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Spacemen’s Contracts Stir Row

Blastoff Due
On Memoirs?

By WILLIAM HINES

WASHINGTON—A erisis in the financial affairs
of America’s astronauts may be shaping up as the
result of a battle being waged behind the scenes in
the National A ics and Space A

Principals in the dispute are Julian' Scheer,
NASA’s assistant administrator for public affairs
(chief press agent) and Paul Haney, who holds the
corresponding job at NASA's big manned sp
center in Houston, Tex.

1f Scheer prevails, a Jericho wall of “exc].usthy

NEW HAIRDOS for astronauts’ wives at Houston,
Tex, Space Center. Mrs. James Lovell (left) and
Mrs. Frank Borman. )

cial picture coverage of each. news media—particularly ttle»
anned flight If he

MSC—the Manned Space- succeds in relaxing the M-p-

craft Center—which is not|zine’s control over ulmnut
but i to any great deg

acts as though it were, closed|the value to Life and held

ranks around the their exclusive

angrily. Scheer fired off a notewould be diminished.

to Haney in which be uxd

built around the

be renewed when option

The astronauts enjoy a fuian-
cial arrangement—unique
in the annals of ;nvenunznt—
with Life magazine and th
Marshall Field publishing em-
pire, These two giants of the
news world tied up the ntm-
nauts in 1963 to a contract that
has been worth §500,000 a year.

This superseded a contract
negotiated by Life alone in|
April 1959 when the Mercury,
Seven were announced _as|
| America’s first astronauts. The

NASA over the last seven years may come tumblmg
down. And if this happens, it is qun!e likely that the
spacemen’s juicy “Personal-story” contract will not

time rolls round in 1967.

counters with the general
press but loquacious when
talking with Life. Astronaut
accessibility, as far as general
n!wl media are concerned,
has turned out to be more
theoretical than actual.

The “trouble in paradise”|
now threatening the fiscal sta-|
bility of the astronauts cropped|
up over a small thing. Scheer
decided photographs of the
astronauts’ families should be
included i the extensive offi-

there
resistance to this at MSC be-|
cause of the Life contract. I am|
ready to go to the mat on this.”

Tepresents a curious
chmge of heart for Scheer,
who three months ago at
Athens arranged an exclusive
interview for Life with astro-
nauts Gordon Cooper and
Pete Conrad after torpedoing
a public confrontation be-
tween the American astro-
nauts and a pair of Russian
spacemen.

It is not clear how far
Scheer proposes to go in 100s-
ening Life's hold over the as-
tronauts, but he is under tre-

more by the existing contract.
This represents an outlay of
about $875,000. After that, the
contract comes up for renewal,
'which would be a decision in-
volving a cool two million dol-

5
F

It is possible that the op-
tion will not be picked up by
the publishers. It is also pos-
sible that NASA will take an-
other look at the memoir-
peddling question and—with a
new occupant in the White
House—succeed in calling a
halt to the whole questionable
business.

Either way, adverse action at
option time would be a finan-

mendous pressure from other!

‘cial disaster for the astronauts.

1959 agreement paid out $500,-
000 over its four-year lifetime,
[considerably more than the
government paid the group in|
the same period.

The 1959 contract—along
with other wheeling-dealing
engaged in by some of the
(astronauts—drew adverse com-|
ment from many quarters. The|

All Clear for Space Chase *

CAPE KENNEDY (UPD—
‘Astronauts Walter Schirra and
‘Thomas Stafford, fit and ready
for a Sunday blastoff, got me

11-cl from

hoarse,” and Borman told them
“I feel like I was born up here.”!

The Gemini 6 pilots passed |
their_final major prelaunch

reaction was so bad, in fact,
that NASA decided there
would be no more life-type
contracts after Project Mercury
ended.

This decision was overruled
personally by the late Presi-

dent Kennedy, over the pro-
tests of NASA, the Space
Council and his own press
secretary,
Kennedy acted after a pleas-
ant week-end at Hyarnis Port

during which Astro-
naut John Glenn and his wife
were house guests of the

Plerre Salinger. 1M

day and tackled paperwurk
and practice for their chase in
space after Gemini 7.
Everything was rolling
smoothly toward the 9:54 a.m.,
EST, liftoff Sunday. The
Gemini 6 pursuit ship emerged
from the first round of final
launch preparations Thursday
mght with a steady “go” for

physical Thurs.
le and were declared “fit |
and ready and looking for- |
ward to their mission” by D:
Duane Catterson.

Their 109-foot space ma- |
chine was put through a four- |
hour series of radar, guidance

| miles behind their Gemini 7

'Gemini 7 capsule into the ren-|
dezvous orbit Thursday to pre-|
pare for the meeting with
‘Gemlm 6.

