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’,. TUESDAY MORNING SESSION, NOVEMBER 9, 1954
9:20 A.M.

Thereupon, the State, further to maintain
the 1ssues on its part to be maintained, called
as a witness NANCY AHERN, who having been first

duly sworn, was examined and testified as follows::
DIRECT EXAMINATION OF NANCY AHERN

By Mr. Parrino:

Would you state your name, please?
Nancy Ahern.

And what 18 your husband's name?
Don Ahern,

And where do you live, please?

¥
4
4
k4

29146 Lake Road, Bay Village.

| Do you have a family?

Yes.

How many children do you have?

Two.

What are their -names and ages, please?

Michael, nine; Lesllie, seven..

Now, what is Mr. Ahern's business?

Mr. Ahern has a National Return-A-Car, a transportation

service, and Air-Kem of Northern Ohio, which is an odor

counteracting business.
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; Q And where are his offices located?
c | In the Film Building.
% Q Where is the Film Bullding located, please?
; A ! Across the street from this building, on Payne Avenue,
g Q It 1is at 21st and Payne, across the street?
ij A Yes, 21st and Payne.
fg' Q I take 1t you did know Marilyn Sheppard during her lifetime?
%; A Yes.
4} Q ? And for what period of time did you know her, approximately?
A j Oh, approximately a year before July Uth.
é‘ Q You knew Sam Sheppard for approximately the same period of

time, I take 1it?

Yes.

Now, would you describe to the Court and jury the extent

of your assoclation with Marilyn Sheppard?

Well, Marilyn and I belonged to several clubs together,

and we were very close friends, enjQyed each other's company
very much and saw each other quite often.

And how often would you see her, to the best of your know-
ledge, approximately?

Oh, sometimes once a week, sometimes twice a week, sometimes
maybe not for two weeks.

I see. And these visits would take place at herhome, I

take it, from time to time?

Yes,

T AR W
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Q | And would some of those visits take place at your home?"
’% A Yes.
%; Q ;' And at others places --
% A Yes.
z Q -- you would meet her and associate with her; is that
%; correct?
gﬂ -
éi A Yes.
%‘ Q Now, I wish to call your attention to the 3rd day of July
ﬁf of 1954, Did you speak with Marilyn on that date?
i; A Yes,
2
.%: Q And what time of the day was that, please?

’_Léﬁ A I saw Marilyn the first time in the morning.

g; Q And where did you see her?
z' A At her home.

Q And who was present at that time?

|

A | Just Marilyn and Chip may have been there,

Q | Now, you had some conversation with her at that time, did
; you?
: A Yes.

Q And how long did you remain there?

A For probably 10 or 15 minutes,.

Q Now, did you see her again that same day?

A Yes.

Q And whaﬁ time did you see her again?

-. A I saw her again when I brought something back from the
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market for her, and I saw her again when she and Dr. Sheppard

came that evening. }
Q Now, you say you brought something back from the market

forvher? '
; Yes. ;
;a And what was that, please? ;
:A An orangeijuice reamer, I guess you call it. %
ﬁa Now, what time was it that you delivered that to her or ?

brought that to her, about? :
1 Oh, sometime after lunch.
# ' ‘

»
»
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f"Q Now, you say you saw her again that day?
A Yes,
Q What time did you see her again?
- A Sometime after 6, when she and Dr. Sam arrived.
5 Q And when you say "they arrived,"™ where did they arrive?
% A At our home. )
%f Q And when were the arrangements made for them to come to
%, your home? e

I’ the morning.

Now; Yyou say they arrived ‘there at approximately what hour,

- & . - - - N YL ve

please?

Shortly after 6.

How long did they remain at your home?

Uﬁ%&iahréﬁn&i8, sh°r£f§ thereafter. #
And’ during the tine that they were at your home, was Chip E
with them? i %
Ye;:J

what did you folks do during that period of time°

o N o A TR . L0 S O s NI

~we talked and we had several cockf;ils. We Just enJoyed
ourselve;“; TS B B o ST SR S4 SO
Aﬁéf;ho”preﬁared the cocktalls? N
M. Ahern and myself. o é
And d1d ye you have something to drink that evening? é
Yes;' | ?
e
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What were you drinking, if you recall?

whiskey_sours.

And did Marilymhave something to. drink?

Yes.

What was she having, if you recall?
The same as I. ..
And. did Don and Dr. Sheppard have something to drink?
Yes. . , -

And what were they drinking, please?

I think martinis, both of them. I can't recall for sure
whether Mr. Ahern had whiskey sours or martinis.

And I take 1t you had seen Dr. Sheppard drink on former
occasions prior to that? ..

Yes, usually before dinner..

Now, how many drinks did Dr. Sheppard and your husband .
have, if you recall?

I think about two 1s all. . . ... oo

Now, after the two-hour period during which they were at
your home, what.did you do then? .

Then we.went down to the Sheppard home for supper.

What time did you arrive at the Sheppard home, -
approximately? . BRI .

I would say around 8:30.




what, if anything, was done?
Well, it was a little windy, and a little chilly, and

Dr. Sheppard got a jacket for himself, and on my way into

the kitchen I-took & jacket out of the closet of Dr.  ing’

Sheppard’s, and put 1t around Mr. Ahern's shoulders. !
Do you recall whether or 166 the 'men and the-children ~: |
went down into the basement at any time that evening? :
Yes. They went down before dinmer. ~ v - “oiiT |
Before dinner. I see. And what was' Sam wearing before w

dihner before they went down into the basement?

Cord slacks, loafers, white sweat socks, a white T-shirt,

s 2154
' Now, who was preparing the meal that evening? |
A Mrs. Sheppard.

Q What time did you people have your dinner that night,

: approximately?” = woee :
g » Probably 9. {
Q Where was that dinner eaten? ‘
é ; A On the front porch for the adults, and the children were ‘

§ served in the kitchen.

% Q That is to say, you, your husband, Marilyn and the
defendant ate on the porch, *fs that correct?

3 A That's right. " RS

3 Q Now, would you describe the weather conditions there J
’ a"s‘“you“ sat on the porch that evening, and just describe
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and’ a tan -- I'm not sure what kind of material it was: -
tan jacket.

T see. Was this the same jacket that he put on while you
were eating your dinner as you were sitting out on the
porch there?

No.  He left that jacket downstairs. - = it Fu i vecdil,
Now, of what did the meal consist that evening, please,
Mrs. "Ahern? --

As well as T can remember, it was cottage ham, apple " :i%

sduce, rye breagd,salad, vegetable and pie.

And who seérved the medl? i v
Mrs. Sheppard and myself together. =~~~ - e

Now, I take it that everyone was pretty hungry at that

Yeﬁs.l AP AR 1";;*: EUETUE T PR AT S TEIN REE LSS

Did ‘you folks -- withdraw that.

'73d Marilyn Sheppard eat her entire meal that evening?
As I remember, ‘We a¥l ate very well.
Now, ‘&fter the meaI"w;s ecompleted, what, If anything, was
déne with the children?
After the dinner was over Mr.. Ahern took my children home,
arid Chip was told to go to bed, or 'Mrs. Sheppard took him ug
How-far do you live from the Sheppard home?

Wéll, between the Sheppard home and ours there are seven

10ts and five houses.
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Now, you say your husband took your children home, right?
Yes.

And then I take it that after a short time he returned,
is that correct?

Yes.

Now, upon his return was Chip still around, do you recall,
or not? - T R . IR
I.don't recall that,

Well, eventually, then, Chip, I take it, did go to bed?
Yes. - o o iiae foaw

And who took him to bed, if you recall? s T
I don't know for sure, but Mrs. Sheppard -always tucked
him in. . - . . . . 0 b Ll

I see. Now, after Chip was put to bed, what is the next
thing that was done there that evening? -
After Chip was in bed, Mr. Ahern returned and we all
watched television.

L see. Now, after supper, I take it, the dishes were
cleared from the: table.on the poerch,. is that:correct?
Yes. ...

Now, when you say the porch, you mean the porch that
fronts Lake Erie, isn't that correct?

Yes.

On the northern side of the house?

Yes.
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‘on the northern side of the house

:; 536
3 , 2137
B 'wa;:the'table was cleared?

And were ‘the dishes ciéﬁnéd;;washéd?

'Yes .

'And by whom was that done?

Well, T did some, and Mrs. Sheppard finished the job.

‘"I see. Now, will you describe the door there that fronts

‘on the porch facing

Lt
Ama

Lake Erie?

ﬁéll, it 1s a medium sized door.

Well, let me ask you this question: Did you do anything

R

Y Rt o

reiative to that door any time that night?

s TR ST Tl LG dAeT o BT R
Yes. When I came off the porch with the last of the

dishes,"i'015Séd the door and locked it.

'Now, would you describe to this Court and jury how you

¥

locked that door?

'Theﬂaéaf h;s;;kshillfﬁgﬁhd knob on it, as I remember --

I haven't seen it in a long time -< and 1t also has a
'hight chain, and I turned the knob and put the night
chain on.

N x

o
3
£
’§
S

2 §

t
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In other words, Mrs. Ahern, as you.closed that door, you

e —r

T e -
O

turned this knob locking the door, 1s that correct?
A It is a small ~-- the knob that opens the door, but it is

a small lock knob, yes. . M;

R R

Q Then you say that you also attached the night chain on

the door, is that correct?

Yes.

ilate b it sl
]

Q All right. Now, after Chip was put to sleep, I take it
that you folks Jjust sat around and talked for a while?

A Yes. . : L PR

Q Now, what else was done there that evening in the way of
entertaining yourselves?

A Well, we talked as friends will, and watched television.
That's about all.

Q I see. Well, was the radio on that night?

A Yes. Mr. Ahern and I think Dr. Sheppard on. occasion were
listening to the ballgame.

Q Now, was the television set functioning properly that eve-
’ ning?

No.

>

And what, if anything, did you do relative to that situationp

When we first turned it on, the top half of the television

S »)

you couldn't see, and so I suggested to Dr. Sheppard that I

adjust it in the back, and did he know where there was a

3

mirror. And there wasn't one downstairs, so I went up the
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stairs and Chip. was there,. and I . asked him 1f he knew where
there was a mirrpr.»~And,he'wgn§51n.tompr, Hoversten, or
where Dr. Hoversten was staying, in his room, and got a
mirror and gave it to me, and I came down and adjJusted the
television. - = Camees

And. with the use of the mirror, you say?

