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Minimum Wage Should Be 90 Cents

PRESIDENT EISENHOWER'S proposal
} for a hike in the U. 8 minimum
wage was llke a shotgun blast in a corn
fisld. 1t set oif a whole series of political
flappings and cawings on Capitol Hill
Almost everybody had a different idea
on what should be done and expressed

it at once.
Finally on Friday, a Senate labor sub
committss approved a bill to raise the
minimum wage from 75 cents to a flat
hour
in the House the cacophony con.
tinued
| —Chalrman Graham A Barden ( D-NC)
of the House Education and Labor Com-
ee said e was “pretty well satisfied”
with increasing the minimum wage to 90
cents

Rep. Ray | Madden (D-Ind) called
for a § minimum fo halt the flight
of industry to low wage southern states

3-—Rep Irwin D Davidson (D-NY)

said @ $2 minimum was essential to sup
a familv of four in mafor cities

port
4 Rep. James Roosevell (D-Calif)

said he would “go™ for 82 if necessary

to sustain libor's purchasing power

5 _Rep. Barratt O'Hara said that ex
panding economy Is necessary to avoid

“the worst depression we have ever
known "
6 Rep Thomas J Lane (D-Mass)

said “‘everysincere American is ashamed”
of the present minimum

We agree that a boost In the minimum
is needed. The present figure has
to keep pace with the general
increase in wages. It has lagged far be
hind increases in living costs. Further
an upward adjustment in the min
wige is needed to maintain a de
minimum standard of living for
Americans

wage

failed

many

The United States, by the way, enjoyed
the most prosperous year in its history
in 1953—producing 365 billion dollars
worth of goods and services. But that
same year 23 per cent of all families and
individual spending units in America
had total money incomes of less than
$2000, according to the 1954 Survey Or
Consumenr Finances of the Federal Re-
serve Board

Thus, it is not so much a question of
whether an Increase is needed but of
how much of an increase.

When all is said and done, the admin
istration’s proposal of 90 cents an hour
seems to he most reasonable, This fizure
is nailed down in the bill offered by
Sen. H. Alexander Smith of New Jerscy
ranking Republican on and former
chairman of the Senate Labor & Public
Welfare Committee

The 90-cent proposal was arrived at
after a long, comprehensive study of
U. 8 economfteonditions by federal
ecoriomists. 1t was generally agreed by
the experts that this is the highest figure
which can be economically justified in
present circumstances. Anything higher,
they said. n se lower production
and unemployment in some industries
and “would probably bring higher prices
In itx e

The

is that a sharper jump
delicate economic factors
out of foint much that it will
take vears to put the country'’s house
in order A modest increase, on the other
hand. will encourage easy adjustments.

After all, if the new rate Is unsatis-
factory, it can be tinkered with again
quite soon. Congress, heaven help us,
meets every year for just this kind of

thing

danger
might throw

50 50

The End Of A Slow-Acting Event

T WAS a cold, wintry day in 1825 A
young Kentuckian crawled into a cave
and got his fool pinned under a six-ton
houlder. For 17 days, they labored to gef
Floyd Collins out into the sunlight again
but they never did. He was entombed
in the cave

It was a hot, sultry day in 1925 At
Davton, Tenn, two old spellbinders, one
a fundamentalist, the other an agnostic,
battled it out in a judicial sideshow
called the Scopes trial. Wiiliam Jennings
Bryan and Clarence Darrow never settled
their arguments about man's kinship to
monkeys, it any

It was a clear, fall day in 1923 at the
Polo Grounds in New York. A Giant
named McGraw told his World Series
pitchers to “pitch to the big bum If he
hammers every ball in the park into the
North River” They pitched to the “bum™
and Babe Ruth became the third man

ever to homer twice in a single Series
game

About these nts it Is easy to find
almost anv detail, even down to the

weather. They are recorded in newspa
pers and hooks. They were the kind of
ents thit exploded as thev happened
Thev had more sensation than signific
carice

In E

st Orange, N. 1, Sunday night

m_The Sanford Herold

another kind of event from the '20s
came to a close in the death of Robert
Elliott Burns. His story did not explode
until years after it happened but it kept
exploding and it touched the lives of
many men

In 1022, Burns was sent to a Georgia
chain gang for a 85 hold-up in Atlanta
He escaped, went to Chicago and be-
came a successful magazine editor. Geor-
#ia found him, sent him back to the gang.
He escaped again, and this time wrote a
book—"T Was A Fuditive From A Geor-
gia Chain Gana"—that burned the con-
science and the pride of Georgians

