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Fortunately, A Fiscal False Alarm

ARDLY was the ink dry on new plans

to rebuild Charlotte’s fire-ravaged
Armory-Auditorium when someone sug-
gested that the 8334307 insurance settle-
ment might not be enough to do the job
In response to some raised evebrows and
a few offstage profests, the Park & Rec-
reation Commission swiftly made its posi-
tion plain. It will stick by its original
intention to limit the cost of the proj-
ect to what insurance money is available.

The decision was a sensible one

1t would have been extremely unwise

New Galahad For Po

AR HEEL Democrats were still acting

today as if Pogo had been caught
stealing bubble gum. It seemed unthink-
able that state employes loafed on the
job and were anything but thrifty with
the taxpayers' dollar. But that was pre-
cisely what North Carolina’s unortho-
dox Gov. Luther Hodges suggested in
a finger-wagging lecture to top Raleigh
officlals

The ot her day, he reported, he walked
through 14 offices in one big department
In nine of those offices not one stenog-
rapher was working. They were just
sitting around

“Let's mot fool ourselves,” cautioned
the governor. “The people are looking
at us criticall . They're being asked
for more faxes; they have a right to
demand their money's worth.”

In brisk one-two-three order, he ticked
off his program: Cut out the dawdling,
try o get along without filling vacan-
cies, do without so many reports, reduce
office files, re-examine purchases.

The surprise was three-cornered. No
governor has talked like that in years.
A liveandletlive relationship has tra-
ditionally existed between the executive
mansion and the administrative offices.
Furthermore, a large, contented state
payroll has always represented a bulwark
of political strength.

But Mr. Hodges still approaches his

Gobbledygook: Life

10BBL.EDYGOOK can be defined as
(quuandellng words, packing a mes-
sage with excess hayu.u,e introducing
s0 much semantic “noi 1t grows wild
in the rhetorical. marshes of law and
politics.

But look who is suddenly grumbling
about gobbledygook: Of all people, the
lawyer-politicians themselves.

This wondrous event occurred when,
after considerable study of proposed
revisions in the public school laws, the
General Assembly's Senate FEducation
Committee voted to send them to the
attorney general’s office for explanation.

Some of the committeemen, of course,
are lawyers.
Sen. A. Pilston Godwin Jr. of Gates

complaiined that the committee’s work
would have moved along more smoothly
if the proposed legislation had been
written by lawyers rather than by pro;
fessional educators. Sen. William Med-
ford of Flaywood declared that the com-
mittee would have to understarid the
bill “before we can explain it to the
folks hack home or defend it on the floor
of the Senate”

Maybe so, but we're still
break out of the verbal squirrel

trying to
rages

left behind by the last session of the
lawyerladen legislature.
Sir Edward Coke, a famous lord chief

justice of England, once wrote that law
is the perfection of reason. If this is
true them why can't laws be written in

From The Wall Street Journal

WRITERS'

I'JHM is an old newspaper tale, and
doubtless a canard, that when the
late Josephus Daniels was editor of the
Rateii  News & Osserver there was
only one typesetter in the shop who
could decipher his pungent editorials, all
of which were writ by han

Once at a Democratic National Con-
vention, S0 T the tale, Mr. Daniels
filed ssme appropriate comments with
the Western on telegrapher. In des-
peration, t simply wrote
his own editor sent it o the paper.
Daniels, sense of humor intact,
later used f{o refer to it as “one of the
best things 1 ever wrote

Then there's the story of another edi-
tor, best left nameless, who owed his
political policy to his illegible lettering

He had scrawled on the copy paper,
“This is not the time to support James
M. Cox,” and it came out in print, “This

is now the fime to support James M.
Cox.” And so he did

All this is apropos of nothing much
except that we see where a newly organ-
ized “Handwriting Foundation Inc." has
set out to restore legibility to American
scribbling. And we wondered whether
this is really so much of a restoration
project as it Is a job of starting some-
thing new.

Of course we are all familiar with the
kind of copper-plate writing ‘on historic
documents, old business ledgers and for-
mal letters. We oldsters anyway remem

ber being exposed to Spencerian script
and © the afhletic rigors of the Palmer

!

to make use of tax funds on the rebuild-
ing job—particularly since the need for

another public auditorium has never
been clearly documented in the first
place.

