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Ideas Under Fire

Role Of The Intellectuals

(Edftors’ Note: Mr. Hacker Is
dean of Columbia University’s
School of General Studles, an his-
torlan of mote. and a frequent
on the American

C harlotte College:

I8 VERY apparent that something
1s wrong uith Iugher education in
North Carolina,

Members of North Carolina’s General
Assembly will find these upsetting words
in the 1955 report of the Commission
on Higher Education

The commission, headed by Victor
Bryant of Durham, painted a dreary
picture of how the state is “plowing
under” much of its college-age popula-
tion which could profit from higher adu-
catiton.

Some serlous questions were raised.

Yesterday, Charlotte had an answer to

ne.
It fe wrapped up In the proposal to

establish a state-supported college in
Piedmont Carolina—raising the possibil-
ity of making expanded educational facil-
ities available in a strategic part of the
state with reference to coll ge pop-

on
The proposed legislation has heen en-
dorsed by the City School Board. The
endorsement includes an offer to trans-
fer to the state college the assets and
organization of Charlotte College—if the
institution is located in Mecklenburg,
The need for a statesupported college
in this rapidly expanding metropolitan
area fs great. It is getting greater every

ca

ay.

Charlotte College (enrollment: 381)
is a start. But its financial support is
limited, its growth restricted. It could
grow tremendously In importance and
service to the community if it tnuld be-
come a fullfledged state in:

For too long a npolitical straﬂ-ackc!
has prevented any territorial expansion
of higher education facilities in North
Carolina. 1t is time for that straitjacket
to be removed. If it is not done soon, the
state may tumble even farther down the
educational ladder

In 1950, North Carolina ranked 47th
in the mation according to the propor-

It Takes Just Three

‘FIHF, is still the No. 1 menace to the
South’s rich timberlands. This fact is
brought into terrifying focus by the de-
struction of runaway blazes sweeping
eastern North Carolina counties today.

The frustrating thing about the prob-
lem fs that virtually all forest fires are
man-caused and preventable. Incendiary
fires alone—those willfully set by ma-
licious, ignorant or thoughtless people—
account for more than half the reglon’s
timber Tlosses,

Although Dixie's commercial forest
land represenis only one-third of the
national total, the region produces about
half of the country’s lumber and more
than half of its wood pulp.

Yet forest fires destroy one out of
every 18 acres of woodland in the South
every year. In 1950—a bad year—approx-
imately 77 out of every 100 acres burned

Crisis In Education

tion of its population In college. Actu-
ally, only 153 per cent of the state's
college citizens were in college. The
national average is 28 4 per cent. Aecord-

to the U. S. Office of Edueation,
South Carolina was lower.

The 1950 cen indicated that 6 per
cent of the nation's population 25 years
of age and older had completed four
years or more of college, For North
Carolina, it was only 3 per cent

For the nation as a whole, 7.2 had had
one to three years of college education.
For North Carolina, it was only 8 per
cent

It has become customary for some Tar
Heels to view such statistics with no
great alarm “because the Negroes pull
us down.”

There are s

cant one, we
Higher Educ;

North Carolina was tied for last place
in 1951-52 among 14 southern states in
the percentage of its white college-age
population enrolled in college. By con-
trast, only two of the 14 states ranked
higher than North Carolina in the per-
centage of Negro college-age population
enrolled in college.

It is the whites then who are being
“plowed under.”

Certainly North’ Carolina Is spending
1 of money on higher educa-
stion is whether there may
ble ways to divide the avail-

able funds

It would seem that higher education
in North Carolina would be better served
if some of the cash in the state's higher
ion budget could be diverted to
institutions like Charlotte College—in-
stifutions right on the doorstep of North
Carolina’s b t centers of college-age
population.

Seconds . .. .
in the United States occurred in Dixie

The people of North Carolina and the
South must be taught that fire Is a
saboteur. More than 6,000 different
items—from aircraft carrier decks to
railroad crossties—are made from wood.
When a forest is gobbled up by flames,
the nation loses products it urgently
needs in war—and peace.

It takes just three seconds to crush
out a cigarette, yet careless smokers
alone start about 18.000 fires a year.

