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Court Reform: Progress & Perspective

N(\RI‘H CAROLINA'S 1955 General
X Assembly won a bright gold star by
ite name when it finally discarded ancient
inhibitions and authorized judicial redis-
tricting

Action wae long overdue. The old
arrangement simply did not serve the
needs of a growing state, But, for years,
eertain politieal considerations had pre-
vented adequate adjustments.

Late last year, legislators got a stern
plea from North Carolina’s Judicial
Council:

The Council feels that the deplorable
condition of our docket will be and must
e corrected by reducing the size of the
present districts and by scheduling an
adequate number of courts for counties
with congested dockets

After a round of routine protestations,
the General Assembly gave in

The new law increases the number of
judicial districts from 21 to 30, increases
the number of resident Superior Court
judges from 21 to 32

Biggest sighs of relief came from Meck-
lenburg. Under the new arrangement,
the county will have a judicial district all
to itself (rather than be bracketed with
Gaston) and will have an extra resident
judge.

Appropriately, the additional judicial
manpower has been placed where it i
most needed. It was in Mecklenburg that
the problem of congestion was so serious.
An extra judge and a one-county district
will ease the situation considerably.

PRI

UT THE new act is no antibiotic for
all of North Carolina’s judicial llls.
Further improvements can and should he
considered
When the boat is awash, as E. 8. Green-
baum says, the addition of more oarsmen
is not enough. You have to bail out the
water and plug up the leaks. And that
is the kind of treatment the state judi-
cial system still needs.
One forward step would be the estab-
lishment of a small claims (or “inferior”)
court

Destructive Mischief

Y DEFEATING a bill to realloca

House membership in line with 1950
census figures, the State Senate stub.
bornly ignored the system of representa-
tive government devised by the framers
of North Carolina's constitution

Whether an offense against the letter
of the state constitution has been com-
mitted is a matter for legal minds to
decide. But certainly, beyond a shadow
of a doubt, the spirit of the constitution
has been abused.

Yesterday's vote gives every indication
that legislators will also make short work
of any proposal for senatorial redistrict-
ing

Under a 1951 act, the clerk of Forsyth
County's Superior Court was directed to
maintain a small claims docket for dock-
eted claims on money judgments not
exceeding 81,000 (exclusive of interest
and costs ). Advance court costs are half
the usual amount. If the defendant de-
mands affirmative relief for other than
a money judgment or demands a jury
trial, the action is transferred to the reg-
ular civil issue docket; in either event,
defendant must pay the remaining one-
half of advance court costs and file a
prosecution hond, Otherwise, no jury
trial is held. This results in a much
swifter trial in each case with the over-
all effect of reducing congestion in the
civil issue docket.

The small claims court in Forsyth has
met with marked success. This system
or a suitable variation of it should be
adopted on a state-wide basis.

e

N A gimilar vein, Judge Francis 0.

Clarkson has suggested that an in-
ferior court he established in Mecklen-
burg with specific jurisdiction over tort
and contract actions involving up to
$2500. This could be accomplished by
merely adding civil jurisdiction to the
present County Recorder’s Court. At
present, the County Recorder's Court is
limited to criminal cases, as is the City
Recorder's Court. But under the Clark-
son plan, the County Recorder’s Court
would have countywide jurisdiction in
civil matters and a full-time judge.

These plans, of course, are designed
to take some of the pressure from over
burdened Superior Courts and serve the
public by speeding up legal processes.

But there are numerous other reforms
worthy of consideration, Thirty were sug-
gested by the Judicial Council in 1954
Only a handful have so far occupied the
serious attention of legislators.

Judicial redistricting was a bheginning.
Why can't the job be completed?

In Raleigh

Actually. few changes were contained
in the fll-fated bill on House member-
ship.

Senate redistricting would he more far-
reaching —and populous Mecklenburg
would get the additional senator it de-
serves.

This is a matter of law and of honor.
Democratic government, as we know it,
can exist only under a system composed
of these vital elements.

There Is nothing more dangerous or
discouraging than the spectacle of pub-
lic officials—elected or appointed—
openly displaying their contempt for law
and honor.

