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A Drama Plays Out, But Its
Full Meaning May Be Missed

The drama has played out al Sumner,
Mississippi, and the verdict is in.

Acquittal

Two white half-brothers, accused of
killing a Negro youth from, Chicago,
¢leared by a jury of their peers

Cleared in the full view of a watch-
ful nation, and an apprehensive South.

The nation watchful, and the
South lpprrhenswr. because there is no
way to-lift the case of Emmett Louis Till
out of the context of the tangled and
emotional race question.

Were that possible, the real tragedy
could be pointed up more sharply.

For if the trial of J. W. Milam and
Roy Bryant proves anything, it proves
that justice is all too often thwarted in
many parts of the South — for whites
and blacks alike — by incredibly inade-
quate law enforcement at the local level.

A modern, professional criminal in-
vestigation would have closed the loop-
holes in the state's case.

But the sheriff — a politician, paid
by fees — couldn't say for sure whether
the hole in the head of the body pulled
from the waters of the Tallahatchie
River was made by a bullet.

Or whether the bullet penetrated the

Nor was there an autopsy which would
have revealed the time and cause of
death, and determined any distinguish-
ing physical marks.

Nor did the sheriff produce the
flashlight and the gun Milam was said
to have carried the night he and Bryant
took Emmett Till {rom the home of an
uncle.

And so the defense was able to cast
doubt on the identification of the body

as that of Emmett Till. Despite ag
gressive prosecution and evenshanded
rulings {rom the bench, the state’s case
was less than air-tight.

These things will be forgotten.

What will be remembered is that Em-
mett Till was a Chicago Negro . . . that
a white woman in Mississippi said a Ne-
gro tried to “date” her . . . that a white
jury freed her husband and his half-
brother who admitted taking the Chi-
cago Negro away in the night but said
they turned him loose . . . that the moth-
er identified the battered body as that
of her son, Emmett Till . . . that no one
has turned up another body.

And so, the verdict of public opinion
will be that Mississippi has granted
license to murder, if that is necessary
to keep the black man in his place.

The thoughtful Southerner — and he
is more numerous and more influential
than residents of the non-South realize
— i3 bitter and ashamed that an Em-
mett Louis Till could be murdered in
his region without the murderers being
found and brought to justice,

But if he is a realist, he also knows
that there may be other Tills in the
South's future, and that his job is to
fight with all his vigor against those
who would take the law into their own
hands, no matter what the provocation,

If the drama at Sumner shocks the
South and the nation into a greater
understanding of the complexity and ex-
plosiveness of the race question, if it
prompts men of good will and patience
to seize the race issue from the ex-
tremists on both sides, it will not have
been without ultimate benefit.

Southward, An Active Reminder

In their prideful recital of local virtues
and their faith in civic progress, Char-
lotteans play second fiddle to nobody.
Once in a while, though, they peek across
the pit where Atlanta holds forth in
brass.

With reason, too. For the music com-
ing out of the Georgia crossroads has a
most contagious beat.

The other midday, for example, the
Queen City Chamber of Commerce
rounded up a passel of local leaders and
fed them on cold cuts as preface to more

fare. The after-lunch
cemerpmm was a $15,000 color film,
showing what Atlanta is doing—and
plans to do—to relieve its metropolitan
problems and make life a little more
pleasant for the Seven Hundred Thou-
sand-Plus it claims as its own.

The problems are the same as those
of Charlotte—traffic and parking, pres-
ervation of the central business district,
health, slum clearance, public transit.

But Atlanta is moving ahead in a hurry
with expressways that deserve the label,

with offstreet parking development, with
hospitals, redevelopment projects,
planned industrial areas, street improve-
ments, water-sewer expansions.

Detailed plans are already drawn for
a long-range program of i
that public and private lnlercsu will
finance for a Greater Atlanta to come.
Charlotte can learn from Atlanta—and
even as a teaser, the filmed report con-
tained an impressive message.

Aot of the problems of urban growth
can be avoided if you anticipate their
development through wise planning.
Others can be eliminated at limited cost
if you catch them in time. Some, in At-
lanta and in Charlotte, need the shock
treatment. And the shock treatment is
expensive, But the dying patient can't
afford to count pennies.