Prevention of forest fires is primarily
a matter of organization and education
at the local level. It takes everyday,
individual care and decency. It simply
means heing cautious with campfires,
brush burning and matches. But it also
means severe punishment for perverted
thrill-seekers who set fires on purpose

Modern Poetry: A Belletristic Rhubarb

IKE Tar Heel-born Gerald W. Johnson,

4 Ireland's Lord Dunsany is a bitter
foe of modern poetry. While writer
Johnson compares the stuff simply to
“the bleating of sheep” writer Dunsany
maintains that most contemporary verse
is based on a belief that “‘nonsense is
truth, truth nonsense.”

In Washington the other day. Dunsany
touched off another belletristic free-for-
all when he flailed mightily at the works
of T. S. Eliot. “Gibberish!” he snorted,
adding that the plain man or perplexed
common reader today seeks clarity and
simplicity in literature.

Perhaps unintentionally,
exposed the crisis threatening all the
arts — particularly poetry — in the 20th

centiiry. The fierce sestch Tor‘simplicity
has produced an age of distilled wisdom
capsule culture, digested classies and

the impatient rejection of complex art
forms. It is a fime when poetry. with all
its ambiguity and personal fantasy. has
been faced with a shrinking audience of
common men

If the poetry
readers, the poe
almost none. In

1 few
present has
spite of the major
achievemens of Eliof, Wallace Stevens
and Dylan Thomas. they are virtually un
known and unappreciated. Their work is
dismissed as unintelligible gibberish, so
obscurely symholized and inverted as to
be incomprehensible

of the p

try

It is true that m poetry. like
gymnasts, can be muscle-bound. It often
relies heavily on kv sleight of hand,
ponderous mLu cal effects and private
symbols. Words freouently seem to be
pitched at a page like cards at an up.
turned hat

Probably the worst thing

possibly have happened to 1
poetry was a literary n
Dada. Here is how Tristan T:

the movement's initiators, once E\N,-mm
how to compose a Dada poem
i Take a ke

article

shears, S
of the

newspape

n m
Tm-n eut out
which com:

in a bag
ct p

bag
poem will you
are a highly original and sensitive wri
er. not yet appreciated by the mob

This was all many a common reader
needed to know about modern poetry.
He decided none of it was worth the
trouble and the gap between the artist

Copy

like And there you

and the public widened.

It was unfortunate because, despite the
momentary blight of Dada ( it disappeared
with flagpolesitting), poetry is probably
healthier t than it has been in cen-
turies. It has recovered much of the
virtue and vigor of the 17th cenfury mas-
ters. 1f it is more complex. it is because
the age is more complex. It is an age of
destruction of old forms and the creation
of new ones, when language itself has
been broken down to create a new me-
dium for the subconscious mind

Modern poetry is not unintelligible. Its
forms and language may be highly per-
Dunsany has w'ml but meaning is there if you are
o look for it. It is still an in-
ation of man's relation to the
rld a ‘(lH"y '\‘whn iage is often
impressionistic and full of exotic man-
nerisms and grotesqueries but these are
onlv maniféstations of the ag
Much of yester poetry was bitterly
ttacked as “too complex" when it ap-
peared. This was once true of Keats as
t Is t Fl and some of the
practitioners. But long before it
was discovered that the art of painting

went heyond mere tation of nature,

poets were aware of this secret in rela-
tion to their poetry

The ire of Fliot still towers over

the poetry scene todav as a sort of elder

statesman. His Tue WasTe Lano, which

vmbolic documentation to the

1 sterility of the '20s. is probably

ost important sin poem of the

t it is one of the

er fully. Its erudite

cadences give the
1 if ever

poetry )
Jeffers. W. B

st. Robinson

hibald MacLeish, W. H Auden

Ezra Pound and William Carlos Williams

in addition to Stevens and Thomas Much

of the prose of James Joyce, William
r. D, H. Lawrence, Djuna Barn

way has
poetry and can be

has weakened cultural

alienating poetry and the
peor Call adence if you like or
as Herbert Woodward said on this
page March 9 a system of education
that produces “men of competence” rath
er than men of learning. But by rejecting
modern poetry, the common reader is
depriving himself of the nourishment of
high art

scene.)
. .
ORMALLY, I am not an
alarmist, for I believe that

sense of urgency should not
prompt political decisions in a
democracy; but I have a feeling
that a domestic crisis is develop-
ing in America that will shake the
foundations of our republic and

ave the widest repercussions
abroad and on our foreign rela-
tions

The crisis has nothing to do with
our amazingly dynamic — and,
therefore, unstable — economy.
With high productivity, high em-
ployment and high income, we are
in better shape than ever before.
The crisis has to do with the
growing suspicion of the intellee-
tual’s role in our national life.
THE DISSENTFRS

