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The Local Option Plan For Schools

HE details, as Gov. Hodges said, have

not been worked out. But even in
skeleton form the so-called “local option”
plan for schools casts a troubling shadow
into the future of public education.

The idea in Gov. Hodges words is to
give “local communities the authority to
run their schools the way they want to
or not to run them at all if they choose "
The North Carolina Committee on Ed-
ucation phrased it as possible “aboli-
tion of public schools and the organiza
tion of private schools, perhaps by local
option, in especially troubled communi-
ties.” This program, if adopted, would
apply “where voluntary separation (of
the races) and merit assignment may not
result in a situation which can be toler-
ated in the community.” Aftorney Gen-
eral Rodman said: “The idea is designed
primarily to permit communities that,
sometime in the future, may be faced
with an integration problem as a result
of a court order or otherwise, to close
their public schools if they wish and to
try other methods of educating their
children.”

By any definition, there clearly is much
value in local determination of school
policies. The problems inherent in the
Supreme Court decision vary between
counties, cities, and even between school

districts, by reason of differing popula-
tions and attitudes. And it would be
unthinkable to bind all communities to
the desperate measures that might be
taken by those that found themselves in
“intoler

On the other h
of this plan is a

tative, away from the

tional responsibility to ]m.\ le
education for all the children of
Carolina. A change-over from puk
private schools, even in one community,
would require zmendment of the state
constitution. Such urmnrin en! uld be

the door to educali
were used widely in tt

that private schools are, er

factory substitute for —public

There has been a great deal of talk about
hools h\, the legal ml ('l an-

out h\ their M\ru

rity of Hu state’s leaders in

the “local option” idea is

evident, The horns of the school dilemma

are sharp, and certainly he

better to lose one by local
action than to lose al st

But the closing of one public school

would be a hole in the dike and there is
no guarantee that, once opened, it could
be closed.

Getting A ‘Bug’ Out Of A Jury Room

LTHOUGH Senators Eastland and Jen-
ner may be overwrought about it the
“bugging” of a federal jury room by
University of Chicago researchers was
by no means cricket. A hidden micro.
phone smacks of wiretapping and other
invasions of traditional privacy. There
is a certain sneakiness about this ap-
proach even if it was blessed by the
judge and, as the researchers testified,
“many outstanding lawyers, judges and
legal scholars in all parts of the country.”
The researchers wanted a recording of
the deliberations of jurors to use in a
study of the workings of the jury sys-
tem. With U. S..District Judge Delmas
Hall's permission they planted the micro-
phone in the jury room and got the re

cording. The senators have referred the
matter to the House Judiciary Commit-
tee, giving rise to possible impeachment
proceedings against the judge,

Any need for punitive action is doubt-
ful. The case has been so thoroughly ven-
tilated that public opinion should be suf-
ficient to prevent any further planting
of hidden ears in such a sacrosanct place,

‘While it would be idle to question the
good intentions of the research project,
or to deny that the jury system needs to
be improved, the researchers could have
interviewed the jurors. If that approach
seemed too difficult they could have
sought the advice of Dr. Kinsey, a gentle-
man who has a way of getting people to
talk about matters evem more private
than jury deliberations.

He Paid The Fine And Kept T he Cotton

VER heard of Joe Killian?

Joe Killian is a fellow who operates
a filling station in Cuba, Ala. Sometimes
Joe gets a bit confused, but he takes
things in stride and that's why you've
got to admire him.

It may cost him a little and it may
perplex him, but honest, hardworking,
good-natured Joe just shakes his head
and says that's the way things are in
Alabama and Washington and goes on
his way.

Mr. Killian has a filling station in Cuba
and innocently planted a “little old cot-
ton patch” recently. Didn't take much
planting, just 16 rows on twotenths of
an acre.

“A lot of people,” said Mr. Killian,"
have never seen cotton growing and 1
thought they'd enjoy it

It did attract attention—and the at

From The Richmond News Leader

tention of the local agents of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

“They told me to plow it up," says Mr.
Killian, “because I didn’t have an allot-
ment—or else I would have to pay a
fine.”

