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Sen. Scott And The Timber Cutters

HE GOP, it appears, has seriously

underestimated the hard-headedness
of Sen, Kerr Scott. His debut this week
as congressional investigator was met by
a fusillade of brickbats hurled by Re-
publican colleagues on a joint Senate-
House committee Scott is directing in
an investigation of an alleged Interior
Department giveaway of public lands
timber in Oregon to a private mining
firm. The Republicans raged thag Scott
is guilty of “bias and cowardly tactics,”
of making inflammatory, prejudicial
statements, relying on “New Deal smear
artists,” of abusing the constitution, ma-
ligning a private company's reputation,
“abandoning civil liberties, basic con-
cepts of justice and ordinary courtesy
and decency,” not to me
a “purely political” attack on the
administration

We expect and hope these taunts will
spur the Tar Heel's determination to get
to the bottom of what appears io be
some very tricky business in the Interior
Department. The known circumstances
justify an investigation and, if anything,
the GOP reaction makes those circum-
stances all the more suspicious. Why
should anyone object to investigation of
a case with these very strange details:

Al Sarena mines of Mobile, Ala, was
awarded a mining claim two years ago
in Oregon National Forest on the basis
of an assay report giving a $2.06 per-ton
value in silver and gold to the land, after
having a claim to the same land denied
in 1949 because an assay report from
the same firm showed the land’s mineral
value was only 87 cents a ton, a value
insufficient to justify awarding the claim.
Since Interior granted the claim the
mining firm has been cutting public tim-
ber — an alleged $110,000 worth — but
has done no mining.

The questibn then is whether a phony

assay report was turned in so the min-
ing company could be awarded the claim
which entitles it to cut timber.

About the assay report these facts are
known
It jumped the mineral value of the
Jand from 87 cents in 1949 to §2.06 per
ton in 1

The assdy work on this Oregon soil
was done in Mobile, Ala., whereas stand-
ard practice of Northwest prospectors is
to send their samples to West Coast as-
sayers.

The General Services Administration
has branded previous work of the Mobile
assayer as “incorrect” and “inadequate.”
The assayer denied kmowing this, but,
when pressed, produced a prepared state-
ment rebutting the GSA criticism

Interior's Bureau of Mines kept no

: to check against those
Mobile firm in case of
taken

the
Matching samples were
but a Bureau agent testified he tossed
them jnto the Re w,.'n" River. Why? Be-

dispute

cause there was “no adequate place to
store sample:

After the Scoit investigation began the
assayer was invited to breakfast hy In-
terior Department officials. These of-
ficials went over the testimony the as-
sayer was to give before the committee,
including the rebutlal to the GSA which
the assayer produced after saying he
knew nothing of the GSA. eriticism.

And, finally, an Interior Department
lawyer was caught in the hearing room
during the Scott hearings handing copies
of this rebuttal to the press

These facts may be trifles {o the Re-
publicans attempting to make Kerr Scott
out as a hybrid Joe McCarthy - Boss
Tweed, but to us they smack of hoon-
doggling in high places.

The only way to find out is to call the
witnesses which, as Sen. Scott, informed
his critics, is just what he intends to do.

A Senator Concerned With Courage

HE most exclusive club in the world,”

is a sobriquet full of pride and hon-

or for members of the club, the U. §.
Senate. Yet there is contention, his-
torically rooted and still flourishing, that
the nickname is negative, meaning the
Senate is a place where political courage,
resolution and ideals are barred; where
the way to get along is to go along, even
if it means going all ways at once in sea-
sans of mixed and fierce political winds
This opinion has been shared by Cabi-
net members, presidents, reporters, his-
torians and even by some senators them-
selves. It is, of course, a generalization,
having the faults of same. But it has
troubled Massachusetts Sen. John F. Ken-
nedy into writing a bm»k entitled Pro-
FILES IN Courage which makes a case
for Senate integrity, by citing examples
of it on the part of individual senators
Sen. Kennedy is not primarily concerned
with the kind of backbone that prompted
Congressman John Steven McGroarty of
California to write a constituent in 1934:

