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Polio: Remembrance Of T hings Past

T FIRST, the hush was unearthly.
Disease had come on calfeet, mute-
ly, Without warning.

Then, like some poisonous fog, infan-
tileparalysis settled over North Carolina
in 1948,

Th hard-hit areas like Greenshoro—
bull's-eye of the worst epidemic of polio
in Tar Heel history—the live coals of
tear glowed in the hearts of thousands
of parents, glowed with spectral bright-
ness

Child after child was struck down by
the invading virus. Tiny muscles seemed
to disintegrate before the eyes, lungs col-
lapsed, hearts stopped beating

In some counties there were so many
ralties that there was no longer any
place to put them, Guilford, in 60 days,
raised $311,000 to erect an emergency
ospital to serve the Piedmont
By what chemistry fear can be con-
verted into emergy and resourcefulness
and courage. no one can explain. This
is part of the mystic science of the
human soul. But North Carolinians, ener-
getic and resourceful and courageou
weathered the polio storm in 1948. They
have weathered lighter outbreaks since.

Nobody, however, who went through
the 1948 epidemic will forget it. Such
memories are not easily erased

So it was that yesterdays dramatic
announcement of the success of the S:
polio vaccine had special significance for
Tar Heels.

It held out, at last. the promise of
victory over a foe that had preyed mer-
cilessly upon countless North Carolina
families.

It meant that the terror of 1948 need
not be duplicated—ever.

To people all over the globe, it was
an announcement of historic proportions.
Medical science has again produced a
modern miracle. Someday, in the perspec-
tive of history, the Salk vaccine may
rank with such discoveries and achieves
ments as the diphtheria antitoxin (1894),
raduim ( 1898), insulin ( 1922). cortisone
(1938) and cortisone synthesis (1946),
penicillin (1929 and 1945)

The difference, of course, is that work
on the Salk vaccine will continue It has
been found 80 to 90 per cent effegtive
in preventing paralytic polio in tests’ Dr.
James E. Salk feels that it is potentially
almost 100 per cent effective

Even some of the well established
vaccines against diseases—such as small-
pox—are nat 100 per cent effective.

With the confirmation of results given
at last, vaccination should, of course, be.
general among children

Immunization shots will begin in Char-
lotte and Mecklenburg sehools for first
and second graders on April 25. Drug
distributors, meanwhile, report that there
will be plenty of the vaccine available
fo take care of other children within the
next six to eight weeks. This too is good
news for Charlofteans.

But the good mews about Dr. Salk's
vaccine has broader significance. Its im-
pact is not confined to those who know
and fear polio. As a milestone in med-
ical history it automatically spreads new
hove and confidence to all of mankind's
sufferers—hope and ~confidence that
sclence's men in white will soon be able
to conquer other terrible diseases as well
With the help of God, they will

Anguished Cries From The Wings

ISTENING to the doom-and-gloom

4 opposition to a state minimum wage
law, unsophisticated spectators might
gather that Tar Heel industry is teetering
on the brink of disaster.

Nothing of the sort is true.

North Carolina is actually experiencing
tremendous growth in wealth and produc
tive power

Yet lobbyists are resorting to the same
old anguished cries that were first heard
around Washington in 1937 when Frank
lin D. Roosevelt said:

A selfsupporting and  sellrespecting
democraey can plead no justification
for chiseling workers' wages or ~\-mr|mg
workers' hours . . . Our problem is to
work out in practice those labor standards
which will pernit the maximum but pru
dent employment of our human resources
to bring within reach of the average man
and woman a maximum of the goods and
services conducive to the fulfillment of
the promise of American life,

Congress responded to these words a
year later with the Wage and Hour Act

“This means bankruptey, price
unemployment, shutdowns,” warned
volces of doom.

the

It didn't

But the same sort of arguments have
been heard every time the national min-
imum wage has been adjusted to Amer-
ica’s expandi

The identical arguments are b¥ing
heard in Raleigh todav—where protec-
fion is being sought for workers not
engaged in interstate commerce and
thus not covered by the federal law

The provosed minimum
fs a modest reauest. 1t would amount to
but $22 a week. This is little enough
protaction to ask

After all, the vast majovity of Tar Heel
workers and their bosses have been liv-
ing contented? ler a federal minimum

