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Spreading Th2 Cloak Of Secrecy
Is Violation Of Fundamental Rights

T I$ A fundamental principle of Amer-

ican democracy that government is

the servant of the people—not the mas.
ter.

The action of North Carolina's House
of Representatives this week a vio-
of the spirit of that principle
with unseemly haste
adopted a set of House rules that made
the 1953 secrecy act seem feeble and old-
fashioned by comparison. It is now pos-
sible for press and public to be barred
from all 46 of the legislative body's com-
mittees,

In the history of the ever-old, ever-
new struggle for the people’s right to
know about their government, it was a
disquieting development

Seventy - four representatives (three
from Mecklenburg) overrode 21 oppon-
ents to write into the rules a provision
permitting committees to vote themselves
into executive session.

The new rules also empower commite
tee chairmen to “keep order” at any
“disturbance or disorderly conduct,” or
if the peace, good order and proper
conduct of legislative business is hindered
by any individual or individuals.” Chair-
men have the power to eject anyone they
find in violation of this rule. Signifi-
cantly, no definitions are attached

The Senate is expected to adopt similar
rules.

This new and disturbing move is far
more severe than the 1953 secrecy act.
The law passed two years ago merely
applied to the appropriations committee.
Now all House committees may go under-
ground if they wish, and the public, the
press and even other members of the
General Assembly may be excluded

EPEAL of the 1953 secrecy act now

will be virtually meaningless for the
House rules adopted this week will prob-
ably reign supreme

There was reportedly general agree-
ment among attorneys in the House that
the new rules, under a provision of the
state constitution, would supersede and
override even a general statute

Said Rep. Clyde Shreve of Guilford, an
attorney and a member of that small
band of House members who upheld the

people’s right to know about their gov-
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propaganda statement issued at the
close of a meeting or a speedy rubber
stamp applied on the floor of the House
later is not enou to nrotect the in-
terests of the people. Throughout his-
tory, secret proceedings have been the
refuge of corrupt and reactionary gov-
ernments.

We are particularly disappointed in
the behavior of Mecklenburg Representa-
tives James B. Vogler and Jack Love.
Both had given lip service to the cam-
paign to abolish secrecy in the General
Assembly. Both nevertheless voted for
new secrecv weanons this week.

Rep. E. M. O'Herron also voted with
the majority on the new rules but he at
least had not joined in the antisecrecy
chorus.

Rep. Arthur Goodman, who says he is
against secrecy, was not able to partici-
pate in the voting

Mr. Vogler and Mr. Love will find it
difficult to explain away their votes by
attempting to distinguish hetween a
secrecy “act” and a secrecy ‘rule”
Both, gentlemen, provide the authority
for secret sessions. Both are utterly con-
trary to the interests of a free people.

Target: The Pzonle’s Right To Know

N RECENT YEARS, the cause of free-

dom of the press in America has
taken some severe buffeting. In 1953,
Raleigh newsmen were tossed out of a
committee session on appropriations and
the neral Assembly rushed through
a secrecy law. This week, the State House
of Representatives broadened its secrecy
policy to cover all committees, In other
states, there has been an unusual num.
ber of instances of enforced secrecy in
judicial proceedings. Now, in Georj
bill has been in ced in the state leg-
islature to ban publication of tk
of persons charged with sex cr

drunken driving. Cr al action would
be provided for “violators” by Rep. Den-
mark Grooy Ir. of Macon

we would not meddle in
orgia but the battle
lines in the continuing struggle for free-
dom of the press are not so sharply
drawn that t stop at state houndaries

The American press as a whole—and

Ordinari
the affa

thus the American people as a whole—
has a stake in anything that affects
basic freedoms anywhere in the nation,

The proposed legislation would indeed
destroy a traditional right by denying
the people of a neighboring
formation thev are entitled
tutional privilege to have

Sex crimes and drunken driving
offenses do not make particularly pleas-
ant reading. But they represent crimes
against society and the people have the
Ti to know the facts about them
without delay.

Enforced secrecy and suppression of
public records would not only represent
a dangerous infringement of the peo-
ple’'s right to information but it might
even encourage the criminal by offer-
ing him the refuge of anonymity.

We are unqualifiedly opposed to such

g on—in Georgia, in North Caro-
a or in any other state in the union

Ancestry, Posterity And The Mule
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“The mule has more than proved its
military worth in terr:
back the much-touted jeep.”

Bravo.

It is somehow warm
there is a place for the ’wu
the new. super-duper,

The beast, bless its
heart, is link with yesterday, the
old weritie magic days before mas.
sive retaliation, rmrdﬂ:ﬂnrd reflexes and
the Oedipus complex

Maybe it hasn't got a future in the
conventional sense but it's sure got one
k of a past.