The Thumper Is Going Fishing

FN{I.\'G has always heen considered

a pleasant, plebeian pastime for which
a fellow could lay out 50 cents for a
cane pole or %50 for a surf casting rig
and be happy as a zillionaire. As long
as worms were under the backyard soil,
fishing never seemed to be in danger of
joining polo or fox hunting as a sport
of the Coupe De Ville set

But a photo on the nation’s sports
pages raises doubts. It is a simple picture
of a handsome man holding a freshly
caught fish. The blue skies of the Florida
Keys are hehind him; the man Is wearing

a tee shirt and a look of contentment
the photo is one of outdoor innocence
and delight. But this is not a common
snapshot to tuck into a fisherman's wal-

let with a faded notation (“12-1b. snap
per caught 2-28:55 The handsome
man's Theodore Samuel Wil
iams, alias The Thumper, alias the high

est paid baseball player in the world
Not since the Sheppard trial finale
I citizenry, especially those of the
n Red Sox persuasion, so eagerly

ted a verdict. Has Ted Williams quit

From The Daily lowan
GO ON,

ew word on the American
supposed to send
shivers n the of the working
man and fill the industrialist with happy
anticipat
The word automation
Every reader of the comic
familiar with automation. The crazy in-
ventor pushes a button that rings a bell
that releases a lever that starts a wheel
that strikes a match that lights a fire
that wakes up his tardy assistant
mation is control of flow in the
manufacturing process.
Only this automation
Automatic production
automobile, petroleum
ision and, railroad indv
oved into offices, too.
Basically, an automated factory
in which the machinery is controlled by
machines instead of men. The ts
are amazing
An autom: machine controlled b
another machine makes engine bloc
15 minutes. 1t takes Ford workers n
hours to complete the same operation.

V"TU']\‘} Sa

scene  wh

spin

strips s

Auton

is not fantasy
has invaded the
chemical, tele:
istries. It has

is one

as Ted Williams said so firmly
last summer? Or will Ted Williams join
the Red Sox again fhis vear, as the
baseball writers insist®

Meanwhile, the man in the tee shirt
cranks up an outhoard motor each morn-
ing and putt-putts across the blue Flor.
ida waters in pursuit of honefish. Doubt.
less there has never been an angler so
stubbornly dedicated as Ted Williams,
who is giving up §100.000 a vear in
basehall salary to enjoy his casting. For
purity of purpose, does not such fanati-
cism rival that of Edward VIII, who also
abdicated a throne for love?

Why, even if Williams hauls in. 1,000
1 per annum, our accounting expert
figures they are « iim 2100 a
cateh, This gives our dangling of creek
minnows in the faces of Catawba River
h sociative tang of strolling down
Wall Street

Thus. Williams can become a folk hero
way. Let the hated Yankees
win the pennant. let Fenway Park crum.
1. let Tom Yawkey's millions

The Thumper {s going fish-

haseball

in a new

JUST TRY

An electronic braln installed by the
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co  does
wh 5 operators using 100 punch-card
machines perform.

manufacturer and businessman

its mean lower labor costs and
workers

o the laborer, automation means pos-
sible displacement, temporary loss of
wages and interrupted purchasing power
When these oceur, the ripple of the work-
er’s loss spreads throughout the econ-
omy.

An exchange of wit between CIO pres-
ident Walter Reuther and the manager of
the automated Ford plant at Cleveland
sums lm the problem

Th anager iz =aid to have remarked

s nted out a new machine, “I'd
vou collect dues from that."
h Reuther replied, “I'd Li
see vou sell it a Ford
P is something that was cre-
ted by hard-working people for poli-
ticians to boast about. = LAWRENCE
(KAN. ) JoURNAL WoRLD.

Democrats In
Baffled State

By STEWART ALSOP

'WASHINGTON
HE hassle over taxes neatly
illustrates the hideous dilem-
ma confronting the Democrats.
The dilemma is 80 seemingly in.
goluble that it has the Democratia
leaders of the House
who are about the shrewdest
iticians in the United States, baf-
fled, irritated, and divided.

The dilemma can be defined in
8 couple of questions: How are
the Democrats to win back the
White House when it is seeming-
Iy political poison even to criti-
cize the well-liked President? And
what issues are Democratic con-
gressional candidates to run on,
when the administration keeps
snatching all the best issues out
from under their noses?

TWO SOLUTIONS

There are two theoretical solu-
tions to these conundrums. One
is to use every means to present
the Eisenhower administration as
the friend of the rich, casting the
Democratic Party in the role of
the defender of e “little quy.”