There are undoubtedly far worthier
park and recreation projects crying for
tax funds—projects which would serve
more of Charlotte’s citizens than a new
Armory-Auditorium, or “Park Center,"
as it will be called

There really should never have been
any questtion about the matter.

litical Folklore

job with all of the built-in attitudes of
the businessman. Even in the rarefied
atmosphere of state government, he is
concerned with profit and loss, produc-
tion costs, the law of diminishing re-

turns

To say the least, it is a refreshing
approach. It may not make him the
object of the old pol's affections but

it certainly should impress the people,
who, incidentally, pay the old pols

No serious cry has been raised about
the cost of state government quite a
while. 1Tt time the matter received
some attention

Benjamin Franklin wrote in his auto-
biography how he, as a boy, once paid
too much for a whistle. Tar Heels need
constantly to ask themselves if they are
doing the same

The problem is not always one of out-
right waste in government. Often it is
a question of whether material and hu-
man returns from governmental expen-
ditures are worththe money—or whether
the money could be better put to alter-
native uses. It is a good thing to keep
in mind that money not spent by gov-
ernment could normally be spent by
individuals. Wasteful expenditures there-
fore reduce the posable income of
individuals and corporations

We find the governor's philosophy of
government strangely invigorating—and
a little hopeful.

In The Hereinafter

reasonable language? It is really neces-
sary to disguise simple truths?

But take the case of the man who
wants to offer his friend a nice piece
of fruit. Might he say simply, “Have
an orange”? Not if he's a lawyer, writes
Stuart Chase in Powrr OF Woros. In-
stead, he would put it this way

I hereby give and convey to you, all
and singular, my estate and interests,
right, title, elaim and advantages of and
in said orange, fogether with all rind,
juice, pulp and pits, and all rights and
advantages therein . . . anything herein-
before or hereinafter or in any other deed
or deeds, instrument or instruments of
whatever nature or Kind whatsoever, to
the contrary, in any wise, notwithstand-

is

ing.
Ah! The legal mind at work

Garrulous Lady

ADY NANCY ASTOR, who gave North
4 Carolina’s Sir Walter Cabinet a few
thousand well-salted words yesterday,
says she wants herself to be known as
“a daughter of the Old South.”
he face is familiar but not the head-
lines. We can't purge our minds of
that business about southern womanhood
in Arthur Wallace Calhoun's SociaL
History OF Tue AwmericaN Faminy:
“Gentlemen of the old regime in the
South used to say: A woman's name
should appear in print but twice—when
she marries and when she dies."

RIGHTS

method which immobilized
and rotated the torso.

But
writ

fingers

the

have you ever seen Spencerian
in a hurry? Or tried to grapple
with a letter composed by a Palmer grad-
uate writing with a ball point pen? Or
ever had to decide whether Aunt Mamie
is writing about Uncle John's influential
speech or his influenza siege? Alas, the
problem of hieroglyphics has long been
with us

A more pressing
te typewriters so
words. Just

problem is to edu-
they can spell out
the other day we carefully
punched out “intervened” but the type-
writer wrote “interfered” and of course
that's the way the compositor set it. It
was just a matter of luck that the words
aren't too different in meaning

We're highly in favor of teaching
voung folks, and even old editors. how
to write legibly. But we would also like to
see an educational foundation that would
teach typewriters to let us pick out our
own words,

o8

In a night club a fellow pointed out a
girl wearing a low-cut gown. “That girl,”
he said to his companion, “is wearing a

£1.000 gown True,” was the reply,
“but her heart isn't in it."—CARLSBAD
CURREN'T s,

Woman in evening dress to another

woman: “If the: le-eyed jerks knmew
how this wire is pinchi e, they would
know it's not going to fall down."—ELLA-
viLee (GA.) Sun.

A Book For The Hand Of ‘The Man Of Distinction’

By HERBERT P.

(Editors' Note: This ery of
larm about new directions in
U. S. edueation was excerpted
from the American Asseciation
of University Professors Bulle-
tin, Mr. Woodward is dean of
Rutgers University.)