Mr. Killian felt a little abused. He
wasn't raising it, he said, to sell. He had
a sign over it saying “Tourist Cotton
Patch—It's Free.”

A letter to Secretary Fzra Benson
brought a form letter citing applicable
provisions of federal laws governing
price supports and acreage allotments,

Today Mr. Killian has his cotton. It is
still growing down there in Cuba on the
side of the road. He paid his fine, the
assessment coming to $6.37.

‘We hope the world beats a path to his
door—right next to his (free) cotton

patch

GO QUIZ YER GRANDMA

NE OF THE more irksome gimmicks

abroad in the land these days is the
so-called psychological quiz. These things
have all the appeal of a bowlful of pea-
nuts—everybody takes 'em—but it’s a
mystery just what they prove.

The penetrating questions cover just
about everything. Are you compatible
with vour mate? Will your marriage last?
Are you a good mother? Are you easy to
get along with? Are you in danger of a
nervous breakdown? Did you ever want
to hit your mate with a baseball bat”
It not, why not? Count two points for
every yes answer, and if you score less
than 62 go jump off a bridge. You may
have been married for 20 years and have
seven happy young'uns, but the quiz
proves you're a flop.

These observations are prompted by a
recent inquisition in Tes Werk maga-
zine. “Do sports fans make bad hus-
bands?” Answer yes or no. Obviously,
the answer is maybe yes, maybe no: it
depends. But you count up no points
this way.

One complaint, from the wives of
hunters, fishermen and golfers is that
they're left at home too much. How
much is too much? And what's the
matter with the wife left at home? Can't
she read a good book?

Another complaint is that “we're
sports widows even when our husbands
stay home.” This from the wives of TV
boxing, baseball and football fans, But
the other side of this squawk is that at
least hubby isn't out gallivanting around
with rich widows, and in between innings
he can be drafted to yell at the children
or empty the garbage. He's home, isn't
he? Whaddya want?

Still another complaint is that the
sports fan husband “drags us out to
watch sports against our will.” This we
do not believe. The more common ex-
perience is that husbands get dragged
to bridge parties against their will
Nelther is there anything to the com
plaint that “men make us participate in
sports against our will” Any woman

.

worth her salt scan easily convey to her
husband that she doesn’t like hadminton;
all she has to do is break her elbow.
No woman needs to be told that,

The final complaint goes in the other
direction entirely, which would indicate
what every husband knows already, to
wit, that you can't win no matter what
you do. For the final complaint is that
“our husbands exclude wus from their
sports.” The testimony here is that Joe
Kirkwood Jr's wife got a divorce from
her golfer husband because he waxed
sarcastic when she dubbed the ball after
she tried to take up golf and be a pal
to her husband. All we can say is that
the lady was simply asking for trouble
when she tried to be a pal to Joe Kirk:
wood Jr. on a golf course.

The whole thing boils down to ti4s
truism: If a couple is really compatible,
then fishing, golfing, tennising, baseball,
pheasant hunting and.crap shooting come-
bined won't bust up a marriage. If the
couple isn't compatible, then blaming it
on the Red Sox amounts to confusing the
substance and the accident.

Probably these psychological quizzes
do no particular damage to the folks who
take them, but the author had better
watch out. One of these days the wife of
a crack golfer will wave this quiz under
her husband's nose, and insist upon going
along with his favorite foursome just to
hit the itsy-bitsy ball. After the fourth
hole, hubby will be looking for the
psychologist with a seven-iron in his
hand and blood in his eye.

Corn has gone down 40 cents a
bushel and chickens have gone up three
cents a pound, a report from the Dela-
ware-Maryland-Virginia chicken feeder
belt says. It all goes to show you
should cluck too soon. — LexiveTow
Heravo,

Philosophy is - the realization that
weeds kept mowed to the proper height
make a pretty good lawn. — LAUREL
(Miss.) LeabeaCaLL,
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hot rodder knows that he is do-

ing wrong when he porticipates
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must get this oul of their sys-
tem some how; just like golfers

who slip away from the office and
goll. A real hot rod &
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py like they were in yesteryears
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.

