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Giving Aid & Comfort To Tax Cheats

N THE strange labyrinths of U. §
morality, cheating the tax collector is
frequently considered no worse than
cheating at solitaire. Some judges and
juries with their bland and jolly attitude
toward offenders have obviously con-
tributed toward this feeling of only
slightly tarnished virtne on the part of
offenders
This is certainly true in parts of North
Carolina. In fact, when Internal Revenue
Commissioner T. Coleman Andrews let
loose his recent blast at soft treatment
of tax evaders in the courts, he might
well have been aiming a good part of
his fire directly at the Tar Heel State
According to some figures just gath
ered by the Washington Bureau of the
Ravzice News & Osseaver, 193 tax
dodgers appeared for sentencing before
federal benches in North Carolina dur-

ing the nine-year period ending last
June 30. But only 35—or 26 per cent
actually received jail sentences. The na

tional average is 42 per cent

In the Western District, only 10—or 29
per cent—of the 34 tax dodgers up for
sentencing were sent to jail

In the Eastern District, there were 37
offenders and only four—11 per cent—
received jail sentences

In the Middle District, there were 62
eonvicted tax dodgers and 21-—or 34 per
ecent—received jail sentences.

Of course, each case must be judged
on its own merits. But too often we

have seen leniency where none was de-
served. This has tended to make dishon-
esty both possible and profitable. And it

works to penalize the honest citizen who
s scrupulously fair and pays his full
share.

Occasionally when a prominent citizen

s caught red-handed, his friends, neigh-
bors and employes {lood the court with

emotional ers telling what a “good
citizen e defendant is and how much
he deserves a break. Almost as often as
not he gets the break, together with a
Jesson just stern enough to teach him
to cover his tracks a little more skill-
fully next me
This sort of “give-'em-a-break” attitude
in the courtroom was wttacked by Mr
obstructing the efforts of
Revenue rvice and the

tment to cut down on tax

evasion "
Worse ths

1 thal, it is an encourage-
it. And the cheater is not
merely swindling some vastly impersonal
mechanism called “government.” He is
cheating himself and his neighbors as
well by not shouldering his fair share of
the burden—thus making higher taxes
necessary

The time for a crackdown is long over-
due. We hope that both judges and juries

in North Carolipa and throughout the
nation—take Mr. Andrews' message to
heart

The Twists And Turns Of Tragedy

HE climate of justice in North Caro-
lina: Variable.

Last year, a Raleigh coroner’s jury
cleared state prison employes of any
“culpable negligence” in the strange
death of 18-year-old Eleanor Rush in an
isolation ward at Woman's Prison

Now, the State Industrial Commission
has ruled that the young prisoner was
indeed the yictim of some measure of
negligence on the part of prison em-
ployes that the State Highway
Commission pay $3000 to her mother
as damages under the State Tort Claims
Act. Said the decision: “The very fact

that the prisoner's neck was dislocated
in the application of gags is strong evi-
dence that the same was done without
the care required by law.”

Thus is added another confusing and
contradictory chapter to a case which
was subject to some curiously unsatisfac-
tory handling in the past

The circumstances which permitted a
young girl to die so terribly reflect no
credit on the state. The situation was
in no way improved by the lamentable
manner in which the early investigation
of the tragedy was handled and the
length of time it has taken to fix any
sort of responsibility.

The Chinese Seek The Larger Prizes

HERE is much room for happiness,
but little for optimism, in the Chi-
nese decision to release the 41 Americans
remaining in Red China
The news that the prisoners finally
are to be freed is like a little breath of
sanity blowing out of the steamy jungle
of fear and depravity the Communists
have planted and tended within their
wide borders; and the Americans turn-
ing toward freedom on that gentle breeze
and the friends and relatives who await
them must know an exaltation, a taste
for freedom that few of their fellow
citizens have experienced. The opening
of the gates, if only for a moment, is
cause enough for a thankful feeling that
the Communists have decided to do a
right thing
But the Chinese have no claim on our
appreciation. Their decision, as in the
ease of the tortured fliers they finally
freed, is a picce of a strategy of giving
up stolen goods with a gesture of mag
nammltv in order to win the larger
rizes of respectability. These larger
pﬂ:e: include an end of the U S. em.