YeB. oucc ool oot s SOBLT L0

And how did you do that? . poeeo

You. hold the mirror in front of the television and you - .
reach -behind the set. and turn the little: screws that are

In the back.. ' : . ~i:-v. -oase Lol sou

Did you fix 1i€? .-~ -y ieguiar,

Yes..

It worked, did 1t? - g oo 0 an ar crhEe. . al nTing
Yes., - 0 owv Lot i lLneD onm G0 Eaowd

Pine.  Now, after you repalred the television, Mrs. Ahern,
you folks just sat around and talked and watched the TV and
listened to the radio, 1s that correct?

‘Lés, BIr. v o sewiod iyt Ars, ghern?

The ballgame . was on.in Cleveland, was it? -, :». .- or
Yes.nséﬁz R 3 A BN, F..2- S

Now, where were you seated that evening, please, while you
were watching the TV? :-ue “wo cnoooow, -2 w3 oo o wneY

I-was sitting in an arm chair.

Where-was this arm chair located?: ..: ~,: TTl nowY
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Across 'from the television, not directly across,.to the

west of the couch that Dr. Sheppard was. on later in the
evening, . .. s . i o aa
Now, you say that -- how many chairs of that same type are
there at that. point, please? SAT Y TR n nor
There are four in the living room.

Now, would you. describe. the positions of.these chairs,

please,” to the best of your memory? - c: e -

RAERN

Yes._ -Almost directly across.from:the television are two
arm: chairs with a table and.ltnﬁwmn;between.

Are ‘these stuffed chairs, those that you described?

Yes. They are sort of circular.. «-: :-.u¢ atvs o o
Yes., v e L

And ‘to the left of those chairs is an arm chair, and during
the ‘evening we pulled another one up alongside of it.

I see. And from those positions you folks were watching
the TV, ts ‘that:correct? ..:a.rx:

Yes, - & o el o, a0 Sarmina. Damt we o a0 matng
And were you seated alone, Mrs. Ahern?

I-was whén Mr. Ahern was watching the baseball game -- or
1istening. to the baseball game... ' '~ ..o o,

Yes, Now, you say that there were these two stuffedchalrs
there, a table between those two chairs, is that oorrect?

YOB, ~TuioL. vl ouluiies 0 3 e ccan

Now;: where  di1d the Sheppards . get these chairs, do you know?
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K - I loaned those chairs to Mrs. Sheppard: until she could

decide what she wanted for her living room.
: Q When did you loan those two chairs in the living room to
. Mrs.. Sheppard?
A I.don't recall exactly, but it was maybe a month before.
-‘»Q Beg your pardon?- Rt SRR U
A I~don't recall exactly. It may have been a month before.
Q Now, .at the time that you had this.- conversation with "«°
Mrs. Sheppard concerning loaning her these chairs, was
Sam Sheppard present, if you reca&ll® . = - .. - .
. A I don't remember, - JioT ool

' Q And where in your home did you have these chalrs before

: you loaned them to Marilyn?
A In the upstairs. - - 0F S7UT
7 Q In the upstairs? =~ - & L SV

A Yes. e

-.‘j’ Q And in what room in: the -upstairs? = - - - SRR
A I don't even remember,. Mr. Parriné. They were extra chairs.
Q You were not using them yourself®:t “&3ln0 |

" i Yes.
f Q Now, on July U4th, did Sam Sheppard, 1f you ‘¥now, own any
%f ’ sutomobiles?

.% Q What types of automobiles did he own?
B A He had a dark green Jaguar and a black --
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Just a moment, please. ‘A dark green Jaguar?
Yes. -

And what else,. . please?

And a.black Lincoln Continental. .
Now, as time: went on that evening, you were watching the
movie on the television, I take it; .18 that correct?

Yes.

Well, how late did you and your husband remain-there that
evening, Mrs. Ahern?

Until the late movie, which was.Strange Holiday, was over,
and I think it was shortly after 12:00.

I see. Now, where in the room was the defendant at the
time you left?

Dr. Sheppard was lying on the couch. - ...

And will you describe to the Jjury his position as he was
lying on the couch?

He was on his stomach with the pillow under his head and
his arms under. the pillow, like so., (Indicating).

Now, in what direction was hies head facing?

LS
w4
a

Towards. the television.:

That would be toward.the north, is that correct?. - -

Yes . . R N B - T
Now, as you people were leaving or prepared to leave, was
the defendant awake or asleep? .. ..... . . . o

Asleep. = S N T L
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:" Q And will you describe to the jury, please, how Sam Sheppard T~
§€= » | was dressed at the time you folks left?
é‘g' A Dr. Sheppard had the same clothes he had on earlier in
f?; a | the evening, but he had his brown corduroy Jacket. on that
? §' he had had on the porch during dinner..
%% Q And was he wearing a T-shirt at that time? .
4 A Yes.
Q, Showing you what is marked for identification as State's
?: 4 Exhibit No., 7, will you look at this corduroy Jjacket,
'?gj’g Mrs. . Abern, and tell the jury if you recognize 1t?
' ?? A That looks like the jacket Dr. Sheppard had on.
fg Q As he was asleep on the couch?
;A Yes. - .. e . ocLve i
. MR. PARRINO: At this time, your
- Honor, I want to offer State's Exhibit No. 7.
| THE COURT: I think it has been
:éi offered and received.
A s . MR..PARRING: - - ... Fine.
g% Q. Now, at. the time that you were there: that evening, how:
ii A was Marilyn dressed that night, please?
1§§?A@ A8 I remember, she had on white shorts, a blue shirt, boy-
g? A type. shirt, and.a checked Jjacket with a zipper that goes
. up the front.
ﬁ; Q Now, Mrs. Ahern, can you tell us some of the activitiles, ;
li if any, in which Marilyn Sheppard participated in in Bay
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Village_while you knew her?

Yes, 1

Wlll you tell us of them, please°
Marilyn bowled, and quite well; she aas a member of our
Junior Women 8 Clubj she was the president I think, of
the Hospital Auxiliapy, the Bay View Hospital. I may not
have the correct -

Tltlé;' ) e . v e eee e
Title.' She played golf and water skied..

And was she rather efficient at water skiing°
Yes, very good. Dr. Sheppard - | -
what., . e Cemrt S . C Ty

Yes, very good. Dr. Sheppard taught her how. She also
played tennis.

She played tennis, also, you say°

Yes.

Ana:waelshe Very“efficient at that game?

Yes, I think she played very well.

And &6& say you knew he; to be-:qbewler, l;:%pat'cérreet?
Yes. a

And was she very efflcient at bouling° ;

-z

Yes, she bowled quite well.".

et v
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Now, did she have some work with basket ball at the
school, do you recall?

Oh, yes. She coached the girls' basket ball team over
at the Higﬁ School on Saturday afternoon.

And "did you ever see her do that?
No, T never saw her.

So you do not know, then, whether or not she was efficient
at that? et en

No. I only heard that she did very well.

And, in other words, Mrs. Ahern, would you say that
Marilyn éhébpard was a rather athletic person? Is that
éofrect?

Yes.

And rather good at athletics, would you say?

She'did most~e§érything well that she tried.

And how about golf?

She was just learning. Just starting.

Do you know how long it had been since she had started

to play golf?

To the Test of my knowledge, she had just started 1t’
within the 1ast three or four months. She may have played

prior to that time, but I didn't know about that.

‘T see.” Now, for a moment, please, Mrs. Ahern, let's get "

back to the dinner that you folks had. Can you give this
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jury an approximate estimate as to the time that dinner 'g
was finished that night? =~ ~

I think 1t was around 10. -

About 10 o'clock. T Bee.

I think, =~ .

Now, do youiﬁﬁéﬁT%H;ther or not the Sheppards had a dog
at thelr home there?

Yes. They had a female dog named Koko.

Wodldfyou describe the size of that dog, please?

Well, Koko was a medium sized -- somewhat the size of an

Irish Setter -- only --

ey

Show us off the jury rail there.

B

From here? "= - " - i

e e e L ]
£ e BEREA SN \ Ko

Yes. TALOTIURT

About so (Indicating).

About 18 inches high, would you say, approXimately?

I would say, yes.

D1d this dog ever bark at you at any time?

Sometimes yes, sometimes no.

Now, when 58& would come to the door there at the home,
you say somgtiméghfﬁéﬁdog would bark at you?

Yes.

And sometimes tﬁ;NdogJﬁould not bark at you, s that correct

s e =RV e Ce g “ o
That's correct.

TR L L UPIR VBRIV SPRERE IR SR
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5 Q Now, Mrs. Ahern, during the time that you knew Marilyn.
Sheppard, especially during the last four or five months,
do you know of any marital difficulties between Sam
Sheppard and Mrs. Sheppard?
j MR. CORRIGAN: Object.
THE. COURT: - She may: answer that.
4 The question is: Does she know? |
: Q Do you know of any?.
' A Not specifically.
Q Well, the point ia: Do you know of any?
B 2 Yes.
, | MR. CORRIGAN: Object.
Q And when did these things first come to your attention?
2 | MR. CORRIGAN:- .+ ObJect.
4 THE COURT: Overruled.
MR. CORRIGAN: - She ‘says she doesn't
meclnow, 0 ATt s ‘
THE COURT: - .. - ~ +Oh, no. She said
-~ MR. CORRIGAN: "Not particularly.” ﬁ
< 'MR. DANACEAU: - . - Her answer was "Yes." 1;
THE COURT: She said she did kmow. %
» MR.,.FQ(I%RZ‘[GAN: - .. Go back to that answer. g
Didn't she say "Not particularly"? - %
t MR. DANACEAU: ngpecifically." j
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(- THE COURT: - And then she followed

it up when asked to be specific, and said she
did know.

' . All right, you can get it.from the record.

! MR. CORRIGAN: - .. Never mind.

] THE COURT: . .. Will you read the

last question and answer?

‘MR, CORRIGAN: ... I pass, your Honor.

L THE COURT: She made 1t specific.

L’ Q ‘Now, when did your knowledge of these marital difficulties
i . first come to your attention, Mrs. Ahern?