SCIENCE ON THE LOOSE

OMEWHERE, we feel sure, are breath.
less millions waiting to know the

outcome of a nagging situation

It concerns the state of manhole cov.
ers. The problem is, they aren’t all alike,
or at least weren't. That’s enough, be-
cause everybody knows manhole covers
of all things should be standardized;

won't fit all manholes

otherwise they
If the cover is

it is too small, it goes ‘sy

lifting prowess is in forefinger.

Yet as far back as 1941 at least half

& dozen scientific groups were trying
vainly to standardize manhole cover

Even two years ago, everybody was mak-

ing manhole covers like mad to suit him-

too big for the hole, it
goes “karunk” as fraffic rolls over. If
h"” at the
bottom. Then there is the matter of de-
pendable location and sizes of the hole
in the manhole cover, The conscientious
manhole coverer is apt to be discon-
certed, maybe quit his job if he discovers
the hole is made for the thumb when his

self. That was because navy yards, army
engineers, airports and municipal street
departments couldn't agree on what was
chic. Finally a foundryman shrieked he
was through carrying 134 different pat-.
terns of manhole covers, trying to find
a fit like a bunch of keys. He threatened
to junk the whole business.

Iha( was it. The wheels started rolling
named Jolly desigmed a sort of
romise middle-road manhole cover
all the best qualities of all
best manhole covers. Soon, no one
wanted to be without a Jolly manhcle
cover. The American Standards Assccia-
tion got behind him and indorsed. Last
week it awarded Jolly a plaque for
putting harmony where chaos had once
been

R

So it is that today, at long last, you
can buy a manhole cover with complete
confidence, not to mention interchange-
ability. We just thought you would like
to know
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The Truth
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Debate Over Qil

One of the hottest debates inside the
Eisenhower administration has been over
y question of importing Se
1 0il. The backstage debate has
raged for weeks, has finally been

the pric
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'0dd How Many O f Them Drop OQut, lIsn't It?’

Dior's Capers
Must Cease

By ROBERT C. RUARK
HOUSTON, Tex.
FROM THE slightly distorted
view of a man looking at his
loes in a hospital bed, Mr. Chris-
tian Dior has to go. Mr. Dior has
now almost destroyed womanhood
wilh his latest ukase, which re
moves the knee and the elbow
from women, in addition to tha
bust, which he has already d
missed as unworthy of notice

1 am weary of Mr. Dior, and
I am uu v of people poking and

llm_mmr[vw in my mouth, and
hing off a pint of b]\mn every
10 minutes, Twice a year Mr.
Dior, the high-fashion teliow. up-
sels the nervous system of the
ladies, ruining their wardroves
and the dispositions, as well as
bankrolls u& their husbands.
EVIL GIGGLES

He is the best public relations
man in the world, in his own oe-
half, for he has a semi-annual

g
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d about Greb has
v Walker fighting a
savage and glorious fight in the
rreet in front of a night club
the Silver Slipper) an
r or two after Greb had beat- {ion

en \\nrkﬂr for the middle-weight
e Polo Greunds in 1925

e in print_and orally

the winner—since
G rl-h s death in 1926. Among these
who paints en-
only in
olls but in words. for a
There is ample evidence to
listorians pause. chiefly
never having alluded to such a
fight, and the standing offer of IERE TO STAY
Eddie Deasy, Greb's close com-
panion on that and other even

o item of sports and give up

Rube Waddell, at  willig Keeler, of the old Baltimore *
n a majorleague Oriols
sent his fielders—all but paid money to play baseball!”" o
: the catcher—to the bench
He Raised A Finger ninth inning o that he could

way of choosing one particular
spot in a woman's anatomy and
ng it unpopular, This al
hits the front pages, suitable com-
made, and Ma rushes

> herself modish ag:
and all according to a bald head:
ed Frenchman who sits on his hi2
nd giggles evilly at the
he is making

The great man has now de-
creed the knee as the ugliest

tion of & woman's
is patently untrue, since the knea
has always been the
reator of what you could leg-
ally see and what ypu weren't
supposed to, and a mighty prelty
dividing line, too, especially when
dimpled. A sleekly clad knee,
crossed negligently offer another,
is one of the most quietly satis:
factory sights in the world, us
low will tell you.

any

1 am how man, too, and a
bosom man as well, and I will
thank this frog to quit sneering at
all three vital segments of fe-
e assembly.