One of the countless drawbacks of be-
ing in Congress is that I am compelled to
receive impertinent letters from a jackass
like you in which you say I promised to
have the Sierra Madre mountains refor-
ested and 1 have been in Congress two
months and haven't dome it. Will you
please take two running junps and g0 10

ell,

His examples are those of men who
refused to rise above their principles, as
one Colorado senator once advised an.
other, to catch the plaudits of voters
swept by some popular frenzy that had
alienated them temporarily from their
own principles. There is the case of a
completely forgotten senator, Edmund
G. Ross of Kansas, who went to Congress

to fight President Johnson’s reconstruc-
tion policies and wound up, “looking
down into my open grave,” by casting the
vote that saved Jolnson from removal
after he had been impeached in what
Ross believed was an unfair trial. Ross
thought his vote was political suicide. It
was

Another hero Kennedy retrieves from
obscurity is Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus
l;mmr ed the Mississippi or-
ion, and was the first
(nnlmh'rah‘ officer to enter the Senate.
In a time of vast sectional hatreds La-
mar’'s was one of the most eloquent yoices
raised for sectional geconciliation, with
malice toward none, with charity for all.
Unlike Ross, Lamar prospered on his po-
litical courage—serving successively as a
U. 8. representative, senator, member of
Cleveland’s Cabinet and as a justice of
the Supreme Court. And it was he who
said in 1878 what § Kennedy is saying
in this book

The liberty of this country and its great
interests will never be se it ils pub-
lic men become mere menials to do the

biddings of their constituents instead of
being representatives in the true sense of
the word, looking to the lasting prosper
ity and future interests of the whole coun
tr

This does not suggest, of course, {hat
senators should become so wedded fo
their own views that fanaticism replaces
idealism. For Abraham Lincoln's view is
equally keen

There are
wholly good

few things wholly
Almost_everythin

Iy of Governiment policy, is an inseparable
compound of the two, so that our best
julgment of the preponderance belwes

them is continually demanded

This Wonderful World Of Science

FEW notes on this imperfect world
£ of science

The Mexican bean beetle is beginning
to make meat out of rotenone, the poison
it's fed by farmers,

It likewise appears the cabbage worm
is getting used to DDT.

Some new pests — alfalfa weevils and
tobacco loopers, thought by some to be
the same as cabbage loopers are in
vading North Carolina

\ml m\‘u

several days of
say entomologists
re nwmrr beetles, loopers or
weevils but men who know about

From The Jackson (Miss.) State Times

boll weevils are gol to come out of
their winter quarters by the billions to
bite the farmer's pocketbook next sum-
mer

Science Is wonderful. We've got the
bomb. The earth satellites are being
revved up. People are buying lots on the
moon. Machines “think,” predict elee
tions

Stll we need 15 days of bone-chilling

weather to control the |m|\ weevil, and
the silly bean beetle thinks his poison
is a tonic

Science is wonderful, but it's still got
a few bugs in i, and they, we suspect,

will be to the moon before the scientists

BARTERED BRIDES

I MANY parts of the world, so we
Trear, the rising price of brides is turn
ing young men's fancy into fiancial night

mares
In eastern Nigeria, the National Geo.
graphic reports, buying a bride has be
50 expen T
mittee i

rationing and

bride is a bargain
girl comes a

West Pakistan
of abductions of girls f
old. Authorities blame it on }u, h par
tors are ki

price t

than paying

The Australian aborigines work it dif
ferently. A man just trades his sister off
for a bride. Down in New Guinea's wild
interior, the price for a bride is a

hed set b

uitors  everyw have their prob-
le In this country, a man doesn't
buy his birde he may well have to
figure first 1 { he support a
vife and keep up 1 payment

f Daniel Webster was right in saying

that credit has done a thousand umes
more to enrich mankind than all the gold
in the world, we all ought to be
good shape right now.—Lexine
HERALD
4

"Try Again, Friend — You Almost Won That Time'

Looking Ahead

@@

REBLO<K

g bt e tdart

Will The GOP Ditch Nixon?

WASHINGTON
OW that Vice President Rich-
ard M. Nixon has passed his
43rd birthday looking almost as
bright and as youthful as when he
started his meteoric career less
than 10 years ago, his future is as
much a matter of speculation as
that of President Eisenhower
If the President does not run
for re-clection, Nixon is the odds
on favorite to be the Republican
nominee. But if President
does decide 1o seek a second
term, then there is a growing
likelihood that the young man
{rom California will not be on the
er is the uow of
President’s closest
championing
is becoming known as the
' proposal
TION

the

some  of

associates who are

what

“two Presidents
Bl

Dot
Coming from those determined.
Iy hopeful that the President can
be persuaded to run, the idea is
1o name a vice president
didate of wide experienc
standing national reputation.
voters would be encouraged to be-
lieve that they were selecting not
one but nm Ir\\ulwn~ with the

sec s capable of di
recting affairs of state as Mr. Ei-
senhower

The problem Hh\m isly is to find
a vice presidentiol  candidate
more mature and less confovers
sial bath within and without tha
Iu\mhlu an Party than Nixon.

