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State Withholding Tax Law Needed

TORTH CAROLINA should junk its
4\ antique system collecting state
income taxes and adopt a sensible with-
holding tax law. The changeover would
benefit Tar Heel wage earners and the
revenue-hungry state government alike

A withholding law has already been
suggested by Revenue Commissioner
Fugene Shaw and his arguments are
sound. There are certain obstacles but
with careful planning, they could be
overcome.

Darkest day of the year for individ-
ual taxpayers has been March 15 when
they have had to ante up all or a good
part of their state income tax for the
previous year. Moving the filing deadlin
to April 15 would not help the situa-
tion to any great extent. In effect, it
would merely be a reprieve.

Any way you look at it, taxation can-
not be made completely painless. But
the impact would at least be cushioned
by a pay-as-you-go plan

It would, of course, take another dis:
heartening chunk out of the old pi
check. But it is far better to be nipped
lightly every payday than to be swal-

on one or more tax dead-

l:'wv.

Prejudices toward such a system come
readymade, however. The General As-
sembly has already rejected it (1949
Because of different minimum
on which returns are based as between
the state and U. 8. governments. it
has been felt in the past that the f
withholding system would be of little
benefit to the state. There are North
Carolina's constitutional exemptions to
bother about too, as well as the matter
of averpayments and refunds

But the withholding system would
undoubtedly benefit the state govern-

omes

it in the long run. Mr. Shaw point
t that income information at fthe
source—usually contained on federal
W-2 forms—is available to state tax

officials. He believes it would -
sible and advisable for the Revenue Dept
to withhold on a percentage basis. Such
a plan would surely increase the state’s
tax take—by getling more names on the
rolls—without imposing 0o t a bur-
den on collectors

n

Population: North Carolina Lags

RESH evidence of the swift postwar
expansion of North Carolina indus-

try has been turned up by the Kiplinger
Washington Agency. During the past five
years, the number of Tar Heel businesses
has increased 16 per cent

In rate of business growth, only Flor.
ida, Georgia, Louisiana, Nevada and New
Mexico have recorded bigger percentage
gains.

The national average for business
growth is only four per cent

But it is a curious fact that despite its
postwar industrial surge. North Carolina
is lagging behind the national average in
population growth. During the past five
vears, the state's population has increased
cnl_v four per cent

The national average is six per cent

States below the Mason-Dixon line

Lightning Over The

EARS about the terrible state of
American letters are being shed
again and if dumped into one container
they would be sufficient to float the
Forrestal. Loudest laments come from
U. S. creative artists themselves. With
a discipline as austere as that of the
Trappist monk, they like to chant that
there is no “great American novel"
One writer who registered a catalog of
complaints is Frederick Prokosch, the
Wisconsin-born poet and novelist. He
says that the nation simply has no great

with fatfer percentage population gains
include Florida. 26 per cent: Texas, 13
per cent: Maryland, 9 per cent: Louisiana
9 per cent: Virginia. 6 per cent, and
Georgia, 5 per cent. South Carolina also
reported a 4 per cent gain

An expanding population means ex-
panding markets. If North Carolina con
tinues to lag. populationwise. behind the
national average, the lag could show up
on the ledgers of economic progress

Rapidly inereasing population i
of a tonic than a problem. It is anti
depression insurance. It cultivates the
hoom psychology, the feeling that the
state is vouthful, expanding, a good place
to invest money

If it is to continue to hold its own in
the economic race, North Carolina r
a good population spurt in the late 50's

Dark Abvysses

as there are Americans Some aspects
of this fabulous and are revealed and
made real—and thereby, for the eyes of
the world, newly created, newly com.
municated—in a whole succession of
novels

For instance, it was James Fenimore
Cooper who glorified the American
landscape as early as 1823, Nathaniel
Hawthorne took a scapel to the New Eng
land scene and revealed it for the world.
A New Yorker named Herman Melyv
wrote largely of the sea and the com-
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Slay Dragons—Right Away

By DORIS FLEESON
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Merry-Go-Round What W'" SCOﬂ' DO Without Cuspidor?

WASHINGTON  senator found it was too late. The cuspi- the Army. Another is to create more bury, Gen. Swing fried the same pres-
senator from North Carolina, dors had been sold as scrap metal jobs for other people. So, despite the sure on others. Arthur J. Karnuth, di-
tt, comes from a great to- Sen, Scott can e his own personal fact that an immigration official may rector of the Buffalo office for 26 years,
for vears and also was s " post

ntir

Drew Pearson’s

when he said that any tensions 4 he helieves prohlem in his own office quite easily, have lived in one cif fed for a far distant post | Y
umes to speak for or about In all varied ways — realism, but what he will dn on the floor of the acquired a house there, plus two decades and was brazenly told fo retire if he

a fool. a dema primitivism,  naturalism e old-fashioned Senate remains to be | ndships hr‘\h\ ordered ‘.mk W didn't l\]:m it. Karnuth decided to sub- "
@b ot % traifois lof - Spuns Tty . d move to another area—starting to- mit rather than give up his ties in

