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i} Spencer Bell: Man Of The Year
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of standing. for-
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leaders, Bell stands out. In
1035 his untiring efforts established him
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as front horse in a spect
Year vical of an

"HE Ma
1 era. The past year has been one of
mixed emotions, one during which the
people have been anxious and edgy
cautious and reticent. Yet they have been
ing to move ahead for the betterment
nity. The purposeful man who
has done most to help his fellow man over
the rough spots has been the committee’s
choice

[h.
past

selection commiltee, made u
fen of the Year, tapped Mr

Bel
because he was the champion of just and

good causes. Into his lap was dumped
serious problems, controversial problems,
touchy problems and he and his loyal
and good helpers came up with what ap-
pears to be the right answers

But it should be pointed out that he is
not a bogus “do-gooder” or a bandwagon
climber or a flag-waving general. His
has been a stern, relentless, carefully
planned look at all sides of issues with
the end result being solid foundations
and sound answers
“’HIIF he faced opposition at many

turns on some questions, he would

be the first {o point out that he had the
support, guidance and counsel of a num-
ber of avid and learmed citizens His
v the spark and drive to his
undertakings and to serve as the “coach”
of a smartly drilled team

It took a determined, sincere man to
follow the figh battle, for
the city's meter zoning
ordinance

1
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polit to hear the cheers and boos, to
face an oft-reluctant counci d to fin
all 1im, “Cooperate or else.”

s a monument to him that the
v City Council did cooperate and
ire \\M(h may mean more
h te and Mecklen
in modern history
fight, when he was
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came after a successful cli-

ther major contribution in

\w resident of the Social Planning
Council, Spencer Bell fathered the recom-

Mr. Bell

n for a Negro wing to Charlotte
Memorial Hospital. The report was made
by one of his committees and he shares
this glory with a score of our people.

It is significant that this recommenda-
tion came when many were wallowing in
the sea of misunderstanding and con-
fusion over the race issue

He has been one of the guiding lights
Appeal work has {oiled
diligently in that field. a with many
other projects

Members of the local bar—and others
throughout the state—call Spencer Bell
a leader and a fine spirit. He has built
a good reputation for himself and his
compatriots of the bar and enjoys a good
practice of law in the city.
was a distinguished member of a
ate Law School graduating class at
Chapel Hill and is remembered warmly
and fondly by his professors and his
contemporaries
ell was quick to go into mili-
n World War 11 although he
38. He moved ahead rapidly
a brilliant military record
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He

and has

Vl“HF Man of the Year is a gentleman,

at ease in any company, at home
with any group. His friends know him
as a clever, articulate conversationalist
conversant on many subjects

He has been a gentle helper to many
and a firm prodder of others. He has
given generously of his experience, tal-

ents and time
The Bells, Catherine and Spencer. are

good and respected citizens of the Meck-
lenburg community, He has his roots
planted firmly in Mecklenburg soil, a

native son who decided not to go afield
but to come home from college and work
and grow with one of the nation's rest-

ws' Man of the Y committee
proud of its selection. Char-
lotteans can be thankful and happy for
the Spencer Bells in our midst

And they can rejoice with him today
in this singular honor by his fellow
CIL;
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describe the year's cultural goings-on
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several highly praised motion pictures
which have not yet found their way to
Charlotte ( notably Tie Rose Tatroo with
Anna Magnani, THe Prisoxer with Alee
Gui Vittorio De Sica's UmBgrro D.
and-H-G. D1ABOLIQUEQ.

As for hooks

host of
Notable

there were a
entries during 1955

old hands include Thomas
Coxrrssion OF Fruix KruLi,
Budd Schulberg’s WaterrroNT. John P.
Marquand's SINCERELY, WILL S WAayDE,
Robert Penn Warren's BAND OF ANGELS,
MacKinlay Kantor's AnpersonviL
Joyce Nor Howor Mo, y
gh's OFFICERS AND GENTLEMEN, Her-
1 Wouk's MARJORIE MORNINGSTAR, AN~
W s Herirage: John Gunther's
A A and the Cortectep Poems
h Edith Sitwell and Robert Graves.

But some of the year's most exciting
literary moments came in hooks of short
stories turned out by two new southern
writers—Shirley Ann Grau (Tue Brack
Prixce and Flannery O'Comnor (A Goob
Max 1s Haro To Finp)

Cary's

thor
1
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Other books worth mentioning include

Anne Morrow Lindbergh's Girr From
e Sea, Harry S Truman’s Year OF De-
« atrick White's Tue Trer Or Man,

Godden's AN Erisope OF SpAr-

rows, Francoise Sagan's Bonyour Tris
Tesse, Sloan Wilson's Tue M In THE
Gray FLA T, Louis Kronenber-
£ Tue RepusLic OF LETTERS.

The impact of 1955's literary and cine-
matic efforts, while not earth shaking,
enough to send some pleasur-

al ses through the optic nerves
of many an American. After they ob-
ser 1956's offerings, the oppressed
critics will probably regard it as classic
a lic rony that a single tear was
shed ove 1955 crop

It would be a good thing if everyone

alized that no ernment can do any
thing for p 1€ thout d omett ‘n'
to peop sport ( Tenn. ) TIMES.