His name became a swearword in
Georgla and many denied the truth of
his book. But 20 years after Burns was
arrested the chain gangs he wrote about
were abolished by Gov. Ellis Arnall who
later appeared as counsel for Burns be-
fore the state pardon and parole board
Burns' sentence was finally wiped away
and his civil rights restored

They never got Flovd Collins out of
his new-found cave. Thev never learned
how to pitch to Babe Ruth. Some still
But

argue that Darwin was the devil
Robert Flliott Burns helped strike the
chains from the legs of many men. not

only In Georgla, but in manvy other states
where his name was lost in the mist of
the 20s until he died the other day

PRESBYTERIANS VS. THE STATE CHURCH

IsrarLITE in its March
(which aopeared late

HE Canoina
April number

fn May) salutes the Scotchlrish Preshy
terians

Nothing strange about that  Harry
olden tor of Tue lsnarnire, believes
in religious freedom, and so did the Pres.
byterians who settled much of North
Carolina The Presbyterian spadework
against control made things f
Harry and a lot of other or
course hes grat for it

gaing into or
we owe &
otch-Irish

“When you st

Preshy-

terians the lsgarums edi

“At the very heginning of the country
the Preshyierians were worried that the
Anglican Ch would gradually (by

and tradition of the
of

ur[th of numbers
Mother Country) assume the status

a state church, and so the Presbyterians
ke up a constant drive for relizious
freedom

Actually, the Episcopal Church did be

eome the state church in North Carolina
represented the official religion of
the colony from the first With the pass-

aze of the Vestry and Orthodox Clergy
Acte of 1785 fte establishment became
(um)wﬂe

Paul Conkin in the January issue of
the Nowrn Canorina Histomical Review
tells how the state church worked. An
act of 1784 “provided for the support of
the clergy, for education. and for poor
relief. On every third Faster Monday 12
vestrymen were 1o be elected in each
parish by the qualified voters. Fach ve
before Nov. 1. the sheriff was (o collect

s

a poll tax of not more than ten shill
from each taxable to support the parish
If he could not collect the tax in a period
of five days, he was empowered to sell
a compensitory amount of the goods and
chattels of the defaulling person The
vestry was liable for all damages to an

underpaid minister in accordance with
the fees mQ'sa!arr set by law. Most im
portant in fater controversies, the act

later

d

provided that dissenter, and

who refu

by amendment anvone at all

to au when elected a vestryman was
subject to a fine of three pounds'
Presbyvterians were almost as influen.
tial in colonial North Carolina as Angli-
cans. Many of them refused to consider
t elves dissenters, claiming all the
es of the Church of Scotland. In
Mecklenburg and elsewhere, they man-

wed to elect vestrymen from their own
then disqualified and left the

number

offices vacant. That broug¢ht on a fine
o course. hut the Preshvterians figured
was worth it to frustrate the Fpisco-
palians In Rowap, dissenters huilt up
fund from which to draw
ation penalties by inform-
ing against law violators and thereby
earning half the fine levied. It got ta
the point that Gov, William Tvron. him-
self closelv connacied with the Fpisco-
pal Church, couldn't place ministers in
the parishes
The Vestry Act was not a success for
several ns, concludes Mr. Conkin. It

we so much power to the Governor
that even Anglicans protested. The Vestry
Orthodox Clergy Act remained so
incapable of enforcement that many of
paris i their minister by voluntary
contributi When the revolt became
a movement for complete independence.
who. while approving the
of the Protestant religion
restrictive and unfair as-

hes

ns.

detested

pects of current ecclesiastical s
lem.
It was then that religious fresdom be-

gan to tak® root. The popular idea that
and Pilgrims brought re-
dom with them is based on
th desired a privileged legal
their religion.

A grocerym ving the
oth over
" duced
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Bach By A Pot-Bellied Stove: The State Symphony

By HOWARD TAUBMAN

In The New

LITTLE more than len years
ago the General Assembly of
Carolina passed the “Horn-

Bill." which gave the

The state
soon found that this wis a happy
investment, and increased the size
of the grant. Now il is §20,000 a
year.

