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Security Vs. Bureaucratic Cover-Ups

ASHINGTON'S on-again-off-again se-
curity blackouts are apparently on

again. It is the old familiar pattern: The
White House eomplaining ahout “techni-
cal military secrets” leaking into print
capitol newsmen complaining about tight
censorship on harmless information

There is no excuse—ahsolutely none—
for a system which permits military se-
crets to flap on the governmental clothes
line for all to see. But neither is there
any excuse for a system which withholds
legitimate information from the public

The administration has an obligation
fo keep U. S. citizens informed about
what Is going on in Washington—even as
it clamps a 1id on military seerets

Much political hay was made in Octo
ber 1953 when Mr. Fisenhower chopped
away most of the Truman administra
tion's security restrictions The Demo-
crats were accused of ‘maintaining un
warranted peacefime censorship hv plac
ing sweeping authority to withhold news
in the hands of burea

The criticism was, to some extent, jus-
tified. There was much unnecessarv se-
curity during the last Democratic admin-

istration. And there were some ludicrous
snafus. We can't help remembering 1951
when a reporter noticed that maps show-
ing secret atomic installations were
hanging on airport bulletin boards. When
this fact was brought up at a Truman
press conference the newsman was
soundly rebuked. The President said
such talk only aitracted attention to the
maps which were intended to guide pi-
Iots so they would not fly ever such in-
stallations

This raised an interesting question:

Was security jeopardized because the
mans were hune or in asking why?
There is a delicate balance between

the nrotection of vital defense secrets
and the need to keep U S citizens in-
formod on what their government is do-
ing The new Pentagon directive—which

effect hans the release of any infor-
inn \-n'»n( it i< channeled through the
nner samefum of Secretary of Nefense
Charles E \\ tson himself—is not likely
to maintain that hahnrn Surely an ad.
ministration which has been so critical
of this sort of nonsense under Mr. Tru-
man can devise something better

How To Prove Practically Anvthing

B office visitor was amazed
“How could vou publish that article

defending  intellectuals?”  he asked
“pon’t you know intellectuals are dan-
gerous””

“Dangerous?” we murmured

“Dange " he insisted, “Wasn't Al
ger Hiss an intellectual””

This is the sort of monstrous logic
that never ceases to startle us a little
when it is applied. It can usuallv be

reduced to simple but fallacious syllog-
isms like this:

1—Intellectuals are in favor of free

publie schools.
2—The ComM
mands free pu
Therefore, intellectuals are Commu-
nists.

Stuart Chase describes this verbal
t ry ever so neatly in Powrr OF
Worps. Every person, he pointed out
has almost unlimited characteristics. He

v he white or Negro, tall, short, Cath-

olic, Baptist, Buddhist, banker, butcher,
Socialist, individualist and so on. Every
organization may also possess a large
number of characteristics. The trick is

to locate one characteristic which hoth
parties share and then leap to the con-
clusion that other characteristics, per-
hans all, are interchangeable.

With this svstem workine on all evlin-
ders, vou come np with all sorts of in-
faresting conclusions—all as phony as a
$3 hill

For instance

1—The Pove favors

2—The Pelitburo favors
laws

3—Therefore, the Pope is a Communist
or therefore, Stalin was a Catholic.

Mr, Chase also suggests this one

1—Myv grocer has cheated me
2—My grocer is a Yankee.

3—Therefore, all Yankees are cheats
s this technique, you can
prove’ nrnrvumv anything.

It is. of course, the old game of guilt
by association—physical and verbal

We keep remembering that old quote
attributed to the late Judge Woosley

“Before judging a man by his asso-
ciater, remember that Judas Iscariot
traveled in the best of company.”

child labor laws
child labor

Power Politics: Young Man's Soort?

N THE era of hypertension we may
suspect the > of power politics is
a young man's sport

However, the news of Anthony Eden’s
ascendancy fo the fop rung of Britain's
Jadder of leadership casts a new light on

the subject. The young bucks of the
world had another look—a
long. sober look

Mr fen is 57 vears old and is the

voungest Prime Mi in four decades.
DPavid Llovd George, at 53, became Prime
Minister in 1916 Not ce that time has

N THE ERA of the super-executive. the
Wan with the “Think™” sign on his
Robert Wilson Madry was a para-

dox. He got just as much done but

was with an efficiency known only to
him.