N THE American world at the
birth of this century and for
before that, no one

doubted that the proper products

u\ml person of that period was
vnmistakable. He had broad knowl
edge and acquaintance with le
ing indelibly ~ distinguished
him from the illiterate. He was
well grounded in history and at
home in the great literature of the
ages; he owned books and read
them: he could read or converse
in languages other than his own
—even the languages of the past
His conversation automatically in
cluded quotations from the great;
he would make allusions to poety,
to literature, to philosophy, and
sometimes he even contributed to
these. When he spoke or wrote,
there was a flavor that was lack-
ing in the speech or the letters of
the uneducated; indeed, the very
word “‘uneducated” meant the ab-
sence of these things—as the pur-
pose of education, particularly
higher education, was plainly to
provide learning and the elements
of wisdom

SHING RACE
have to be at least my
age and with a long memory to

recall very many of these learned,
educated people. A few of them
today are still teaching or giving
elder stalesmen, to
and women of our

Younger men

WOODWARD

time: but if you have had ac-
quaintance with some of these,
cherish the recollection, for their
like is difficult to locate in the
busy technical world of today
where the emphasis in education
has shifted from learning and wis.
dom to proficiency and compe-
tence, and where we still admire

learning but rarely seek it for
ourselves,
NEW MEANING

has

uneducated
today, its

As the term
little currency
pearance must
way or another,

regard ourselves as ‘‘educated
after a fashion. If there is now
a decline in learning and in let

ters, then it must follow that to
be “educated’’ today means some-
thing very different from what it
once meant

I can emphasize it still differ-
ently by saying that, if there are
fewer uneducated people today,
there seem also 1o be fewer men
of learning as well. For better or
for worse, our sights are now set
on men of competence and skill
BASIC INGREDIENTS

Fifty years ago we taught lib:
eral subjects and strict disciplines
in courses thal were expected to
fe info
g,
of \\1:4\0)\1
gredients

was_presumed that

valuable end products would na-
come, and through them
ident was expected to move

on toward becoming an educated
man or woman, We assumed that
such an educated person would
naturally have the attributes, un
derstanding, and wisdom that
would enable him to occupy a su-
perior place in the world

completely reverse
the process. We decide what are
the attributes that education
should provide — good citizen-
ship, acquaintance with the sciens
tific’ method, and adjusted per-
sonality, group consciousness, oc
cupational adjustment, control of
accidents, suceess in marriage, so-
cial dynamics, etc.—and then we
set up special courses, for credit-
hour study, to teach each of these
features, We leave noth-

0 chance, save tha possibility
the college or unwersity
e should acquire a little

d wisdom while he is
med as a competent
a proficient techni-

Today we

sy
that

cian
TAKE OUT THE TASTE

To me the process somehow re-
sembles what is taking place else-
where in our civilizatioo—in ihe
manufacture of bread, for ex-
ample, where we take flour and
so refine it that all of the bran,
vitamins, and vigor have been ex-
tracted; but then, very carefully
and with chemical precision, we
reinsert Vitamins A, B, and
D, riboflavin, and other synthe-
siced ingredients, until we have
what the chemist assures us is a
standardized nutritious product,
suitable for everyone—handsome,
utilitarian, practical, and taste-
less

1 think we are in grave danger
that our educational mill may un-
(hll:w the same streamlining until
re grinding out an education
t is also utilitarian, highly prac-
tical, and likewise lacking in cul
tural flavor.

Dean Harold Stoke of the Grad-
uate School of the University of
Washington has recently re-
marked that for our generation, at
least, the man of distinction will

‘Remember Now — Don’t Make Any Sudden Moves’

HERELOCK .
1355 THB WA SRINGTON POST Con

‘Sad Awakening’

For Union Members

Charlotte
Editors, The News

EFFERING TO letter from
John F. Kluttz, Southern Bell
employe, published in your pay
last Saturday, the besses of his
union—the Communications Work:
ers of America—may not be in
the “‘jungle”; but ‘you could sure
get an odds on bet that many of
its members and the members of
other labor unions ‘‘cannot

the forest for the trees
Some day labor union

other

members are going to have the
very, very sad and_desolating
awakening many members of the
coal miners unions are havin
now. They listened to their bosses
and stayed away from the mines
until they drove prices out of rea
son. The people simply sought
ess expensive and more d

ow
w ot

ny of the
ng else but

ng around

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

try trying to find work
to provide a bare existence
ir families. Others are av-
T two to four days work a
and the officials ‘of the un-
ying all the luxuries

the members of labor
unions realize that every pay raise
e benefit they receive is
) eventually be paid for
Ives in part and the only
ones who will benefit to any ap-
preciable degree will be the union
hoss It is a vicious circle and
jority of the people in this
country who do not belong to la-
bor unions may one day reach &
slate of saturation with the nau-
seating greed causing annual up-
heavals in services and supplies.
Or they could get tired putting
up the money to operate the var
ous busine: and others
could work, u.mum getting a fair
veturn on their investments

Even though T unio
gat up mast he money for
ott’'s election campaign,
:m er not count too heavily on

When will

s

ability to get the “right-to-work™
law in North Carolina repealed
Push back the branches from the
trees and then decide who is “liv-
ing in a jungle
—J. C. TAYLOR
Southern Bell Customer Who
Appreciates its Efficiency

Parents Responsible

For Teenage Crime
Charlotte
Editors, The News

People will just have to have
some protection. They can't have
their places robbed and every-
thing they have stolen by rogues
and their property busted and
torn up.