©| At

launch, Schirra and
Stafford will be about 1200

comrades. But their lower
orbit wilt allow them to catch
up, much like the racehorse
near the inside rail,

| 1t Sunday’s launch times are|

and life support equipment | Missed, the shot could be de-
checks by engineers and tech- |13Yed as late as Dec. 17, or
nicians  whose record work (POssibly even Dec. 18.

Spacemght weather forecast-
ers predicted perfect weather
for the launch site. The out-
look for all the ocean landing
areas also was good.

Fireball

day with spacecraft techni:
|cians filling the capsule’s

Robert Kennedys.

What emerged was a four-
year agreement with Life and
Field that pays each man about
$16,500 a year, or roughly as|
much as he makes for being an
astronaut.

Schirra and Stafford, who |water supply, hooking up flight
came within 42 minutes of |articles and preparing for the
launch seven weeks ago, at-|second portion of the prelimi-
tended a routine review of |nary countdown Saturday.
testing on their powerful
rocket during the morning. “Things are in real (ood

Meanwhile astronauts Frank| shape,” said G. Merritt l'l'es-

Borman and James Lovell ton, launch director. “I
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aboard Gemini 7 unshaven, un-
washed and undaunted in their|
al of 14 days aloft, kidded

The contract gives the pub-
lishers exclusive access to the

and_their with ground station friends|

probably we are in as mﬂ
shape to launch Sunday as PITTSBURGH (UPD) — An

we have been for any |“sironomer said today that a
launches. large fireball which streaked
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for personal stories, and under-

the most substantial copy their,
ghost writers can extract from|
the spacemen. NASA's policy|
is that personal stories may be

standably the publishers want(and plunged into a schedule

that officials said “should be
one of their busiest” A series|spacecragt will be rocketed i
of picture-taking and commun-|to an egg-shaped orbit rang
ications experiments were onling from 100 to 168 miles

The 7000-pound Gemini 6‘ was seen by thousands of per-

across the sky last night and

sons in at least nine states
and Canada may have been

sold, but official activities must,
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be reported to all media im-
partially.

Astronauts are not dunces
and some have been quite
clever in saving morsels of
official and semi-official data
1o sell rather than give away.

tap, weather permitting.
They were given an unusu-

103 orbits, carrymg them an-

other day toward a goal of re- high circular path of Gemini 7.| teors had been expected to-
writing the world's book of| Astronauts Frank Borman| gay

space records.
Mission controllers said co-

Many are taciturn in en- [pilot Lovell “sounded a little|vering

high. Then, during the mext| 2 Geminid meteor from the

five hours and 40 minutes, it
will shoot from one patl
|another to match the 185- mlle

and James Lovell, with two)
quick bursts of their maneu-
rockets, kicked

with
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the| Servatory here, said.

| chusetts, Ohio, Pennslyvania,

phere. He cited the reports
from pilots.
| “After all, these people

‘cnnsléllatmn of Gemini.

A shower of Geminid me-

Dr. Nicholas Wagman,
director of the Allegheny Ob-

“As a rule, they are numer-
ous but not bright,” Wagman
| said. “A bright one, such as
| the one sighted last night, is

generally sporadic.”
| Wagman said there were
‘rqporl: of a shock wave in

parts of Western Pennsyl-

Vvania at the time of the sight-
ings

“The last such shock wave
| was in 1938, and later pieces
| of the meteorite were found
| north of Butler, Pa.,” lLie said.

“It is possible something may
| be found this time, too, once
| all the reports are coordinated

and the area where it hit
| can be pinpointed” Butler

is about 30 miles north of

Pittsburgh.
| Thursday night's object,
| generally described as an

orange ball of flame, was re-

ported sighted by airplane
| pilots and residents in Michi-
| gan, Idaho, Indiana, Massa-

New York, Virginia, West
‘Vlrgmll and Southern Can-

1 Residents in Massachusetts,
| Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania
|and Virginia reported see-
ing the flaming object crash
to earth.

Airplane pilots in Canada
and Ohio saw the fireball. The
US, Coast Guard reported
| the object was seen to ex-
| plode over the Detroit, Mich.
| Windsor, Ont ea

The Federal Aviation
| Agency at Oberlin, 0. said
| the sightings were reported
| by pilots of seven aircraft
flying to the north and south
| of Lake Erie.
| Police in Pennsylvania,
Ohio and Michigan searched
for the object.

Dr. Paul Annear, director of
the observatory at Baldwin-
Wallace College in Berea, O.,
said there was no doubt a
flaming object hit the atmos-

should know what they are
talking about,” he said,

Annear said the object, or
objects, may have been part of|
a meteor shower which he said
had been expected next Tues-
day, or a bolide, a meteor
whml disintegrates in the at-
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Annear doubted that any
parts of the object would be
found,
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