Solution No. 2 is to avoid di-
rect conflict with the President,
concentrating instead on building
up the Democratic Party as
unified and responsible and the
Republican Party as irresponsible

v (everybody assumes he
will run again) that is a nasty
little problem for the Democratie
candidate, whoever he may be.

Perhaps events may solve the
Democrats’ problem. An ugly lit-
tle war in Asia, for example,
might change the political cli-
mate.

Or a worsening economic sit-
uation might do the trick for the
Demoerats. But House Minority
Leader Joe Martin often remarks

to frien: Give us peace and
prosperity in 185, with Ike head-
ing the ticket, and nothing can
beat us" And many Democrats

privately agree—at least as re-
gards the White House.

Integration Problem

Tough Talkers
Seek Support

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
[UNTIL the guarded comments

-~ of Secretary of State Joha
Foster Dulles in Taipei yesterday,
there had been just one publia
discussion of Formosa policy im
six weeks. That was Mr. Dulles’
speech before the Foreign Policy
Associatior New York in which
he left in a still-doubtful status
America’s intentions with re-
spect to the omhore islands of
Quemoy and Mat
This apnﬂrr‘nl]" S x 2 celiberate
part of American policy—to
leave the question of American
intervention unsettled so that
secret negoliation for a cease-
jire could go on with the off-
shore islands as a bargaining
factor, But, while the adminis.
tration has kept silent, those
who believe the United States
must hold Quemoy and Matsu,
regardless of the cost in terms
of American military interven.
tion, have been taking their
case to the public.

CANNY CRUSADE

Foremost among them is Sen.
William Knowland of Califor-
nia. Knowland has spoken in
more than 15 states, and he says
that he has found the counmtry
far ahead of Washington in the
determination to prevent any
further retreat in the Formosa
area

Against the background of
the administration’s silence,
Knowland's crusade—it is hard-
ly less than that—may well
bave had the effect of fixing
the American position. He has
contributed certainly more than
any one individual to the econ-
viction that this country has a
moral obligation to stand by
Chiang Kai-shek.

But whether the American
position has been so frozen
that any negotiation with the
Chinese Communists i& now im-

the larger question
ked by Ameriea's allies
in Western Europe.

possible

Ike Tidies Up Program GOP Will Offer Votersin'56

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

WASHINGTON

FTER one year of groundwork
4% and another of heavy con-
struction, President FEisenhower
has hegun his third year with 17§
legislative recommendations ~de-
signed to consolidate the record
Republicans will place before the
voters in 195,

Moreover, according to Congres-
sional Quarterly's analysis, the
President’s emphasis apparently
has shifted from domestic mat-
ters to foreign affairs and mili-
tary security

The timetable has evolved along
these lines

1953 — The terrain was sur-
veyed and the framework on
which the President later hung his
program was rejointed, Problems
like farm price supports were
turned over to study commissions.
Federal agencies were reorgan-
ized. Legislation on foreign policy
was subordinated.

1954 — Mr. “lisenhower tossed
Congress a 232-point work load
crammed with such major do:
mestic recommendations as the
omnibus tax revision and farm
price gupport programs. Congress
granted 130 of his legislative re-
ques!

1955 — Most of his ﬁnl’&'lﬂl
domestic . legislative goals
tained, the President is concentra-
ting on smoothing rough edges,
shatpening toals already provided,

and cdging ahead with expansion
of pilot programe. With world
tension high, emphasis has shifted
to security against Communist

200 Definitions_

What Is

VISCOUNT JOHN MORLEY
In ‘Politics And History'

HE ide#s and words that seem
simplest turn out to be most
avbody doubts, ask

By

told on the
there are
raham Linca

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Key points in the 1855 program
include treaties for defense of For-
mosa and Sautheast Asia (already
ratified by the Senate), and for
tapping West Germany's military
resources in Europe's defense. Al-
0 on the list of measures cal-
culated to strengthen allies are the
reciprocal trade program (passed
by the House) and proposals to

reformulate foreign aid. Mr. Eisen.
hower has asked Congress to back
up foreign policy by extending
the draft (which the House has
done) and reorganizing the mill
ary reserves.