bargo against China, the fulfillment of
her claims to Formosa and her admis-
sion to the United Nations

All these are considerations presum-
ably open to discussion on the Geneva
agenda now that the prerequisite of free-
dom for the American civilians is to be
met. If the Communists give further
evidence of good conduct they are mat-
ters the U. S. may strategically deal
with. It would be unthinkable, of course,
to permit the Communists to have For-
mosa, for that island is essential to the
security of the Pacific. Trade with them
in any sort of heavy materiel would be
equally foolish until good conduct gives
some semblance of becoming a habit. It
is the question of a U. N. seat that the
U §. can properly use as a lever to guar-
antee a measure of stability in the
Orient

But even that prize is one that should
not be yielded until the Chinese have
demonstrated a willingness to pay what
for them would be a bitter price—an
exercise of decency and good manners
over a long period of time

What Does U. S. Labor Want?

IGHT wing pundits who predict that
the AFL-CIO merger will spawn a
new political party are consulting clouded
crystal balls.
A U. S. Labor Party? Hardly.
The unions cannot go it alone any
more than big business can go it alone
After all, organized labor's special in:
terests are no more special, in the long
run, than any other slice of America's
population
What does labor want? Frank Crane,
North Carolina’s commissioner of labor,
attempted to answer that question last

From the Greenville (5. C.) Piedmont

LAMENT FOR

AYS are hot and nights are not so cool,

but soon that will end. Daylight
hours will grow shorter and night tem-
peratures will drop and before long there
will be a touch of frost in the air

The first freeze of fall will not be far
behind. It will be a signal for the coun
try dweller who has hogs to bestir him.
self with preparations for conve his
porkers into the delicacies which make
autumn, for many, the most
season of the year—spareribs and sa
and liver pudding and souse meat and
with the passage of time, country ham

pleasant
age

that “perhaps™ Once, there
would have been no doubt that five or
six months after hog-killing time there
would have been dark, pepper-coated
hams hanging in the smoke house, ready
for the knife to slice and the palate to

morning that brings the hog to his fate
And great is the pity of it

Twenty years ago, you'd
& farm that hrd no hams. Now they are

hardly find

week in Spencer. Said he

I believe that five things are upper-
most in the minds of most workers.
These are (1) security, (2) recognition,

s, (4) safe and healthful
ment, and (5) opportu-

(8) good w
places of empla
nity for

In short
the same tt
wants.

The future of labor lies in serving the
wunity interest as well as the shop
interest. By working for the security
of all. labor can obtain its own security

advancement."
then

labor wants essentially
everybody, everywhere,

COUNTRY HAM

too few. The farmer will, perhaps, cure
two or four for his own use. but there
is hardly ever that abundance which
allowed him to pass on to neighbors
r friends a sampling of his cure.

roper curing of hams is a time-con-
i risky business. It is much
r to convert all of the meat to
* and store it away, or, worst of
the fresh ham.
The true country ham is passing. It is
another price we pay for progress,

Mrs. Mosquito
ter?

Mrs. Housefly: ‘She just went to the
front door for a screen test."—CarLsBAD
CURRENT-ARGUS.

“Where is your daugh-

Pome In Which Is Contalned A Modicum
of Advice About Certain Risks
Don't give way to common dread—

Také a chance and plunge ahead
ATLANTA JOURNAL
Nobody is interested in your troubles

uniess a w
0RO (GA.) Hinouul'u\' AL

ved —GrEENS

Affair Of Professionals

The GOP’s Critical Problem

NEW YORK
ry after Labor
n the summer holi-
have

days are ov
begun again

there is so

mo present need 1o

war. The two parties have their
work cut out for them getting
ready for next year's elections

a5 yet there are no signs

voters are paying much

There i e of the an
and

poli affair of the profes
sional politi cians,

gether with those members of

the House who have sure seats

and long service and high seniori

Yy might be called the con
Al

1»..“ Sial (o us

I'\u"h

A significant fa
of professional
at they ¢

about  this

e. Moreover,

By WALTER LIPPMANN

ships, they make the party’s pub-
lic record in between elections.
There is no higher authority on
the party's ciples and pro-
grams than theirs, and there is
no politician on the outside who
can lead them or can speak for

hem
FIRST INTEREST

Their primary personal interest
is not to elect a president. It is
to fortify their own position in
Congress, in their constituencies,
and in the control of the party o
ganization. They would like best,
of course, to be the senior mem
bers of a party that controlied
both ends of Pennsylvania Ave-
nue, But it is against their inter-
est to have a president of their
own party who ignores them or,
worse still. might challenge them