eral names have been cc

C 'v\ The name most free
mentioned is that of former
ernor of New York, Thomas E

Dowey
DEWEY'S ENEMIES
Bul Dewey is not close to Pres

ident Eisenhower, r o
ship being on an official basis.
For the two Presidents to work in

real harmony, mutual trust and
friendship between them would be

important. Moreover, Dewey has
many enemies in the party who
would charge that he was heing
given an entry into the White

House by the hack door when he
had twice ‘H\z‘ to gain entrance

er friends and

vassed by Eisenh

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

By MARQUIS CHILDS

advisers who believe that the
“two Presidents” theory will first
of all overcome Ike's own objec-
tions to running again and, sec.
ond, overcome any public doubls
about a eandidate for the presi-
clmnv who has suffered a heart
aitack. These men themselves
hmn' no animus against Nixon.
DISTRUST

But they realize that he is dis-
trusted and disliked by a wide
segmer
Democrals
call themselves
His famous television appearance

that takes in not alone

MR. NIXON
Future In Doubt

the 1952 campaign, when he
ied that he had been influenced
ealthy Californians who con-
tributed to a fund for him, stirred
the deepest feelings. While there
was a great response in wires and
letters  backing the presi
dential candidate, others accused
him of a resort to demagoguery
compounded with high - pressure

vice

advertising

As a young congressman and a
member of \‘w Hm se Un-Ameri
can Activitie tee, Nixon
pushed the inquiry that led even:

Iy to the indic

nt and con.

viction of Alger Hiss for perfur
That brought him instant fame,
which was to result in his non

nation for the vice presidency
But it served to sharpen the con-
troversy that has centered on this
extremely able and very ambi-
tious young man,
WARM PRAISE

Republican National Chairman
Leonard Hall has said that if
President Eisenhower runs again,
Nixon would again be his running
mate. The President has several
times gone out of his way to be-

stow \\arm praise on his vice
presider
But m the final analysis the

commitment to a vice presiden-
tial candidate is no stronger than
the preference of the z
must run in the top spot.
Eisenhower were to be p
ed on the “two J‘rr*sid(‘nl.s‘ theory
—two men hoth able to carry the
Lurdens of the office and both in
a sense above the partisan politi-
cal battle — he might conceiv:
able ask Nixon to step aside.
This is a fairly remote contin-
zency and it would risk offending
the vice president’s strong Repub-
lican partisans. But one thing is
sure, It would certainly not mean
the end of Richard Nixon's politi
cal career.
SMILING CONFIDENCE
If a growing precedent means
anything, he could well be 7mu]v<!
Washington al wice his pres
age. Sen. Theodore F. Green \U-
R.I) who was re-clected last fal
is 88. A number of members of
both Senate and House are past
nd an increasing number are
over 75. The tendency is not only
to live longer but to stay in poli
tics longer
Nixon had the look of almost
bayish eagnerness that has char-
acterized him from the beginning.
Facing the higwigs of his party,
most of them many years hh
or, the vice president w
onty as a cheer leader on Hu
day of the big game, giving forth
the smiling confidence that is one
of the chief co )mm‘!?- of his per
ty. Ha c

ook foniiently at the peak
still ahead

Democrats Reduced To Cry
Of ‘Me Too, But More So’

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON
THE DEMOCRATS are begin-
ning to feel rather like the
butt of the classic old swimming
hole joke. While they have been
happily disporting themselves in
the water, shouting merrily to
each otner about the fine pros-
pects for 1856, the Republican ad-
ministration has stealthily made
off with all their clothes.