While the President may be con-
tent to decorate the structure of
his domestic program with finish-
ing touches, Democrats may at-
tempt extensive remodeling. They
already have challenged his tax
and power programs. The outlook
for 195, a presidential election
year, is uncertain, Republicans
may confine themselves to exploi-
tive programs enacted in 195358,
or launch surveys of a fresh set
of problems.

Liberty?

world has never had a good def-

inition of the word ‘liberty." and
the American people, just now,
are much in want of one. We all

declare for liberty, but in using
the same word we do ndt all mean
the same thing. We assume the
word liberty may mean for each
man to do as he pleases with
himself, and the product of his
labor; while with others the same
word may mean for some men
to do as they please with other
men and the product of their la
bors."

Evolution of the GOP farm pro-
gram illustrates the three-phase
cycle. In 1953, the President re-
tained the inherited program
with little change. In 1954, he won
enactment of flexible price sup-
ports and most other points of the
farm program developed by his
advisers. His 1955 program con-
sists of fringe adjustments, like a
shift in the drought aid formula,

not directly related to price sup
ports — dnd a plea that Congress
beat back attempts to revive rigid
supports

Another farm recommendation
—enactment of a program to aid
low-income farmers — herald
Phase One of a new cycle

Typical of the 1955 domestic
program is a request for a revc
ing fund to help states and mun
ipalities plan public works. This
aid program was launched on &
small scale in 1054, now the Presi-
dent wants to expand it. Similar-
ly, he seeks to implement his pow
er policy hy undertaking projects
in line with the *partnership"
proach.

Several points of Mr. Eisen
hower's domestic program lapsed
a year behind schedule in progres
#ing through the three-year cycle
Study of school and high
needs extended beyond
through 1954. so that requests for
h‘l-‘k legislation were delayed un

til 1955. Proposals for school and

ew
m

highway
major

nr‘l are among the

reque sts not granted in 164, Most

were relatively minor poinis of
omanibus programs,

An unsuccesshul 1953 request
for amendment of the immigra-
tion law was dropped from the
1954 program hut appears on th
1955 agenda

Paring and consolidating his
program, the President has
dropped 48 recommendations re-
jected in 1954, mostly in the

1955

mestic field. He may ask for ac-
tion later in the session, but as
of today he had mt renewed rec-
ommendations for revision of
gerazing Jaws validation of wire-
tapped evidence, and exemptions
from Hw Buy American law. HE
resubmitted reques ts for two

amendments of the Taft-Hartley
labor law, but soft-pedaled 17
others

Some high! U s of resident Ei-
senhower's 175-point 1985 legisla-
tive program, through March 3,
as amlyzed by Congressional
Quarlerly

Treaties for defense of Formosa
and Southeast Asia

New Despotism

Authority to use U. 8. armed

rees 1o defend Formosa and the
Pescadores  against Communist
Chinese attack.

Treaties to link West Germany
to the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization.

Extension of the military draft,

Reorganization of the military
rcn-rvu ineluding establishment

a program related to universal
military training

Extension of the reciprocal
trade law for three years, with
authority for further reductions of
tariffs.

Establishment of a system to
encourage broader coverage by
private health insurance through
reinsurance against extraordinary
losses

Federal aid for construction of

schools, mainly through federal
purchase of school honds.
Expansion of federal aid for

highway construction
Statehood for Hawaii
Inerease in the minimum wage
from 75 cents to 80 cents an hour,
Aid for low-income farmers,
Increased postage rates
Pay raises for postal and other

civil service employes, and for
congressmen and fe judges.
Implementation of a “partner-

ship” power policy, restricting
federal participation in favor of
local public and private initiative.

Grant of hl\,lh\ﬂ! to citizens
younger than

Permanent mvnw- in the $278
billion federal debt ceiling.

Authorization of 70,000 publie
housing units in two years.