In the bid for center of the southeast
stage by Charlotte and Atlanta, time is
on the local side. But our Georgia neigh-
hors have managed a handsome head-
start,

Greece Has No Claim To Cyprus

It is unfortunate that the futile argu-
ment about the possible annexation of
Cyprus to Greece should be brought to a
boiling point at this time.

There is no basis, historical or other-
wise, for the Greek claim to sovereignty
over Cyprus. It has never been subject
to modern Greece. The claim recalls
Mussolini’s agitation for the annexation
of Corsica to Italy. That island had been
under the dominion of ancient Rome, but
was never a part of the territory of mod-
ern Italy,

Cyprus, however, was not even sub-
ject to ancient Greece, because the
Greece of those days was never a nation
in the modern sense. It was composed
of city states which were sometimes
temporarily federated in the face of a

common danger but which were more
often at war among themselves. The
rivalry and hostility of Athens and-Spar-
ta was notorious and lasted for centuries.

Meanwhile, Cyprus was an indepen-
dent state under its own king, Its inhabi-
tants would have jeered at the idea that
it was subject to any city state on the
mainland.

In modern times it was subject first
to Turkey and later to Britain,.but never
to Greece. The population today is 75
per cent Greek and 25 per cent Turkish,
The Greeks don’t want to join Turkey,
and the Turks don't want to join Greece,
Therefore, Greece is simply looking for
trouble if it plans to annex an island
with that hostile minority.

Federal Aid Not The Answer—Yet

Ordinarily the New York State confer-
ence on Education would not cause any
more comment than most of the other
47 conferences tiat are preparing for
the White House meeting. But Governor
Harriman might be the Democratic nomi-
nee for President, and he used this gath-
ering as a platform o urge a sweeping
program of federal aid to education

He cited statistics, all of them correct
to show the bad state of the public
schools, and then he launched into his
argument that only the federal govern-
ment can deal with such a situation.

He was not satisfied with aid to the
public schools; he advocated also federal
scholarship aid for colleges and universi-
ties

For twenty years the partisans of fed-
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eral aid to education have been saying
that only the central government ean pro-
vide the funds necessary to meet the
emergency. They have pooh-poohed the
argument that with federal aid will in-
evitably go federal control of the public
schools.

Yet federal control Is always a danger
to be reckoned with

More important, there is reason to
doubt that all the states have reached the
limit of their ability to do-for-themselves
in building schools. North Carolina, for
example, a stale with little monetary
wealth but great numbers of children,
has made spectacular progress in the
past decades

But has North Carolina done all that
it is able to do? Or South Carolina? Or
even Gov. Harriman's far richer state of
New York?

As a general principle, The Observer
stands for local responsibility for local
matlers and state responsibility for state
matters. Federal aid o education, at
best, is a last-ditch measure, to be resort-
ed to only when the states and local
communities are so impoverished, or so
derelict in their responsibilities, that the
job cannot be done otherwise

That day is not yet at hand. Let us
hope it never will be.

Slow For Better Mileage

THE OBSERVER FORUM

When Do The Buses Run?

there anybody in the City
wf Chlﬂvlh that :ln fell me
what schedule the buses run?

LAST THURSDAY night, I
stood and waited 50 minutes for
a bus. I finally had to wind up
taking a cab so don't know if
one ever came along. I just miss-
ed ome at a quarter lo mine
and at 20 minutes to ten is when
1 gave up.

Saturday night T again missed
a bus at a quarter to 11, at a
quarter to 12, I had to walk all
the way home. I can't afford
cabs gvery night in the week. [
never heard of the last bus of
the night running at a quarter
\n 11. Particularly on Saturday

ight.

"R they only intend running
one every hour, at least let the
public know when to expect that
one. It certainly is exasperating
to stand on street corners in-
definitely, 1f that 1s the best
service they can give it would
seem time their charter was
rTvokzd and given to someone
else.

BOTH IN THE MORNING and
at night, I've stood on the cor-
ners waiting for buses. Cars
drive by, in some cases, the
drivers stare at you, but do you
think they ever ask if they can
give you a lift? That might
come under the heading of
Southern  Hospitality. During
my sojourn in Charlotte, I've

found that to be something
sadly lacking.

KARL HARTE
Charlotte. .

Acreage Measure
Called Inexact

1 have read your account rela-
tive to the controve over to-

bacco acreage measurements,
and have also heard it discussed
over the radio.

