitable environment, expanding markets
and other factors

There has been complaint in some
quarters that the South is not making its
virtues known to the rest of the nation
If there is such a fault, Mr. Wiggins
comments will help remedy it.

is the great are the

The Last Laugh’s On Everybody

'I‘HE Ravrice News AN OBSERVER s
much like the proverbial mother-in-

law. She is a pry and a scold and mili-

tly virtuous but, bless her Yruculent
nu\ heart, we love her just the same
concede that

m»u“rmm has won a gentle battle of

it in extra
have to off

wits and has won
only defense we

point out 1
ghe had a chance
1t all st

! HE DoME ;"\;\r\‘r
considering local Democrats to
support him in the Tenth District

gressional race. We chided the Domeg, for

asking

Mr. Sawyer works in Charlotte b
in Belmont. Belmont, being a fine Gas-
ton County community, is in the h»nmh
District. Thus, we said, unlike

The N. & O. replied with thanks. Said

they had demoted the expert to the
of covering the lieuten
e, punishment enough for any man
Next, one of our alert informar
gested that maybe both
base. Does a man have
of a congressional district
for the position in that district
We asked the experts in F h
didn't know but promise re
the law books for an answer

While awaiting official the N
& 0. beat us to the punch
ne back wi some mij
but remembered what the ex:
perts confirmed for us: No state or fed-
eral law requires a candidate to be a
resident of the congressional district in
which he seeks office.

The candidate wouldn't have much of a
chance to win probably. but it did hap.

word,

pen, we learn, about 50 years ago in
the old Fifth District—and a Republican
pulled the trick

The N. & 0. jovfully reports that they
have restored their reporter to his right-

on as an expert and he's off
the Governor around again

S ter all

last laugh's on all the
& 0.s included. Follow
mic jousting, Mr. Sawyer
that he's g do nn

t hate the guy
r and takes

a lady a
Jiready  ri
her with

who gets
his hat
ard, when
den three stories
our hat on?—KINGSPORT

£

s the acid test which
church with nothing
ill—Canrtseap (N,

Peonle’s
Platform

aster, 8. C

ef is dubir ntil
¢ it they'll
ncome tinues its
VITAL LINK
Too long farming has heen re
something & person

cted accordingly
farmer has long since
this line of thinking. He is a ver

al economy. progress
and well-being should deeply can-

cern us all

Any sound farm program must
be designed to be of real help
n bringing farm income into a
fair relationship with those en

gaged in bu: induist

iness

the professions. It sho dy
substantial provisions designed t
st gl ighant o el

main on the farm. Our ec

demaocratic pro
continued exist

size farm from which comes. by
and large, substantlal independ
ent thinking citizens making up

the hackbone of our countr
‘RE NG’

1E Was more re
u.\im' o vhw small farm
loves the good earth, 1)nm V]xn re
cont suggestion by the secretary
of agriculture that in order for
the farmer to improve his eco-
nomic situation he should seek
employment in industry, This is
the acme of asininity. It is like
telling us that the way to succeed
is to quit

=J. EARL

A Plea For Reason
In Racial Questions

Lancaster, §. C.

Editor, The News
A reader of The News for
the last nine years, permit
me to say that since the United
States Supreme Court’s decision
May 17. 1854, banning segrega
tion, the letters appearing n
Peoples Platform have been both
disturbing and interesting

As a minister for more than
it is hard to believa
tliat so-called Chrstians could be
eo vile and unreasonable, espe-
cially when, with almest the
same breath, they try to set
themselves up to be better than
other people. Believe me when
I say, this is not an expression
of hate nor of fear nor of
boasting, for I believe that any
person who lives better than 1,
is a better person than 1 am;
and he who fails to live better
than I, is no better than I am
regardiess of his race, creed or
color. [ believe that is the stan.
dard by which God measures or
compares us

VIEWS

Here are some expressons fo
which [ refer, In the Dec, 21,
Charlotte  News, one writer
es, “The white man's syni

pathy in the South has turned

to resentment.” In the Char
lotte News of Dec. 31, another
writer st

owes the Negro nothing,” and
she also states that she will
ne allow a Negro to enter
her house except by the back

door.
1 am sure everyone knows that
these are

personal views, and

n't think they should
be supressed for that would be
against our freedom of speech,
and 1 don't think that they are
the views of the solid South. I
should like to ask, against whom

kas that sympathy into resent-
ment been turned? At ate
d speaking, we

life
|H(h' and it mnin he that some

our atti

cach

g our bi
e 1 think we can pin-point
Vhl' reason uh\ the Negro is not
known by the white people
better, even the
live on the same