The other group of professional
ans is drawn from the state
s the big cities. The
ss up are centered
i (i ook e comtivsncien
The other group are centered in
the doublful states and the highest
contested “districts. They look to-
ward the White House and to-
ward national, rather than a re-
gional leadership. For their elec-
t hard fought and they
need help from the nationa' party
might perhaps be called the
dential group.
DoUBTFUL STATHS

Their pr interest fn na-
tional polities is th sidency
Based ax they are in the doubtfl
states, they are far more keenly
aware than are the congressional
group of the role of the independ-

‘a\

tion three years ago was hrought
about because the Republican gov-
ernors had greater
strength
group who supported
may then note that for the !\Ml
two years of Eisenhower's admin-
istration the congressional group,
nevertheless, continued to control,
¢ it had for 20 years, the party
in Congress and the party machin
ery in the nation. They gave the
president a very rough ride. They
opposed him, they frustrated him,
they interfered with him, they
h< assed and embarrassed him.
came the mid-term elections
n!’ 1954, which proved to be a re-
counding defeat for the congress-
ional faction of the Republican
party. This defeat broke their pow-
er and the president became at
lang last the leader of his party
and the master of his own admin-
istration
HIGH WINDS

Since then. his prestige has
soared to great heights on the
rising winds of prosperity and
peace. He can, of course, have
the nomination by acclamation
But the game is not over. The
underlying con
two groups
s a permanent feature of

dent,

as a genuine Eisenhower Republi-
can. His political roots are, or
at least have been,
sition to Eisenhower.
loyal he has been to the Presi-
the choice of Elsenhower's
running mate is certain
come highly controversial.

‘ouldn’t it be nice if we could convince the Dem~
ocrats lke is invincible if he decides to run . .
might even concede the election before it starts ,

. they

to run on, while allowing the
presidency to go to Eisenhower
by tacit consent. The problem of
the national or presidential Dem-
ocrats, of whom the leading fig-
ures are Stevenson, Kefauver and
Harriman, is whether there are
politically effective ways of d

in the oppo-
However

to be-
It is

our party system. Only tempo- and will continue to be, a matter taching the independent and the
rarily, owing to Eisenhower's emi- of deep concern to the Republi- wandering Democrat ffom Eisen-
nence, has this conflict beem cans who run for election in the hower

pushed under the surface doubtful states. And, or c As of now, they have ne hope

It will rise up again. With Ei- the
senhower's position indisputable
the key position in the confliet
is the vice presidency. Thal is in

Democrats will be sure to
exploit the issue.

In the same terms,
say in terms of the two factions

of doing this unless, as is impro
able, something goes unespected-
ly wrong with the existing pros-
perity. The one critical weaknéss

that is to

they ma be in power, as
are the congressional Democrats

or a

ent voter

This causes them to fav-

today, though the administration gional, a broad rather than a nar-

belongs to the other party. Wheth moderate rather than an

er or not they the ms. me, party program at issue
jority in either house, and | e terms, we may remem- Mr. Nixon
fore the committee chairman- ber that Eisenhower's nomina-

part because of Eisenhower s age,
a {act to which he himsel{ has
national rather than a re- u”rd attention. It is also beeause
second and last term, the
control of the party will again be  ord

unlike for example
Gov. Herter, cannot be regarded

within each party, the Democrats
find themselves with the record
made by the congressional fac-
tion. This is a perfectly good rec-
made by the congressional
faction. This is a perfectly good
record for the congressional Dem-
ocrats from the safe constituency

in the Republican position is that
the succession to Eisenhower is
not safely and surely provided
for. and that the remarkable
national unity which prevails un-
der Eisenhower has been made to
depend exclusively on one man,
on one mortal man alons

British Socialists Need A Definition Of Their Cause

By STEWART ALSOP

LONDON And

ASILY THE MOST interest what

politic In
ain today noted
which is gol the top pay
t the hottom of the British So. tions.

cialist Party. The soul-searching

two questions. Al

wrote as follows
h Socialist would  “There are signs of something,
that way, the of which we should do well to apart from the fact
question may be phrased about take note. 1 fancy that in the
s follows last year or two more and ter off people.
Is socialism necessary? more peo are beginning to rather odiously hypoeritical.”

