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Charlotte Industry

IKE ripples from a pebble dropped

in water, the rumor spread in widen-
ing circles through Charlotte industry.
Briefly, it was that a leading manufae-
turer was moving his business lock. stock
and barrel out of Charlotte to escape
“high taxes.”

Newsmen, sent fo ferret out the facts,
found some alarming traces of truth in
the report. Not one but two key indus-
trialists are thinking seriously about
packing up. Another has already moved
production machinery away but still re-
tains his headquarters here.

The problem is serious and complex
Writer Hazel Trotter gives it detailed
treatment in a two-part series starting
in today's News.

No amount of soft-nedaling at City
Hall will alter this stern fact: Unless
Charlotte can compete favorably with
other southern cities it will lose valuahle

industrial payrolls and its economic
growth will be stunted. The tax pic-
ture is a part of this competitive

struggle.

The rumors about departing industry
have already had an unfortunate effect
psychologically.

Some businessmen who were perfectly

: Folding Tents?

satisfied—yesterday—have begun to ex-
amine their ledgers and wonder.

The tax rate isn't everything, however.

For one thing, the tax rate can be kept
fairly low by deficit financing, which is
pure illusion.

Or the municipality can permit its
capital plant to go to pot, which also
amounts to an illusion

Or the local government can omit
important public services and thus “save™
money while it is inefficient and waste-
ful in the services it does render.

Charlotte must continue to progress.
It must continue to make the civic im-
provements mecessary to build and main-
tain a healthy, thriving community. But
the city has an obligation to its citizens
to see that the municipality fits the pat-
tern of efficiency, that it weeds out the
nonessentials and gives ton priority to
the vital needs, and, probably most im.
portant of all, that it stimulates confi-
dence and encourages a favorable eco-
nomic climate In every way it can

Intangibles can sometimes be just as
real and just as important as other ele-
ments in the search for growth and sta-
bility. Government can do much to shape
the environment and psychology which
breeds confidence and success.

Sense & Nonsense About Redistricting

LOW AWAY the rhetorical foam and

all that is left to arguments against
senatorial redistricting is this weak-as-
water reasoning

The state constitution orders a realign-
ment right after each census. Since the
1951 General Assembly failed to do its
duty following the nation's 1850 nose
count, then it would be unconstitutional
for 1955 legislators to meddle in the
matter,

The best reply we have heard to this
line of thought was supplied in Raleigh
recently by Huger King, Tar Heel attor.
ney and former mayor of Greenshoro.

“Since when” he asked, “did it be-
come illegal to pay an overdue note?”

In 11 words, Mr. King has summarized
the legislative obligation to perfection,

The massive weight of responsibility
facing members of the 10855 General
Assembly is obvious and inescapable,

Avoiding The Datelines Of Disaster

NE headlme proclaimed: DuLLes
VAGUELY
Another blarcd U. 8. Wiu/Won'r

Go To War OvER COASTAL ISLANDS

Around the world. confusion reigned,
One wondered if it was intentional-if the
United States was simply trying to drive
the Communists into a state of frenzied
frustration and, eventually, into some
global booby hatch. It would thus be
psychological warfare carried to the nth
degree.

Unfortunately, such is not the case.
Secretary of State Dulles sounds vague
and uncertain in discussing the Formosa
situation because U. S. policy is vague
and uncertain.

Clearly, the No. 1 thought is to avoid
war.

But nn one in Washington seems to
know quite how to preserve peace and
preserve the nation's self respect as well.

So the air is filled with veiled threats
and Mr. Dulles is, alternately, vaguely
firm and firmly vague.

It should be obvious to the adminis-

tration by now that a line must be drawn

in the Pacific—a line beyond which the

Communist expansionists must not move.
;‘V}l\;n this line is drawn it should be
eld.

At this moment in history, Formosa
is important to the free world. 1t should
be behind this line—along with the Pes-
cadores—to he defended. U. S. obliga-
tions are clear with regard to these
points.

Quemoy and Matsu, however, are not
very different from the Tachens, which
have already been abandoned. They hug
the coast of the Chinese mainland. They
are not worth the trouble it would take
to defend them. They are not even ter.
ribly important to Formosa

There certainly are no good and sub-
stantial reasons why Quemoy or Matsu
should become the next international
datelines of disaster.