North Carolina still has an out-
standing bargain. For the North
Carolina Symphony, which is con-
ducted by Benjamin Swalin, serves
the entire state. It takes m
communities that had never
countered the living art ‘n
form. 1t plays for children as well
as adults. It has made itself »
spirited force in the state

Needless to say, a 320,000 grant
does not pay for all these serve
The orchestra society has a
of memberships. It re.
from public-spirited
And

en
hin

variety
ceives help
individuals and organizations

it takes in some money at the
box-office. But the subsidy makes
postible more concerts for chil

dren than would be feasible other-

“He keeps mumbling, ‘G

dgets, g

York Times

wise. and it is an affirmation of
the state’s belief in a cultural ac-

ONE
The North Carolina Symphony
is an unusual organization. It is
really iwo ensembles. From
ranks is drawn the Little Sym-

phany, & group composed of twen-
tyfive players. Mr. Swalin tours
with this \mll in the smaller
tawns of the state during Febru
ary and \hr( The full orches-

g sixty-five musi-

r towns

s in the la
April and May
e scason recently ended
ttle Symphony played thir-
rams for adults and for
for cf ren, while

he

ty-three

full sy m phony gave seventeen
for adults and twenty
plus two special
e officials

concerts
two for child
television programs
of the orchestra esti
organization took free
150,000 children. in addition to
p\mu‘ for 40,000 adults
Th arkable

he about
this o ’Hew\!n is mul it has no

Everybody’s Too Liberal

prrrmm-m home of iis own; it
does not even have a regular re
hearsal hall, Except for a week
of rehearsals preceding the tour
of the Littie Symphony and an-
other week of preparations for
the full ensemble, the } Car-
olina Symphony spends its entir
season on the road

Mr. Swalin and his musicians
play in all kinds of auditoriums
as they travel across the state
in a tabernacle with a sawdust

floor, heated in the winter bv a
pot-bellied stove: in Cape Hal-
teraz, where the audience gath-

lighted one-room

in
intain

s on a mall
town's only schoolhy
some fine. modern halls
STANDARD FARE

The orchestra plays standard
fare, such as the works of Bee
thoven, Brahms and Mozart, and
also does some contemporary
pieces. It brings in distinguished
soloists, and it gives opportuni
ties to local virtuosos, holding au-
ditions to find young musicians
in the area worth of such appear-
ances
Thi

is as it should be, and it

ets, what happened to the old pioneer apirit "

Dixie’s Dilemma: NoMan, No Issue

WASHING

ITHE SOUTH, en represe
Washington, is accepting
accelerated tread toward Ad
Stevenson as the Democratic nom-
President withoul en-
but it has

TON
d n

inee for

husiasm

focus for

Democrats rat
ite share the con
toward

Southern
eral and
servative
er Stevehson
at once tha

TWIN FACTORS
Their acceptance of the l

tion seems to be a comb 0

of two factors—ihe probable a

ternatives to & Stevenson cand
dacy and a general feelis
the President will run again and
win

Every time a Gallup poll shows
that Sen. Kefauver of Ter

runs & fair second behind Stev
son in the affections of the Der

voters, n
Soihacs support in the Cos
The influential senior Democrats
strongly anti-he

Equally _ un|
wroup la Gov

palatable
Harriman of

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHIN
looks as if American Telepl
egraph is succeeding Ge

side lines into the
tration. The giant, eff:
company not only has
commissioners on the Fe

B m, which
has fts fc
ghout

boss, whil
busines:

Here
record of ac
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1. Civil  Aeronautics officials
falked to AT&T exec s A
ing the xovernment's $5,000.000
lines comm ons system ove
“orivate ind

private comp

2 The I
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posts to pr
te
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By DORIS FLEESON
will

nation  sho

York, w Iy bid for

@ mor
falter or drop ou

I Stevenson

srgotten
SPOKESMEN

In other sections of the country

at senators and senior mem
bers of the House think is not al
waye very important There are
indeed Senators now serving who

rs by

vere purposedly kicked uf

their party organizations. The men
who make headlines here by
nfluence on legislation are
time lile known to the a
Southern senators, however
have proved that thew case is
different. They speak the
South in national affairs in a ma

and Pennsylvania
SENSITIVE
S

senhower continue
se 90 long as they

fied to let F
n the White Hoy

ad run its ma.
he record they
make in support of the President
proves, however, that they certgin-
Iy aren't unhappy. And it is un-
der southern leadership that all in
ations of the administration
have faltered and no majority pro-
has heen approved