‘So Nice

BRE TG IO PO BT e

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Editors’ Note: While Drew Pearson
i on a brief vacation his column is
being written by members of his staff.
WASHINGTON
NSIDE story can now be told of how
the Army bungled a murder investi
gation and let a brutal killer go free
The crime was committed nearly 10
years ago—at 3 am. Jan. 7, 1946, Three
American officers were hacked to death
with a meat ax while they lay sleeping
in a peaceful villa overlooking the Dan
ube at Passau, Germany. Their bodies
were doused with gasoline and set

to destroy the evidence.
Target

Object of the assault was Maj. Ev
erett Cof £l it
poremor o

by
T‘w ther
Wessler and
were innocent visitors who chose the
wrong, tragic night to cz the major.
They had intended to stop only a few
minutes en route to Vienna. But Cofran
spend the night—in

r‘um‘rd t
is downstairs bedrooms

ent (o the Labor party leadership,

turn to their

if socialism Is necessary. own personal
it?

a recent brilliant but little v

analysis of Socialist
s defeat in the spring elec-
Hugh Gaitskell, heir appar-

Of You To Invite Me'

B

The killer apparently chopped up
Wessler and Rosewater by mistake as
he groped in the dark from bedroom to
bedroom. He finally found Cofran asleep
in the attic and murdered him last. The
gasoline inferno, left behind by the mur-
derer, badly burned the ¢orpses and de-
stroyed part of the villa. A neighbor
also heard a splash in the Danube, and
divers later fished a bloodstained meat
ax out of the river,

Tiger Man

The ugly finger of suspicion pointed
to a junior officer, a morose man who
Army psychiatrists claimed had the la-
tent killer Instincts of a tiger. Over-
whelming evidence was piled up against
him. Then the Army mysteriously
dropped the investigation and sent the
suspéet back to the States

Nine years later, the Army dusted
the cobwebs off the case and drew up
a secret murder indictment against the
officer. But by this time exhibit No. I
the murder ax, had mysteriously’ van.
ished. Then the Army ran into a legal
block trying to extradite him back to
Germany. The case is now so m}".m in

own personal a-
fairs and to concentrate on their
advancement. No
doubt it has been stimulated by

new gadgets like refrig-
erators and washing machines, , . of
even the flood of new cars on
the home markets
like the growing Americani

Call it if you

of outlook. T believe it's there and
it's no good moaning about it—

moaning, when it comes from bet-
seems

red tape it may never go to trial

Man F

Meanwhile
man with the tiger traits, is free in this
eountry.
gloomy night he may strike again

This eolumn has painstakingly inves-
tigated the Passau
are the facts which the Army knew 10
years ago but did nothing about.

Gaitskell went on to suggest to
his fellow Socialists that it would
be wise to plan for the next elec
tion on the assumption that it

“higher living Klandan‘\ and
reasonable stability” This is a
wise, if optimistic, (ugw(tmn
on  Yet it precisely defines So-
cialist dilemma, For if you al
ready have “higher living stand-
ards and reasonable stability,” is
socialism really necessary?

LOW STANDARD

that the

to me

ter all, at a time when a ter-
ribly low standard of living and
recurrent periods of mass unem-
ployment were the lot of the
British worker. These conditions
created British socialism  and
shaped Socialist doctrine

Consider the plight of British
Socialists today. Two generations
of British workers have been
taught that Conservative rule
spells unbridled capitalism, which
in turn spells mass unemployment
and mass misery. After more
than three years of Conserva-
tive rule, the British standard of
living has never been higher
{which is a main reason for the
current hardly felt but potential-
Iy serious monetary crisis in Bi
And, privately, the Socialist
leaders rather feebly protest not
that Conservatives have permitted
unemployment but that _ they
have ‘let e\n\plﬂ)'ﬂw reach un-
realistic levels."
LOST FAITH

