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Red Ink On Charlotte s Safety Books

[PROMOTING

traffic safety

munity is like housebr Iy
Education comes first. Th 1e e
cating doesn't take, the only answer is
swift, sure discipline

It usually takes a little of both.

rlotte, with more cars and grea
traffic woes than any other Tar I!ul
city has a poor safety record because it
has been lax in both education and dis-
cipline. Its techniques need improving.
and none quite so much as education.
The revival by City Manager Henry A.
Yancey of proposals for a safety bureau
is particularly welcome. The need is
great. Both traffic deaths and injuries in
creased in Charlotte in 1954. In fact
only two cities in its populati
had more traffic fatalities

It is obvious that the
ment has not been measu
responsibility in this matter. The
manager frankly admitted as much
week. “We've done a sorry job,” he sai rt
“and we're not going to get adequate
results until we have someone to assign
it to.

Fundamentally a soetal problem. traf
fic safety is the responsibility of all seg-
ments of society—of business and indus
try, of schools, of local civic organiza-
tions and of the public itself. But when
government plays an ineffectual role
efforts of nongovernmental agencies lose
much of their potential effectiveness
Persuasion and pressure brought to bear
on the public unofficially can accomplish
little without a reasonable degree of re;
ulatory control being exerted at the same

time by government to supy
Of course, a safety b
But thought should also b €

ablishment of a school traffie

There should be
forcement
need for better regulation of pedestrian
traffic.

These are all basic items. None ~hm i
be mneglected. Unless a substant
tion of them are adopted. hope fc
better safety record in Charlotte is ve
dim indeed

stricter law er

Politics Aaam
()“IHH?“.‘I \I' b ocation :

ts. GOP Se \ ays

Department s

itics with camp location by

r cold areas such a
Wiley didn't detail
but they sound reasonabl
gon is no stranger to polit
ness knows the Army
in research on cold
techniques that ought to be

But seasons do change. Summer
to Korea as hellishly as winter, and hasic
training under a hot southern sun isn't
entirely beside the point if the
camps were moved to the bliz
maybe Wiley's home state of Wiscon
what would we have?
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The Poem The Perons Didn't Read

l‘ A workshop at Pietrasanta, laly,
stands a foot white marble statue
of Juan and Eva Peron. The man who
sculpted it is puzzled. Eva is dead and
Juan is exiled, and their God-like pre-
tensions are crumbled in the same dirt
which they ground the free people
and institutions of Argentina

Who wants the statue Leone Tomasi
labored over for three years” The Argen-
tine people dont. In Buenos Aires
people breathing the exhilarating air of
freedom for the first time in a decade
are tearing down huge portraits of Juan
and Eva, building bonfires and feeding
hundreds of marble busts of the r o
the fire. And if Peron's “sainting” of
Eva took, her angel wings must by now
be singed and black

It's a pity the brilliant minds of this
pair didn't appreciate the poets who
have a way of distilling wisdom and
making it free to all who care to read,
even to dictators.

Born in 1 and dead at 30, Percy
Rysshe Shelley found a lasting sermon
in statues. He called it Ozymanp1as and
if the Hitlers, Mussolinis, and Perons had
believed what it said. they and the world
would have been happier

For Wide-Awakes,

RECIPE for insomniacs: Plug the

teddy bear into an electric socket
Get into bed with the bear. Cuddle the
bear. Jts artificial lungs will breathe 10
to 12 times a minute. Ag it breathes you
will breathe in imitation, 10 to 12 b
a minute. Then both of you will b
because that's the rate at wk
adults breathe

So say the three British engineers who
have carried the teddy bear, breathing
gently across the threshold of the
age. So be it. But what if 1
bear blows a fuse and doesn’t br

From The Richmond News Leodor

Shelley said it like this
1 met

Who
of stone

Stand
sand

Half-sunk, a sage
twhose

And ‘mhiud Iip, and sneer of
comand,

Tell that its sculptor well those p il
ive, stamped on fthese
mocked them, and

pedestal  these words

ymadias, king of kings

Mighty, «
Round the

wreck, boundless and

The lone and level sands stretch far
away.
There are a lot of dictators in South
America, even with Peron deposed, but
there is a lot of sand, too

An Updated Bear

Will the imitating insomniac quit breath
ing, too, and drift into a sort of eternal

hibernation? Or what if the bear slips
a cog and breathes 40 times a minute
Will the lulled insomniacs wake up sprint
ing around the bed?
these fears are silly but
until we learn to accept these marvelous
advances, wo'll keep the sheep lined and
ready to jump.
Skeptical as we are, we will admit this
bear outht to ent down the suicide rate
rd of taking an overdose of

THE VINDICATION OF DR. WATSON

l OR MANY YEARS American admir

of the sleuth of all time
Sherlock Holmes, have been discontented
at the manner in which the master de
tective's friend and biographer, Dr. Wat
son n presented to the general
putvlu

Readers of the Holmes saga, of course,
know Watson for what he is—a magnifi-
cent, sturdy, loyal, dogged sort of a man
the ideal foil for the brilliant, incisive
Holmes. What would Holmes be without
Watson? Not too much, as the few Holmes
e studies written by the great detec-
tive himself show by their lacklustre
prose.