5-cent wage

wade law for about two decades. The
principle of a mum law is
well established. It is not “socialism.”
as some of its Tar Heel eritics call it

The human needs of Nerth Carolina's
lowest paid families should spur the
General Assembly to action. Surely every

oral and fiscal consideration—whether
it be compassion for underpaid workers
or the stimulation of the state's economy

ries
bill.

out for passage of the present

A Double-Action Cure |s Needed

TTH the air of a Borgia guest spurn-

L ing a poisoned cup. Charlotte
Merchants Association rejected Traffic
Engineer Herman Hoose's plan for neak-
hour parking bans on Trade and Trvon

Sts. Directors voted unanimously yester.
dav to oppose the proposal

It means simply that with no support
from this powerful segment of Char-
lotte's business community, there is little
chance that the plan will get beyond the
blueprint stage—at least for awhile

Certainly, the parking ban would speed
up traffic. Ong could hardly deny this
fact. But in easing one problem, it would
probably irritate another. Charlotte's

From The Raleigh News & Observer

parking woes would be more serious than
ever

Traffic and parking are companion
problems. They must be attacked to
gether. 1f streets are to be cleared of

parked cars at peak hours, some other
place must be found for the cars. This

place must not be far away on the other
side of the city either. It must be close
by. convenient to stores and eating es:
tablishments in

m viously, the first chore is to create

additi al offstreet parking facilitie n
mnﬂn“n When this is done. the city can
begin talking about curtailing on-street
parking.

AN OLD QUESTION RAISED

r] HE enlistment of the legislature in
their efforts to get Stonewall

Jack-
son into the Hall of Fame of New York
University ¢ an old question: V

is fame?

Neither the Confederacy nor its Daugh
ters can complain too much about the
Hall of Fame since Robert Fdward Lee.
along with Ulvsses Simpson Grant, was
included in ihe first group of famous
Americans selected in 1904 It is true.
however, that William Tecumseh Sher-
man was n 1905 and Thomas
Jonathan Iamm supporters have
knock nsuccessfully on the
ever since

The interesting t1:ir
of Fame is not 1} 1nive
who are included but

whose fame is at lc
are in there, too
children and their «
tle surprised fo find ar
famous Americans Te
Hall of Fame the follo

William Ellery Channing
er. Asa Gray, James Kent

body. Joseph Story, Marv 1|

Mitchell, Emma. Willard, Charlotte Saun
ders Cushman, Mark Hopkins, Rufus
Choate, Joseph Henry. John Lothrop
Motley. Alice ;Freeman Palmer. Ja
Buchanan Eads, William Thomas ( n
Morton, Simon Newcomb, and Josiah

Willard Gibbs

Even some members of the UDC
be surprised to note that the other Con-
federate leader listed with Lee is not
Jackson, but Matthew Fontaine Maur)

And some UDCs might be a | reluc-
tant about pushing Jackson for member-

ship in a club which has included Har
u-4 Beecher Stowe since 1910, From th
h Sidney Lanier is in. but John C
Calhoun is still outside Booker T
neton’s name was added to the list in
1945. Only 11 Presidents. from Washing

have so far been
th Carolinians may

ton throus
added to the

be narticularly interested to note that
of the three presidents whose nativity
it claims, Andr cson has made it

but James K. Polk and Andrew Johnson
are still left out
Appealing for copyrights on jokes, gag
writers are protesting to Congress that
televisior stealing jokes that they ( the
gag manufacturers) have created. The
t w ave more force were

atement that the
1 “toil. sweat and tears” to
ct steal from Winston
ver heard one.—SHELRY

Elr
iz

“It's my view, senator, that with a bigger

tional program, we'll

People’s Platform

Report Card Ballots Unfair

Knowland the Senat

Charlotte
Editors, The News
Iltlv\ gullible can we parents
Are we to let the public W
slhoul administration slip a "'Rus-
sian type” ballot over on us in
the report card controver Yet

volu

forces,

T questionnaire
home rmm Midwood Sche
my child a couple of weeks ago
offered only a one-name
it said was, “Would we accept
the compromise :
Comments:” Now,
questionnaire be any
ed” In other wor
vote for _their «
nothing. That's w
in Russial

Let's face it: The school ad-
ministration doesn't dare have a
fair vote on the issue that by now
myst be clesr to. all, na
which do we parents w
three reporting met