Parents are responsible for their
children in their teens. ey
should be made to pay for what
their children steal, and also be
made to pay for damages to peo-
ple’s property. They are the ones
who are responsible.

~MRS. J. D. BIGGERS

‘He says materialism is rapidly destroying our cultural
50 he's wasting no time getting ready for 1956 , .

rarely be pictured with a book
in his hand.
SUSPICIOUS WISDOM

It was once held that it took a
wise man to say "I don’t know,”
but teday's quiz program prefers
a competent man who knows
some of the answers—for the an-
swers pay dividends, and acknowl-
edgement. of ignorance, even if it
be relative, cuts you off the
gram. We expect the ma
competence to possess knowledge,

we are indifferent—perhaps

even suspicious of him—if he pos-
sesses wisdom as wel

Of course, it is not nec
for the humanities and the medi-
tative disciplines to carry the en-
tire burden of providing character
and supporting wisdom and cul-
ture, for which the exacter fields
of the sciences and technology
also encompass the same virtues
—integrity, stability of purpose,
personal  responsibility—that we
cherish as the choice requisites of
character. Someone has remarked
that the love of beauty can as
well be engendered by a suspen-
sion bridge as by a Gothic cathe-
dral, or integrity be as truly found
in organic chemistry as in ancient
history.
SUBSTITUTE

What we have to fear Is that
man today, in this country of sci-
entific magic and technologic ad-
vance, will take the products of

training and skill as a satisfao
tory substitute for the aesthetic
values that have been sacrificed
or sublimated in producing thern;
and not only will never enter tha
Gothic cathedral to observe its
beauty or to worship, but also will
drive across the suspension
bridge, fretful only of its inter.
ference with his car radio which
is probably playing “‘Doggie in the
Window."

These are no idle academic
alarums or pedantic tears from the
ivory tower. There i genuine
reason for concern if a large seg-
ment of our modern civilization
looks to education only for mech.
anical marvels of metal or plas.
tic.

DEEP, DEEP FREEZE

I am afraid that already there
are too many who cherish as the
true ends of education only such
material wonders as the felevi.
sion, the deep freeze, strepomy-
cin, high-test gasoline, and jet
propulsion, and if they have no
concern for the great scientific
truths upon which these bless.
ings are based, or the intellectual
achievements that made them
struggle that created a free so.
ciety and an economic system
wherein they are available to ev-
eryone, then it is truly later than
we think, and our concern about
the end of true education becomes
the “trumpet of a prophecy.”

Headline-Happy Spinsters
Primp For A Global Caper

By ROBERT C. RUARK

PALAMOS, Spain
TRAVEL A lot but the one
expedition [ aim to shun this
year, no matter where it lights,
is Miss Beverly Putnam's All
Girl Everywhere Safari. which
is coldly designed to make ecach
member of this floating sorority
amous, It says so in the poop
ot

“How to Become a Celebrity”
it says, and then goes on to nar-
rate that “in June of this year
women will be feted and photo-

graphed, interviewed and ad-
mired and _mirigle many
great names” in the atcities

of the world and the only re-
quirement. for this fame is that
each lady have a little nerve and

dollars,

AFRICA
Miss Beverly Putnam, who
girl safari to Africa
is lining up 15
males for a 30-day
the same harassed old
lhen the group treks
through Europe where, it says,
everywhere they go they will be
greeted hy the popping flashbulbs
of photographers and the prying
questions of reporters. Then, it
says, if any one of these head-
line-hunting beauties is not con
tent with the trophies, clipping:
parties, pictures, and publicity
she has a chance to depart Dec.
3 on the first all-girl tiger hunt
in_India

Then 13 days of shooting the
big ca ch as tigers, panthers,
sambar and chital, the ladies, ete
(that *! means Miss Putnam
has become known and admired
by the daring men who venture
|)o\ond ﬂw last frontiers of this
veled ginhe‘ Which may
be '(r\u’ But, a timid admirer
of this randxdnle for Osa John-
soncy, 1 would like to point out
that we will admire her more
when she discovers that a sambar
and a chital are mot big cats
They are differing species of the
deer family, It would give me
more faith in her as a girls’ guide
places,
15 women would spend so