The administration, in shor!
has done a downright hrl'lllun(
job of aborting every major Dem-
ocratic issue. Consider a typical
sampling:

Farm lIssue. This was to be,
of course, the Democrats’ biggest
single issue for 1956. Until very
recently,. the Democratic dream
of the future was clear. They
wnu]d pass a farm bill restoring

90 per cent of parity, and
gwmz the farmers all sorts of
other goodies, like special *‘soil
banks” payments for keeping
their land out of production. The
President would veto this bill,
and the Republician goose would
thus be cooked to a turn.
HUMPHREY'S GRIPE

/1t may work out that way. The
farm issue is certainly still the
most dangerous the administra-
tion faces, But the administration
has taken over the soil bank idea,
and other ideas first advanced by
the Democrats — Sen. Hubert
Humnhrrv. principal Democratic
farm policy idea man, complains
Toudly |nat “They're stealing my
babies.’

Moreover, the administration is
playing its trump card on the
farm issue — President Eisen-
hower. Secretary of Agriculture
Ezra Benson is political poison in
the farm areas. But the Presi-
dent himself is still immensely
popular with the
FRONT AND CE

The administration plan now is
to have the President move front
and center on the farm issue,
selling the administration pro-
gram, and above all persuading
the farmers that the Democrats’
fixed support program will pile
up higher surpluses and depress
prices still further. A nationwide
presidential telecast devoted en-
tirely to the farm issue is being
seriously considered. And there
are signs of doublfulness already
among several Democrats about
the vote-getting polentialities of
high fixed parity

Taxes. The adminisiration has
the Democrats nicely boxed in on
the tax issue. The President has
sternly said that a balanced budget
and debt reduction must come be-
fore any tax relief, The Demo:
crats stron; suspect a plot. They
ect that, along about June
there will be a jubilant announce.
ment from the Treasury —
due to brilli economic  man-
gement, a surplus, perhaps as
as $4 billion, is in cight for
1957 budget. Therefore the
voters will be pleased to hear, a
balanced budget, debt reduction,
and a nice dollop of tax reduction
too will all be possible,

People’s Platform

SEN. HUMPHREY
“They're Stealing My Bables®

The suspicion that this is what
the administration is up to
amounts to a firm conviction
among many shrewd Democrats.
But what are they to do? If they
try to beat the gun with tax re-
duction now, they will be accused
of fiscal irresponsibility and une
balancing the budget. As a prac-
tical matter, moreover, any con-
siderable tax reduction for tha
“Jittle fellow” could only be come
pensated for if the oil depletion
tax allowance loophole wera
closed. It is enough to point out
that the Democratic leaders of
both Houses come from Texas.

Education. Here again, the
Democrats thought they had a
winning issue for 1956, and in
the House they have ready a big
school construction bill. But hera
again the administration is ready
1o box them in with its §1250,«
000,000 school program Ol\ lm!
sue, moreover, the Des ats
are in a peculiarly ﬁuw?ﬁl:nz
position, since one of their num-
ber, Adam Clayton Powell of New
York, is prepared to introduce
an_ anti-segregation amendment
which would almost certainly kill
the bill

‘ME TOO'

And so it goes. The road con-
struction and social security is-
sues have been largely aborted
in the same way.

1t is impossible, of course, to
predict what issues time and the
course of events will produce. Let
the Communist bloc make an ag-
gressive move — an attack on the
Chinese offshore islands, for ex-
ample — and the now dormant
defense and foreign policy issues
will dominate this election year.
But for the moment, by the sim-
ple expedient of adopting large
hunks of the Democratic pro-
gram, the administration has re-
mmr the Democrats to \}ml.

ing, “me too, but more s0.

Poor Sportsmanship

Charlotte
Fditors, The News:

HAD the misfortune of attend

ing the haskethall game Tues
Jan 10, hetween

rding High School and E ast
Mecklenburg High School, and to
my knowle sportsmanship was
displayed in the poorest manner
i have ever seen anywhere

went {o the game with the

intention of being a fan for the
Rams. but when 1 saw the action
of the players, as well as the
student body, 1 wes actually
ashamed to_root for them. There
was a_constant sound of “boos’
cach time a boy f,

the ball, and espe
of the players from East took a
foul shot. The students acted as
much like beasis as any animal
you could bring from the jus
They even spat on the players of
East everytime they came down
the court

1 was simply
one of the playe
Johnston and wa

astonished when
s hit little Trady
't even put out

of the game. After this incident,
Johnston was mobbed by specta-
tors but this did not stop John-
ston. As you know, he won the
game for in the last 20 sec-
onds of the game

To me, the whole purpose of
athletics in the schools is defeat-
ed if all games are going to he
Iike this, as certainly sports were
intended to bring students closer
gether and demonstrate good
tsmanship. ~Certainly, some

s
effort should be made to correct

acts of conduct and should
be done immediatel;

We, as parents, try to teach
our children at home to play with
their friends in such a manner
that when they grow up, they will
still practice the Golden Rule,
Do Unto Others As You Would
Have Them Do Unto You" How-
ever, when such incidents as the

oceur, we feel our efforts
n vain, and parents as well
achers and coaches are dis-
i

MOCK

—JACK W.

