|
|

J. E. DOWD.
B. S. GRIFFITH

¢ THE CHARLOTTE NEWS

THOMAS L. ROBINSON....

---Publisher

-.-General Manager

“xecutive Editor

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6,

1955

County Water Authority Would Create
More Problems Than It Would Solve

Apm‘ the arguments over proposed
water authority legislation, some stub-
born facts sounded loud and clear today.

They were

1—The bill is a statewide measure,

2—It is an enabling act.

3—It does not compel any county—cer-
fainly mot Mecklenburg—to establish a
city-county water authorit

But what concerns some Charlotteans
who oppose an independent water au-
thority-is the fact that it could apply to
Mecklenburg—if local governing bodies
want it.

On the other hand
missioners are on record with the fl
statement that some sort of countvw
water commission is essential to Meck-
lenburg’s progress.

Considering the county as a whole,
water problems are indeed serious. At a
time when demand is steadily increasing,
sunnly is falling off

It can be 1ed
eventually, the water supply for the en-
tire county must come from the Catawba
—due to the progressive lowering of the
water table. So. in order to supnlv the
county most economically from this sin-
gle source, it is st ted that there
should be centralized nhumn” and engi-
neering so as fo avoid needless dunlica-
tion. A single countvwide organization—
as opposed to a multivlicity of separaie
centralized

some county com-
at
o

units—would formulate this
planning,
But we firmly believe that the enly

satisfactory way {o accomplish this goal
in Mecklenburg would be for a consoli
dated government itself to take over th
oneration of the water system of the en
tire county—just as Ch; s
government now operates its own
system

An independent water authority—a
quasi-public hody not directly connected
with the government of either the city
or the county—would be extremely un-
wise, however.

“r?‘. WOULD be opposed to such an
authority for several reasons.

First of all, it would add an additional
governmental structure in a field already
crowded with interlocking, overlanping
and occasionally conflicting units, We be-
lieve an authority would create more
problems than it would solve

There would, for instance. be a tre
mendous financial dilemma. What about
the sizable investment of the citizens of
Charlotte in their own water system?
How would they be repaid” How about

the investments of other Mecklenburg
communities? They vary from town to
town and all systems, we believe

ave
some outstanding indebtedness o that it
wouldn't be simply a matter of tos
them in a common pot

Furthermore, some Mecklenburg mu-
nicipalities depend upon water systems
to supplement their general funds. They
would have to make up the difference
from somewhere,

But more important perhaps is the
matter of creating a special interest com-
mission—a special pleader for a special
activi outside the framework of the
r government

Charlotte’s experience with such com
missions has been particularly unnlea
in the recent past. It has found t
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T WAS ONE of thn standard W
that journalists always
cocked and ready for grizzled monoliths
of 80 or so with a place secure in his-
tory

“Tell me, sir. If you had it all to do
over, would you change anything’

Replied the statesmar
who, someone said, has mastered
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commissions often lose sight of the other
essential, related problems of a commu-
mity.

We queried Mrs. Davetta L. Steed, ex-
ecutive secretary of the North Carolina
League of Municipalities, on this matter,
She said, in part:
water and
particular, is so closely re-
health and welfare of ihe
community that, in my
orce it from the re
elected officials would be
to the best interests of the

sewer

The operation of a
system, in

qHF WENT on to |
N
i

int out that the
and sewer systems

ration of water

is closelv allied with the over-all finan-

cial structure of the city. emphasizing the
fact that city tax rates are influenced by
the oper « watersewer

<

Tn addit

ion, of course, water and sewer
are very closely tied to a city’s

on and maintenance pro-

gram. It would be an invitation to inef-
ficieney for a city coul for instance,
to have to clear with an independent

1thority before undertaking any
of reet projects where utility lines
are a factor.