say—Tl and objectivity—seores of ~:n-2| Amer- d. A Swing’s Sweeping Order 5 Bulaaly ¢
e s ot e Thva L vt o it e n was able to “pm torate from the Today is D-d. \}1 r a sweeping, forced _ One of those ordered to move was E Note—Gen. Swing supposedly is decen.
SEana e Took mur"' ”,[ FiA iy speaker's rostrum and hit a brass cuspi- migration of deral workers. Almost  E Salishury, qu was transferred from fralizing immig n by transferring of-
B, : 0K 3 v side of America's ry member of the Immigration and fo San Antonio, Tex. ficials out of Washington. However, it

be part of ev ;
in  Naturalization Service above the rank of S y has been in the immigration will cost the taxpayer more in the long

nlon of ‘the fiew o stenographer is being forced to pack up service for 40 years, He is 62 vears run. While the Washington force will
North Carolina. And to that end he 1\1- his furniture, in some cases sell his old and had two years to go before re- be reduced from 800 to 400, the hidden
been looking for brass spittoons home, and mave to another city. tirement. truth is that each of the four new re-
He wanted some, not only for his oWn  The sweeping, changecities swap is A post at the opposite end of the gional offices will have 300 employees,

From The Greensboro Daily News
to North Carolina what sometimes happens when an f\ymy This will swell the total headquarters
But what he general js placed in charge of a he wouldn't staff to 1,600—an increase of about 700
Sal

FRIED CHICKEN MITTENS, UGH! eser
t times have chanced. byanch of government,  The Army man the shilt from Vermont. But Sa jobs. In addition, four brand new jobs

RESTAURANT in Montreal, Canada, mitten tends to separale a man from his This i 3 modern age in which Washing- in question is Lt. Gen. Joseph M. Swing, took the change like a good sport and as regional directors have been created
£ is supplying its customers with plas- food almost as much s the knife and  ton legilators now work, \‘"'{";"'*-W‘ a_field artille cer who has been dropped in to see Gen. Swing to pay for the Republican National Committee
¢ o or eating fried chicker ork I : ing has repleced the palm-leaf fan and  zide to Gen. Peyton March; an instruc- his respects. to fi
tic mittens for eating f{ chicken, f do. We remember when it was the the moist handkerchief. while cigare

dor 20 fect away should 5
t and_fana of Capital Hil
fre

toward that part’" national character. The American soul
There are simply as many Americas has been well explored.

and there isn't a greasy er in the custom to eat barbecue in eastern North  and ash irays have replaced the enLpIUE Ao Wow : Mr"\:*)nh:nd:'rr(?:mg?x? poi e feneral vas blunt and to the - Merry-Go-Round
place. Carolina with the fingers—it was messy  and the cuspidor % batt] 1 i i 1
c " . i arious battles of the Pacific. “Why dont you retirer” asked.,  Ap
The Mmvnearorts Trisune thinks well  but marvelous, unhygienic but h(‘a\cn‘} In fact the Public Health Service some Just how this honorable military rec. “You've outlived \In.w \lq‘(\xl'::~1‘ i ing 3}‘;‘41:;’:;: nl["rv:;nrrv:!v‘:(‘w:‘lr:yf‘xrr:‘

time ago banished spittoons from all gov- ord qualified him as an expert on the  Gen. Swing further suggested that sional junketeers. Officlally, Sm, th
mends that it be extended to corn cating to your food, whether with hands or mwnqhmldm y difficult and very human question of im- Salisbury go down immediately ahd seo was supposed to inspect airports in South
as a “cob clasper” which wi P Sioith; fand e Toue Iniaciatita tion o &:-n cott, however, is a perservering migration and nat r|,uahﬂn is hard ta the immigration administration officer, America. Instead of going by pl th
il e Vit with T B e el ation you  gentleman. He figured that the ban- understand. ~However, he and a youns Ed Loughran who was standing ready which stops at airparts, he left by sou
ST e S0t ¥ e wve, the better it fastes. Cigar and  ished cuspidors must be stored some- cadet named Dwight D e s process the retirement papers. Almost boat, which stopped at tocks, When ror.
o ~E adds that the popula rette holders have a numbing effect  place around Washington. so after a lot ted {rom West Point in the class in tears. the speechless Salisbury read relary of the Treasury Humphior heoy
this gadget of gastronomy ought to on the faste of fobacco. Hand to mouth  Of detective work he found that the 3 Gen. Swing finds the handuriting on the wall and fook that his Cabinet colleague oty Eoncd
‘spread across the land with the speed is the best way to eat. Besides, if you  General Services Administration which himself chief of immigration and natu- the general's advice. He is younger than Dulles had praised Smathers: work o
of Hurricane Hazel." had plastic mittens where would be the handles government property had sent ralization. cither Gen. Eisenhower or Gen, Swing, the Rio De Janeiro conference. rn‘ o
We don't think much of it. The plastic fun of licking your fingers? them fo a Baltimore warehouse As such, one of his policies is to make but he retired. phrey cracked: “Yes, he was thera for
‘ your fingers? But when he contacted Balfimore, the the Immigration Service mobile—like  Encouraged by his success with Salis- aboutdsalf an hour.” b

of this “cockerel clutcher’ and The truth is that the closer you get