Cars Checked And Races Superv

ised

stopping. strips where it b gs. ern Stales Falr struck a respon-  Here is one ,rm--».m: If the city
o a strai strip sive note to e, and 1 am sure schools are to be closed for a
Street racing has stopped with a long to many other parents. talf & day (or Southern Fair pur-
true hot rodders: they have form- where two cars at a fiine |siatt It is high time for some plain , turn over the soit drink con
ed clubs forbidding this illegal from a dead still and see which speaking on the maiter and some Cossions, the candy and sandwich
racing. They do their racing on one can go a quarter of a mile common sense solutions, We all - concessions fo the Parent-Teach-
supervised drag stripes. Our club fis ‘ang” tum the t time. love our children We don't wish €rs Association, and let us be
has driven 125 miles every other pach car must pass 4 safety ine to deprive them of any of the joys Tooked in the name of a good
week for the past three years 10 goction hefore it can be run. The of childhood, even af the cost of CAuse, instead of private profit

do their racing. For their reward

they have only their trophies for ~fraph

winner of each class receives a soy

dents
pocket books.

in our budgets and

—~ERNEST BEAVERS

which they are v These i - P . :

drog. strips not only allow club jpaiyignl, o Biiness an 1t is wirugeous o puy 15 cents Ring Wouldn't Fit

members to run their hot rods, ganization, The little t our for a nickel soft drink and 20

but the general public is invited ciub will ask for th juiol  SBEN fe0 8 SRy Hickoplin ts UOnThe Bottle

to compete against their next door his strip will be very litle and '”“*""“ prices of the fair's mid

neighbors, or club members, ac- i wil g o chariy alractions, may of which Charlotte

cording to which class his car is " The 1oud for this’ project has advertised as going Editors, The News

i Bast dneked & oar b Bo: at ice of admission to AM OF the same opinion as
There s a ciob for hot rodders siderly lady near the airport. For ‘1 fairgmunds. Mrs. W. S McClelland Jr. about

organized here in Charlotte. For further information concern- FAST BUCK the Southern Fair. 1 did

th past year we have been work- ing the d r clb mem-  So, let us soberly realize that 1ot 0 with my 14-vearald daugh-

ing extra hard trying to get a bership, { Gm the “fair is striclly designed to ter, but I wish I had

drag strips, but for the past three at FR
years we have had very little
help from the citizens of Char-
Iotte, but we haven't given up
hope. Our slogan for any project
we have underlaken yet has been
“We crawl before we walk.” Our
club has come a long way in the
last few years, from a member’s
living room, to our own club
house and garage at 325 E. More-
head St.

Now we are asking you, the cit-
izens of Charlotte, to help cut out
teenage suicide and get racing on

M5

‘Maybe They Can't Find Anyone Who Can Be Cleared’

BIPARTISAN
COMMISSION
ON THE.
SECURITY

PRO

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
One of the most unusual and importan®
political sitdowns in years is now tak
ing place in Pennsylvania. It's aimed at
young George Leader, who at 38 amared
the nation by becoming the first Demo-
cratic governor elected in Pennsylvania
in 20 yi
The Democnllr surge wis so strong
that Leader, all his life a chicken farm-
er, carried the Lower House of the Penn-
sylvania Legislature by a workable mar-
gin, but with fewer seats up in the Penn-
sylvania Senate he has a margin thera
of three Republican votes against him.
As a result of this threevote margin,
the Republican Senate has kept the Penn-
sylvania Legislature in session for 10
long months, has bottled up some 500
pieces of legislature already passed by
the House, and has left the third state
in the Union with no appropriations bills
ana on the verge of bankruptey. It’s one
of the most stubborn political sitdowns
ever seen in the nation.
In New York state, whers Democratie
Gov, Harriman has a hostile legislature,

Throttle
Club, P. 0. Box 903, Charlotte nizi;
Our club doesn’t \\.ml
but a safe place to rac

Prices At Fair
Were ‘Outrageous’ o

Editors,

\-m( l ud M:l Cuxmm

glory,

~TOMMY (‘lHS(N aving our

half a day.

