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Crime Causes—Color?, Nationality?
No, But Poverty Is And Causes Crime

A RADIO program Tuesday in
Ocnnnmr' on with Crime Prevention
Week, Charlotte Police Chief Frank N.
1 asked how the rate of
crime in Carolinas compares with
that in the nation as a whole. He re-
plied that in the immediate vicinity of
> is run below the

tlejohn was

argely to
our having a very small Yoreign popula-
tion. We've about 97 per cent native
born™

The crime rate in Charlotte does not
compare very favorab) with the national
average Immigrants are not, despite
what some may have gathered from the
chief's T ;
lotte crimes. On other occasions the chief
has stated emphatically other views on
the m 5o crime, with which we thor-
; agree. But because there is con-
e lack of understanding regard-
ing extent and causes of crime, we would
like to examine the issue in detail

« e

N HIS memq dum last month re-
l u.r"m more police officers Mr, Lit-
tlejohn wrote that “it is imperative that
this request be granted, as the increase
in crime, not only in Charlotte but over
the entire nation, is rapidly attaining
alarming proportion Of course the
number of crimes could increase, withe
out increasing the crime rate, because
of a growing population. But there has
been no appreciable change in the crime
rate in Charlotte, and it is about the
same as that in other southern cities

Here is the total number of offenses
reported by Charlotte police during the
past four years,

1951 1952 1953 1954
Murder, non-negli-
hter . 11 24 18 13

negligence . 12 35

== 8 3

Robbery 4 28

Aggravated Assault 407 471

Burglary B840 635
Larceny (over $50). 220 164 238
Larceny (under $50) 1.07410851 W- 1178
Auto theft 225 188 181 151

The important point is this: The crime
rate throughout the South is higher, often
much higher, than in other parts of the
country. Incidentally and immaterially,
the South has a larger percentage of
native born population than any other
region

Facts on crime are hard to drive home
As Bill Polk, a southerner who dealt at
length with the matter, observed in his
SouTHERN AcceNT, if you tell the average
southerner that the South “is the most
violent part of the country, by far” he
will not believe you

Cite him the figures and he will con-
tend that there is something wrong with
them. “Don't bother about the statistics.”
he will say, “but look at the people. Did
you ever see any more kindly, easy-going,
courteous and gentle folks in your life?”

But these gentlefolk assault, maim and
murder with abandon. The homicide rate
in the South is about 10 times that of

New FEngland, three or four times the
rates of other sections

THAT are the reasons for this? First,
) let's see what aren't the reasons

National origin has nothing to do with
it. Actually, a study of Charlotte court
records made a couple years ago indi-
cated that the foreignborn in this city

were much more lawabiding than the
natives From 1900 to 1952, according to
that study, not one of the foreign-born
{5 ‘the iy Cone olit of evecy: 100} iwas
found guilty of a crime of violence

From The Richmond News Leader

assault, homicide or rape. A study of
1463 “commercial crimes"—such as
fraud, forgery, malpractice—from 1850
to 1952 revealed that this one per cent
of the population was Involved in only
eight—or one third of one per cent—of
them

Neither does race have anything to do
with crime. It is true that in the South
members of the Negro race are involved
in much of the violent crime. But it's
not because they are Negroes It is be-
cause most of them are poor

Lewis E. Lawes found this out during
his 28 years as custodian of the largest
penal institution in the country, with
prisoners drawn from a populatiton of
13 million. And he discovered the main
fac in crime

“You could cut a knife through the
prison population,” wrote Warden Lawes,
in his haok, 20.000 YEArs IN SING §
“and have a perfectly even propol
accordance with the economic s
background of the prisoners received.
The Negroes from the Harlem slums and
the whites from Cherry Hill, Hell's Kitch-
en and other ghettos were received in
proportion to six to one over some groups
who have acquired higher economic se-
curity.”

No prisoners, he went on, were re-
ceived from Edgecombe Ave  where rela-
tively well-to-do Negroes live or from
the better Jewish neighborhoods

Polk makes the same point

Negro violence in the South is generally
confined o the lower Tpper-class
Ne probably indulge in erimes of
violence little. if any, more than the up-
per-class whites do.

And Solicitor Basil Whitener, who has
probably handled more major ecrime
cases than any other solicitor in the
state, likewise went to the heart of the
issue a couple years ago when he said

1 have had but one major case fo come
out of Fairview Homes, the public hous
ing project for Negroes, since I've been
solicitor. But | can't count the number
which have originated in the poverty and
diseaseridden sections of the city

The same thing is true regarding white
peanle. Aside from the natural differences
to be expected hocause of advanced prog
ress in civilization of the white man, I'd
say the crime rate fs comparable in slum
areas of hoth races. There are just more
Negro slums.

Chief Littlejohn, at that time as he has
since, emphasized his agreement with
this view, making the additional impor-
tant point that “slum clearance doesn't
mean slapping up four pieces of heaver-
hoard around a $17 galvanized sink and
bathtub. When T talk ahout slums I
talk about the attitudes that go with
them. and the people who exploit the
Negro in maintaining these areas and
wha take advantage of his position to
get as much odt of him for nothing as
they can.”

. e
'\ TIONAL origin doesn't affect the

crime rate. That is as true now as it
was when Jane Addams started to awaken
the nation to that fact with her observa.
tion that “the Halians are not gangsters
in Italy.” Neither does race affect the
crime rate.

Thomas Parnell, the Irish patriot, got
to the main cause of crime when he told
Henry George, author of Procress Axp
Poverty, how as a young father he went
out into the street determined to hold up
the first man he saw, in order to get
noney to buy bread for his child. And
G » went on to \1"\11 p his point that
Poverty is a crime

That is the crime to diminish. if Crime
Prevention Week Is to be meaningful.
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The brilliant styles of the
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enduring beauty in the paintings
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This is a realistic approach to
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be effective, its logical conclusion
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their contention being that these
islands  belong to the Commu-
nists. It is apparently the British

view that such a move would in.
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a false hope.
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This Ancient Proverb
Still Applies In Dixie

Charlotte

s, The News

T WOULD seem the old l‘f"\?\"

““The truth hurts,”

Paul Douglas was unbeliovah
stupid and unbelievably tac
in Greensboro recently with his
crack u‘mul “sowbelly and seg-
regation

He was almost as \mpVI as
the sowhelly caters and
gationists who raised so
cain that “The Caine Muntiny
Court Ma tour was canceled,
thus  disappointing hundreds of
snulhcrnen like myself
—DANIEL DELAFIELD
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Smog Problem Is
‘Treated Casually’

Charloite

Editors, The News
WOULD like to acl
amen” to the letter on Char-
lotte smog in Tuesday’s News. The
story by Dick Young and the pic-
tures that accompa
be commended also.

The City Council certainly did
treat one of our L;;N problems
casually di the; I believe
ene of the touncilren s d the
problem \m‘.lr{ work itself o
How long will it take—I1¢

—\Hn RICHARD }U\Il E
(Editors’ Note: Since this let.
ter was written the Council vated
1o revive the dead smoke abate-
ment problem,)
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Big Red Air IFIeet Near Formosa

the provision for our continental beyond its locale, as implicit in the Pres
air defense made in the new budget is
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