Ted
last

0

to_the
Why

much money and go so far mere
Iy to be grcele\i by popping flash.
bulbs and prying reporters when
they can stick up a bank cosily
at home or take an ax to the old
man, I cannot say. But some peo-
ple have queer ideas of fun and
mes

Miss Putnam already has ofs
fered up the scalp of Haile Selas-
sie in Addis Ababa as an induc
ment and sort of coyly hints that
she might be able to produce E-r-
nest Hemingway, as well. But it
she can't she reckons that the
spoor of 15 broads in the bush will
eventually drift along with the
wind and attract some other “fa-
mous and wealthy sportsmen.’

Well, maybe I ain't famous and
maybe 1 ain't wealthy, butlcould
crowd in as a sportsman, and this
s one form of sport T aimtoshun
this year, although it will be dif-
ficull. The difficulty is that Miss
Putnam’s troupe of _transients
plans to invade Spain, North Afris
ca, France, Italy, Greece, India,
China, Bangkok, Central Africa
and Monte Carlo as well as Los
Angeles, leaving not very much
room (o hide in.

STATE OF STRIFE

1 can think of nothing more hore
rible than the state of strife among
the huntresses when they start
quarreling over the white huner,
who stole whose pith helmet, what
went with the last bottle of nail
polish, who missed the tiger first,
and who is really the most be-
loved by the wealthy and famous
sportsmen. Then there will be the
difficulties of lost laundry, missed
planes, borrowed lingerie, swiped
stockings, and general girlish jeal-
ousies.

I intend to do a very clever
thing. I shall steal the girls' itin-
erary from the agents and
wherever they intend to be at
such and such a date will find
me away off in the opposite direc-
tion s a free world and al’
that, but there are some things
that can be classified only as ri-
diculous, if not downright dread=
ful, and this strikes me as one.

Commission Favors Farm Policy Change

WASHINGTON in the form of commodity loans. At In other words, the farmers would be equities under all its loan programs ex-

T will be a blow to the little farm- harvest time, the farmers repay the gov- forced to go to their banks and pay com- cept disaster and emergency crop and

ers, but the Hoover Commission will ernment on as much of their crop as they mercial interest rates for their erop feed loans.”
soon spring drastic, recommenda- can sell, then forfeit the rest as col loans. The bankers wouldn't risk a nickel  Though vague, this indicates the FHA
tions to tighten farm credit, The main lateral, since the purchase agreements would be should, in Hoover's opinion, toughen its
effect will be to transfer the benefils  The Hoover Commission's idea is fo tantamount fo a government guaran- loan pelicy in line with private banks.
of farm price supports, in pa from turn the juicy 3,000,000,000, annual tee of the loans. What this would amount Yet the whole purpose of FHA is to pro-
the farmers to the bankers croploan business over to private banks. to is price supports for bankers. vide loans to farmers who have been

These to-heck-with-the-farmers rec Explains the forthcoming report: *“A A % turned down by their local bankers.
mendations aren't supposed to be made considerable saving of adminstrative ex- Tighter Credit The Hoover report further urges “that
public for several weeks, but this col- penditures could be made if the l‘n(ymr- the Congress require such interest fees,
umn has 1 a copy of the forth ned making loans to fa Another Hoover recommendation that premiums or other charges as will cover
coming Hoover Commission's report on RAGIIAe P Seod the wathut il Ao Bie T4 (ot fo & loop, administrative expenses, cost of money
streamlining the farm fing s agreements alone. The farmer ..‘l s for tightening credit on farm home 1o the treasury, and losses.”

Most jolting to farmers could with such a government contract loans. This will make it next to impos-  The effect of this will be to boost in-
ommendation “that the ¢ finince’ himeslt by loane on' his cout- sihle for-Tiitle Fumers t buy their own terest rates to the little farmers up
it Corporation ¢ nodities from private institutions pend- homes. As it mow stands, the Farmers to 12 or 13 per cent. One of the biggest
commodities ing his determination as to ‘when he Home Administration will loan up to 0 “administrative expenses” for example,

This would revolutionize the whole would sell, and thus the private financial per cent on the appraised value of a is to make sure these small farm lons

price-support program,

since most farm.
ers draw their price Nmpuluﬁ‘n advance

machinery could

finance the crop at a
considerable saving to the government.”

farm

The Hoover Commission, however,
wants the FHA to “require adequa

are sound. This has resulted
per ceff FHA repayment record. ‘

in a2 99
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