Moonshining Today Is Big Business

To let some light down around the still

When |

asked moonshiner Hall if he

ditors” Note—Drew Pearson recents The two moonshiners were young moun
Iy participated in a federal raid on a faincers, Ray Shelton and Wilson Hall, for the TV camera, Shelton and Hall didn't think he ought to look for some
moonshiner's still in southwest Vir-  hoth of near-hy Floyd, Va, not far fron obligingly took their axes and hacked better trade, he replied:
ginia. Yesterday he told about the or-  Roanoke. I couldn' help foeling a little down one side of the barn. After it was  “I reckon so. Looks like this isn't get-
ganization of the raid, Today he con- sorry for them, though perhaps 1 should- over, the revenue men fold them fo g tin' me no place
Ginues with he siory of the rad {belf, Wt admit it. Gne hid just come oul of home and report in federal court Mon- Moonshining is most. heavily encen.
WASHINGTON 1 at 10 am. My camera crew drove mnm in the southern states, with the
T'S surprising how still ack 1 talk with the even in ﬂu‘ back toward their homes. est number of stills in Georgi -
; i them in front camera ab hahihionth Carolina. Up
p 5. n er eventually  Honest Mounsmners New York and New Jersey is another
ve ¢ hear for tele = Sut T learned PUSY area. but the trade is carried on by
was a very faint - a molor down This may sound | nsusl, But 11eaMed racketeers, usually with indusirial alco-
below, which Waier Elmore, chief reve i Slom st el
et lor it i v Job Offer e e
pluined was optrating the mionshiner's ¢ et my wife asked me it 1 had South is 4 man:of bis word $6 A Gallon
pump;iloside ‘Iu the KINS  otfered them a job on our farm in Mary-  “He wen't tell you much, but what be  Thig northern bootleg liqu ich
b land. I had to confess that 1 had tells you the truth ‘v‘\vhmrd ”\: more dangerous, and m(.,e have be n
. It was obvious that s ¢ had colone e plays kind of a game With some eages of severe poisoning. T
Eerie Stillness put up the money for operation, you. He knows we won't shoot except it couthern White Mule. winl almat blow
Not a soul was slirring 1 the for ’z.!w}':\ two_tons of sugar \\:«>h~=ar(w-1‘ self protection, so he ru the roof off your Toutt but its poison
barn or anywhere y nd in in the barn. There were also a hundred . content is likely to be less
i ™ e valley. nd S0 ot so five-gallon tin cans and a good Fast As Jack Rabbits Most of it is sold only ome or two
Leedt el bt many dozen onegallon fruit jars. No  wost of them can run like jack-rabbits, days out of the old garden hose that we
We couldn't hear the ather agents who Mountaineer ford that set-up ain, and our saw_emptying from the still into an old
had gone around to the T, but we . atch them, washtub. It sells for ahout $6 a gallon,
D oy ot b thare ronry Ut Wo S Farmenting Mash Once | a moonshiner and and since if costs from $1 fo $2 to make,
pm. and only five “the I ob with told T 5 this s profitable. The moonsh
o e i vet' he said. we raided was going fo be sold in
g Vats full of mash wer Finally u cnd he went on  Virgink
padiy (0. be glied n throvgh fle: Hone in court at 10

also almost ran

'H‘ v
nd his TV camera. H

gel
but got a biu

ik J. I B
Too long,” he s
his w«)gmun baby

teena
A

10 bovs s

tences

still - usually
cash

ruefully at so

light that

is that moonsh

ther diffic
s are not ir

inderstand
someone
However, many sentences have been
moonshi:
again and again,

ining, in

1 one
n caug

) cas

t
1t operating

al f

is that
d fo g

cie
Many
wounded
to spend or enough personnel to operate,
u:m-n is why the men on our raid were

e heavy sen
this; because

else is supplying the

ners come back

nt and
have

rrahs and hoz.
'Md of the Alc

t 60 hours a week, Some of
1 up all night.