ally the Southerners who
the Congress have been sub-

control Congress
jor_committees

politics, Tt has
plausibly and
the White House
fac has heen saved so it

So

is a case in point
is the compromise on zecip
rocal trade which majority
er lohnson fixed up in a

t the home of \en
ia

nder a

i F
Democratic
'-un mandate the
outhern H:m
woul
about what

in Congress
less to

ident with his chief of state nln

tude and his passion for getting

along with Congress

does

e's leadership in for-

t
pre mlm\

have

mev are

BENJAMIN SWALIN
A Spirited Force

is a step toward the decentral
ization of the nation's musical
Too many young musicians
Uka that no career is possible
without endorsement of
major center like New York. And
it has happened in the past that
even their own communities paid
them no mind until they had
won such approval. Even if they
have the falent for a larger
arena, the experience of playing
in their own region is invaluable
TEN YEARS
The North Carolina Symphony

has now compieted ten years se
& traveling organization. It ha
covered 68,000 miles in that dec-
ade, playing 664 concerts for
grownps and children. It has
found a wudnn[ responsiveness
in its audience:

At the close nl a children’s con-
cert in a mountain town some
months ago, a boy in faded over-
alls came up to the platform. Hs
took a crumpled dollar bill out
of his pocket and placed it on a
table as a token of his apprecia.
tion. Then he slipped back into
the audience without a word,

A

The youngsters often  show
their delight after performances
by coming up to talk to the play-
ers. Oceasionally they embrace
them. One day a little girl
rushed up to the stage and kissed
Mrs, Swalin, who plays the celes.
ta and serves as narrator for
children's programs, and an in.
strumentalist whose playing had
appealed to her. The child, it
turned out, had the measles, and
Mrs. Swalin's colleague came
down with the illness,

Mr. Swalin, who was a
ber of the Minneapolis Sympmmy
before he went to North Carolina,
does not talk like a missionary,
though he is entilled to feel like
one. He believes in state, county
and cily subsidies, and he hoe
helped prove their effectiveness
He and his orchestra even played
in the legislative halls of the
mm Capitol this year — and

not for their subsidy, but for the
pleasure of the solons,

A Plea For The Young Son
Of An Old Chinese Primitive

By JOSEPH ALSOP

WASHINGTON
EAR GENERAL Joseph M.
Swing:

As commissioner of immigra-
tion and naturalization you are
of course a very important per.
son nowadays — no less, in fact
than the keeper of the kevs of the
gates of the United States, with
some help, naturally, from that
fine, vigilant, sctive man, Mr.
Scott McLeod, over at the Sta
Department,

None the less. T dare to ad-
dress you on behalf of a Chi

friend, Mr. Lung Shun-wen, be-
cause T think just possibly you
did not reslly understand his

case when you ordered him de-
ported from this country, The
reason you gave for not letting
Mr. Lung stay in America was
the position now held by his fa-
ther, old Gov. Lung Yun, as a
vice chairman of the National
Military Council of the Chinese
Communist government
SOUNDS BAD

Mr. Lung's father's position
sounds bad, of course, but some
how it still seems wrong to me
to put automatic labels on hu-
umu beings and decide their fate
by punch card system. So let
me VPI[ vou a little bit about Gov
Lung and the Lung clan. 1 used
to know them rather well when
1 was working for Gen, Channault

in the Fourteenth Air Force. In
those days. old Gov. Lung was
the last astonishing survivor of
the true race of Chinese
lorde.

Naturally, as warlord of Yun-
nan, Gov. Lung made a lot
of money. In his best days, he
must have owned a substantial

percentage of the good farm land
in the province. And in 1345, when
Generalissimo  Chiang  Kai-shek
finally sent his troops in to break
Governor Lung's power,
the things they found w
of private Fort Knox—
e out in the western
ped to the ceiling with stacks

Of course, that was really the

end of Gov. | s life. when his
hold on Yunnan was broken. The
generalissimo put him under
house a n Nanking. Then he

2 Kong on one of
airplanes—he
ed an
woman. And then the Com-
sts defeated the generalis
and made Lung Yun a ot
and so he went back
a to hecome one of their

puppets

The trouble was, all the time,
that he was a primitive with his
rools in Yunnan. He didn't un

derstand the Chinese Communists
anv better than your friend Mr
Scott McLeod does, although of
course his mistakes about them
were of a quite a different kind
The Communists just gave a

SCOTT McLEOD
200 Percent American?