1 am not one of those who hold
that America itself, because of its
belief in equality, is anti-intellec-
uml Intellectuals are sometimes
frequently they are
Eocconlorialits Wé hava alv
had a place for such in America
Witness Benjamin Franklin, Hen-
ry Thoreau, Bronson Alcott, Walt
Whitman. The fact is, because
most of the immigrants who came
to America were Europe’s reject-
ed — in religion, politics, oppor-
tunities to make a living—we as
a people have been tolerant of

ONTO
RIMSELF

“Bah! .

By LEWIS M. HACKER

dissenters, Never has there been
a country where more social ex-
periments have heen attempted or
more  souni d unsound-—ideas
tested.

Or take tha case of education.
Alone in the world, we are extend-
ing our commitment to universal
education to the university level.
(Correcting for tion, we are’
training 10 times as many superi-
or talents as is Britain and per-
haps 20 times as many as are
France and Italy. From person-
al experiences [ know—for I lec-
ture widely all over the United
States—that the close hearing giv-
en and the respect accorded to the
1haughlru1 person who wishes to

talk of ideas are very high,
‘SENSITIVE AREA'

Yet here is a paradox: Educa-
tion has become a “‘sensitive’’
area, with intellectuals and ideas
suspect. Teachers are being asked
to take loyalty oaths; they are be-
ing hounded as "Fifth Amend-
ment  Communi cause
youthful indiscretions; their rela-
tions with their fellows abroad are
being watched and restricted. Our
devotion to knowledge will serve
no purpose unless we are prepared
to recognize, simply and flat
that knowledge tirives on cross
fertilization. Despite our
power, we can learn as much
from Europeans and Asians as
they can learn from us.

Our people are not hostile to
learning; but our political leaders
—in the Congress and the state
legislatures—and our functionaries

. You should meet some of the idiots running around loose!

in the State and Justice Depart-
ments (with the aypmul of Wub-
mg\nm are.

to be found in the xmsmu»
and Nationality Aet of 1952 and

g

tration .hy the State and Justice
Dey ents.

l"JMI'LIA'I'lON

The first law makes it difficult
and frequently impossible for for-
eign scholars to enter America
unless they are prepa:
mit to the most humiliating ex-
amination of past political beliefs.
Many intellectuals in Europe and
Asia, fighting in the Resistance
movements against Germany and
Japan, joined (nrces—frpquemty
unwittingly — with Communists.
Such people, even only as visi-
tors — to lecture, attend learned
conferences, do research — find it
impossible to come to America.
We lose both ways: By destroying
touch with foreign learning and by
strengthening the hands of neu-
tralists everywhere. And the neu-
tralists are growing — in Britain,
as well as in Frace and ltaly;
in Japan, as well as in India,
LOSS OF CONFID

The law of 1938, as enforced by
the Department of Justice, virtual-
ly places a ban on the importa-
tion of Russian newspapers and
many other Iron Curtain periodi-
cals into the United States. How
can we learn what is taking place
in such lands unless our scholars
can read the press?

What I worry about most is

w

People’s Platform

Another Old-Timer
‘Remembers When'

Charlotte

Fditors, The News
I TOO, have “watched Charlotte
au'm a“‘ wlnmrh(‘r MM

he buildi w

A in

furniture com
and College St

A unit of Charlotte's Fire Dept.,

manned by Negroes, was housed

Trade St

The Hall, a red brick build
ing, with a monster dragon atop,
stood on the southeast corfler of
5th and Tryon Sts.

Horse-drawn street cars and
hacks were our only means of
publie transportation
—JACOB THOMPSON

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

How Can Charlotte's
Children Be Spared?