The United States should place itself
under no obligations to defend these
island outposts against a Red armada

A Shortage Of Barefoot Boys

HE word is out that the people who
give Horatio Alger Awards are find-

ing it more difficult every year to dig
up a sizable list of candidates. There

are fewer and fewer success stories in

the barefoot-boy-makes-good vein

Actually there never were very many
reallife Horatio Alger heroes in Amer-
ica. A recent analysis made of 300 nota-
ble Americans chosen for the Encycro-
indicated
204 came from privileged
of wealth,
soclal position or strong cultural inter-

pepiA OF AMmERICAN HISTORY
that at least

backgrounds—from families

ests, Few actually rose from poverty.
Why then has the ragsto-riches

From The Richmond Times-Dispatch

formula been so prominent in American
folklore? It goes back to the earliest
days of the republic. It can be traced
to the persistent conviction that the
roots of American democracy were nur-
tured in the backwoods and farmlands
of the nation. The self-made man has
alwi been the American' hero. It's
a pretty picture but most of the nation's
multimillion dollar hapvy endings today
trace their happy beginnings to the day
a latter-day Huck Finn marries the boss’
daughter, picks up a stake in a floating
crap game or awakes in his birth bed to
find a silver spoon in his mouth

UNDER THE HOOD

GOOD MANY husbands will be dis-

turbed to learn that garages in a
nurmber of cities are conducting a 12-hour
course to teach women the rudiments of
auto mechanics

“Gas, Gaskets and Glamor” is the title
of the eourse, the brainchild of an auto-
motive lubricant manufacturer.

The student pays an enrollment fee of
81, attends six two-hour sessions and gets
an orchid and diploma when she grad.
uates.

‘The idea is not to train women as pro-
fessional mechanics,

workings that any driver ought to have
if he wants to keep his car in good
operating condition and be prepared for
minor breakdowns.

The fairer sex is doing more and more

driving, and it makes sense, from their

standpoint, that they learn how to change
a tire and have some faint idea of what
to look for when the motor stops run.
ning

But what's going to happen to the hus-

band who now enjoys a measuré of re-
spect because he knows (or his wife
thinks he knows ) about those mysterious
‘Things under the automobile hood”
Actually, hubby might not know the
difference between a carburetor and a
fuel pump, but if the engine sputters,

but simply to give
them basit knowledge of an automobile’s

coughs and drops dead while the family
is out for a Sunday spin, he at least
has been able to put on a show by rais-
ing the hood, fumbling with a few wires
and gadgets to get his hands dirty, and
then engaging in some technical-sound-
ing doubletalk until the tow truck
arrives

But imagine his chagrin if friend wife,
fresh from 12 hours with “Gas, Gaskets
and Glamor,” should climb out of the
car and find the trouble while hubby
peers helplessly at the automobile in-
nards.

Television will never replace books as
the pessimists predict. Who ever heard
of putting a television set on a chair to
make it high enough for junior to eat
at the dining room table? — Marroon
(IL.) JOURNAL-GAZETTE.

When someone demands an explana-
tion and the truth, why not try giving
both?—PoRTSMOUTH STAR.

It automobiles continue to get wider
and longer as has been the trend over

the last few years we may see a re-
versal of the old Hoover goal—two
garages for every car!— SAVANNAH

MorniNG NEWS.

People’s
Platform

Charlotte

Editors, The New

WANT to c«ngra(ula(e you on

the wonderful article that you
had in The Charlotte News on
Wednesday, March 9, in regard
to Sugar Creek. I also appreciat-
ed the photographs showing this
horrible disgrace to the city of
Charlotte.

Right here, 1 want to ask vou
where you got the jame ‘‘Sugar
Creek In the telephone book,
they put Sugaw Creek Presbyter-
jan Church, located on Sugaw
Creek Road. Of course, in these
United States, we usually can
spell most anything two or three
different ways.

