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The First 100 Days: Slow Motion

IKE Samuel Butler's Hudibras, who

4 divided “a hair twixt south and south-
west side,” Tar Heel legislators tradition-
ally take a micromoralistic view of
things. The hair-splitting, it seems, can
go on and on and on while big questions
remain unanswered

After 15 weeks of puttering, the Gen-
eral Assembly has still not come up with
a tax program. As to where and where
not to dig for new revenue, members are
not much closer to agreement than they
were in January.

This indecision produced the session's
most remarkable display of helpless be-
Friday. Rep. B. T. Falls of
hairman of a new tax
i Gov. Hodges must take
| be here until

took the leader-

ndations for
ram 6. with all the
a Tar Heel chief execu-
He outlined this pro-
gram in detail Armed with the gover-
nor's facts and figures, the legislature
was then supposed to hammer out a
program

The buck cannot be passed back to Mr.
Hodges. He has done his job.

But all the General Assembly has to
w for 15 weeks of tax talks is a rec-

Tan
an
ive v
@ can muster.

sh

ord of disunity, indecision and hair-
splitting argument

A rather basic question of whether to
levy a consumer tax on tobacco is still
up in the air. The Senate group voted
14-8 for such a tax while House finance
members voted 30-8 against it

One of the most disturbing stories now
making the rounds in Raleigh is that
some influential members of the legisla-
ture would like simply to agree not to
agree and close up shop without bother-
ing to try to raise the needed revenue.

The penalty for this, of course, would
be a fat d-ficit by the end of the next
two year: Then the 1957 General Assem-
bly would really have a problem on its
hands.

Needless to sav
that-is-not-a-solution
unsatisfactory

1t is not only a matter of taxes, how
ever. There is a couraging amount of
other legislation still pending

The big appropriations bill
been nailed down

Adequate legislation to protect North
Carolina’s water resources is still stymied,

There has been no action on the much-
needed minimum wage law.

Well over 100 days have passed since
the 1955 General Assembly was pounded
to order. The time has come for forth-
yxght action. North Carolina's patience
is beginning to wear a little thin,

this kind of solution-
would be totall

has not

The Race Is To The Swift

().\' THE question of legislation, Uncle
J Sam Is a step ahead of his Tar Heel
nephews.

While the North Carolina General
Assembly has dickered and dawdled over
fiscal matters, the U i ess has

made at least a measure of pre The
House has completed ne half of its
work on money measures, passing five
One has been passed by the Senate.

Formosa policy, the German treaties,
congressional pay raises and exercise ex-
tensions have also cleared the hooks.

Sharp debate and close final votes are

The Problem Of The

VEN in the mechanistic climate of
= the mid-20th centu there is still
such a thing as social cruelty. In the
case of unwed mothers it can be severe
to an almost unbearahle degree.

Tomorrow nd anniversary of
the broad humanitarian program which
dared to me problem head-on. We
mean, of ¢ the Florence Crittenton

'ement. For nearly three quarters of
a century. it has been 1g a great
need in the most praetic realistic

humane way possible.

Charlotte’s own Florence Crittenton
Home of North ( lina was established
in 1903 It is one of 53 such institutions
the United Si Like the others, it
operates under the guiding principles of
this set of purposes

n
ried

Oper te's
ing women
away from

s t they h:

Florence Crittentor

health

care
comes from a var
in Charlotte

ndividual and gr
some recreatior

From The Mattoon (IIl.) Journal-Gazette

expected on some other legislative check-

points, however
Statehood for Alaska and Hawaii,
postal pay raises, farm price support,

reciprocal trade extension. the adminis-
tration's school and highway programs,
$35 billion in foreign aid appropria-
tions, a boost in the minimum wage, an
increase.in the debt ceiling and (here
we go again) the Bricker treaty-power
amendment, .,

So the cupboard is hardly bare. U. S.
congressmen, like Tar Heel legislators,
will have to ride hard to adjourn at a
reasonable date.