But what is more serious for
the Socialists — at least for the
intellectuals who are the idea men
of the party — is that they have
lost their faith in Socialist doc-
trine. The heart and soul of So-
cialist doctrine, after all has been
nationalization of industry, Take
industry out of the hands of greedy
monopolists, so the doctrine ran,
turn it over to the state to run
for the benefit of all, and a new
heaven and a new earth are au-
tomatically ushered in

Now Socialists — and many To-
ries too, for that matter—private-
ly agree that nationalization clear-
ly hasn't made much difference
one way or the other, To be sure,
the Conservatives were as wrong
as the Socialists, Nationalization
has not brought the economy
crashing down in ruins. During
the last election hardly a voice
was raised in favor of denationa-
lizing the coal or electric indus-
tries, But nationalization, which
was suppgsed to be the panacea
for everything, has quite obvious-
ly solved no basic problems, for
workers in the nationalized indus-
tries or for anyone else.
CLEAR LOSS

In the last elections, Socialists
weakly and with obvious lack o
conviction proposed nationalization

ree
the murder suspect, the
Who

knows whether some

ttiple murder. Here

might well take place at a time |

British socialism was born, al- |

CLEMENT ATTLEE
Too Many Jobs?

of the well run chemical indu

especially among
in the industry itsell
now all but a handful of left-
wingers have realized that the
magic has gone out of nationaliza-

tion, and the issue is as dead as
mutton. But if socialism is not
nationalization of industry, what

ir heaven's name is it?

Left-wing Socialists, led by An.
eurin Bevan, tried to put over an
ansgwer which might be defined
as “peace and expropriation.”
But, thanks in part to President
Eisenhower, the “peace issue” is
also just about as dead us m
ton, and any serious proposal for
the outright expropriation of pri-
vate property would be sure to
alienate huge chunks of the mid.
dle class and even the labor class
vole. As a result, Bevan, if he is
not yet as dead as mutton, is cer-
tainly politically moribund.
0DDS ON

That leaves the supremely able
Gaitskell as an odds on bet to
succeed Clement Attlee as party
leader. Neither Gaitskell nor any
of his followers has succeeded in
defining just what socialism real-
ly is. at a time when nationalizas
tion of industry is no longer a
live issue, and when the country
s prosperous and fully employed.
But at least, in the process of
soul-searching which is now go-
ing on, certain realities are being
faced, and above all, the tired
shreds of Marxism which still
clung to British Socialist doctrine
are being washed away. Al in all,
the soul-searching is a healthy
process, which American liberal
who also inherited doctrines
which have little relationship to
current reality, might well emu-
late.

How The Army Bungled Murder Probe

These grudges boiled up in the of-
ficer to the point that
quarreled with
the triple killing, He went so far, in
fact, as to ask another officer to pull
strings at higher headquarters to get
Cofran_transferred. This attempt to re-
move the major failed.

But what about the ghastly crime it
self? Investigators concluded it

he admittedly

Cofran shortly before

could

Unpopular

Major Cofran, who enlsmd as 2 pri-
vate in World War apd_came
up through !hl ranks, wi !nﬂ‘!lly un-
popular with his officers. But one of

ficer had the most esuse to hate him
This officer had considered himself in
Tine to be the next military governor,
then Cofran nmot only recommended
someone else but gave the officer a low

y rating. Cofran also threatened
ate the officer's German girl
friend on the suspicion her family was
mixed up in a shady deal. Finally, two
days befort the murder, Cofran sum-
marily fired the girl from her military
government job.

have been committed only by an athletic
person thoroughly familiar with the vil-
Ia. The officersuspect was a former gym
instructor and combat veteran. Before
the grim night, he made a careful in-
spection of the villa, including Cofran's
quarters, on the excuse his girl friend
was in charge of refurnishing it.

Other Facts

1. He spilled gasoline on his pants the
eve of the killings. He claimed it hap-
pened while tinkering with his car

2. He left fingerprints on five gaso.
line cans found in the charred villa. His
explanation: He had discovered the cans
during his inspection, hefted each one
to determige how full it was, and tested
the lids for tightness.