1 ASSUME THAT the aerial
photo-planimetric method now in
use is the same as has hereto-
fore been employed by the De-
partment of Agrieulture, which
is based on photos to the scale
of 660 feét to the inch; that is,
one square inch on the photo
Is equivalent fo fen acres on
the ground. At this scale, a de-
viation of the tracer.arm of the
planimeter, of one-fiftieth of an
inch from the true path, would
yield a result in error by 4 per

cent, or four-hundredths of an
acre for each acre measured.

I might say that the errqrs
arising from area determination
by this method are not to be
laid to the photos—they are re-
markably accurate—but to the
scale used; the exact deter-
mination of the edge of the field
and its proper delineation on the
photo, and the mechanical and
visual impossibility of following
exactly this line with the trac-
ing-point.

To justify expression of area
in terms of onewone hundredth
of an acre would require a photo
made at a much larger scale,
say ten rods, or 165 feet to
the inch, plus very careful trac-
ing, under ideal conditions of
light, by an experienced plani-
meter operator.

IN MY HUMBLE OPINION, if
it is desired that these areas
be determined within such limit
then an actual survey of the
fields will be necessaiy. Cer-
tain methods, known to most
good surveyors, would yield tire

desired results, and with ac.
curacy,

R. E. WICKER
Pinehurst.

Reereation Lack
Sells Town Short

few communitiés have
sufficient facilities for entertain-
ing our teen agers. Soon the
balmy days of summer and ear-
)y fall will be hnWry Thu lvnm—

ming pools, recreation p:

cal beaches, bueblll plrb lm'l
pienic grounds will be closed.
What do we have to offer our
youth in the way of recreation?

1f we are ill-equipped and fail
to have a place where our young-
sters can meet to spend their
leisure time, we are selling our
community short. We should ex-
ert our efforts- collectively in
bringing into existence a decent
place where the young genera-
tion can congregate and be su-
pervised in healthful recreation.

Something must be done to
replace the outdoor activities
our youths have enjoyed “during
the summer months. The an-
swer to this problem is up to the
public of the immediate com-
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munity. The taxpayer will be
willing to contribute his or her
share of the expense of main-
taining a community center if
properly approached, Whether
there are children in their im-
mediate family or not, they will
be glad to contribute to the wel-
fare of future generations.

JACK DUNWOODY,
Charlotte.

‘Right To Vote,’
Period, Exclamation

Seems to me that some of you
educated editors would investi-
gate the meaning of segrega-
tion.

Here is what my book says,
and as taught me ‘while study-
ing law in a large southern law
college:

“Article XV, the right of the
citizens of the United States to
.vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or
by any State on account of col-
or, race, or previous condition
of servitude, (2) The Congress
shall have ver to enforce this
article by appropriate legisla-
tion.""

Now where does this social
equality give the colors or rights
to white schools, ete. Looks like
a big book of politics.

. L. LAWSON
Wadesboro.

WESTBROOK PEGLER

Wild-Riding Italians
Put Rodeo To Shame

ROME = On his routine polit-
ical pilgrimage to Israel an
Rome, Mr, Wagner, the mayor
of New York,
told the mayor
of Rome that
he was well
impressed by
the absence of
th hory

squawking and
yapping of au-
tomobile horns,
day and night.

Thanks (o r
that civilized
innovation goes
back to Mussolini, ough the
undisciplined  French forbade
the nuisance about 25 years ago
and the British, too, in recent
years, whether by compulsion
or decent forbearance, have
used competence at the wheel
in place of the barbarous din

most American cities.
However, if Wagner had want-
ed to be honest and not just
complimentary, he should have
added that the ‘horrible racket
of ‘the exhaust from thousands
of nasty, snarling little motor-
eycles, and the rumbling bellow
of big ones and practically all
cars, including trucks and buses,
more than compensate the boon
that pleased him so.

THESE PEOPLE are ulter
fools when they get aboard any
‘vehicle driven by a motor,

hey must be fairly good driv-
ers because otherwise most of
them would have been killed
long ago but even so their ac-
cident rate is fabulous, though
without a very high rate of
human casualties. That is, they
smash up an enormous number
of cars and motoreycles and

walk as_the flyers used

n say.

They haven't the slightest re-
spect for the pedestrian and 1
fell you 1 have stood on my
little balcony at the Hotel Flora
overlooking the Borghese Gar-
dens and watched as many as
three and four of those beauti-
ful, stupid dummies in the white
police uniforms ignoring out-
rageous conduct that would get
you not erely a ticket but a
ride in the pie wagon in any
American city.