One comment Mrs
particularly well taken

water

made was

You have in Char lv{h the uh m; 'm‘\'
form of govern:
ceived t

nment elim
division of respon:

nd authority and places all ad-

ive operations under one admin-
istrat In my opinion. efficiency
in ment will never come
thr
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R that thev need special
solving their water probl
a consolidated

visory hody could
formula has
wifh sirport matte Charlotte—the

City Council is still the boss and makes
all decisions but with the assistanee
advice of a secial committee headed by
John C. Erwin

There is ¢nod reason to believe that
a water advisory co uld render
great service in Mecklenburg

As to the matter of 1V|u water authority
bill now befora the e re, one safe-
guard should be added hefore final
tion. The measure should provide 1

the auestion of creating a wate
itv in ind
cided
afl

in the
1 prevent local
ramroding the
h without the ca

No doubt city-county water authori-
ties are indeed needed in portions of
North Carolina with nev cor
tion Kl s lecislative delezation
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Safety: Child Of Terror, Twin Brother Of Annihilation

By SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL
To The House Of Commons

(Editors' Note: In one of his
last major speeches in Commons,
Sir Winston Churchill outlined the
challenge of the age. Here are
excerpts.)

“VF H\‘F in a period happily

unique in human history,
when the whole world is di-
vided intellectually and to a
large extent geographically be-
tween the creeds of Communist
discipline and individual free-
dom, and when at the same
time this mental and psycho-
logical division is accompanied
by the possession by both sides
of obliterating weapons of the
nuclear age.

There is an immense gulf be-
tween the atomic and the hydro-
gen bomb. The atomie bofb,
with all its terror, did not carry
us outside the scope of human
control or manageable events in

thought or action, in peace or
war. But when Mr. Sterling
Cole, the ch of the

United States Con
(Atomic) Committee
a year ago—
first

ressional
e out
1954 —the
comprehensive  review of
the hy . the entire
foundation of human affairs was
revolutionized and  m

placed in a situat !wh
measureless and laden with
with doom.
WHICH WAY TO TURN?

W t we to do? Which

we turn to save ou
and the future of the
does not matter so
They are
But 1 find

lives
world? It
much to old people
going soon anyway
it poignant to look at youth in

its activitiesand ardor, and
most of all to wateh little chil-
dren playing their merry games
d wonder what would lie be
them if God wea

mankind
The

best defense would, of
be nafide disarma-

the Soviet Government and the
NATO powers, which has hither-
to, for so long, prevented an
agreement. The long history and
tradition of Russia makes it re-
pugnant to the Soviet Govern-

ment to accept any practical
system of international inspec-
tion.

U. 8, SUPERIORITY

A second difficulty lies in the
circumstances that, just as the
United States, on the one hand,
has, we believe, the overwhelm-
ing mastery in nuclear weapons,
so the Soviets and their Com-
munist satellites have immense
superiority in what are called
“conventional” forces—the sort
of arms and forces with which
we fought the last war, but much
improved.

The problem is therefore to
devise a balanced and phrased
ystem of disarmament which at
no period enables any one of

might endanger
of the others.
ND FICTION
s a trustworthy and uni-
agreement upon disarma-
conventional and nuclear
n be reached and an ef-
fective system of inspection is
established and is actually work
ing, there is only one sane policy
the free world in the next
ve hat is what we call
derenes ko gh deterrents

This
we have already adopted and
ned. These deterrents

at any time become the
parents of disarmament, pro-
at they deter. To

vided
our contribution to the dete
we must ourselves possess

most up-to-date nuclear weapons
and the means of delivering
them

A vast

quantity of informa-

true, some ex:
ch out of proportion,
published “about the

=

t
g i
has been
h
f

ydrogen bomb. The truth has
vitably been mingled with
I still content my-
h saying about the pow-
L this weap the hydre

n
gen hwn , that, apart from al

the statements about blast and
heat effects over increasingly
wide areas, there are now to be
considered the consequences of
“fallout” as it is called of
wind-borne radioactive particles
There is both an immediate di-
rect effect om human beings
who are in the path of such a
cloud and an indirect effect
through animals, grass and
vegetables, which pass on these
contagions 10 human beings
through food.
APPALLED

This would confront many
who escaped the direct effects
of the explosion with poisoning
or starvation or both. Imagina-
tion stands appalled. There are,
of course, the palliatives and
precautions of a courageous civil
defense . . . but our best pro-
tection lies . . . successful deter-
rents operating from a founda-
tion of sober, calm and tireless
vigilance.