He was a squat man with vest
pockets crammed with notes he and
only a few of his long-time aids could
decipher. From the scribbled messages
to himself was horn a steady
copy from the University of
lina campj 1l headed
News Bureau. R. W. Madry. Dir

Hardly a newspaper or m
country | used
material wa
symhal ¢

He was a m

short

ne across
< copy. His
iliar 4o it as the

AP 10 most

an without a tude, who

never smathered vou with niceties, w
seldom gave verbal expression to like or
dislike. You knew by a means of a gar

bled communication common only to “the

Colonel ”

He was ro fellow workers
but few of t his roughness s
rio He ommen facility of

getting thi ng them

done for

fication of the media

et e T
o He w 1 wha would wire
a newspaper 4 | detailed storv on

student elections v
onght

“thev
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on it
The volume poured out of his Bvaum
Hall office in an seemingly
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a younger man held the position

A glance at the lineup from 1916 to
1955 finds Mr. Eden just a wet-eared kid
in the upper crust of political science

There was before him Law. Baldwin
MacDonald, Chamberlain, Churchill and
Attlee. All took office after they were
well past half century mark

In bigleague politics. it takes a wise
old head to escape the boiling pots. Or,
as James Thurber once said: Youth will

be served—frequently stuffed with chest-
nuts,

ful of notes
home with evervone and
his littered des’

t have vou said good

about the University todav?

In striking contrast to the leisure of
the vill was the abunds
auick energy. He bounded from
dent Grav's office to Y Z. Cannon's bar.
bershon fo t pst Office. leaving e
one behind V- on
lovel dog who was never far out
sivht

There aren't many wholl forget
Colonel Bob or “the Mavor.” as he was

known for many terms
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The Russians claim to have discovered

or invented almost everything
one more discovery thev aught to make.
and that is that the world puts little
credence in anvthing they say.—OcLe
THORPE (GaA.) EcwHo.
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Durine the last war a lad from

People’s
Platform

Charlotte
Editors, The News
DENOUEN
great elementar
port card controversy appears o
be set for Tuesday at Wilmore
School when the memb
Central Comm
one and one lrm her
each elementary school, ©
vene probably under the watch
ful surveillance of a repre
sentative of the school adm
tration. The finale will proba
be enacted at the April 19 meet
ing of the Board of Education
CLEVER ENGINEERING
It appears to me, hased upon
my information, that the spirit of
cracy freedom of opin
ion and speech were not _entire-
Iy discermible at the March mes
ing of the Central Committee, For
instance, it is reported that a rep
resentative of the school admin:
istration was present, assuring the
members of the com as
sembled that the administration
wanted to give the parents the
type of report card they (the par
wanted. It is well known,
ever, that an administrat
adopted the type of inade-
report card now in
ot favor a so

card

tee,

E

per centl of the Cen
mittee would vote with a rern
sentative of the dministration in
attendance  Moreover, parent
opimion had heen engineered clev-
eily to a division in pre-
Vi

ng discussion of
46,

sideration given
compromise”’ type of
n addition to the (
ally weighed in a

the

cCOmpro
be ac

Mnmq for
A, B
sort b
A
wonder

have been
ems that ou
on. by adoj
{ grading elem

s not concer

the present day trend in public

ducation toward develop
ediocre product. A parent

erely know that his or
it gl
factory, improving, needs to im.
prove or ahove average grade
fevel (not how much, heavens,

no!), average grade level, be-
low average grade level (not how
much,

heavens, no!). One should
the little darlings
- keep them sweet and happy,
above all, mediocre.
HORRID EXPRESSIONS

In fact, on the now recommend-
ed modified report, which em-
¥ all of the above expres.
sions, we are not to see the hor-
rid_expressions “above average

“average grade lev-
below average grade
The appearance of these

level
terms on the report card might
give a child a superiority or an

inferiority eomplex. Te avoid this
t hazard, the new form of
is to give symbols for
such brutal expressions — 1, 2, 3.
Isn't that cut

S5

The parents just haven't thought
this thing through. The teachers
mr-hahh Imw In order

to grade
teacher
‘average
thod are

level is
 of all pu
the teacher

netical grades
for the pupils and for each subj
N‘ on the daily work and tests.
Average these grades to get
the term grade for each pupil in
each subject

3—Add the average term grades
for all pupils in the class by
subject and divide by the number
of pupils in the class to get the
arithmetical term average of the
class in each subject
4—Inspect the individual term
ades for all 'mm‘u in
in each subjec

erage

Then about

e pupils in rhov\‘M\ I
k rag

cent
o ol
e exact aver-
in a subject, then 50

{ the class will be do-
above average grade
ind 30 per below
age grade level
r adminisirators prob

s th
have the
The teach-

er r‘ﬁ it this way
er must

1—Maintain arithmetical grades
for each pupil and for each sub-
ject on the daily work and fests

— Average these grades to
get the term grade for each pu-
pil in each subject

3. — Make a listing of these
term grades of all pupils in the
class arranged in numerical or-
der from the highest grade to the
lowest (this will require a sepa-
rate listing for each subject).

4 — From EACH list count
off, say, the first 25 per cent of
the class and grade them “above
average grade Ic\ﬂ." and the
nm 50 per cent, “average grade
and the final 25 per cent

heIDw average grade level”

& — Transfer these grades to
the report cards tthis won't be

SCHOOL'S OUT
But A Controversy Lingers On
easy because a pupil’s name wil

not be in the same relative posi-
tion on the listing of each sub-

Ject)
RIDICULOUS?