tempting tug on his roots im Yun
nan, an Lung Yun went,
full of foolish hope: and now he
is under house arrest again in
Peiping, with an empty title tha
is meant to encourage turncoats
on Formosa, So you see, you real-
Iy don't need to worry because
my friend Lung Shun-wen is the
old governor’s son.
OLD V§. YOUNG

You ought to remember, oo,
that the younger genmeration of
Lungs behaved very differently
from the old man. One of my
friend's brothers, Lung Shun
tseng, was the anti-Communist
guerilla leader in Southwest Chi-
na until the Peiping government
caught and shot him, All the oth-
er brothers are refugees—the eld-
est escaped from the mainland
only the other day, and Generalis-
simo Chiang gave him a big wel-
come

As for my rmm Lung Shum
very few g men, surely,

el transition. that he
from being a 20-year-
old lieutenant colonel and the son

th

world, to
strange la Lung Shun-wen fin.
ished college here, although his

allowance from his father stopped
In 1949, He has managed very
ever since. and now he is
doing nicely with a Chinese res-
taurant here in Washington, I
would think that a fellow who can
get out and scraich like that
would be the best kind of eitizen-
ship malerial

So 1 hope vou will put away
vour punch cards for once, an

examine his case as a human

problem, Even when you achieve
200 per cent Americanism, like
Mr. Scott McLeod, it is very un-

wise (0 forget that humam prob-
lems really matter a lot
Sincerely,
J. Alsop

AT&T Grabbing Government Facilities

GTON erate at a pr Another 175 are ex- Honaman, a deputy assistant secretary : i

e & pected to | of defense, is another Bell Laboratories |n§|de_ Ford Strike
M 3 Department is negoti- exccutive on leave of absence. Untold story behind the Ford strike
at to deliver the lucrative telephone tions is how auto workers’ boss
ds  syitems 15 our national g o pri.  Here are other ex-AT&T exccutives Walter Reuther argued against himselt

> e Already the 600 phomes Who aré now scattered around the gov- to spite a riv:

. been sold o Pacific ernment: Deputy Defense Mobilizer Vie-  Reuther was itching 1o strike on sched-
T vaph, an AT&T af- tor Cooley, formerly president of South. ule last week. He ran into opposition
western Bell ant Budget Director from the union's executive board, how.
Donald Belcher, formerly AT&T treas- ever. which suggested postponing the
urer; Census Director Robert Burgess, Walkout to negotiate Ford's latest offer.
ught an ex-Western Electric The trigger-tongued auto chief relue-
2 stice sistant Administrator Sta 2 tantly agreed to falk it over with his
2 to dismiss its anti-trust action of the Commerce Department's Business negotiating committee, but not to stand
AT&T. Under the Democrats, the and Defense Services, on leave of ab. in the way if the committee still wanted

gone to work for the government

« artment tried to divorce sence from Pacific Telephone & Tele- 1o go ahead

. from Western Electric, which : and Harold M. Botkin, assistant  Next morninz. he put up some luke-
ng ctures telephone equipment. Now director of telecommunications for the warm argume for a strike postpone-
itagon is pressuring the anti-trust  Office of Defente Mobilization, on leave ment. They were answered vigorously
to drop the case from Longline Co. another AT&T af- by Carl Stellato, president of the Word
e Defense I\l;nrlmrhm wants to kill filiate, local. who has fought Reuther inside
have nti-tr suit on the grounds that 9 1 . " the union. Only last year, he ram for
T Ty bet AT&T and Western  THi* 18 nee "'”‘n" ;"1%“” ;s "€ ice president of the United Auto Work-

-k for defense, par- X poves who have suddenly or. against Reuther's candidate

t Secretary
Q 5. in charge

Agency, A B
%ell Laborat

he research and develop-
| may be only coincidence

! {
es vice ru.Mrm R K

of Defense Don
of research and
y vice president

) missioner

of research and an

pm-nn compa

'OTE—FCC Chairman John McCon
naughey used to collect

from AT&T telephone companies that
he is now supposed to
John

was

fat legal fees

regulate. Com-  privately
Doerfer of Winconsin al)
Richard Mack
backgrounds and ke
y to the tele ht

When the issue ¢
obvious
swers had won over Reuther's tongue-in-
cheek arguments

foug fuplously f
he didn't Ueally want

e up for 2 vote, it

that Stellato’s fiery an-

hough Reuther had
favored an immediate strike
didn't like the idea of los-
t to Stellato. So the auto
s reopened the debate
v e postpomemen.
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