-  MR. CORRIGAN: ... Object.  ion .

, ¢ THE COURT: Overruled.

Q When was that, approximately?

A In April.

Q Now, do you recall whether or not Sam Sheppard- and

Marilyn Sheppard left the city at any time and took a
trip in the early part of the year?. - ..  hw= or

Yes. They were away I think the last of February and

the first of March..v, b
And do you know where they went?
California.

Now, these marital difficulties that you described -~

MR, CORRIGAN:- - --~ Object to that.  She

C e n v-.m.s,:.‘l_ :llz:’r_g;
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didn't describe any-difficulties.
THE COURT: * She mentioned. -
These marital difficulties that you mentioned, when did

those take place -- when did you diseover those, before

or after this trip 'to California? = = Wi
“ ‘" MR, CORRIGAN: T I object.
" 'PHR COURT: = “. When did she hear

of them? She may say that.
Was that before or after the trip that they took to
Califorhia? == €. BT PUn Sh T ol el
After.
And from what source did you learn of these difficulties?
From Mrs. Sheppard.
From Marilyn Sheppard? -~ -~ &7 =¢°
Yes. e
Where were you when you learned of these things?
At her home, =~ 7 GTTovenoo
Now, will you tell this jiry what 'Marilyn:rSheppard stated
to you céncerning that situation?” "7 " -°
MR, GARMONE: ™ :*rr’.0bjection. ™"~
- ..MR. CORRIGAN: & - ~Wait a-minute. I
object.
-~ THE COURT: : We ought to fix a

time perhaps as near as the witness can fix 1it,

and the Court will allow 1it. I. take it it was at

<
>
3
2

i
?
;
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the home. She has already said that.
‘MR. CORRIGAN: . Well, my objection,

your Honor, is not to the time. My objection
is to the fact that what this:lady -~ she had
some conversation with Marilyn Sheppard, that
Marilyn Sheppard is dead. They were not in the
presence of anybody but herself and Marilyn
Sheppard, and they fall within the hearsay rule,
and for that reason I object to any conversation
that took place between this lady and Marilyn
Sheppard. = % . Lo
.. " MR. PARRINO: L. My only thought is -
this, your Honor: - S g B

..~ On the basis of the opening statement of
Mr. Garmone that the last four or five months
of the married life of the defendant and Marilyn-
Sheppard were the happiest, we feel that certainly
Marilyn Sheppard;,. though she be not here at this
time, her statements in that regard would be = -
the best evidence, or certainly very competent
evidence as to whether or not the situation

existed as was represented in the opening

T - statement.

THE COURT: =~ .. It 18 the Court's

Judgment that the questioning here doesn't quite
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come within the hearsay rule that Mr. Corrigan
particularly refers to, so far, at least.

All right. It 1s overruled.
- MR. CORRIGAN& You will allow the
conversations of the dead woman with this woman?

THE COURT: o Yes.

MR. CORRIGAN: How are we goling
‘to refute it?

THE COURT: It 1s conversation
with Mrs. Ahern and not with Dr. Sheppard.w

MR. CORRIGAN: Well, I know, but he
wasn't present;\YOur Honor. There wasn't anybody
presént. We now have the situation, your Honor,
where a woman is repeating a conversation with

a woman who is dead.

THE COURT: Yes. It is overruled.

We will hear it.

‘MR. CORRIGAN: - Of course, we except.

Now, where did this conversation take place? I think you

stated at the Sheppard home, is that correct?

Yes.

And would you tell this Court and jury who was present
at that time?

Just Mrs. Sheppard and myself.
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THE COURT: We haven't yet

quite established the time.
MR. PARRINO: That is what I am

about to do, your Honor.
And to the best of your recollection, will you give us the
month that thls thing happened?
I think it was in April.
In April of 1954°?
Yes; it was after her trip to California.
Now, will you state to the Court and jury what Marilyn

Sheppard stated to you at that time?

MR. CCORRIGAN: We object.
THE COURT: Overruled.
MR. CORRIGAN: Except.

Mrs. Sheppard said that on Dr. Sheppard's return from
Los Angeles with Mr. Chapman -- with Dr. Chapman, rather,
the Sheppards were the Chapmans' house guests, I believe --
Dr. Chapman told Mrs. Sheppard that Sam was thinking of a
divorce, and told Chapple, as shelqa;%ed h%m, about it on
the trip home.

MR. CORRIGAN: Told who?

-THE . WITNESS:

-

Chapple, as Mrs.
Sheppard called him.

(Continuing) On the trip to the ranch where Mrs. Sheppard
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was staying with Mrs. Chapman, Dr. Chapman and Dr.
Sheppard discussed it, and Dr. Chapman convinced Dr.
Sheppard that he and Marilyn were right for each other,
and that they should try again.
Now, was that the extent of the conversation, as you
recall it? -
MR. CORRIGAN: I ask that be
stricken out and the jury instructed to
disregard 1it.
THE COURT: Overruled.
There was another segment of the conversation regarding

a watch that Dr. Sheppard had bought a young lady in

California.
MR. CORRIGAN: wait a minute.
THE WITNESS: Excuse me.
MR. CORRIGAN: I object to this

conversation.

THE COURT: Overruled.

THE WITNESS: Shall I proceed?
MR. PARRINO: Continue, please.
.THE COURT: I take it that this

conversation 1s also with Marilyn Sheppard?
THE WITNESS: At the same time.

THE COURT: At the same time?

All right.
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Contiﬁue, please.

Mrs. Sheppard mentioned the watch, and I asked her how

she kﬁew about 1t, and she said that she had either seen --
or seen Dr. Sheppard write an expense chit for it, or

she had found 1t, I'm not sure which she said.
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Now, was that the extent of the conversation, as you recall
it?
Not completely.
MR, CORRIGAN: My obJection, your
Honor, is . continuing, I presume?
THE COURT: Yes. Let the
record show that the objection continues and
exceptions noted to the Court's ruling.
(Continuing) I asked Mrs. Sheppard if shewasn't upset
about the watch, and she saild that it happened when
Dr. Sheppard was in California, before his return to the
ranch., That is pretty much the whole of the conversation.
Now, who is Dr. Chapman, please?
Dr. Chapman is a very good friend of Dr. Sheppard and was
a very good friend of Mrs. Sheppard, and I think Dr. Sheppard
recelved a great deal of his training from Dr. Chapman.
MR. CORRIGAN: Is this something
that the lady knows of her own knowledge or
something she hasheard?
THE COURT: Do you know that?
THE WITNESS: I know that from
Dr. Sheppard and Mrs. Sheppard telling me. I
‘don't know if I am saying it exactly as it should
be.

THE COURT: But you are testifying

¥
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to information which Dr. and Mrs. Sheppard

gave you?
THE WITNESS: , Yes.
THE COURT: All right.

And was Dr. Chapman married?

Yes,

And where did the Chapmans live, in what state?

In California.

And do you know where in California they lived?

I don't exactly know the name of the place. They called
it -- Mrs. Sheppard always referred to it as Big Sgr.
That 1s in Monterey?

It may be.

Now, I direct your attention again, please, to the time
that you and your husband left the Sheppard home after
you were there on the night of the 3rd. Did anyone direct
you to the door that evening?

Mrs. Sheppard. S . - .

And do you recall whether there were -- what lights, if
any, there were on at the time that you left?

There was a light in the living room.

Now, this light in the living room, where was that located,
please?

In the northwest corner of the living room.

And what kind of a light was that, please? Was it a floor
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lamp or --
No. It was a table lamp. I recall it had ivy under it. - |
Do you recall what other lights, if any, were on at the

time you left?

The only other light I remember was one in the den.

In the den? - . a
Yes.

Now, do you recall what, if anything further, the defendant,
Sam Sheppard did there that evening while he was in the
home ?

(No response.)

Did he go into the garage for any purpose?

Yes. ’He ?ent into the garage to ggt some glue to fix

young Chip's airplane ﬁhich had been br6ken.

And did hé do that? |

Yes.‘ » o

Now, I think you told us that you and your husband left

of course. By what door did you folks leave° o
The Lake Road door. ]

You were driving home, were you?

Yes.

Now, whgn di@ you nexﬁ refﬁrnto fﬁé»Shepﬁérd home ?

About 7:30 or 8;00 the following morning.

And at that time you discovered the tragedy, of course?

No. We learned of it earlier.

-
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By what means did you learn it?

Mayor Houk called us on the telephone -- called me, rather,
and told me.

I see., After that call, of course, you hurried over to
the Sheppard home?

No, we didn't go -- that was around ten minutes after 6:00
that he called. We didn't go until-7:30 or 8:00.

I see.

MR. PARRINO: You may inquire.

CROSS;EXAMiNATION OF NANCY AHERN
(10:00 o'clock, a.m.)

By Mr. Corrigﬁn:
Mrs. Ahern, you have Just stated that in a conversation
that you had with Mrs. Marilyn Sheppard sometime in April
of this year, that Marilyn told you that she heard of this
conversation that Sam had with Dr. Chapman; and Dr. Chapman
told Mrs. Sheppard that Sam was looking for a divorce, and
Dr. Chapman convinced Dr. Sheppard not to get the divorce;
is that right?
Yes.’ -
That 1s-what ydu stated this morning to the Jjury.

Mrs. Ahern, you have been in the Sheppard house many
times? - | | N
Yes.

And you are familiar with the upstairs rooms?
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Yes.

On the north side of the house there are two rooms. The
room in which Marilyn was murdered and then next to it is
the room in which the little boy slept?

Yes.

Now, in both those rooms there-are two windows?

I don't know for sure, Mr. Corrigan.

You don't know. Is there a window on the north side in
either one of those rooms?

Oh, I am quite sure there 1is.

You are quite sure there 1is?

I am sure there is. Whether there's two or one I am not
sure. . LT . )

There 18 at least a window in each room?

Yes.

And those look out on the top of the front porch, those
windows?

I don't know, Mr. Corrigan. I've never been upstalirs
except in the evenlng.

I see. Well, you have been out in the back of the house
many, many times?

oh, yes.