U.S. Will Not Meet Soviet Challenge In South Asia

By WALTER LIPPMANN
W YORK
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truth, and to assume that foreign
aid was coming to an end. Do
they nol approve the commit-

ments to help arm Germany, to
help arm Japan, to subsidize the
South Korean army, the Formo-
san army, the Vietnamese army,
n underwrite with American

ey and arms the SEATO pact
in Sotth Fast Asia and the METO
pact, otherwise known as the-
Bagdad pact. in the Middle
Fast? How did the congressional
leaders suppose that these global
military commitments could be
met if the foreign military aid to
program is to run out and be ter-
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STEADY FLOW

If they believe in the military
pacts, then they must not act
with pained surprise when they
get the il Why, on the eon
trary, did no one at the White
House briefing the briefer
how the administration planned
to finance its military pacts® And
when the administration bill for
the new autherizatio it to

Congress, the real W
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arming. Thus, as the result of
our arming Pakistay we have in«
curred the distrust of both of Pak-
istan’s neighbors — India and
Alghanistan. All
and Khrushchev had to do was
to side with India and Afghanis-
tan in their disputes with Pakis«
fan. To make matters worse,
Pakistan, alarmed by the fact
that her two neighbors are now
backed by the Soviet Union, is
complaining to us that we are
not backing her fully in her dis.
pute or giving her enough mili.
tary aid. We have alienated In.
dia and Afghanistan by our med-
dling and we have not made se-
cure the adherence of Pakistan
This, in the full and literal
sense of the term, is the kind
of entangling alliance which it
should be the first rule of states-
to avoid

SOVIET INCURSION
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WHITE SUPREMACY
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A man who has wealth hut no
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humbly is to walk with God. When
a man is not angered at affronts
and ignores his own dignity, then
«can it be said that he is truly a
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White People Owe
The Negro Nothing

Charlotte

Editors, The News:
THE LETTER saying the Negro
is already equal or superior

to the white race is Negro

idea. 1. as the larger majority of

the white southern folk, was

reared to believe they are far

superior 1o the Negro i
His statement that some fa. HOW

mous Negro eaid you can't keep

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

\RAGIC, inside fact about the Pacific

floods is that most of them could
have been prevented.

Reason they weren't g ck to the
long-drawn-out battle waged in the Roose-
velt administration, the Truman admin-
istration, and the Eisenhower administra-
tion over “creeping kilowatts"—in other
words, public power.

Basic Battle

Flood-control dam:

can't be

built ecc

the utility lobby

many  cases
control d als
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s, It behind the defeat of
the TVA flc rol plan voted for New

defeated by the
50 behind a sin

England itili

ties. It
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is-nam:

for flood-scourged eastern Pennsylvania.

Instead of “creeping socialism,” there-
fore, these have had cresting flood
waters, evacuated cities, washed-out rail-
roads; and in California and Oregon this
Christmas, a total of 43 dead plus $150
million of damage

The utility which his chiefly fought
flood-control dams in northern California
is Pacific Gas whose presi-
dent, James B, Blac been a star
guest at Tke's famous stag dinners,

His influence in blocking reclamation
Tegislation beg sever, long before
Ike entered the e House

The Flood Score

Here, dam by dam and flood by flood
is the score in northern Californ
The Feather River—This is one of the
major tributaries to the Sacramento
and disastrously spilled over its
ust before Christm To I
"

r River, Os

for Charley . . . he's booming that awful ‘what’s-
for president!”

of the interior under Truman, proposed
the Oroville Dam. Pacific Gas & Electric,
however, objected. And after much ma-
neuvering and prodding, the State of Cali-
fornia took over the building of the
am,

Endless Delay

That was in 1050. Five years have now
passed and the Oroville Dam is not yet
built. Tt isn't even started. California
appropriated $10 million to get started,
part of which was spent, but ground
wasn't even broken.

Pacific Gas & Flectric meanwhile has
a “run-of the-river” dam on the Feather,
with no storage capacity. It merely gen.
erates power. It costs money to build a
n that can hold back flood waters,
and P. G. and E. hasn't built them

Striking Contrast

Shasta Reservoir—In contrast, the
Shasta Dam, built by the federal govern-

R and {ighting. A large
Negro children are
Oh yes, there are
te hirths among
e but small com-
egro race. Most of
mmitted by the
ne has to do is read
paper to find that out,

In order to have peace between
the two races is for the Negro to
realize that the white race is su-
perior to the Negro and to be
thankful for things as they have
always been in the South and re-
gardless of what they do to try
to get on an equal basis they
never will. / gro has always
been an inferior race and to me
they shall remain that

—MRS. LARECE WILAS

Quote, Unquote

Another burden of the office is
that a President can't even
sure whether he feels good or not
until he has read all the syndi-
cated columnists. — Asheville
Citizen

Passage Of Time

EAT spaces of time passed
unbroken uniformity tend
to shrink together in a way to
make the heart stop beating for
fear; when one day is like all the
others, then they are like one.
complete uniformity would make
the longest life seem short. .
~Thomas Mann in “The Magie

&
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West Coast Floods Were Preventable

ment under Truman, swallowed up tor-
rents of water during the Christmas rains
and is holding the floods back. Pioneered
by famed dam-building Harold Ickes, it is
now operating like clockwork. There were
no major floods from Redding to Sacra-
mento on the Sacramento River.

t was the side tributaries of the Sac-
ramento, the Yuba and Feather Rivers,
flowing in below the Shasta Dar, which
caused the damage.

Creeping Kilowatts

Trinity River—Here a dam and tunnel
were proposed to take water out of the
Trinity, wh flows into the Klamath
River, and pipe it to the Keswick Reser-
voir in order to relieve the frequently
swollen Klamath River, This would have
prevented floods. But the 15-foot drop as
the water rushed through the tunnel
would have generated “creeping kilo-
walts" — in other words, the cheap elee-
tric power that Pacific Gas & Electric
didn’t wap!,