white soldier came to Wa

ton, D. from Tennessee with
his wife and baby, and searched
our nation’s capita

where to stay. Bec

a child, no one s
them. He {maH\ went to the
home of my n r, sister and

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHING

SECRETARY BENSON
A Shocking Suggestion

brother-in-law and they took him
and his family in, and they
stayed there for two month:
That young man is in our armed
.ml they write my

and sister often, They
did nn' lu?[‘. by the back door

As for “sympathy being
'wluri as the letter write
said, “ipto u sentment,” may 1

¢ mm\ her

dida't amend . he did not ratify
it, nor e T r the deci-
sion banning segregation, and if
Congress has failed to enforce
the first provision of the 14th

ndment by appropriate leg
as it has all the rest,
m. n isn't it true that the legis
lative branch of our government
has failed the Negro?

Let us be rea

ble about

this matter, and the blame
where it belon, When we say
the Supreme Court has taken
authority that belongs to Con-
gress, all one has to do is to
remind himself of what became
of every measure presented to
dealing_with Negro
rights in your life time and
mine: Remember the word “fili-
buster."
So A1 else having failed the

Negro his one last hope was to
turn to the judiciary.
So don't hlame the Negro for
something he has not done.
Don't hlame the
what Congress has fs
Just remember that ugly word,
filibuster” has gotten us into
the positon and mess in which
» find ourselves.

But there Is
have the faith,
foresight to take it; and this is
it: “Therefore all things what-
soever ye would that men should

way out if we
courage and

do 1o you, do ye even so to them

for . this is the law and the
prophets.” Matt. 712

If we do not choose to take
this way, God b self through

Jesus Christ canno
ourselves, lm cases

ke Emmett
T Rev, George
W, Lee of \|l~ ssippi and Rev.
J. A. DeLaine of South Carolina
without doubt not only hor.
rible spectacles on the records
of the two states involved in
particular, but are believed by
many to be the character of the
South generally. ess of
the way the chips of advantage
r disadvantage might fly.

REV. JAMES W. WATSON

Pastor, Moun! Zion

AME Zion Church

Rival” Pooh-Poohs
Spotted 'Pick-Up’

Whiteville

| rs, The News:
I CLAIM to have a car painted
that arouses more attention
wherever 1 go than the spotted
vou showed a picture of
k an artist six days to do
If T stop at a stop light
one minute. | get the at-
of everyone near enough
the car I get the bizgest
kick out of riding through a town
atehing the faces of the
e eas the i cart 0
had to stop the car at
til 1 could control
The first time 1 dreve
out to a certain drivein
autiful girl jumped out of a
yelling, 1 want ride in
that beautiful car!
still say that my car painted
is can create more attem-
than this spotted pick-up. 1
doubt if there is another car in
the world painted like mine
— PAUL KENDALL

The Lowly Mule
Is Not Forgotten "

1o see

ghing

I
tion

arion
Editors, The News:
ln the—editorial seetion of Sat-
urday’s Charlotte News 1 no-
ticed a note from the Thomas-
ville (Ala.) Times to the effect
that mules don't seem to have
a soul, like a dog or a horse;
thal poets write pretty verses
hout horses and dogs and even
ws, but the mule —never a
line. Correction please!
The mule he is a funny sight,
He's made of ears and dynamite,
He has a lovely voice to sing,
And makes a noise like every-
thing.
Some folks don't treat
with respect,
They say they have no intellect

mules

Republican Farm Policy: A Political Lullabye?

CAMPAIGN
HEAD QUARTERS

¥ THE RePUBLICAN

PARTY WILL.
CREATE CONDITIONS
PROVIDING FoR FARM
+ PROSPERITY#

HSE REL HATRRM

How does this sound for the 1956 platform? "rhc Republican
fo

Party will create conditions pnnnln

farm  prosperi

W ‘mule he tends to his own
is
YDA
P.S A dog is the un]y thing
on earth that loves you more
than he loves himself,

Help Get ‘John Q"
Out Of The Squeeze

Charlotte

Hr r‘emk look loaded but P
o

Fditors, The New
VWHY is it necessary to have to
ke trip after trip to the
State Highway Hut to Wilkinson
Blvd. on Gastonia Road to be ad-
vised that you will have to con-
tinue visits with the subjects of
the top braes, until you catch a
vacancy. When one goes into a
business establishment to make a
purchase they as a rule have one
there to take care of your needs

and your money
This department should furnish
as good a service at those huts
us we get at the Charloite Post
Office at the stamp windows
When the public forms a line far
back in the lobby they call
someone from the reserve line to
open up another window for a
couple of minutes or more until
the line in waiting has cleared.
This day after day at the Post
Office and trip after frip to try
and get your drivers license re
newed! You can get your license