1 B, C, D,

ely,  which
e real

2 Compromise
3 Unsatisfactory and satisfac-

—HOWARD SNOW
(Editors’ Note: At a meeting
yesterday, a citywide committee
of parents and teachers adopted
the compromise report card plan
School officials announced (hat
parents voted 7,731 for and 1,065
against the proposal.)
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Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
HE firing of Ed Corsi as assistant to
Secretary illes on  immigration

ficant straws-in-the-wind
1 They
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U. S. Constitution Can
Always Be Amended

The News
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A Fiscal Furor

WASHINGTON
WENTY-SEVEN state legisla-
tures have petitioned Congress
t toward placing a top limit
per cent on the federal in-
come tax

What they've asked Congress to
do is to submit to the states a
proposed amendment to the con-
The states then would

stitution
decide if they want the 25 per
cent limit. Ratification by th

fourths of the states within
years would be
write the direetive into basic

Early next month a Hv“l\z\ ju-
diciary subcommittee  wil i
hearings to get taxpayers
as to whether
ment should be ~ulm aln od
MANY PETITIONS
The 27 states that have pe-
titioned for submission of the
amendmenl are

views
amend-

Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware,
Florida, Georgia, Ilinois, In-
diana, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky,
Lousiana, Maine, Massachusetfs,
Mississippi, Montana,
Nebraska, Nevada, New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Vie-
ginia, Wisconsin and ming
The pcpulation of those states
is approximately 87 mulion
/, In seven other states — Cali
- fornia, Colorado, Maryland, New
York, ORio, South Carolina and
Tennessce — one house of the

has adopted such a
but the oth
o, Thus in those

: has been incompl
and the petton has not bect
to
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Precision And Variety

The Born

By GEORGE SANTAYANA

In My

Host The World"

ses a seerel
py home, For

pass
that

portunity will change their scope

mayor of New York

New York's leading citizer

Income Tax Limit?

Second In A Series
By WILLIAM D. HELM

REP, EMMANUEL CELLER
He Was First
Congress to submit a proposed
amendment to the constitution,
Congress must do so. Whether
Congress wants to do o is be-
side the point: the constitution re-
quires that it be done

So long as there are 43 states,
provision means that 32—the

this
necessary iwo-thirds—can come
pel Congress to submit the amend-
nt. Should Hawaii be given
hood, the petitions of 33

s would be neces
too, is made a
then 50 states would have
to petition.
PIONEER PETITION

When Wyoming's pioneer peti-
laced before the Con-
e state's lone Congress-
n made a speech in
which he said

We of
man

beiieve that a
a right to keep as his

own a fair and equitable part of
his earnings to take care of his
family, to educate his ch

and to provide for their welfare

after he is gone.

‘We so truthfully believe thess
things that we want them safe-
guarded again under our consti-
tution; hence this Memo
Congress at that time,
was spending a great deal roors

" the Treasury was tak-
Horton's speech went un-
at Washington. In the hints
however, other states bes
llow Wyomi
second World War
nt's need for

financing
ted attention {rom the pro-

amendment, yet by m
mer of 1943 15 states had pe-
d (
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Quote, Unquote

At a party several young cou-

ples were ssing the difficulties
of family budgets

v wife 1 really d!mt
" awful lot of mone:

we could afford to live
y we are living now.—
l.(r(‘n!\l!le (Tenn.) Sun

Dulles Is Scared Sick By Congressmen

the Eden pro-
vhat was good

deserve to be sacrifice I nd the peace

tant than Corsl, how He decided it on the basis

e principle—the Dulle , ©Of Wwhether Senator Knowland would
to congressmen. ! me Cause le

i crooks a r Ser K threaten trou-

on an appeasement somer- ble. He told es that if the

British plebiscite idea was adopted, he,

S Knowland, would make a speech on the

impertantithan gy Se loor denouncing it. He knew,

Tett e in the Far East knows, that

leshing “c ns hate Chiang Iaishek, that

poibynjach & executives shot 60,000 of them

L ne of the loody massacres since

Anthony Fden s and that any plebiscite would

England would ~guarantee us verwhelmingly against him

t . the Eden plam, aimed at getting

ff a hot spot which might pre-

pitate World War 111, was vetoed—

Eisenhower administra-

ws to congressmen who threatem