Unwed Mother

emotional maturity are developed through
case work and religious counseling

Last year, 243 unmarried mothers
were cared for in the Charlotte home—
87 per cent from North Carolina, the
remainder from eight neighboring states

We believe the program is particularly
valuable because, in addition to its serv-
ice to individual mothers, it is helping
to bring about a more realistic under-
standing and a more charitable attitude
toward these young people. It has at-
tempted to point out that the emotional
instabilities which bring a girl into a
Crittenton Home result from the same
problems which cause a child to steal
or to lie or to be involved in any other
behavior problem

The Crittenton Home and
Crittenton movement richly deserve
community’s salute

Different Name

FOU'VE GOT to hand it to Mecklen:
burg's County Commissioners. They
weren't going to be caught in that name
duplication trap like the uni
old City Council with all of its s
Sts. No, sir. Not them. After a

the entire
the

Recreation Commission in the cify
when the county formed a similar group
t at least had the originality a
tion to pick a different name

The selection can now be disc

losed

HORSE TRADING

E APPRECIATE the efforts of both
' elected appointed leaders
to smooth temporary troubles
But when
ly enough

attend too:
ks won't

not understand the
during a horse trade. The
always observed, whether

or advanced amateurs were
the pastime. Before g
ness,
crop

=

tir
two
prospects, state
d the abominable c

men dis

of cour

seriously
good horse. 2 ;
interested in swapping off his old N

0l
if T

perhaps. with enough cash to hoot
man might let old Jerry go. Hate

It is the Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion

That's In county, “Park
do it. of course, for old Jerry was the
best horse a man ever had. Steady, will-
ng worker. teeth still good What's that?
Yes. probably a trifle tender in his left
rear foot, but nothing serious

Crib chewer? Only occa
doesn't t to anything

ri—but at least, men
r eyes open and full
ble "consequences

our government saw fit to
n in the art of horse t
ng. it would have a salubrious effect on
this world of closer-fitting bonds

Who was Columbus?” Pupil
ng somewhere without know
he was going: who didn't
e was when he got there,
t where he had heen
home.” — MenpHIs

Why Did The Novels Fail? X

Shaw's Tar Heel Biographer Sums Up

By ARCHIBALD HENDERSON

(Editors' Note: Chapel Hill's
Prof. Henderson wrote ‘‘Bernard
Shaw's Novels: And Why They
Failed” for the current issue of
Dalhousie Review, published in
Halifax, Nova Scotia. These are
excerpis. The complete article
will form a chapter of Hender-
son's fortheoming centennial bi-
ography of Shaw.)

HOUGHTFUL READERS of
Shaw, especially readers of
his novels, inv

he began
oy

sho
swer to this query.
self, for some of my

e d tly from Dublin to
Carolina, Shaw was
t up on the Bible, “The
im's Progress,” “The Swiss
Family Robinson.” “Robinson
Crusoe,” the novels of Sir Walter
Seott, which were responsible in
part for his anti-romanticism, and
the rollicking adve

Lever

ture stories of

(
Byr

f s life.

he con

g the end o
Throughout his career

tinued to pay unbounded tribute
to Dickens, in hoth his ecritical
and creative writings, unequivo-
cally pronouncing him to be “by
far the greatest man since Shake-
speare that England has ever pro-
duced” in the art of fictive writ
ing. At the height of his career,
he described Dickens as “one of
the greatest writers that ever
lived,” and threw critical distine-
tions in the discard with the blan.
et endorsement of all of his
books as “magnificent.” And yet
Shaw never lost the power of dis
crimination between the artist
and the person, between Dickens'
genius as a novelist and his char-
acter as a man. Shaw
marked to me that, as a lad, he
had seen Dickens, presumably on
one of his lecturing or barnstorm-
ing tours; but acknowledged that
he was unfavorably impressed by
hie flashy dress, loud voice, and
over-effusive manner.
TURITY"

the five-year period
1879-1883, with an energy, per-
tinacity and stoicism which de

served a the pas-
S100 ly jous  young re-
cluse wr ovels, on an
average o year, which en
ountered virtually unfailin

al at the hands ¢

novel

long  autobiographical
which he wrate in five months
to geveal to the world how im.
mature he was, succeeded in its
purpose—not reaching publication

unt peared in Shaw's *“Col-
lected Works™ half a century af-
ter it was written. The four re-
maining novels, in order of com-
position, “The Irrational Knot,"
Love mon the Artists"
Cashel Byron's Profession,” an
An Unsocial Socialist,” wer
submitted to upwards of sixty
British  publishers—all  virtually
0 no avail