‘There's Something Familiar About That Idea’

on S Tryon St with
action from Raleigh; you
could and should be able to get
vour drivers license renewed of
either keep a reserve force at the
hut to take care of this delayed
system that is now in action
This is not a gratis stand it's
a §2 ante spot and a fine if
we don’t put up on time. Old John
Q. Public always gets the short
end of the deal. As we see it to-
day, the government and the
public are trying to get $2 worth
of service for $1. All we can see
and hear is cut to the bone. We
come in with nothing and we go

the

plat

away with the same but we
would like to get out of fhe
saueezer on some of our rounds

while here on the earth.
=8. C. VAUGHN

Smaller Towns
Have More TV

Charlotts
Editors, The News.
n R. Rousso didn't carry his
letter far enough with re.
gard to another outlet for TV in
Charlotte. There are towns clos-
er and smaller who have more
than one station.

Furthermore, he failed to men-
tion the hundreds of citizens who
invested $40 or more in equipe
ment to receive the now defunct

'HF station. We enjoyed ours
for two weeks—and I have vet
1o read a good explanation of its
«easing operation.

Since it has taken Charlotte
many years to overcome the lim-
itations of its air travel, I sup-
pose if we are patient enough or
live long enough, we may yet see
bétter programs than old "Lucy”
shows and “Death Valley Days."

~FRANCES MITCHELL

Platform Letter
A Masterpiece

Rockville,
Editors, The News
I.‘('IF SOME time I have kept a
close watch on letters to
People's  Platform on the Su-
preme Court's ruling
Some have been unpleasant to
The one I wish to commend
ppeared Monday, Jan. 16, signed
Name withheld by request.” It
was a masterpiece, such true
facts, sensible. One had to ad-
mire its honesty. Most have been
sheer trash, full of prejudice.
—~LEO H. WILLIAMS

Md.

Education Group
Liked Coverage

Charlotts
Editors, The News

()N BEHALF n{ llw Charlotte
Unit, North Carolina Educa-
tion Association, may I take this
opportunity to thank you and your
staff for your interest and public-
ity for our January meeting and
for our speaker, Mrs. Billie Dav-
is. We appreciate your continued
interest in the educational affairs

of our community
—ELIZABETH KENDRICK
President
Charlotte Unit, NCEA

Quote, Unquote

Trouble is when you see some
guy in a big, fancy convertible
you don't know whether he was
smart enough to earn it or so
dumb he missed one of the $84,-
000 questions, — Florida Times-
Union,

lke's Note Set Stage For Give-Away
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ton. Davis even telephoned Oregon to see
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going to be. He didn’t wait for the re. just I

port to be mailed in, he was so anxious Congress spends ils
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The Gas Lobby

w a big lobby seeking

100,000 was spent trying to op-
pose and dissuade the National Institute
of Municipal Law, Officers
«-mwsh namm the Ful

] Spendmg

he Independent Natural ¢
officlally spent

£75,000
:uwmv

n a l
uu( bas been seat on sticring up ar-

and is vigorously opposed to

had seribbled

on

track down
to influence

However,
here are a few clues as to how the natural
gas lobby is spending its $1,500,000 kitty

icult to

money

which is vig
ht-Harris na

fornia

vas Assocja-
$48,000
according to i

Committee for
merican Pe-

ml the

undetermined

Most of the

ant comes from

any rhan:F in the wv<u\1
right to r
Meanwhile,
minutely followed the s
debate, has conducted a poll showing that
quite a few senators usually turning up
the side of consumers this time are
turning up with the gas lobby.

Scott Backs Gas Bill

The H
New Hampshire,
everything to gain from cheap gas, as lin-
ing up for the bill
Maryland,
of Maine
Scott of North Carolina

of lowa,
Stennis of N

X
foward the natural gas bill though not
definitely
of OF

of
Vermont,
undecided se p
whose h'vu\;M\Ps are gas consumers

government.

ate gas

the Ho

s Post, which
Senate natural

uston Post lists Sen. Cotton of
whose constituents have

also Sens, Butler of
Young of North Dakota, Payne
hnston of South Carelina,
Kuchel nl Cali-
f Delaw ‘re
dt of
ssissippi

Vhr«
not gas

i-\

of Monga

cided, together with Bend
Carolina,

Ervin of North
Maine, .

nd