Man And The Machine

By H. M. TOMLINSON
In ‘A Mingled Yarn'
'3 hmn forced of late

our mac hm 5 stop,

m.
so shall we

Civiliz

pear

of @

expe created en-
ines tn do | or him but

his soul has lost s daring, and he
is now a subdued captive, chained
to the wheels, a helpless slave in

the mechanical establishment he
created.
But maybe the urgency of this
mechanistic age will slow down
e theory of the rise and
fall of a civilization may be able
to stand all known tests as easily
as a bright and perfect machine
accurately revolving; but sup-
pose we change our mind about
it? The machine stops. The sube
servience of men fo the despot-
ism of the polished steel rods and
the ordained revolutions of the
wheels may weary. The boy may
tire of his engine,

Democrats Dig Up Dixon-Yates Facts

WASHINGTON A query from Sen, Lister Hill of  “I don't know” Hill that Adolph H. Wentzell, vice pres-
TOW that the Democrats have inves- Alabama to the Budget Bureau brought “It may be embarrassing to relea ident and director of the First Boston
‘.\ ative  pow n both houses of a negative reply. A query from Sen. the names of those v orked on the corporation one of the companies fi-
Congress some hitherto concealed facts Lan s anti y committee Dixon-Yates plan, but i certainly isn't nancing Dixon-Yates, was an “unpaid
are beginning to leak out brought a megative reply. a military serel }’:hv‘m.\ was fn‘r‘t‘h&r rnnu:lriam lh‘(hs Bud;ﬂ Bl{rt‘lu :iujr!'
2 tat s colum essed. “Under the President’s d ing the period when Dixon-Yates wa
y :H w‘\rfm[ahcrl”l \fn‘\ Ir'gn}!‘\[\:h ::: g::‘i‘m \ll‘il m“m: ‘;Ilpr;::l(“;u|rl(“"\‘lx“[ﬂl::Ih:r:‘\)i: tive, nonsecurity — information sup-  being rushed through the Budget Burcau
Bureau so y, was the object playby-play account of what happened: posed to be open to the public” like greased lightning, with no cwmphﬂd-
T T, ing ButAd B B S T R
””"”'”. "‘,‘ i time, However, offcal Charming But Adamant conversalions between government offi. No wonder the charming press spoke
were completely tongue-tied. “We don't have a list of the people 100 ¢he shot hack man for the Budget Bureau was so eva-
Blank Wall who worked on the DixonVates plan” “Lpq e ak for any conversation?”  sive. No wonder also Director Hughes
stated Virginia €4r Pury, charming spokes- at that time issued the statement: “No
rwﬂn ar  President (I-‘\mnh:w;;rt ."n man fnrdlhr Hu(“m Ilurra\ll . Angry Retort comment.”
nounces a press conference that he  “Could you draw up a list?” she was =2 . 9
; Sl e i amin st et oe the 2. Postacripts

information available

“No, that would be too much trouble. "

she bristled

en i the history of the
ernment has the Budget Bureau initiated
and negotiated an electric power project.

Note 1—It is highly unusual for the
Budget Bureau to initiate electric power
projects in the first place. This is the
job of the Interior Department or the

Power Commission or the Tew
Authority, Never before
United States gov

2—Chief inspirer of the Dixon

Vates project was ex-President Herbert

who has more to say inside

the Eisenhower administration than any
other person not actually in the Cabinet
—with the possible exception of Thomas

jo L pud "‘(‘|','"':“:‘]: it Involved  wiyel be happy to do the work for “'Swe didnt uk for what they said
L hicual B AN, he Budget Y0 U you will simply authorize us 10 o each other” Miss de Pury Was re
T O A ticials or persuns Make the necessary inquiries,” this ¢ol- minded. “We only want to know their
Sockidon tha DIshiYalks. coattact et . eudnipeed oL ideatitiel : Federal F
b\ Al i et This is a public building” Miss de Why mm you ask President Fisen- nessee Valley
Pury snapped. “You can go around amd hower ang
estions you wish" withdrew Ihv suggestion.

Ncguhve RepEy ne is afraid to talk,” she In the end, the column appealed di

It had been reported that a qwm‘ They send me back to you. rectly to budget boss Rowland Hughes  Note

y s interested in f you will let me say it is right for the names His reply, phoned back
Dixo act  came into fhe em 1o falk, I can get the mames by Miss de Pury, was: “No comment.” Hoover.
Bud industry, wifhout troubling you (ur!her Now that Democratiecontrolled com-
then Miss de Pury ref mittees of Congress have the power tc
tract ¢ back  “Are these names ‘ matter of na- subpoena, Buiget Director Rowland

on-Yates people. she was asked further.  Hughes has jut admitted to Senator B Dewey.

and work for the D

tional security?”