THERE ARE thousands of
these chorus men around town,
beautiful body work surmounted
by mush, who just lund around
traffic, in-
cluding feeble old people and
knee-high children risk their
lives in wild traffie guided by
the absolute reverse of the New'
York principle that the pedes-
lrlan always has the right of

Thal rule was laid down im-
promptu by an ill-tempered ty-
rant of the traffic court years
ago because a member of his
family had been clipped and, I
lhivldl killed by some motor ve-

icle.

1t has beenv llnerllly speak-

ing, the cops ever
since, Alllw«[h m some excep-
tional positions people are ex-
pected to obey the sign:
the drivers do.

A friend of mine who has lived
in Italy a long time and obsery-
ed the Italians under Mussolini,
in the war and since, frankly
puts down this barbarity toward
the people on foot to immatur-
ity.

THEY ARE said to be poor

FROM THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

and rrrlcmdr le getting l’
and $4 a day with m
clothing so dear are not m-
ing very high on the hog unless
there are multiple jobs in a
family which often is the fact.
But, whatever the joker, they
never had so many motoreycles
and cars, mostly little European
jobs with an lmmru capacity
to al If a dozen passen-
gers, and the movelty of power
and speed at their command
sels them crazy.

They charge at you from ll'l
directions and  whip
corners with their tires urllm-
ing and it is not a wise idea to
stand on what you conceive to
be your rights hecause they
know nothing about your rights
and care less,

1 have never seen such brutal
conduct anywhere and the apa-
thy of the cops is amazing
cause this goes on under their
eyes and yet they will saunter
over and poke a ticket at a per-
son who has parked where he
shouldn't or haul down a driver
for passing on the right. They
get a percentage of the fines,
t00.

THE RACKET of the exhaust
is maddening. 1t starts early and
continues beyond midnight and
with mufflers to be had for a
few hundred lire the reason may
be found in a childish desire
to make a noise to celebrate
their ownership. Mussolinl
would have fixed that with an
order.

T suspect that this racket is
also a battle-cry of freedom by
a people who are divided by a
lot of political passions and ful-
ly exercise their right to annoy
whomsoever. Gasoline is very
expensive and European engines
are designed for economy but
they all race their motors at all
traffic stops.

The motorcycle, however ,
nuisance though it is, has de-
veloped a beautiful equestrian
grace among the young women
who ride side-saddle behind
their jockeys, their skirts flows
ing in the slip-stream. They are
absolutely relaxed and take wild
serpentine curves through- tral-
fie and around corners with
charming poise.

YOU START, as you do,
with the fact that most of these
babes are young, beautiful and
joyodls, the production adds up
to an esthetic delight to weigh
against the noise.

The girl latches onto the Joe's
waistline with her right arm
but [ have seen papa, mama and
two children roaring along on
two wheels.

Out in the country, when a
huntsman goes out for robins
or sparrows with his shotgun
slung over his shoulder, he car-
ries his dog in a wooden bos
behind him. The mutts seem
complacent.

"Twixt Cup And Couch, A Slip

For a time in Washington it was _cholofists don't think much of the whole method was just a pipe

fashionable to use
and a cocktail glass in an aptitude
test for job applicants. The pur-
‘pose of the known as the
“assessment method,” was to
study the applicant when he wasn't
lpplymg for a job but just being
imself.

'I'he general idea was that by ob-
serving closely ‘the man's beha-
vior and personality the psycholo-
gist could diagnose his fitness for
the job he was applying for, The
Office of Strategic Service, our
war-time cloak-and-dagger agency
is reported to have used the sys-
tem before issuing the equipment.

It turns out now that many psy-

GOP Out To Label Democrats

NEW YORK—Harry S. Tru-
man, the prominent pianist who
seldom soft-pedals anything, got
off a crack the
other day
which won't
make his mem-
oirs but which
! will make one
of the stormy
issues of the
'8 presidential
campaign

Except in po-
liticai _circles,
it has been lit-
tle noticed that
the ex-president of the U, §. told
a Detroit Labor Day Rally that
the approaching merger of the
AFLCIO, “is scaring the day
lights out of the Republicans

(and they) are alraid
of what you will do in the elec-
tions of ‘5.