Over a period of nine years,
1876-1885 inclusive, the man who
later won a great fortune and
achieved global renown, earned
by his novels and periodical writ-
ings an average of one cent a
day! Only Shaw's confidence in
his own powers and his convietion
that he belonged in the company
of the immortals, enabled him to
rise above one of the most devas-
tating failures in the history of
literature.
FINANCIAL FAILURE

Bernard Shaw's novels, despite

5 minor success d'

estime in Socialist and radical
circles, failed; and from the fi-
nancial standpoint, failed ignomi
niously. And yet they were by no
means a complete artistic fail-
ure Half a cenutry ago the late
James Huneker declared that
pages

2

a4

of his tales

higher as a novelist
dramatist.  Christopher
regarded Shaw the dramatist as
a ‘“great novelist gone wrong.'
An anonymous critic in The New
Statesman in 1930 ventured the

opinion that “Shaw might. had he
chosen, have taken that place in
the English novel which has been
unfilled since the death of Thack-
eray.” On the basis of some of
Shaw's recently released confes
sions and the opening of his per-
snal files since his death, it is
possible to venture a tentative
answer to the provocative query
Why did Shaw's novels fail?
PENNY DREADFULS

Early in my acquaintance with
him, he explained to me that he
had arrived in England at an ex
ceptionally unfhrtunate  moment,
historically: when he was not yet
N.years-old, and just six years
after the introduction in England
of compulsory education. The
newly literate reading publ
erude and undeveloped in it
ary taste, wanted only novels like
the penny dreadfuls of the third
quarter of the nineteenth century
sentimental thrillers dealing with
beautiful, dumb heroines and
brave, dashing heroes not infre-
quently criminal in character.
The vast army of semiliterate
new reacers wanled scenes

burning fove and daring
ure by writers of fiction ¢
tell lucrative lies

sion, The ¢

despite

cess with *

though  lack
would not, and indeed could not,
qualify for this role. He wrote de-
liberately for possible readers en
dowed with speculative intellects
“restlessly cerebrative,” w
earnestly  craved exhibitions of
character and suggestions of so-
cial problems
RANK OUTSIDER
Shaw was intimately acquaint
ed with the novels of Dickens
and Trollope (although the latter
was ludicrously misunderstood by
Dublin readers), he read Scott for
romance, thereby “getting over”
romance for good; and appreci-
eted Thackeray's satiric studies
of the English governing classes
slthough reacting violently from
his slavery to sentimental ideals
But as to any firsthand knowl
edge of Horseback Hall — the as.
taundingly uneultured. fox-hunting,
nglish aristocrat
haw was a rank oul
sider. He regarded the British as
barbarians appallingly _deficient
in literary and musical culture
and in esthetic sensibility
AVOIDING IDIOM
The style of the young novel
jejune and sl was a
propriety. with
execuled  sentences

meticulously
and paragraphs of pedantic preci

resolved,” Shaw  con-
that I would write noth
ng that should not be intelligi
ble to a foreigner with a diction
ary . . . and [ therefore avoide
jdom * ~ This was the literary

son. 1

i

BERNARD SHAW
“Great Novelist Gone Wrong'
fashion of the day. The persons
of quality in fiction spoke with a
decorous siylishness which mada
¢ unnatural; and only
ns of more humble sta-
tion spoke idiomalically.  This
Young Self bore little or no re
semblance to the Later Self
in the plays displayed a marvel
I pliz

CONDITION
If 1 failed (as a novelist) ta

atmosphere of aristocracy, it w
not because | had any illusio
or ignorances as to the common

humanity of the peerage, and not
because | gave literary style to
its convers: but because, as
I had no n 1 had to blind
myself to ils enormous import-
ance, with the result that I missed
the paint of v t,
the whole mor the

class which r
and plenty of
dition of a be

In Shaw's opinion
of his novels was i
lack o {1

failure
“not to any
ce on
antagonism
to respect-

Shaw's 3D «¢
pear in his plays, bez
Candida; and he create
of disquisitory @
plays to whieh epis
was natural. Shaw was
tined to practice the
tion, but, for him 4
wrong m

Dulles’ War-Like Speeches
Win Few Friends For U.5.

By WALTER LIPPMANN

NEW YORK
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