Charlotte

Editors, The New

HE LETTER n The Char

News, March 12, under
heading “From a Jail Cell: Close
ABC Stores,” was of special ir
terest to a group of housewives
in our community

Is there anything we can do to

protect our Meckienburg County
from liquor so that our daughters

(Editors' Note: There 13 no
substitute for edue

Art Classes Attract
Many From Afar

Charlotte

Editors, The
THIS 1S to the
ciation of my organizat

News:

express appre

r for

news ¢ n your paper re
garding the Eliot 0'Hara water.
color classes held at the Mint

Museum March 14-19
We are proud of the fact that

these classes were more success-
ful than ever before, attracting
many students from this area,
as well as an impressive number
from distant places

—MARY FRANCES BARNES

Chairman

Art Classes Committee

Guild Of Charlotte Artists

that our intellectuals wil lose con-
fidence in our political leaders.
When intellectuals and political
leaders part company—when mu-
tual hostility and intolerance feed
on each other — then a society's
essential stabilties are in danger
and political compromise is no
longer effective.

The despair and then the deser.
tion of the intellectuals in France
in the second half of the 18th cen
tury spelled the doom of the “an-
cient regime" The American in-
tellectuals of the 1705 parted
company with the whole idea of
imperial authority. The ineptness
of the British government in the

1920's and 190's in resolving its

domestic perplexities drove most

(ll)l the intellectuals into the Labor
arty.

Unless Washington learns from
these experiences and cultivates
not only our own men and women
of learning but also those of Ei
rope and Asia — by opening our
doors to scholars and ideas—neu-
tralism at home and abroad will
grow. We will fall not as a result
of subversion—for never was there
a people more whole - heartedly
devoted to & common purpose
than are Americans today—but
because of indifference. And that
is what neutralism really is.

Decline In Immigration Cuts
Foreign-Born Ratio Sharply

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

WASHINGTON
F present immigraton quotas
for 85 other natims were

abolished, and the total number
of immigrants allowed to enter
the US. each year were raised
from 154,000 to 251,000, would the
“homogeneity” of the US. popu-
lation be disturbed?

“Yes,” say those who oppose
a hill, sponsored by New York's
Sen. Herbert H. Lehman and Rep
Emanuel Celler, which  would
make such a change in the Tmmi.
gration and Natiomality Act of
1":. And according tfo an analy.
sis by Congressional Quarterly,
these opponents probably will sty-
mie the bill during the present
session
ETHNIC CHANGE

While it is difficult to predict
ethnic chapges which might tdke
place in the future, some interest-
ing clues from the recent past
indicate that US. *homo-
geneity” is reasonably assured
barring a much greater Increase
in immigration than any now pro-

posed
Some million immigrants
have entered the 17§ since 1820
five

— 34 million from Europe
million from the We:
phere and one
During the same P
ever, total population
I'mm 10 to 18 million
Immigration mounted from 1820
until it reached its peak in

a8 jumped

on,
the decade from 1906 to 1915,
when some 94 millon immi
grants. or almost a million a
year, entered the country, With
the first quota law of 1921 the
influx began to fall off, and in
the 10 years from 1941 to 1950

barely 1 millin were admitted
RATIO DECLINES

Even these figures, however,
are slightly deceptive Many im-
migrants arrived in the US. only
to decide later that they wished
to return to the old cuntry. In
the 40 years between 1911 and
1950, some 3.8 million aliens emi-
grated from the U.S_, leaving net
jmmigration for the period of 78
million. During the early 1930's,
was in  the
throes of a depression, emigrants
sctually outnumbered immigrants
hy 100,000,

The fall-off in net immigration
coupled with the rapid increase
in total U S population. has
markedly affected  the ratio of
foreign-ho
190, the
million
126 per cent was

When the last eensus was
foal had dimbed to

n 1950 the
0 million, but the mmber of
nhorn was the same as 50

carlier — 103 million
'I‘ s number now constituted only
68 per cent. Deaths helped to
achieve this apparent stability,
despite the influx of some 15 mil.
lion new immigrants during the
same period
SHARP DROP

Similarly, both the nmber and
the ratio of Americans one or

both of whose parents were born
in another country has been de-
clining. Census statistics (for' the
white population only) show
that native white persons of for-
eign or mixed parentage nur
bered 25.9 million in 1930 or
per cent of the fotal population
Their number had dropped to 23 8
million in 1950 and their ratio to
157 per cent.

When lumped together in what
the Bureau of the Census calls
the ‘foreign white stock," the
foreign-born and natives of for-
eign or mixed pareptage num-
bered 33.9 million in 1950 or 224
per cent of the total population.
Of this group, the largest number
(6.8 million) were located in New
York state where they constituted
459 per cent of the state's popu-
lation.