And you have observed the back of the house many, many times
or.the front of the house? I am always calling that the

rear of the house.
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Yes.,

So when I am talking about the part of the house towards
the lake and I use the word back, you know that I mean --

Certainly.
-- what I mean, the front of the house.

Well, did you observe during the many times that you
were in that front yard that the top of the porch sloped
down slightly from the front of the house?

Yes, I probably did.

Did you notice that there 1s»an apple tree?

Yes.

That's an apple tree that you can step up into?

I don't know aboutthat, but it is low -- 1t_hes}low-hanging
branches.

Low branches. Did you notice that when you stand in the
apple tree, that you can look into the windows of the --
I've never climbed the apple tree.

we;l,_you don't have to“elimbuit tq kngw that, do you?
Well, I've never considered Lt.

Never considered it. All rdght.u Now, your association
with M:. and Mrs. Sheppard was very friendly?

Yes.

And you were Very friendly with Dr. Sheppard?

Yes.

And your children were very friendly with Dr. Sheppard?
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Yes.

Were they not?

Yes.

Your children loved Dr. Sheppard, didn't they?

I'm sure they did.

And he did many kind things for them?

Oh, I think probably. Most of our friends do.

And he was kind and gentle to all the children around
there, wasn't he, as far as you --

I would say he was very kind.

What?

I would say he is very kind to children.

Now, you went with him to a :number of gatherings?

Yes.

And you went away with him and his wife in the same auto-
mobile to some place in Pennsylvania to ski?

Yes. / .

And you lived in the same room with him?

There were eight couples. We had two large dormitories.
That is, I mean, your husband, as I understbod yesterday,
sald when I asked that question that on this skiing trip
ybu occupied a large room?

Yes. Dr. and Mrs. Sheppard and Mr. Ahern and myself were

in one of the largé'dormitories at the skling resort.

Now, then, that was in February?
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Yes.

19547

Yes.

Then you.remember that they went to California?

Yes.

And do you recall who stayed at the house and took care of
Chip during the time that they were in California?

Mr. and Mrs. Brown.

Mrs. Brown?

Mrs. Brown, Marilyn's aunt,

And her husband?

Yes.

You were acquainted with them?

Yes.

Now, did you notice that the young folks in the neighborhoodj
the boys, teenage boys and girls, used the Sheppard beach?
Yes.

And they also played basketball in the front yard?

Yes.

Did you ever see Sam teaching them basketball?

Yes.

Did you ever see Sam teaching them how to ski?

No. I thinkmost of them learned to ski before we met

Dr. and Mrs. Sheppard.

But you went down there and your husband went down there --




562

» O

o >» © » © » O

-

> O

» O

Dr. Sheppard taught us to ski.

Dr. Sheppard taught you to ski?

Yes.

And also your husband?

Yes.

And Marilyn was a very good skier, wasn't she?

Yes. She had learned the summer before.

And she enjoyed skiing very much?

Yes.

And from your location on the lake shore, of course, you
could see the Sheppard beach and the lake out in front?
If we are down swimming, we can, from our place.

Did you ever see them skiing in the evening?

Oh, yes.

Alone, the two of them?

Before dark.

I say, Jjust the two of them?

Yes.

Sam pulling Marilyn or Marilyn -- Sam pulling Marilyn?

Usually.

Now, your husband used to go over and play basketball with
Sam?

Yes.

Do you recall an incident when your husband was playing

basketball in his bare feet when he cut his foot?
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Yes.

And he --

No, he didn't‘cut his foot.

Well, knocked a toe nail off his foot?

He burned the bottom of his feet.
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Well, do you remember the toenail was knocked off?

No.

You don't remember that?

I don't think there was.

What?

I don't think there was,

I see. Well, you would see Marilyn alone, she'd visit

you alone?

Yes,

You would visit her alone?

Yes,

And in the association that you had with them, did you ever
notice anything that 1néicated to you that there was
estranged feelings between Dr. Sheppard and Marilyn, that
they were estranged in any way?

No.

Did they ever quarrel in your presence?

No.

Was there anything expressed in your presence that indicated
that one of these parties didn't like the other?

No.

I suppose that during the time that you knew them in this
close association you had with them, that you could not help

but make some observation about their attitude toward one
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another, could you?
I would say that I probably could.
Would you say that they exhibited the attitude toward one

another in your presence of two people who were in love

with one another?

That is rather hard to answer.

Why is it hard to answer?

Mrs. Sheppard seemed very much in love. I was never quite
sure aboﬁt Dr. Sheppard.

But she seemed very much in love?

Yes.

And you say you couldn't be quite sure about Dr. Sheppard.
What did he do?

Nothing I could put my finger on, Mr. Corrigan.

What did he do in your presence that indicated that he

was not in love?

Nothing.

Nothing. All right. In fact, the things that he did in
your presence indicated that he was 1ln love with her,
didn't they? Didn't it? Take, for instance, the night

of July the 4th -- the night of July the 3rd when you
were in the room together and watching the television,
isn't 1t a fact that the two of them were sitting together

on the same chair?

Yes.

N
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Both together?

Yes.

With thelr bodies close together?

I would say.

Yes. All right. Now, wasn't there an occasion -- you knew
Marilyn was pregnant, didn't you, or going to have a baby?
Yes.

Wasn't there an occasion when you and Dr. Sheppard and
Marilyn and your husband were together when there was a
discussion about the fact that Marilyn had had convulsions?
No. They weren't called convulsions.

Well, what were they called?

Dr. Sheppard said that she had had a nightmare and that
she was frothing at the mouth.

And he expressed concern over that, didn't he?

Yes.

And there was some discussion about that being connected
with smokdng?

I don't remember the smoking element.

You don't. Do you remember you tried treating it rather
lightly and Marilyn treating rather lightly his concern
about --

Yes.

Do you remember later that you came and apologlzed to Dr.
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Sheppard for treating his concern lightly?

No. I mentioned 1t to Mrs. Sheppard, but not the doctor.
Well, did you express to Mrs. Sheppard the fact that you
should not have treated Dr. Sheppard's concern lightly?

No. I didn't say that I should not have treated 1t lightly.
What?

I didn't say that I should not have treated it lightly.

What did you say?

I asked her if Sam was still angry with me.

That is, when you treated it lightly, he expressed some
disapproval of your method of treating this matter lightly
that he was discussing about his wife's condition?

Yes,

Now, you have gone over this testimony a number of times
before you appeared here as a witness, Mrs. Ahern?

Yes.

Who were the first people that talked to you about the eventT
of the night of July the 3rd?

Sergeant Hubach and Mayor Houk.

When did they come to your house?

Around 7 of the morning of July 4th.

And did they secure a statement from you?
No.

But they talked to you and found out what you knew about

the events of the night of July the 3prd?
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Yes.

Now, was this coat mentioned by Sergeant Hubach?
No, not as I recall.

It was not. Now, then, who were the next people that

interviewed you?

The following day we gave a statement to Mr. Drenkhen
and Mr. Rossbach.

Well, that was the next people, Mr. Drenkhen and Mr.
Rossbach?

Ch, you are speaking of people that spoke to us about it?
Yes. T am talking of people that spoke to you about 1it.
There were many that day. I don't really know, Mr.
Corrigan. o L
I will ask you if the Coroner spoke to you that day?

No.

I will ask you if two detectives by the name of Schottke and
Gareau spoke to you that day?

No.

They 4did not come to your house?

No.

Nor secure a statement from you?

No.

The only ones that discussed the matter with you on the

- bth of July were Sergeant Hubach and Mayor Houk?
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Of people in official capacity, yes.

I suppose that other people, nelghbors, and so forth, talked|

fo you about it?

Yes.

Well, after that who was the next person that you gave a

statement to?

My first statement was to Mr. Drenkhen, with Mr. Rossbach

present.

Mr. Rossbach 1s a deputy sheriff, you know that?

Yes,

Where was that statement given?

At the Bay Village City Hall.

Were you alone? That is, were you alone when the statement

was taken?

Oh, yes.

When was.the next time that this matter was inquired of you?

When I gave my statement to Mr. Mahon.

When was the statement given to Mr. Mahon? That 1s Mr. ‘///

Mahon here, Judge Mahon?

Yes. I mean -- I'm sorry -- probably --
MR. CORRIGAN: Well, you are Judge,

aren't you?

MR. MAHON: Not yet.

Probably three, four days after that.

And where was that given?

P

e ™
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In Judge Mahon's office.

And who was present at the statement in Judge Mahon's office?

_3?.*‘?.1". S \.‘-“(: 3

The. secretary that recorded it, and Mr. Parrino.
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In the first written statement, did you say anything about
the difficulties that you have recited here this morning
between Marilyn Sheppard -- that she told you?

A No.

IE Q And the statement to Mr. Mahon, did you make any statement

about the marital difficulties thqt Marilyn Sheppard told

you?
3ya A I don't recall that, Mr. Corrigan.
Q You don't recall. Do you recall about the date? Was 1t

about a week after the murder of Marilyn Sheppard that you

made the statement to Mr. Mahon?

;% ;A I think 1t was about & week, as far as I can --

fj_,Q Did you make another statement after you made the statement
;EE G in the prosecutor's office?

i; A No. Are you speaking of signed statements?

ﬁ‘ Q What?

§é9¢ THE COURT: Are you speaking of

signed statements?

';,; <Q Signed statements, yes.

,Eg A No, none other. .
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So those are the two signed statements that you made?
That's right.

Well, did anybody else in authority come to see you to find
out, or call?g% to find out what you knew about the murder
of Marilyn Sheppard?

No one called me in,

Did anybody come to your house?

No.

Did the police department of the City of Cleveland ever
interview you?

Oh, yes, many times.

Well, that is what I want to know. Now, when was the first
time the Clgveland Police Department interviewed you?

Oh, I would imagine a day or two after it happened.

And do you know who it was?

The same men never came twlce.

What?

I don't think the same detectives ever came twlce.

You don't think the same detectives came twice. Was there
a series of detectives that interviewed you?

Yes.

And how many times were you interviewed by the detectives
of the Cleveland Police Department?

Probably four or five. They were very short --

Where did those lnterviews take place?
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Well, some in my living room at home, and one time -- well,
I think of that one now, anyhow. I think most all of them
were in my living room at home. I don'‘t think I met them
on any other occasion.