‘make 1 fast
recognize the fact
let us say that as Char-
lotte taxpayers we are not going
ready

pu
tem close the city schools for a

After all, our schudl system is
mighty expensive, and rightly so

When an adult will deliberate
ly short-change or cheat a child
he is about as low as he can
get. My daughter put a dollar in
the window for a ride and she
was given 50 cents ¢l She
asked if the ride was cents
and was told just as hatefully as
“Yes!" A friend of hers
put 25 cents in the window and
he was given a ticket, When my

buck.” Let us
And in recog-

prospects
school sys-

Mrs. McClelland writes, its

Charlotte educationsl features are com- 9aushter reminded the ticket sell-

The News pletely overlooked in the interests ©r that she had just charged her

. W. S. McClelland's letter of the money-makers, and pro. 50 cents, she threw a guarter at
on the situation at the South- moters of the fair her and eaid: “Well iske yout
old quarter then” The child was

scared but mad enough to tell
about it when she got home

At another place, if you ring a
bottle you get a prize. When the
man's k was turned a boy tried
the ring on the bottle and he
couldn't push it on the bottle.

Why don't the proper nlf‘ nu

it it
—MRS, FRED BALT

Seaside Folk Face

Continuing Danger
Editors, The News
Myrtle Beach, S. C.
ECENT press pictures point
out the gradual appreciation
of some of the folks in North
Carolina of the grave danger faced
by all seaside folk from hurri-
canes and floo
I note that some man in the
Atlantic Beach area is building
an interlocking conerete sheet
piling wall. This is a fine move
but the joker in the deal is this.
Unless everyone above and be-
low do the same he will find him-
self an island of safety in a sea
of despair.
THE CURE
The cure for this disastrous
condition is to build these strong
sea walls extending down into the
lower areas of the beaches be-
low the low tide mark, with, at
regular intervals, groins jutting
toward and into the low tide area
of the sea far enough to cause
changes in eddy currents and ac-
cumulate sand around them
However, and by far more im.
portant to our welfare, is the re-
cognition of the cause of these
massive erosions and the erec-
tions at every inlet, and between
also, of stone jetties extending
well out into the ocean, thus ef-
fectually stopping the erosive ef-
fects of the Southbound New Eng-
land currents. Most embayments
along the North and South Caro-
lina coast are relatively shallow
for several miles from shore,
Showing that the erosion which
has been in effect for so long is
nulhmg new but a very .mcmn'-

Throttle Jockeys Want A Safe Place To Race

area show this con.

cl ly

MOVE DIRT

Next, after the groins are in
1 even long before they
)¢ states and U. S

swasl
s to the beaches to
and mat uM 10

In |'.mx cases ‘r\

sand n
fact) with a Lttle planning the
major part of the dirt removal

could be done with heavy

move
shore
jor degree in ¢

ulf of Mexico

open sea and
I know that t
y alfect the force of ir
fulf Stream to the de
gree H-u the speed in the axis of
the Gulf Stream moves up (rom
four knots to seven knots in

surges. As long as the hur 2
is moving mnorth we see thesa
great surges; when the hurricane

stalls we noted along Long Bay
another type of wave effect en-
tirely. This was while the hurri-
canes-were-over-1000-mites away
but coming toward us.
EFFORT IMPERATIVE

The foregoing points out why

int
tiv betwe
lina and South ¢
perative, This is espes

north of McClellansville C

In the next three years, judging
by the last three, we can reason-
ably expect four hur ay

to come up this coast
in or well ofishore. Thal's 12 hur-
es in 36 months we haven't
even started to mest the danger.

The rock-bound, well-harbored
New "England coast should have
ridden out the hurricanes better

than we have but the fact is they
went to sleep just like we did
down here
This is one time and place
where we don't need politicians,
but statesmen
—DR. WALDO H. JO

@
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Keen Ear, Deft Touch
Mark Music Critic

Charlotte
Editors, The

SN \\LD'\IH(H to Charlotte
being music lovers and
S, husband and I
ongratulate you.