At Last: Ruth Didn't Call That Home Run

however, base. Waddell then had to chase
would show (1) that the Greb fam-  and retrieve two infield flies. But,
1y was well known in Pitisburgh b th the bases full, and his tongue
and '2) that Greb was famous as
a man who never took a back hmvr for the third out

2 out, he struck out the next

The day that Pat 0'Dea of the
Upiversity of Wisconsin kicked the
most celebrated of his long field
goals lives in a curious way in the
minds of old-time football fans
the snow gets deeper with every
vear. With one conservative
however. it became sta-
bilized about 1839 (some thirty
s afier the game! at six
inches. As it happens, I was able
to question the Kicker himself one
day in 1984 He was a romantic
man and. as a native of Australia,
a prodigious booter of foothalls—
ut he allowed that the kick,
though it did travel more than
lifty yards, was made from rela.
tively bare ground. The field had
heen cleared of a heavy snow

e
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It's one thing to puncture
myths, as Voltaire, Mencken and
Bergen Evans have done, to their

wm;q_rl‘cwﬂl own satisfaction. It's another thing

fo_expect people to hear the
“Pop! ™ noticg the puncture marks
v pleasure. Did

s, once say. “Imagine being

in the  “I'q play this game for nothing."
strike  or words to that effect? The leg-

o ee batlers more end had been accepted as fact
SNidly: Conle Macks s ooy T 280t A 16y *Yaara b B
dest Waddellian

author-  tense irritation of every ballplayer

who alway as. '¥. 5ays it never happened. Um- ywho ever heard it—as quite a

ral eros-
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historians  will Waddell did turn the trick now time.
n exhibition But_there’s no sound. evidence

of other be then, though, in

"

ing to his biogr

out 1913, phis, when the perfo

tary" system doesn't work, there will be
compulsory restrictions.

Junketing Bureaucrat

Foreign Claims Chairman Whitney
Gillilland, who fired one-third of his em:
ployes just before Christmas, including
the Negro Woman of the Year, for
“budgetary reasons,” found enough
money in his budget last week to take
off on a Far Eastern junket

Though the trip is supposed to be
“official business lilland went out
of his way to visit Japan, where the
Foreign ims Commission has no
present nor prospective business. It
happens, however, that Gillilland’s son
is living in Japan

On the other hand, Gillilland avoided
cold, itter Korea where most of the
agency's work this year will be coming
from

Note:  Gillilland's  firing of Mrs.
Jane Morrow Spaulding. “Negro Woman
of the Year,” cost Eisenhower more
Negro support than any other issue in
recent months.

Swmglng At Swing

'an Walter of Pennsylvania
N\1H\hm of the "-L('?Hdrl“'h«\‘ T
ation Bill, is boiling mad at the
way Gen. Joseph Swing, Immigration
Service chief, is administering his
bahy.

In a couple of scathing private leters,
the aroused Pennsylvania Democrat ac
cused Tke's West Point classmate of
“very sloppy administration” of the law
hammered him for “callous disregard of
all humane consideration in dealing with
the arriving al *, characterized his
method of holding new immigrants for

G m ich, 1 concede,
the great middleweight Clmmpmn fies it historically. Mack,
of the early twenties, chan
re from Berg when he sta .«1

ly

pires would not have permitted it. number do hear it annually about

this time of year, contract-signing

quali- that Willie was ever chump
accord-  erough to make so fatuous (from

pher. Fred Lieb a trade point of view) a state-
remembers an occasion in Mem- ment. |

fellow Orioles, who

ance was were vigoroutr men, would have
iy wasinvented slightly flawed. The catcher sharpened their spikes on his
sramist to notice dropped the third strike

g spelled back- third hitter, who reached first caught on and is here to stay.

on the spine if he had. But the tale

Georgia’s George Spurns Dulles’ Offer

WASHINGTON
statesman Waller George of
the most respected mem
ber of the Senate, gave e bad
Dulles the other day

questioning as “chaotic and not calcu.
lated to impress prospeetive citizens with
the efficiency or common sense of the
government of the United States.

Then, referring to Swing's wholesals
reshuffling of Immigration " Service em-
ployes—first exposed in this column—
Walter ecriticized Swing's throwing “the
whole long-cstablished machinery of im-
migration into . . ., confusion.”

Gen. Swing didn't even show the
courtesy of answering Congressman Wal
fer's first letter until after receiving
the second. Then he ducked Walter's
requested face-to-face talk,

Washington Pipeline

American intelligence believes Red
Chinese spies have infiltrated Generalis-
simo Chiang Kaishek's high command

Prime Minister Nehru was bawled

out by his sister, Madame Pandit, the
other day, for being so anti-American in
his foreign policy . . . Likeable Dan Kim-
ball, the Democrat who ran the Navy
Department under Truman, hasn't ssid
anything about it, but he's a sure bey to
run for the Senate from California in
36. Unlike most California Democrats
who wait uniil the last minute, Kimball
is already \\'u'mm: up the rostrums
“Ixe is sending Nixon on a good-will trip
to Latin America” says exSecretary of
the Navy Kimball. “But the purpose of
the trip is not (o get good will among
the Latin Americans. It's to get good wil]
among the Democrats by getting Nixon
out of Washington.” Most Tegisla-
tors have their offices well xmrkm with
either elephants or donkey: nding
on their nolitics. But Sen Ifbrht‘rl Y!h
man of New York has a menagerip of
dogs—specifically boxers