Did they ever bring you downtown to interview you, downtown
at the Centra; Police Station?

No.

In the Chief's office?

No.

All the interviews, then, that took place by the Cleveland
Police Department four or five times -- and they were
different police officers each time -- took place in your
home?

I think one gentleman came twice, but he was interviewling
most everyone in Bay Village. I remember the same gentleman
coming twice.

The other times they were different men?

Yes.

And you are sure now that you didn't come downtown on an
interview 1in this}matter, except the one occasion that you
came down to the prosecutor's office?

Yes. I came down one time on an interview, but you asked
mé if I came hg:g.

No. I am asking you if you came down to be interviewed by

m"\

o
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any police officers other than the interview you had with
the prosecutor's office?

Yes. DBefore the Coroner's inquest, I met once with Mr.
McArthur and Mr. Gerber at my own request.

This 1s Mr. McArthur back here.

Yes. Inspector.

Where did you meet Mr. McArthur?

At the --

Central Police Station?

THE COURT: o - Coroner's office?
THE WITNESS: Yes., Coroner's
office.

At the what?

At the Coroner's office.

And that 1s out on Adelbert Road?

Yes.

And what date was it that you were at the Coroner's office?
Tt was before the second time I returned to the Coroner's
inquest. |

Well, let me see, the Coroner's inquest started on
Thursday, July 22nd?

Yes.

And it continued until Friday, July the 23rd.

I must have gone either on the --

T
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Wait a minute now. Let's see if I can refresh your
recollection. It started on Thursday, July the 22nd,
continued Friday, July 23rd, and then it adjourned Saturday
and Sunday; that would be the 24th, 25th, and the 26th
was Monday.
Now, you testifiled at the Coroner's inquest,
didn't you? h
Yes.
And that Coroner's inquest took place out in a gymnasium
out in Bay Vlillage, you remember that, don't you?
I think it was an auditorium, yes.
In a schoolhouse?
Yes.
About 500 people present?
T don't know. I didn't look.
Well, the place was filled, wasn't 1it?
It probably was.
Well, didn't you see 1t?
I didn't look to left or right.
But you were slitting up in front?
Yes. I had the feeling it was filled, yes.
A large crowd of people?
Yes.
Mostly women?

That I don't know.
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And you testified there. Then was it after you testified
fhat you went to the Coroner's office on Adelbert Road?

Yes. It must have been the 24th or 25th.
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No. I am just asking this question, Mrs. Ahern --

Oh, no, not Jjust right after I testified. It was the
following day or two.

Well, you testified on Monday?

Oh, no. I testified first on --

On Thursday?

On a Thursday, and then I was requested to céme back the
following Monday.

Yes.

And I went to the Adelbert Street address either on Saturday
or Sunday, which would be the 24th or the 25th, I guess:
How did you happen to go -- well, if you went on Sunday,A
you would remember that. Was it Sunday or Saturday?

I am not sure. I think i1t was Sunday.

All right. How did you happen to go to the Cofoner's office
on Adelbert Road after you testified in the inquest on
Thursday?

Because I had been requested to comeback on Monday and
testlif y. again, and I was rather upset about it.

So you went over to consult with those two gentlemen about
your testimony?

No. I didn't go completély to consult. I had been accused
by many people ogjgelling everything I knew, so I wanted to
getlit off my chest.

Who accused you of not telling everything you knew?
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Oh, various people. I couldn't even pinpoint one,.
Who were they?
I couldn't even pinpoint one; various people: A man in
a drug store, a friend -- I have no'idea, people that
called me on the telephone.
Well, let me see now, you testified on Thursday at the
Coroner's inquest?
That's right.
And then you were accused of not telling everything you
knew, you stated. Now, what I want to know is who accused
you of not telling everything you knew?
I couldn't tell you, Mr. Corrigan, exactly now; 1t's been
so long.
How would anybody know that you had not told everything you
knew?
Well, I had a telephone call or two saying that I was
evasive at the trial, and it upset me because I had been. -
THE COURT: ' No. The question
1s, how would people know that you --
THE WITNESS: T don't think -- I

think 1t was probably guesswork.

Guesswork?

Yes.

And was the thing that you were accused of not telling

everything you knew this conversation that you had with
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Marilyn Sheppard sometime in April?

That's right.

How would people know that you had had the conversation
with Marilyn Sheppard sometime in April?

No one knew that there was anything definite, only I.

It had been confidential, and I had not told the police
when they asked me if I had given everything that I knmew.
No. Here you have stated that the thing you were accused
of not telling was the fact that you had a conversation
with Marilyn Sheppard sometime in April?

That'!s right.

Now, my question is: How would people know to accuse
you of not telling about that conversation unless you told
them?

No, they didn't accuse me of not telling about that con-
versation. It was very general.

Well, you Just stated to me now that that was the thing
that you were accused of.

No, I didn't say that.

Weli, let me get it straight so we don't misunderstand one
another.

Yes.

After you had testified on Thursday --

That's fight.

-- then you say that it began to be rumored around --
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No, I didn't say that.

It began to be said around --

I didn't say that, either.

Well, what did you say?

As I recall, I said that people spoke to me and accused me
of not telling everything Iknew.

Now, that's right. And one man was the man in the drug
store?

No. I said I don't remember who it could have been.

L see, Well, the thing that it was rumored around that.
you hadn't told everything you knew was the fact that you
had a conversation with Marilyn Sheppard in April in which
she talked about Sue Hayes?
Her name was never mentioned.
Her name was never mentioned?
Never,

ngl, there was a girl from California whose name was
mggtioned?

That's correct.

What?

That's correct.

Yes,_ Agd that was what you were accused of not telling?
No. I think the people that accused me had no idea because
thgg cogldn'thave.
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, gi A | Ahern.
»%l Q --Ahern, that when you came back and testified on Monday
i%A before the Coroner's inquest the thing you told was the
%y | conversation that you had with Marilyn Sheppard in April?
§7 A % That is correct.
4 |
’ Q Yes. And that was the thing that you were discussing when

R

you went out to the Coroner's office?

A That is correct.

Q | And that was the thing that you were accused of not telling?
It couldn't have been, Mr. Corrigan, because nobody knew

about it except me.

Q I know, but they did accuse you and the rumor wemt around

the Village that you hadn't told everything you knew?

R At 5 SRS S AT i
oS

A Only because I was such a close friend of Mrs. Sheppard®s.

Rt

I see. Now, then, you came back and told this under oath

o

— L

on July 26th?

A That what?

on July 26th?
Oh, yes,
(Continuing) Under oath in the Assembly Hall at Bay Villagej
the converaation that you had with Marilyn Sheppard some-
time in April?

Yes.

Did you state at that time the same things that you have

stated today?
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To the best of my knowledge.

I see. All right. Now, have you gone over your testimony
with anybody before you came on this stand?

I spoke to Mr. Mahon and Mr. Parrino the first day I was
called down here,.

Is that the only ones?

That is all.

And is that the only time you have gone over your state-
ments?

I think so. : e

And have coples of your statements been furnished to you?
No.

I see. On the 3rd day of July at this get-together of
you and Mrs. Sheppard and Sam and your husband, not any-
thing had been planned any great distance in advance?

Oh, no.

Was 1t-'1nd of arranged that morning?

Yes.

When you went over to see her?

Yee., . . e L g, &
And you were going to the grocery store?

Yes.

And she asked you to bring some things?

One thing.

Some orange julce?
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An orange Julce reamer.

Oh, an orange juice reamer. That 1s a machine?

No. It is a little piece of equipment that has a sort of
a --

Well, for squeezing out oranges?

Yes.

Mechanically?

Ye s.

And about what time was that when you talked to her?

It was close to noon, I think.

Had Mrs. Sheppard gone to the.store that morning, do you
know?

I don't know.

You came back, then, sometime after noon and delivered the
reamer?

That's correct.

And everything was pleasant?

Very. .

And it was at that time that you salid she invited you over
and sald, "Let's get together for dinner," or something of
that kind?

Yes.

“I"1l get the dinner."

Didyou bring any groceries to her?

No.

R SN

-
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She had secured her own groceries?

Apparently.

You knew about the fact that the next day there had been
arranged a sort of a skiing party, a 4th of July skiing
party for the interns of the hospital?

I learned of it that evening.

And you were invited to it?

No.

Well, you didn't have to be invited, your assoclatlion was
so close that you could have walked over there and joined
in it, if you wanted to; you knew that, didn't you?

On the skiing, I am sure we could have.

Yes. Now, then, you didn't see Marlilyn until sometime
around 6:007?

That's right.

Did you lock your door when you went up to the grocery store:
No, I didn't.

You didn't?

No.

You were out several times that day. Did you lock your
door on any ocoasion that you went out?

No.

All right. Now, then, Marilyn -- your husband, I suppose

he was off on Saturday afternoon? Did he work on Saturday,

do you recall, or was he off all day Saturday?

|
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I don't recall whether he worked that day or not.

I see. But he was there in the afternoon when Mrs. Sheppard

arrived?

Yes, he was.

And did the little boy come over before her, or did te
little boy come over with her, her little boy?

I am not sure. As I recall, he came over ahead of time.
I see. That 1s your recollection of it now?

Yes.

And was Dr. Sheppard with her when she arrived?

Yes.

The both of them came together? .

I think so, yes.

Are you sure?

I was in the kitchen. I am quite sure they did.

Did they drive over?

Yes.

And they came into the kitchen?

Yes.

And the cocktails that were prepared were prepared by you?
I prepared one drink and Mr. Ahern prepared the other.
I see. And those were consumed in the kitchen?

Yes.

Sitting around the kitchen table in a very uninformal

manner?

N——
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A Yes.

Q During the course of that sort of informal friendly
afternoon meeting, is it a fact that Dr. Sheppard received
a telephone call?

A Yes,

Q Before he received the telephone call, there was a dis-
cussion about his activities during that day, was there not?

A Yes.

O

That he had some operations and there was a tragedy occurred

out in the Village®?
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£ A Yes.
Q [fhere a little boy's head was crushed by a truck?
s A I don't recall that specifically.
.Egh Q Well, do you remember it was a little boy?
sz A Yes, 1t concerned a little boy, definitely.
i Q That was fatally injured?
b A Yes.
; Q In some kind of a truck accident?
H%f A Yes.
Q And Dr. Sheppard had worked on that a great part of the day
in trying to revive the life of that 1little boy?
A As I remember, yes. Y
Q And when he sat down at the table, he told you that he

was 80 shaken by the fact that he couldn't eat his dinner?