However,
has eme

a curious paradox
ged. Let me put it
simply. After a certain point
has been passed, it may be
said, the worst things get the
better. The broad effect of the
latest developments is to spread
almost indefinitely and at least
to a vast extent the area of
mortal danger. This should
certainly increase the deterrent
upon Soviet Russia by putting
her enormous spaces and scat-
tered population on an equality,
or near equality, of vulnerabil-
ity with our small, densely-pop-
lated islands and with Western

I cannot re
ment as adding to our

gard this develop-
dangers
We have reached the maximum
already. On the contrary, to this
form of attack continents are
vulnerable as well as islands. ..

Here again we see the value
of deterre immune against
rprise and well understood by
all persons on both
peat, on both sides—who
control  events.

long time
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be put p!

co

inly ‘mwi bhwrlv om
one friendly visitor to the con-
ference to another.
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This column finally

Then it may well le that we
shall, by a process @ sublime
irony, have reached a stage in
this story where safety will be
the sturdy chil¢ of tewor, and
survival the twin broth of an-
nihilation. .

A

1 considerations lead
me to believe that, on a broad
view, the Soviets would ke 11I4
advised to embark on maje
gression within the next hree
or four years. . . . If, at theend
of that time, there should tp a
supreme conflict, the weapws
which 1 have described this #t-
ernoon would be available o
both sides, and i would be foly
to suppose that they would na
be used. Our precautionary dis:
positions and preparations must
therefore be based on the as-
sumption that, if war should
come, those weapons would be
used

*SATURATION'

In three or four years' time—
it may be even less—the scene
will be changed. The Soviets will
probably stand possessed of b,
drogen bombs and the means of
delivering them not only on the
United Kingdom but also on
North American targets. They
may then have reached a stage
not indeed of parity with the
United States and Britain but of
what is called “saturation.”

Major war of the future will
differ therefore from anything
we have known in the pa
this one significant respect that
each side at the outset will suf-
fer what it dreads the most—
the loss of everything that it has

ough world war may be pre-
vented by the deterrent power
of nuclear weapons, the Commu-
nists may well resort to military
action in furtherance of their
policy of infiltration and en-
eroachment in many parts of the
world, There m well be lim
ited wars on the Korean model,
with limited obectives. We must
be able to play our part in

these, if called upon by the
United Nations Organization
There who believe,
or at an iy If we have
he protectio of the overwhelm.
ingly powerful United States, we
eed not make the hydro

nb for ourselv

es or b

set of bombers for its deliv-

We can leave that to our
friends across the ocean, O
contribution should be critic

of any unwise policy into which
they may drift or plunge. We
hould throw our hearts and
s into that
FIRST DUTY
Personally, 1 cannot feel that
we should have much influence
over their policy or actions, wise
while we largely
dependents, as we are today
upon their protection. We too

or unwise

CHYRCHILT,
‘Never Wear], Never Despair’

must possess substantial deter.
rent power of @ir own. We must

also never allaw, above all, I
hold, the growirg sense of unity
and brotherhood  between the

United Kingdom and the United
States and throughout the Er
lish-speaking world to be in.
red or retarded, Its
stimulation a
s one of the first
ties of every person wh
to see peace in the
wishes (o sce the surtival ¢

country

HIDEOUS EPOCH

To conclude

and hope 1[ we com
I

rene and triumphant from
hideous epoch in wl
to dwell. Mean
never weary, nev

London Is A Man’s Town
And No Nonsense Aboutl It
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London is essentially
town, as Paris is a
town. It
with no 1
it

LL SO GOOD

1 never go_shoppin .
for city's

wares. You g { rming
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the time you get b
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1t is difficult not to buy knives
and razors and anything else the
boys in Sheffield make of stcel
I can't resist the pipés and hat
London leathe
n other leath
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By ROBERT C. RUARK
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