DAM IT UP
On Dec. 10, 1954, 1 wrote a letter

chitect, and also
to the Charlotte Chamber of Com-
merce. The letter is as follows:

idea which I believe
I idea of my own,
I never heard anyone
eise mention it, neither have I
ever seen anything about it in

#ny newspaper. This Iidea s
a nrlﬂlell beautification of Su-
gaw Cre

It has het!l announced that Mr.
Odell is the architect on a new
five milllon doliar development on
Independence Blvd, along Sugaw
Creek, and possibly extending up
around 4th 8t. 1 also read In the
paper that the City Parks & Rec-
reation Department had left over
in their budget more than $80,.
000 that they just don't know how
to spend. Here is whal I propose
for the immediate future and that
is to dredge out Sugaw Creek
from East 4th St. down to More-
head St. and widen it between
75 and 100 feet. Down near More-
head construct a concrete dam
about five or six feet high which
would back the water up to East
dth St. This would produce the
effect of a long, beautiful canal
or_lagoon.

Each side of the banks should

Economic Aid:
Up Or Down?

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
T A closed session of the re-
cent SEATO conference in
Thailand Secretary of State John
Foster Dulles held forth on the
scope of America's military
strength in the Pacific. Given the
potential of modern weapons —
that is to say nuclear weapons —
the United States has in the area
today, according to Dulles, great-
er armed might than at the veak
of lhe Pacific buildup in World
War I
The quewon which he did not
go into, is: How much of this
potential strength can be brought
to focus for purposes short of all-
out war? In the field of economic
aid and cooperation the same
question is pertinent
NEW UPHEAVAL
The United States has the great-
est industrial plant, technology
and know-how in the world. But
how to share this development on
any meaningful scale is a problem
that has not yet been met except
in the most limited fashion. Dulles
could talk about economic assist-
ance for Asia at the SEATO con-
ference only in general terms,
aince on that front in the cold
war there is a new upheaval, with
all plans temporarily in abeyance
This is her illustration of
the stop-and-start approach which
not only wastes money and effort
but raises doubts aboit America’s
determination to stay the course
to the end. The Foreign Opera-
tions Administration, which has
charge of technical assistance,
refugee aid and other obligations,
is due to go out of business on
June 30
Since economle aid is to con-
tinue, FOA's functions will have to
be put somewhere else in govern-
ment. Unless, it ghould be added,
Congréss votes to keep the agen-
cv in business

To members of Congress in-
creasingly reluctant to v big
sums for foreign outlay |r seems
perfectly logical to help those who

But to Asians

are standing with us.
in the uncommitted countries—In-
dia, Burma, Ceylon, Indonesia,
who take literally what we say

about wanting to help all f{ree
countries—this has the look of
rank discrimi on. Is youraid

really o help under Jr\ eloped peo-
ples raise their ard of liv-
ing, they ask, or is 'a carrot held
out to persuade us fo €0 o ong
with your em of alliances

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

sodes in the constantly unfolding

drama of Washington:

Scene I—The office of Speaker
Rayburn. A delegation’ of rebel
Democratic

leader John McCormick of Boston had the
warned them not to, but they came any-
way, They didn't like the way the Dem
ocratic leadership was passing the For-
mosan_ resolution, giving Eisenhower un

crats had come to see him,

limited power, without even any debate.

gree he doesn't need the

tion,” replied the Speaker when his Dem- the W
him to go

cratic friends urged
“He already has the power. But

1o show the world that we have a united

country."
“This is just a methe
Democrats in on w
gets us into around Formosa,”
ocratic delega argued

d of sucking the
er trouble he
the Dem- Ike

be beautified. Put in this body of
water about one million small
fish, and then we could have
fishing right here in the city of
Charlotte. This beautiful canal, or
lagoon, could reflect the beauti-
ful buildings of which Mr. Odell
Is going to draw the plans. It
could turn onme of the ugliest
things in the city of Charlotte in-
to a thing of beauty, and don't
forget that some old boy once
upon a time said: “A thing of
beauty is a joy forever,”

If the city of Charlotte could
see how beautiful this part of
Sugaw Creek could be made be-
tween Morchead St. and E. dth
St., they would want to beautify
this creek all through the whele

city.