Many more Americans, however, have
known Holmes and Watson mostly
through their movie exploits, and this is
what disturbs the true Sherlockian
scholar. For while Basil Rathbone as
Holmes was all that one could ask, the
late Nigel Bruce's characterization of Dr.
Watson left much to be desired

Bruce's Watson was not magnificent;
he was foolish. He was not sturdy; he was
dense. Loyal he but stupidl¥, blindly
loyal, with none of the perceptive under-
standing of his brilliant friend that the
real Dr. Watson displayed

When in recent years the old Rathbone
Bruce films were given over to television
use, and shown over
the country, Sherlock Holm
dos trembled with despair. A new ge
eration, it was feared, would grow up
to know Dr, Watson as a plump, admiring
stooge, nothing more

At last, however, justice ls asserting

stations throughout
aficiona

ftself. Sherlock Holmes fans are breath-
There & hope abroad. For
)

ing easier.

many cities throughout the country. a
new Sherlock Holmes television series is
being started. Ronald Howard. son of the
late Leslie Howard, plays the famous
sleuth, and the role of Dr. Watson has

been assigned to H. Marion Crawford

While the new series has not yet been
acquired by a local station, we happened
to see it the other night in another city,
and we admit to being entirely raptu-
rous ahout the whole thing.

As Holmes, young Howard was good
But as Watson—ah, Mr. wford was
simply magnificent. All trace of the dolt,
the buffoon was gone Watson was alert
intell Here was the man who pos-
sessed the perception and the taste to
chronicle the Holmes adventures, not a
doddering fool who could hardlv write
his name. Here, in short, was Dr. Watson
to the life, as Dr. Doyle created him

We can report other good things about
the new version of the Holmes stories.
It was faithful to its period, the 1890s
Hansoms, gas lights, British newspapers
that looked like British newspapers, not
the New York DarLy News, were to he
seen. Holmes embarked on no airplane
rides, spoiled no Nazi plots as the Rath-
bone-Bruce series had done. He was
Holmes, sweet Holmes, and Watson was
the good doctor himself

We can only hope that a Richmond TV
showings of the
of the

station will soon begin
aker

new series. Local members
e journeying
several hundred miles each week just
to see Dr. Waison played correctly. The
wrong done to several decades of Rich
monders by the Bruce characterization
must be righted. Come, gentlemen, the
game is afoot!
»
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A Problem Of Sense
Rather Than Dellars

Charlotte

read in the
that a kind
2 to send
the Negroes back to Africa. 1
would like to inform him that it
is not a problem of dollars that's
return, but a simple
matter of “sense”

T don't think his greal
forefathers would be

here to learn of the
ways, and then send us packing
back ' because

0 by color
by blood percentag
from the bad

t or not
best that's in the worst of us and
in the best of us

has won Roosevelt this

latest honor

e therefore needs no defense

h scurrilous altacks as
in Mr. Cherry’s
those of us who
not so blindly partisan that
p up with world
ese atlacks on this

—MRS. D. 8, BEATTY

Some Literally Get
Away With Murder

1
his Charlotte
n Editors, The New:
Truth REGARDING the letter written
0 = \ by a reader which appeared
ople’s Platform Sept. 20,
he: Juvenile Delinquency
Was It Discouraged?” in which
the reader questions the courts®
efforts to discourage juvenile de-
1 agree with the writer
of the letter very much, Delin-
quency and crime hy hoth juve-
es and adults are encouraged
t sentences frequently
r*r‘ down for serious crimes,
I e persons in-
¢ is also
pathy of citie

ery phase of community life rath-
er than to what goes on in the
courts.

The courts, like every other hu-

white Tan institution, are not infallible.
at al Judges are not infallible Juries
ggestion, 1 are not infallible. They need the

watchful eve of an interested and
informed public
Judging the sentences given for

vilized"

o be and and wife
the first murde ess
take the ime than mobhery and
out the ery by a Negro of a
the Negro r often brings a sus-
the good  pended s hery, seldom
Can't we have more consistent

akes the and impartial justice in our

courts?

—KATHRYN WEISNER
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WASHINGTON

JEPUBLICAN leaders are
ing at any straw in the
ster their hope that Ike will r

Two of those straws developed at Den. such concern unles

er Ike made his very

ver af

ing statement that the party shoul

depend on one man
came out at a pr
p .m.\‘ d

Pennsyl
the GOP Congressiona
outlook of House races for

‘Marginal’ Contests

Tke was particularly
“marginal”

Committce, on the
1956

interested tn
contests for House seats i

ning as
mr le

accept renomimation

“Well, if he doesn
ness man,
he gets fo it"

various states, urged Simpson to concen:

‘uu evidenced

ght the Presi

“I'll jump off that Nme when

ning to step aside

it’s true, but they enc

a

" he planned to lead ers like Len Hall. who
discowrag the ticket agan that he'll commit suicide if Tke doesn
o ron
Second Straw ;
ale 885 go i the form of a joke Harry Nixes Adlai

n Hall about  This will be denie
sked by

hind the

Truman is worki
would

e busi- in 1952, Adlai Stevenson

an array of favorite-son

too heartily for a man who was plan

These were meager straws in the wind
d GOP

says facetic

1, but exPre

sidetrack the presidential h\ut\\
the man he supported for the presidency

Truman's secret strategy is to line up

candidates

Republicans reported that Tke laughad tie up the votes and block Stevenson
’

at the 1938 convention. As fhe conven-
tion develops, the favorite sons will throve
their votes fo the strongest candidate,
whom an expects to be New York
Gov. Averell Harriman or Tennessee's
Sen. Estes Kefauver

Nothing Personal

has assured
that there's

nly
He still believes

the good of the \m y
Stevenson would make a fine president
He has the highest respect and admira

tion for him. But he's more convinced
than ever that the defeated 1952 candi
date lacks mace appeal 5