Parents should be very inter-
ested in the class percentage split,

otherwise they will have less idea
of what their children are doing
ormation

ent, whose ¢

report “above
level” and
the same subject

doesn't that ¢

ke you as be
trifle ridiculons?

‘We Saved Four Million Dollars On The U. N.
Technical Assistance Program’

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round
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In the writer's opinion and with
specific reference to the elemen-
tary school report card issue, the
parent is entitled to a report card
that gives all the information a
teacher’s grading methods can af-
ford without burdening the teacher
with unnecessary work or time
consuming conferences. Which
form of reporting provides this?
When a child transfers from a
Charlotte public school frequent-
ly the out-oftown school requests
numerical or alphabetical tran
script of the child's Charloite
record. They must find our sys
temn unintelligible — we don't un-
derstand it ourselves but we've

got it!

MEDIOCRITY

This controversy s just one
more indication that administra
tors and apathetic boards of

“education” are undermining the
curricula of the public schools
of the nation. Ask the colleges
about our product. The accent is
on administration, mot education
1t seems that the educator is dis
appearing gradually from the
once sacred halls of public edu-
cation. I have always thought he
was a preity good guy and, in no
v, merited the fate of the Dodo

darn good administrators and a
curriculum dedicated to the ideal
of mediocrity
PARENTS FELL
The fight was brave for A. B

DOWN
C, D and F grading. We par
ents were

1 — Just too mice and polite

2 — Lacked the time to mar:
shal our facts against the ad
ministration and its supporters

3 — Exhausted and tired of 8
year of deliberations which <h”!M
have previously been solved b
the Board of Education in a l< w
minute:

4

R permitted ouirselves. o
become divided by red herring

machinations, personal feelings
and therefore, it seems we are
about licked

‘COMPROMISE

f Educ n begins asking ques
tions about how all this came
t. the above described *
omise" report card is what par
nt taxpayers will receiving
next year as a pro

improving

they'll be satisfactory
or need; nprove.
FASY SOLUTION

It has been the opinion of ma
parents that the members of the

Board of Education were clct
as ther  representalives
A mongl Ui \rrepeiatoNilas iths

envisaged for each member of the
Board of Education was thought
ful consideration of all recom

of the administration
public school cur
riculum and the weighing of such
recommendations in the light of
their obligations to parents and
children and net in a spirit of def
erance to administrators subservi
to them. Are such p
this

matter v
Educati

Backstage Story Of Report Card Controversy

not have it thrown back to a Cen-
tral Committee of half parents

and half teachers.
—CLIFTON B, WILBURN

New Classified Idea
*Should Be Popular’

Charlotte

Editors, The News
ONGRATULATIONS on your
Week-End Market Place. This

new format for your classified sec-
tion is very aftractive and easy
to read. The convenience in re-
ferring to it should be popular
with all your readers
—HOME BUILDFRS
OF CHARLOTTE
Robert W. Barker
Executive Director

ASSOC,

Handy Section Sure
To Attract Readers

Charlotte

Editors, The News
CO’\-GI‘(\]! LATIONS on your

sified  section in
tabloid form. The advantage of
the handy carrying size combined
with the many other new features
that e incorporated in
this addition to your paper shall
certainly result in increased read-
ership and effectiveness for your
advertisers
—TRVN IF DEVELOPMENT
ALES
F Lindsey WIKIM

Series On Religion

Praised By Reader
Myrtle Beach, 8.

Editors, The News
THINK your series on the role
of today's religion you are now
¢ in the paper is wonderful
le stated that later
Episcopaliany
entists, but T
stop there, b
ne of the o

les w0
a scrap-

1 have saved all the a
far and have them in

derful idea &
! into a hook

seller as wonderful as
books
I have been reading The Char.
lotte News for years and enjoy it
more than al paper ist wish
vou hadn't stopped “Looking At
Life,” with Eric Brandeis,
—MRS. JOHN
P. 5 Hev
are very, very
(Editors Nole:  Tn respanse 1o
many requesis. The News will
bring its readers more of the in
formative articles on the rale of
religion in loday's world.)

Oursler's

DAVIS
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Busy Congressmen Introduce
More Than 7,800 Measures

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

w \\vll'\( T(
heir Easte

Lr\ WMAKERS be
recess, ra

the congressi
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Congressmen have _inteoduce
T.833 measures — 1,783 in the S

8,030 in the House — to
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Nixon talked about sending the U. S. ing with
¢ 4 cable to the Army into Indochina, and when Adm.
w asking the Radford tried to persuade Churchill o of tho o coes
to prevent war cooperate with us in sending airplane i
carriers to help beleaguered Dienbien-
phu. Dulles thought he had an agree
ment get-tough
policy supported
neut