I offer the above suggestion
because 1 like this city of Char.
lotte which has hf-rn good to me.,

Sincerely your
CHAS. B. Dl)l GLAS

When I am in the city, I usual-
Iy drive across Sugaw Creek sev-
eral times each day. I have prob-
ably given this creek as much
thought as any other person. I al-
ways feel that if the city of Los
Angeles could have dear old Sug:

Latest Master Stroke On The Security Front

Upper Reaches—Raw Nature

they would gladly pay
that
creek flow through the desert in
which Los Angeles is located in.

aw Creek,
10 million dollars to have

old Sugaw Creek was located
in Miami, Fla, they would have
already made it so beautiful that
the land on each side would be
for so much per front inch.
* AND FEUDIN'
Now, here in Charlotte,
time anyone wants to
something, or build a wide high-
way or a park, or what not, we
Scotch people start fightin' and

fendin' and raising hell in par-
ticular.

Ni Mr. Editor, 1 know th:
Prope to beautify Su

Creek, a lot of people would
objecting at once, because evi-
dently they just love it like it is
, these people who would ob-
ject, T want to remind them that
the Scotch people in Scotland
dredged out the river Cl
made out of it one of
shipyards in the world. In this
shipyard they built the l argest
ship, the Queen Elizal

Now, if the Sro[ch people in
Scotland_can accomplish this, sure.
people in the city

Across Brevard—Human Nature

of Charlotte can dredge out Sug-
aw Creek (without any federal
funds from that awful place called
Washington, D, C.), and builda se-
ries of 10 or 12 dams, which
would back up the water and
make beautiful lakes.
BEAUTIFY THE BANKS

Don't stop with this, but beau-
tify the banks of all these lakes
and make them so beautiful that
people will drive for miles to see
the lakes o. Charlotte.

Next, fill these lakes with fish
and make all of the fishermen in
Charlotte happy

Should you wish to start a cam-
paign fund of raising money to
improve Sugaw Creek, I fecl sure
that you would have thousands of
fishermen that would - gladly do-
nate $25 each.

1f the City of Charlotte would
beautify Sugaw Creek as I have
outlined above, I am sure that
they would not be satisfied until
they had given the same treat.
to Irwin Creek and Briar

T
Creek.

Remember, when the good
Lord created the world, He gave
us these three creeks which were
beautiful at the time they were

»
HERBLOSK.

@UIETHE WASHNGTON POST =

Sugar Creek: Beautify An Infamous Eyesore

created, 50, let’s make a thing of
beautify out of these three creeks,
=CHAS. B. DOUGLAS

Sugar Creek Feature

Should Bring Action
Raleigh
Editors, The News:
\ONGRATULATIONS on a fing
story in the March 9 Char.
lotta News on the Sugar Creek pol-
lution situation.

The story should serve to make
the people of your city more
aware of the problem and may
encourage them to do something
ahout it

This type of story is very com-
mendable, and 1 hope that you
will do mire of them,

— LEE

Wildlife Education

Representative

State Wildlife Resources

Commission

Union Goal: Better
Working Conditions
C

lotte

itors, The News

EFERRING to the letter (on
labor unions) from a recent
contributor to People’s Platform,
we would like to know what odds
he_is laying!

Push back the branches and
maybe vou are proud of these
facts: That in non-manufacturing
industry of 565,000 total employ-
ment, 9300 have an avera
hourly earning of less than 75
cents and 45,000 earn less than
55 cents per hour; that in our 48
states of the union, North Caro-
ks 47th in average weekly
and hourly ($126) earn-

ings

1t fighting for improved work-
ing conditions, sick leave, vaca-
tions, paid holidays and better
pay s “nauseating greed” then
we prefer to “live in a jungle."