A He didn't tell me that. He was talking to Mr. Ahern -
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; apparently.
i%: Q Well, you overheard it, didn't you?
%E, A I don't remember that particular conversation.
%ﬁ Q You don't remember that?
%; A No.
¥
%; Q Well, you know this: That Dr. Sheppard had charge of the
g accldents out there in that hospital?
% A Yes, he did.
Q And you lived there a year, and that is a high accident
area, isn't it?
A Yes, exceedingly.
Q Is a very busy highway and there are quite a number of
”k accldents occur there.
And do you know where the nearest hospital west of
Bay View Village is, Bay View Hospital?
A I don't really know. It probably would be Lorain. I don't
think --
Q In Lorain?
A Yes,
Q And the nearest one to the east is Lakewood Hospital?
A Yes,
Q It is a sort of an isolated hospital on a very busy highway?
A That's correct.
kp‘ Q Now, this telephone call, as I understand it, Marilyn
L departed from the house to go over to seehow the cooking .
i
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was going on, and did Dr. Sheppard leave on this emergency

call before Mrs. Sheppard went over to the house
about the cooking?

Yes.

So that left the three of you there?
Yes.

And Dr. Sheppard had departed?

What did you say?

Dr. Sheppard had departed?

Yes.

Then Marilyn went?

Yes.

That left you and Mr. Ahern?

When Marilyn left, I went up to change.
You went where?

I went upstairs to change.

to see

I see. Now, in the course of time Dr. Sheppard returned

to your house?

Yes..

As I understand it, Mrs. Sheppard and Dr. Sheppard arrived

at your house about 6:00°?

It was thereabouts or shortly after.

And were there about an hour or hour and a half or maybe

longer?

Yes.

i
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Well, let's get that straight, now. I believe you testi-

fied at the Coroner's inquest that you went to the -- that

you started the dinner about 8:307?

Probably, yes.

That would be two hours and a half after Mr. and Mrs.
Sheppard arrived at your house?

Yes. I don't think we left our house until about 8:00.
So that the Sheppard house was alone for a period of two
hours, wasn't it?

Yes, I would say so, yes.

Now, when Dr. Sam Sheppard came back from the hospital,
then the three of you departed for the Sheppard house?
Yes.

Now, how did you go from your house over to Sheppard's
house?

We drove in our car.

And what about Sam?

Sam sat in the back seat with --

Where was his car?

He must have left it at his house on hils return from the
hospital.

Yes. At least he must have walked from his house up to
your house after he returned from the hospital?

Apparently.

That would be the logical deduction you make?

-~
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Yes.

Because he drove back with you in yow car and sat in the
back seat”?

That's right.

Of course, the distance from his house to yowr house 1is
very short, I think there are three houses and then the
cemetary and then another house and then your house; 1s
that right?

There are five houses and seven lots.

You are two houses beyond the cemetary, aren't you?

We are, two houses west,

IO
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Now, then, when you arrived back at the Sheppard home, did

you see Sam's car?
I don't remember looking.

You told Mr. Parrino that he had two cars, a Jaguar, which

1s one of these low sort of sport cars, I think manufactured

in England, and a Lincoln. You saw the ILincoln?

Yes.

The ILincoln 1s a secondhand ILincoln, isn't it? It 1is not
a new Lincoln?

I don't know if I saw it that evening or not. It may have
been in the garage.

What?

I sald I don't know if I saw it that evening when I came
back or not. It was probably in the garage.

You have riddenjgk, haven't you?

Yes.

That was the car that you took when you went down to
Pennsylvania to the skiing party, wasn't 1t?

No.

wWhat was 1t?

We took the Mercury convertible that he traded for this
Continental.

Now, when you got to the house, the three of you, where was
Marilyn?

In the kitchen.

W
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Are you sure?

To the best of my memory.

What?

To the best of my memory now, she was in the kitchen,
Well, are you positive about that?

Ch, no.

I see., All right. When you arrived at the house was the

back door open or closed?

Do you mean unlocked?

No. Open or closed?

I don't know, Mr. Corrigan.

Do you know who entered the house first?

No.

You do not? All right. And your recollection of where

Marilyn was is not clear?

No.

Now, do you recall when you entered the house where you first

went?

In the kitchen.

Into the kitchen. And do you know whether the men came 1into

the kitchen?
I don't think so.
You don't know?

No.

Or don't remember. What was the procedure after you got 1n

TNV —

o ——
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the house? What did you do?

Oh, started to get dishes out, get things ready to serve
dinner, set the table.

Were there any children with you when you came into the
house?

Oh, yes.

Who was with you?

I don't know exactly.

Now, I suppose that the children -- let me see -- they
were 7, 9 and 6. That was the ages of the children, two
boys, Chip and Mike, and your little girl, who is --
Seven.

Seven. They disported themselves around like children
of their age would do?

Yes.

You didn't pay much attentlion to them except to know that
they were around there?

That's right.

You didn't know what they were doing?

That's correct. ST S

You didn't pay much attention to them?

No.

And the dog Koko, did you see him?

I don't remember.

.
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I see. Did you see the men go out of the house?

Yes,

And where wereyou when they went out of the house?

I don't know., I remember seeing ---I could have been
walking between the kitchen and the lavatory and the den,
or something, but I seem to remember them going out off
the porch.

You have a recollection of the two men going off the porch?
Yes. I may have heard them talking about it, I'm not sure.
Do you recall how your husband was dressed?

Yes. He had on a cord sult.

Do you know what kind of shirt he had on?

Yes. I think he had on his white business shirt.

A what?

I think he had on his white business shirt, but I'm not
absolutely positive.

You ére not poéitive about that?

. _ ; R |

He may have had on # é—gﬁirt, also?

Well,.he doesﬁ't we;rbf-shirﬁs ;h the summer under hié
other shirt if -- I mean, if he had a coat on over it;
wéll, the recollection of that, and naturally so, 1s that

you just don't remember what kind of a shirt he had on?

I'm not absolutely sure.

e men
All right. That answers it. Now, while you saw th

Ao,
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i? out on the -- let me see -- was it out in the yard or
f§ out on the porch that you saw the men?
f? A | I have the recollection of either seeing or hearing them
*5 ‘ ﬁalk;about going off the porch. I elther saw 1t out of
g the corner of my eye, or I heard it, I'm not sure which.
;f _'MR. CORRIGAN: Do you want to have
\f - a recess, your Honor?
fii g THE COURT: Yes, it would be a
sé{ good spot, perhaps, and then you will start again.
; Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, we will ;
% have a few minutes' recess at this point. 2
% Please do not discuss this case. '
g (Thereupon a recess was taken at 10:50 §
;;_ until 11:05 a.m., at which time the following .'%
3 proceedings were had): :
By Mr. Corrigan: é
: ?QQ Now, the next thing that you remember was, Mrs..Ahern, the r g
3 £; thing that we were talking about before we went to recess, %
?;5 was the fact that the last you saw the two men they were ;
;g out on the back porch, or on the back steps, or in the é
& back yard? %
i fjA Yes. 3
;5§ Q Where they went you don't know? §
B 2 I am not sure where they were, but I had the feeling they ;
-
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were out that way,

And where the children were at that time you don't know?
No.

You don't remember all the details of getting the dinner
ready and setting the table, and things of that kind?

Not all the details, no.

Getting the table set on the front porch, who did that?
Mrs, Sheppard.

'—\w\’,‘

o,
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And what did you do while Mrs. Sheppard was setting the
table?

I think I mixed the salad, probably, or something like
that. I don't really know.

It necessitated the carrying of the food and the dishes
trom the kitchen?
T?fhe.,.?”c.‘?' RN e S SR S
A%Qng thelhall?

Yes.

Thgough_tye 1iv1ng room?
Yes.

An@”pn the porch?

Yes.

And what you were doing while Mps,ASheppgrd“was setting
this ggple,and gepting tng food out, and so. .forth, you
havgq't any particular recollection of what you were doing?
Nq“particular recollection, no.

D;¢ ypu turn on the television?

No.. .

Whas?

No.

Did you go upstairs?

No.

s

Well, we will leave that that way.

Eventually the men came back into the house?

e N )

- vy
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Yes.
Did you see them come back?
Yes.

They came in which door?

I saw them come into the kitchen. They went through the 3%

kitchen down into the basement.

And when they went through the kitchen door -- or through
the kitchen down to the basement, were they accompanied by
anybody? )
The children.

All three of them?

3

I think so.

Are yousure?

No. I know both of the boys, young boys, were there.
But you don't know -- what is your daughter's name?
Leslie. [

What?

LéBlié. oo . Lo e LT

Leslie? " - T E

vy
Ceom

ey, e m e e e s
L-e-s-1-1-e?

Yes.

That is your daughter?

Yes.

You don't know whether she went down or not?

2
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No, I am not sure of that.

Do you recall how long they stayed down in the basement?
Probably 5 or 10 minutes. I know 1t was something like that
Did youlearn what they were doing in the basement?

You could hear it upstairs. You could hear the punching bag
banging upstairs.

That is, if you were in the front room?

No. You could hear 1t in the kitchen, too.

You could hear it in the kitchen?

I don'tknow if you could hear the bag itself, but the door
to the basement was open, and you could hear the banging.
I see. Now, then, what did you do while they were down

in the basement?

Finished getting things ready, I guess.

But you are not sure?

Well, we were in the kitchen the whole time.

And the men came up, and what occurred then?

The children sat down in the kitchen, and we put the food
on their plates, and then we called the men after we had
the rest of the things on the table on the porch.

And where were the men when you called them?

I don't really know.

I see. But, anyway, you finally got into the front porch

to sit down to eat?

Yes.

b
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Now, during the time that you were alone with Marilyn on
that occasion and this dinner was being prepared, did she
appear to be happy?

Yes.

And. gay?

Yes.

Now, when you sat down to dinner, there were occasions
when Mrs. Sheppard wouldhave to get up and go to the
kitchen and bring something in?

Yes.

And she did that?