We really sat up and took no-
tice as we read the “‘writeup™
by your music critic who covered
the  symphony (Charlotte Sym.
phony Orchestra concert)

You have a real, honest - to-
goodness chap who hears the
good and not so good — the weak-
nesses and strength, He is honest,
He is kind.

Any musical organization with
an open mind can benefit by this
critic’s great feeling as a Listener
—pro con.

Again, congratulations

—MRS. D. E. HENDERSON

Press And Radio
Boosted U. N, Day

Charlotte

Editors, The N;
N ltHiALF Dl the Mayor's
J. N. Day—U. N. Week com-
mmee 1 want to thank you for
the splendid publicity support
and accurate reporting job by
your staff on Mrs. Roosevelt's
recent visit to Charlotte. The size
of the crowd of about 800 which
heard her speak on the U. N. and
the U. S. on Oct. 5 was due al-
most exclusively to your press
support and radio cooperation,
To the public spirited commite
tee members, the mayor, the
press and all the others who gave
of their time and effort to make
Mrs. Roosevell’s visit here a suc-

the Republicans have given him a reas-
onable amount of cooperation, In Wash-
ington, the Democratic leadership has
cooperated with Eisenhower om all his
money bills, all his foreign policy, and
passed about 50 per cent of his domestie
legislation.

But in Pennsylvania, Leader's pigmim
to improve the health, education and
welfare of the state, and pass a new
tax bill, has been compillely stymied,

Pennsylvania’s Poor Record
It happens that Pennsylvania, third
most populous state in the Union, ranks
28th in schools, 45th in mental health,
has no program for retarded children,
has no real rehabilitation programs for
its 24 state institutions, and, of 67 coun-
ties, only one-half have a service for
juvenile delinquents. In Philadelphia to-
day, 100 persons are in jail, not as crim-
inals, but because there is no room in
the overcrowded mental institutions.
To remedy this situation, idealistic
Gov, Leader passed through the Pennsyl-

cessful affair, 1 thank
deed K.dllmi from last Ice Age you sincerely I»r Ner
time. Remains of prehistoric ani- AVID JUDSON

wvanla Lower House, $0,000,000 for health,
518,000,000 for public assistance, $33,-
000000 for education, $24,500,000 for
mental health and welfare, and $27,000,
000 for economic development,

Pennsylvania Senate On Sitdown Strike

—though he'll probably deny it. Duff is
bucking
refusing 1o debate him. Most of Penn-
sylvania's financial obligations, in
tally, were incurred during Duff's admin.

the Leader program, though

iden-

But, though passing the House, that
was as far ay he got.

To finance this program he also pro-
posed dropping the sales tax—which has
already expired—and ing a classified
income tax, based on ability to pay: 6 per
cent on capital gains, § Der cent on div-
idends, 2 per cent on professional earn-
ings, 1 per cent on wages.

This is the nubbin of his trouble, Tt's
the chief reason why the Republican
bloc has_held oat against him in the
Senate. For the Pennsylvania Manufae
turers Association, led by G. Mason
Owlett, doesn't want this tax. It wants
the sales tax back again. And Owlett is
in constant touch with the six GOP sen-
ators who have led the opposition.

Sirangely, Sen. Duff, ex-governor of
Pennsylvafiia, lonumﬁ opponent  of
Owlett's, this time is Koed up with him

istration and that of Governor Fine.

Meanwthile, the Pennsylvania GOP qen-
ate has voted down the Leader tax
gram, yet failed to introduce any sul su-
tute tax program of its own.

Pennsylvania state senators are gove
erned by the unit rule. They vote in a
bloc_after a caucus. And here are the
six GOP senators who have stymied 500
bills and the state legislature of Penne
sylvania for 10 long months:

Harvey Taylor of Harrisburg, whose
Insurance firm has handled most state
insurance; James Berger of Couders-
port, close to the Pennsylvania Manu-
facturers Association; Edward J. Kessler
of Lancaster, labor relations director of
Armstrong Cork; Robert D Fleming of
Aspinwall; G. Graybill Diehm of Lane
“li"nr and Rowland B. Mahaney of Titus-

ille