CAROLINAS LOWEST

zewise, however, New
three New England
white stock makes

states. Forei

up 489 per cent of Rhod
land's populalion, 485 per ¢
Massachuselts’ and 48 per cent of
Connectieut's, At the sother
of the scale are North and South
Carolina, where the foreign white
k is only 1.1 per cent
North Carolina, where the

census showed a total popu-

of 4,001929, there were 16,«
134 foreignborn white and 30,
white of foreign or

200 native
¢d parentage
The national origins of the for-

eign white stock have shifted to
some extent with the ebh and
flow of immigration over the
years. Most immigrants from
Germany, Ircland, Great Britain
and Sweden arrived before 1900,
while most of those from ltaly
Austria.Hungary. Russia, Canada
and Mexico came in after 1900.

Leading country of origin in
1950 was Germany, with 47 mil-
lion, followed close by ltaly,
with 46 million. Other major

countries of origin were Canada

(3 million), Poland (2.8) million)
Russia (2.5 million), and Ireland
(2.4 million

In fiscal 1954, the first full
year after the Immigration and
Nationalitv Act of 1954 took ef-
fect, 207.000 immigrants were ade

mitted to the U.S. but only 4.
000 under quotas. Mexico led with

followed by Germany (33,»
Canada (77 000, Greal Brit-
and Htaly  (15.00)
ethnie ir must he
judged in terms of a 17 S pomilae
tion that is growing by 2.5 million
a year.

Quote, Unquote

Re nice if your eritice knocked
only once, like opportunity —Harte
well (Ga.) Sun.

A Georgia man was arrested
for being drunk on a bicycle, It's
all a sober man can do to stay
up on one—Greensboro (G a.)
Herald-Journal.

President Silent On Quemoy And Matsu

out again in Korea

told him to try to find some cottage only ordered it to keep you compan case trouble broke
Tm- businesslike atmosphere of Eis- cheese in the Kitchen. As the waiter hur-  McCormick won out and the cotfage and we had to act there
r's recent luncheon with ried off, House M: Leader John cheese wound up in front of D The  The answer was: “Ni

House leaders was broken whem White McCormick of assachuetts also an- House majority leader uwnobtrusively At both luncheons, the President re.
House waiters brought in the main nounced that he would appreciate some pushed the quail hash to one side and fused to say whether the United States
course—quail hash on toast. cottage cheese. McCormick, a devout ate some potatoes and red cabbage. would or would not defend the two much-

John Foster Dulles politely but firmly Catholie, didn’t bother to explain, but discussed offshore islands
declined the eniree, explaining he was Lenten regulations limit him to meat Princeton Professor Quizzes ““That is a military decision and I will
trying to keep his weight down once a day and he was planning to have make it, but 1 am not prepared to say

“I have l\r-r"\ traveling abroad a great steak for dinner in the evening The two White House luncheons with now what or when it will be” he told
deal” explained the secrelary of state A few minutes later the waiter re. Senate and House leaders did not vary House leaders. Hle added that he did not

1 I've been e turned with only eone portion of cottage Much except that at the second lucheon jntend to tip off the Chinese in advance,

purely as a S Senstor Alexander Smith, New Jersey  One of the most important questions
ey o s e b e o L et o s e
. A otocol, M. his boss, the President of the Unite 4 Hans. His questions were b e 13 8 Rl FOUE conteranies S toal ”
President let me eat what | States that the President stepped in Whi retently: b (|
i An Alphonse and G equence fol-  hely him rephrase thei. Th was especially inter-

ced Ike. "What would \”\«ul as the sc i of 'a-»l and the Dulles came to the rescue: also fried t0

0 like hil use majority leader deferred to each fy the question so everyone could The President was not categori

Well, if you have a lille cottage other over who should eat the cheese and it his reply, but indicated that lni mum
cheese in the refrigerator, it would do  *I insist that you eat it, John" said finally ironed out and boiled down, be willing to sit down with Marshal
very nicely," replied the secretary of Dulles. or Smith appeared to be asking: Bulganin of Russia and with the French
state “No, no, Mr. Secretary,” demanded 1d the islands of Quemoy and Matsu and British sometime later—probably in

The President called a

waiter and

McCormack. “I insist that you eat it. I

W
be of any help to the United States

in

November,