I think once or twice.

Did you go to the kitchen at any time?

Yes. When it came time for dessert I helped take the main
course dishes out in the kitchen.

And the dessert. was . a berry pie?

Yes.

And was there anything said about that berry pile?

We all said 1t was very good.

But was there anything sald aboutit in reference to Sam?
I knew it was Sam's favorite. I don't know if anything
was sald about it at that particular time.

But - you knewit was his favorite dessert?

Yes.

And Marilyn had prepared that?

——. 'H‘
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Yes,

The evening at the meal was very pleasant?

Very pleasant.

And as friends and companions, you discussed various things
that were of interest to you?

Yes.

Like Marilyn's golf game and athletics and the trip you had
made, and so forth and so on?

Things of that order.

And her activities and Sam's activities, your activities
and your husband's activities?

Yes, yes.

And after the dinner was over, which I understand was

about 10:00 or thereabouts --

Yes.

-- was it still light, do you remember?

Oh, no, it was dark.

It had turned dark?

Yes.

Or course, we were on daylight savings time at that time.
That was the 4th of July.

Yes, but 1t was dark.

That would be 9:00 in the evening, and you say it was dark?

Yes. It seemed to be on the porch. Maybe if I had been

out in the lake it wouldn't have seemed as dark, but it
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certainly was there. !

gff: Were the lights turned on?

i A Yes,

é Q On the porch?

é A No. The lights from the living room shine onto the porch.
%a Q What?

§; A The lights from the living room shine onto the porch, and
gb we also had candles.

;% Q Now, had Marilyn put the candles on the table?

gi A Yes, they are -- yes.

é: Q Did she light them?

%; A They are porch candles. Yes,

You then -- when you got through with the dinner, where did
you go and what' did you do? )
We took the things off the table and took them into the
kitchen and started to clean up the dishes, and so on.

You did about what the customary and ordinary thing is?

Yes.

Didn't make any particular note of it and didn't write it

, down?
oA No.
Vg That's right. And followed the usual routine that people

'd

do after they have finished with their dinner, cleaning up

"k the table and putting the stuff in the kitchen, and so forth

and so on?
4 - w_“'
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That'!s right.

And, of course, you don't write those down, you don't
expect to be questioned about them, do you?

No.

Did you see what the two men did after dinner?

Mr. Ahern took the children home.

And --

In fact, while we were still at the table, before we

stood up, he started out to take them home.

It was about time for them to go to bed?

Past the time.

Did you see the dog around there then?

I don't recall Koko.

All right. Now, then, did you make any note of what

Dr. Sheppard did while your husband was gone home with

the children and you two ladies were cleaning up the dishes?
No, I didn't write it down, but I do remember Dr. Sheppard
going out into the garage and getting some glue for Chip's
alrplane,.

Well, did you notice where Chip was after your husband took
your children home?

I thinkihe had been sent upstairs and came back down.

And when he came back down, did you notice any contact

that he was having with his father?

Yes.. He was standing by Dr. Sheppard's chair.




603 ‘ .

ivs fEr ot nwvy%\@

y
TR

B
P
S

#
N

> O » O b O » © > O > O P ©

%

o » O

And where was Dr. Sheppard sitting?

In the oval chair of the two that match, on the west side
of the table.

On the west side of the table?

Yes.

Now, you are talking aboutthe two chalrs that --

Right directly in front of the television.

-- are on the south side of the living room?

That's right, against the wall.

They are a three-quarter chair?

Yes, that's right.

And they are directly opposite the television?

That's correct.

They are red?

Yes,

Were those the chairs that Marilyn got from you?

Yes.

Some extra chalrs thatyou didn't need?

Yes. o

And those chairs are so arranged that they can be pushed
together and made a setee, 1s that the idea of 1t?

They could be, except there is a table and a lamp between
them.

What did you say?

There is a table and a lamp between them.
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Yes, they are separated, but they could be put together?
Yes,

And made one chair?

That's rignt.

I think they call it a love seat; is that what they call 1t?
Well, they are two parts of a sectional.

Now, the doctor was sitting in the chair that was farthest
west?

That's right.

And little Chip was alongside of him?

Yes.

And what was he doing?

He was sitting holding the -- I can't remember whether it
was the nose of the airplane or what. I remember it quite
clearly because I think my son i1s the one that broke 1it.
That night?

He was holding it together for the glue to set.

I didn't quite get that.

He was holding the airplane up ;nd holdiﬁg whatever it was

that had broken in his hand waiting for the glue to set.
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Before he got the glue, had you noticed that Chip had

brought this airplane to him?
Yes, at the dinner table.

At the dinner tablé?

Yes, as we were almost finished.

Chip came out of‘the kitchen and brought the airplane to

" him at'the dinner table?

That's right.

And told him that it was broken?

Yes.

And said, "Papa, can you fix 1t?" or. something like that?
Yes,

Was the airplane broken in the kitchen by Mike or Leslie?
I think so.

Then Dr. Sheppard placed the ,airplane on the table beside
him?

I don't know that, Dr. Corrigan -- I mean Mr. Corrigan.
The next thing you saw was little Chip and his father
discussing this broken airplane?

Yes.

And that was in the living room?

Yes,

And then did you hear some conversation between the father

and the boy?

Yes.




606 2207

T g

%

;’55_3;?;;; S I N S M

x>

> O

O >

>

About the repair of that airplane?

Yes,

And what was 1t about?

Dr. Sheppard told Chip that the reason he was fixing it
was because he hadn't cried and been a sissie about it
being broken.

Dr. Sheppard told what?

Told Chip -- he said, "Chip, the reason I am fixing this
for you 1s because you‘didn't cry and weren't a sissle
about 1t."

And then ﬁhat was the next thing that you saw Dr. Sheppard
do?

I don't remember what happened next. I think Chip left.
Do you recall that he left the home?

I think Dr. Sheppard just sat there and watched television.
We turned it on then or 1t had been turned on then.

Do you recall that he left the room and went out into the
garage and got some glue?

Well, he did that before he fixed the airplane just as Mr.
Ahern left,

Well, that occurred, he went and got the glue, and brought
it in the house, and repaired the airplane, and then Sam
sat there with the airplane in his hand, holding 1t until
this glue set?

That's right.

'~
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That was going on between the time that your husband left

and your husband returned?

That's correct.

When your husband returned, do you recall where you were
in the room?

No, I don't.

I see. All right.

I can only think --

Do you recall where Dr. Sheppard was in the room when your
husband -~

Still in the same chair.

Still in the same chair?

Yes,

Do you recall where Marilyn was?
I think she was just coming in from the kitchen, or she
may have been in already. I'm not sure about that.

You are not sure. All right. Now, you have been in that
house many, many times, haven't you?

Yes,

The jury has seen the house, and they have seen that off
the living room there is an I that goes to the south, and
at the end of that L on one side is the fireplace, on the
west side is the fireplace, and on the east side are steps,

three steps, I think, that go up, that lead to a landing?
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Yes.
And that landing then leads up to the upstairs.

Now, on the night of July the 3rd was the fireplace
and the accoutrements around the fireplace the same that
you observed on other occasions?

I don't know.

What?

I don't know. The fire wasn't on that evening, so I
didn't give it --

Well, on other occasions you had observed that on one side
of the fireplace, on the north side of the fireplace there
are a lot of tools, fireplace tools?

Yes, I think so.

Pokers and various tools of that kind for taking care of \J’

the fireplace? i\ v

I think so, yes.

And on the left side of the fireplace there are two baskets
of clubs and sticks, and so forth?

There may be two. I remember one in particular.

And they are the size that you can pick them up with your
hand, some of them are two, three inches in diameter?

Oh, yes.

Now, then, your desire was to go out to a moving picture

show, as I understand 1t?

Yes,.

R P
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And then it was decided it was too late, and that you would
look at television in the house, and the bal] game was

going on, and your husband listened to the baill game?

Yes.

And announced the Score from time to time?

Yes.

And you other three looked at the televiSion?

That's correct.

Now, during the course of the evening, as I understand,
and as your husband has so testified here yesterday --

and see if you remember it -- Sam and Marilyn occupiled

the same seat?
Yes.

And sat on that same seat for some little time?

Yes.

And demonstrated to you that they were extremely friendly
young people?

Yes.

How old is Sam, by the way, do you know?

Dr. Sam?

Dr. Sam, yes,.

31.

And how old was Marilyn?

I think Marilyn was six months older.

And Marilyn was -- both of you that evening were dressed |
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in summer clothing?

Yes,

You were wearing shorts?

That's right.

With a jacket over your shoulders?

Yes,

D1d you notice the type of shoes that Marilyn had on?

Yes. She had on white moccasins.

Did she have socks on?

I can't tell you for sure.

You don't know. Did you?

Yes,

Now, then, during the course of the evening, while Sam and
Marilyn were sitting together on this same chair, did you
notice the position of their arms, whether their arms were
around one another?

No. They were just sitting side-by-side.

And your husband sat on the other chair, on the other red
chair?

Yes. He came over every once in a while during the ball
game and sat --

And during the course of the evening you sat down in his lap?
Yes,

Now, after a time watching that television show, Sam got up

-,
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'f? and went over and laid down on the couch?
by A That's correct.
Q Now, the pillows on that couch -- have you made any
§f particular note of that at any time to tell --
gg, A As I remember, they are that rubber foam.
?g Q Foail rubber. That is, you can lle on them or press them
éé; up, and they will bounce back into shape?
%éf A As I remember them, yes.
§; Q Now, then, Sam lay with his head propped up on his stomach
i . looking at the television?

Yes.

And you were sitting where?

I was sitting to his left, west of the couch.

West of the couch. Where was your husband sitting?
Mr. Ahern was sitting to my left.

To your left. You had abandoned the red seat?

Yes.

What?

‘> O > O P O > © B
\

You mean I --9?
Yes.

I had gotten off Mr. Ahern's lap and sat on the other chair.

And that seat that you sat on was left of the red seat?
Yes,

And was it at the entrance where the room goes off into an L,

o O > ©

in that part of the room?

o N
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There was a space between the red chair and my chair, so
that Dr. Sheppard could have looked at television.
You wére west of Dr. Sheppard's position?

That's right, yes.