Souhern Bell Customer
Who Appreciates The Union

‘Cease Fire'

Is U.S. Aim

By STEWART ALSOP

‘WASHINGTON'
A MERICAN policy in the pres
ent crisis over Formosa and
the offshore islands has been
much criticized as fuzzy and obe
scure, But it is not really so mys-
terious after all — except in one
vitally important respect
!n ?‘\P first place, there is rmt
st doubt about al
biective of American
policy in the Formosa area. The
objective is a cease-fire in the For-
mosa Strait
No one imagines, least of all
Secretary of State Dulles, that the
Chinese Communists a 3
sign a formal treaty
their t]'wm lﬂ F‘m’v

much anyway. \\n it 1y homed for
instead, is a kind of de
informal understandin,

force and

vate deal, backed hy

realities of geography. and thus

having some real meaning.
Secretary Dulles. when he met

British Foreign Minister Sir An-

thony Eden in Bangkok, made it

perfectly clear that he would v--
cept this sort of deal
made it clear, without spelling \t

out in so many words, that in or-
h a deal the United
“‘persuade”

der to

States is prepa

Chiang Kai
fr

d to i

forces from Quemoy
But this cannot be done rudely or
suddenly.
THE QUESTION: HOW

What really is m\\ rious about
American policy is whether
we will defend the n{ ‘mre island
in case of Communist attack, and

we will defend the islands.
f Staff believe
ausly that the islands can
d \ the United States ig
heavy air at

how

1s if

in the

and on Formosa ag

well is on the basis that al

atomic bombs will be used if
needed

But there has never been a fore

mal decision on this point — the
jssue has never really been faced
up to. This is the decision — and

a nigh one — which is
quite g Pre
dent nt naturally de-
voutly it unl never hg
necessary to make t on,

and

can
worked mv

Ike Snubs Rayburn For Tax Stand

WASHINGTON
HERE are two recent significant epl

Iy of San Francisco, “we'll pass the res- not greet him, stopped a few seats be- Congress the other asking that it
olution, but only after a couple of days yond to shake hands with others renew the Rene
of debate. Let the country know the ewsmen at the dinner noted the scaling down of def
facts.” wondered too high, a mewspaperman ¢z
Sam  “No” said Mr. Sam, “we're not going  Speaker Sam got up and went home.  White House to ask what had chs
Demo- to debate. 1 don’t want on d the President’s mind. &
The answer was: “We read Drew Pears

nst this resolution
floor of the House.
That ended that. The
Jution was passed wit

crat voling agains
Scene TI—The N\]lmm of the r denounced him for “fiseal yjon "\t
Hotel in Washington. Speaker Sam Ray r “lacking the ggiod th
ressln. burn was scated a8 & guest of The try
hite House correspon

Three
hr"\!v was P

slow seats away as t

1 want

and on
whose wrath he'd
a $20 tax cut.
called it
The dinner

when |r EP'~ to

Form:
v only ¢

ent Eisenhowe
saved on hi:

responsible

1. There was jovi-

san_ reso-
e Demo

Richardson, *

Formosan res
trade, but
 proposing
was what that

trade treaty

Formosan

saved Ike's neck. But when I push a $20
to give the
s

ax reduction

ke And Newspapers

Sid Richardson, the big

e
“)\n does l’istnho“fr mun he told
“by saying I am irresponsi-
ble? When I put through the reciprocal
they
down at the White House. When I passed

Tex

the speaker

bott had
ing the
thought differently
resolution for him it

little fellow
o

son's colu

merce Sinclair
White House not to renew the Re

Secretary of the Air Force

umn. For it's

mn.

dgred
\\unhwl De

though Truman had alw
at it be renewed
uth, however, probably

much more to do with renew-

true that Tke -tldnm reads

also true that Tal
of

aybe so," shot back Mr. Sam, “but no conversation g m ‘irrespon.

the country comes first. We're not going ! aker Ray- ble with Eisenhawer” re-
to play polities. 1 _remember how the b e th up and ed ardson, “is he probably the public. He's been
Republicans patted Truman on the back briefly left the room, passing right by Bit'tevent Lnow you passed the recip .m styrocketing proflls of
when he first went into Korea then the speaker, He did not greet him. He rocal trade treaty him.  The boys plane companies and wrote
kicked him in the pants afterward. We're eame back, but did not greet him. around him forgot to tell him. Don't for-  memo to h,, chief, Secretary of Def m,
not going to do that"” At the end of the dinner, he sot up, get Ike never reads the newspapers Char ilson, urging that the Rene

“OK,” argued Congressman Jack Shel- walked by the speaker again, again did ~ When the President sent a message to gotiation A(t be continued.,
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