The lack of a reliable politi
cal geigercounter prevents a
measure of the alleged fright in-
side Republican circles. But it
ean be reported that the White

.

House, Secretary of Labor
James Mitehell and the staff
and leaders of the Republican
National Committee now real-
ize that Labor's campaign ma-
chinery next year will be smooth
and hard-hitting—perhaps more
50 than that of the Democratic
Party itsell.

TO BEGIN with, the AFL and
10 political machines will be
meshed, for the first time in
history, into one national politi-
cal headquarters when .the ‘56
campaign starts.

That's definite. Plans for such
political action ndoubted-
ly be discussed at the AFL's
high command sessions in New
York on Oct. 19 or 2.

This means the AFL's Labor
League for Political Education,
which can easily put 100,000 pre-
cinct workers into action in the
big Industrial centers, will be
merged with the C10's Pelitical
Action Committee, which itself
has scores of thousands of such
activists avallable for duty.

But the scope of labor’s politi-
cal drive against President Eis-
enhower and a vast majority of
the Republican candidates can
be seen in the AFL's plans for
the election. Next year, in a
precedent-breaking move, the
AFL political league will get its
point of view directly into the
homes of its 11,000,000 members.

THIS WILL be done through
the mailing of a four-page publi-
cation—in one of the greatest
mass distributions of all time.
It's reasonable to believe that
with the CIO merged with the
AFL, the mailing will also go
to 5,000,000 CI0 members—mak-
ing this a mailing of at least
16,000,000 pieces.

The railway unions have work
ed with the AFL and CIO in the
past—and ihe rail outfits have
another half million or so who
will undoubtedly get the four-
pager

This publication will list the
veting record of every Congress-
man on every issue. It will 'point

patients. Anyone who has been

an ordinary cocktail party can un-
derstand their sbjections; it must
have become increasingly difficult
to tell the applicants from the as-
sessors as the party progressed.
Whether some of the notes made
at the party were entirely deci-
pherable we don't know; but Dr.
Cronbach of the Office of Naval
Research says that anyway the
assessments weren't all they were
expected to be.

In fact, Dr. Cronbach, as presi-
dent-elect of the American Psy-
chological Association, told the
members the other day that the

psychologist idea of having to mix drinks -nd dream. The trouble was that the

iyltlm tried to predict how a man
would react in a difficult situation
when neither the man or the psy-
chologist judging him had ever
been in just that situation,

There certainly is good logic in
the doctor's view. Predicting hu-
man behavior in unusual circum-
stances is about as ruessy a bit of
work as we can think of. It's even
tricky business when the circum-
stances are not at all unusual.
But to try to predict how a per-
son will behave away from a cock-
tail party is about as difficult as
predicting who will behave at one.

‘Labor-Dominated’

out who voted down the line for
labor's bills—and who voted
against them.

The strategy of this unprece-
dented mailing is to get labor's
message in one compact pack-
age right into the homes of
some 50,000,000 to 60,000,000 vot-
ers,

IN THE PAST, the AFL and
(CIO have distributed these vnt~
ing records to selected grou
and to union headquarters IW
posting and discussion. Now, the
material will be put directly
into the home of every member
of the AFL—and the CIO, too,
apparently—se that not only will
the union member read it but it
will be seen by his entire family.

Then, it is hoped that the
four-pager will be sent on to
friends. But the labor strate-
#ists, now preparing the bulle-
tin, are counting on each home
to add two or three readers to
the 16,000,000 memberghip to-

tal
Never has there been such

coverage.

The AFL, at least, will con-
centrate ml lhc industrial cen-
ters rankly recognizes
that it has muz chance fo swing
farm votes. But it does hope to
carry every industrial area—
and some of the Federation's peo-
ple believe this will be enough
to beat even Dwight D. Eisen-
bower,

THE REPUBLICAN counter-
offensive will be hinged on an
effort to separate regular Dem-
ocratic voters from the Democra-
tic Party candidate by charg-
ing that the Party is dominat-
ed by labor, ils manpower and
its funds, Already the Republi-
can aitack has singled out a
group of political labor men
and plans to brand them as
“leftwing" and “‘power-hungry.”

It's a safe prediction that
what was reflected by Harry
Truman's romn-k will become
as much e in this cam-
paign as “ Clm || with Sidney™
was In