In the position that'you were in, the chair that you were
sitting in west of Dr. Sheppard, you could see Dr. Sheppard?
Yes,

And then your husband, as I understand, was west of you in
the chair?

That's right.

Marilyn was seated where then? I am talking about the time
when Sam went over to lie on the couch.

I think she stayed in the same chair.

That would be the red chair east of the lamp?

That's right -- oh, no, that would be the red chair west

of the lamp.

Red chalr west of the lamp?

Yes,

That would be just practically at the corner of this L,
wouldn't 1t?

Right.

And the head of thecouch comes into the south wall of the
living room?

Almost, not quite.

The picture proceeded on, you viewed it, you talked, I
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suppose, and did you notice that Dr. Sheppard fell asleep?

Yes.

Did the fact that he fell asleep while you and your husband

were guests appear to you as something that was out of the
ordinary?

No.

He had done that before in yow presence?

Yes.

He had done it in.hlis own house in your presence?

Yes.

He had done i1t in your housem;n your presence?

Yes,

Well, that was something quite ordinary, as far as you
were concerned, that Dr. Sheppard should fall asleep?
Yes. We were very good friends.

You knew that he had a very difficult day that day?

Yes.

Now, what time would that be? Could you fix the time? .

If you can't, Jjust --

That he fell asleep?

Yes.

No.

Well, would you be able to tell me -~ you departed about

what time? Can you tell me that?

It was not too much after 12.
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Shortly after 12 o'clock. How long had he been in this
8leeping position?

I would say -~

That is, before you departed?

Somewhere between 15 minutes and half an hour.

15 minutes to half an hour?

Had been asleep. He had been in the Sleeping position
on the couch on his stomach longer than that, but he had
been asleep at least that long.

I am talking now about the time that he went over and
lied down on the couch. I will take the first time that
he 1ied down on the couch. Can you give me an estimate
of the length of time he was 1lying on that couch?

Only an estimate, but I would say at least 45 minutes.
That 1s before your departure?

Yes.

bid you notice during that 45 minutes, let us say at the
beginning of the 45 minutes, whether he watched television?
Yes, for a short while,

That 1s, he propped himself up and looked at this picture
from his position?

Yes.

Then you noticed that his head sank asleep?

That's correct.

Puring the period that he was on that couch, was there any
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attempt to waken him?

Yes,

And who made the attempt to waken him?

Mrs. Sheppard and myself.

What did you do to awaken him?

We just sald, "Sam, wake up, I think the movie is getting
good."

Who said that?

I couldn't tell you. We both said something very much
like 1t.-

Well, you suppose both of you sald something about that?
Something very similar.

When that was said did Sam wake up?

Yes. He raised his head.

And were you looking at him then?

Yes.

And what did you notice about him when he ralsed his head?
That he looked at the picture for a couple of seconds very
drowslly and put his head back down agaln.

That 1s, you noticed that his eyes --

His eyes looked very sleepy.

His eyes looked very sleepy, and then his head went down
again?

Yes,

And then for the rest of the time during your stay there he

v~
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i: was asleep?

i

@?AA To the best of my knowledge, he was.

,QQ Do you remember whether he snored? -

. Aa No.

;'QQ But to the best of your:knowledge, he was sound asleep

fﬁ when you left that house?

o e Loanac
v A That's correct.

X3

L Q And there came a time when you decided to depart, and you
fﬁﬁ went out the back door with your husband?

I\ The Lake Road door.

L %e Now, when did you get the first -- I will withdraw that.

L 4 ’

v The evening and the day from the beginning to the

iiQ end was most pleasant?

i "a Yes.

. , : : o

fQQ There was nothing to mar it or to jar it in any way

i} whatsoever? '

f‘ A No.

S A ;
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When you got home, did you go directly home?

Yes.

Do you recall whether you retired to bed before your husband?
We both went up at the same time.

I see. And both retired at the same time?

Yes.

Well, do you recall that your husband hesitated and listened
to the balance of the ballgame that night?

I don't know. I am sure if 1t was still on, he did, but I
couldn't tell you exactly.

You don't remember that incident?

I fall asleep very quickly.

What?

I fall asleep rather quickly.

I see. But whether your husband remained awake and listened
to the finish of the ballgame -- you got home, then, not
later than about 10 minutes after 1227

I looked at my clock as I climbed in bed. It was 20 after
12. I set 1t for the next morning, set the alarm.

20 after 127

It was one of the few times I remember exactly.

I see. Now, then, the first thing thatyou heard about it
was a telephone call?

That!s correct.

And who did the telephone call® come: from? "
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Mayor Houk.

Do you know whit time it was?

Approximately 10 minutes after 6.

Who received the call?

I did.

And what did Mayor Houk say to you?

"Nancy, were you and Don with Marilyn and Sam last night?"
And I replied, "Yes."
And he said, "Prepare yourself for a shock.

Marilyn has been murdered.”

I see. Of course, that was a shock?

I should say.

Now, when you received that telephone call and you talked

to your husband about it or told him about the tragedy

that occurred --

Yes.

-- did you go to the Sheppard house?

Around T7:30 or 8:00 that morning.

And you and your husband walked over there?

Yes.

When you gotover there, will you tell me what you saw in

the front yard?

I 8saw the Coroner and a couple of his men, and a policeman

or two, two.or three neighbors, Dr. Stephen Sheppard, and

shortly after I got there I saw Dr. Richard Sheppard and




619

222

two other men coming out of the house. That is what I
remember about it, anyhow.

Did you go around in the back of the house?

Yes, we did.

Did you see people in the back of the house?

There was --

Now I am talking about the back of the house again. The
front of the house?

There was some people coming up the stairs from the beach,
I think, as we got around the back. One of them was a
policeman, I remember.

You are saying the back, too, now.

The lake side.

The front. Now, there was some people coming up from the
beach, and was there any people standing around in the
rear of the house around the garage?

No, I don't recall any.

You don't. Did you go anywhere? =

Yes. ' W walked down the stairs to the beach.

Did you meet anybody down there?

No. A Mr. Crane from the Cleveland Press walked down the V/
stairway with us.

A reporter? '
Yes. He lives in Bay Village.

He was a reporter of the Cleveland Press?

e

N s SLAN NN A R N S S s . . TR oy 3 R P FUPCET R S,
;,;‘Ww»wm;.:%mw;uﬁ O T 11 1 U NSRS N U A N 2y - b 0 1y s A

|

»

o

4



DO
A S e

LErgee i e g o

3.
&

BOTIN S on 2.8
R S

» O P O P O o

» £

Yes.

And he was accompanying you down the stairs?

Yes.

Did you see any other reporters there?

I don't recall any. I don't think anyone had had the
chance to get there yet.

I see. Mr. Crane was there first?

He lived in Bay Village.

Yes. When you got dbwn to the beach, did you go on the
beach?

No.

You stood up on the --

Landing.

On the landing?

Of the boat house.

You had your shoes on?

Yes.

Now, then, you came back after looking down there --
We were told we would have to get. off of there now.
Who told you that you would have to get off?

I think a policeman or somebody said that they were roping
off the steps.

Roping?

Or doing something. Anyhow, we were told -- they asked us

to please leave the stairway.

.'h'
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When we were out there the other day there were ropes
around the lot.

Yes.

Those were not put on for a number of days, were they?

No, I don't think so.

. When you came back up, did you make any observations as

to who was around the house different from what you had
made at your first entrance, as you have told me?
No, I don't think so.

Now, did you remaln there?

‘No, We left for home. .. .-
-p1d you go in the house?

No‘ L R O RS ¥ VLN S

e . “ RS

-And did you come back that day? -.. . .. o e

I.don't think I came back .that day. I think Mr. Ahern

did, several times. .

Now, then, did you return to the house at any time after

the U4th of July? . .

v e e
R ST ok PN

!es.,quwent_back on a Monday morning, which would be the --

5th. .. . : > e
‘And what time did you go back on Monday morning, the 5th?

' Oh, 1it.was approximately 10, 1l.

Was.that at some request?

Yes. Lieutenant Hubach..
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Now,how did he request it, by telephone, or did he come to
the house?

He came to the house to get fingerprints.

Yes. And did he take your fingerprints?

No. He had a telephone call, I think, that someone else
was going to take them later.

Well, I am now referring to the fact that you went back to
the house on the 5th.

Yes.

You did, didn't you?

Yes. Lieutenant Hubach said that -- shall I go ahead?

What 1is it?

Lieutenant Hubach said that he thought that -- I don't know
whether he said hethought Dr. Gerber or whether just they in
general thought it would be a good idea if I came to the
house to see 1f everything was the way it was the night we
left.

Did you know that your husband had been at the house with
Dr. Gerber on the 4th of July?

I think he told me that he went in downstairs with Dr. Gerben
Yes. And you then went over to the house?
To my house?

No, to Mrs. Sheppard's house?

On Monday, yes.

And didyou go in the house on Monday?

V-
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Yes.

And who was with you?

Lieutenant Hubach.

Anyone else?

No one else exactly with me.

Was there anybody in the house when you went in?.

Yes, there was a policeman and a detective in the house

in evidence at all times.

And you went over the house with Sergeanﬁ Hubach and told
him what you observed about the inside of the house in
relation to what it had been on the night of July 3rd when
you were there, is that correct?

Just in the living room, yes.

Just in the living room?

And in the kitchen.

Well, was there anything different in the living room and
the kitchen than you observed on the night of July 3rd?
The chalrs had been put back in place in the living room.
Which chalrs, now?

The two arm chalrs that Mr. Ahern and I had been sitting in,
When you had left,those two chalirs were to the west of the
red chalrs, is that right?

(Witness nods affirmatively.)

And when you got up they were still in that position, to

the west of the red chairs?
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Yes.

At the, we shall call it, the entrance to the alcove or
the entrance to the L?

Yes.

When you came in the next day, where were the chairs?

They were back in the places that I had always seen them.
Where are the places?

One in the corner, over by the lamp that has the 1vy in it.
That's the northwest corner. And one a short distance
away from it.

You had moved those out of their position, you and your
husband, and they had been put back in thelr regular place?
Yes.

Now, during the evening that you spent there -- do you
smoke, Mrs. Ahern?

Yes.

Did you people smoke cigarettes during that evening?

Yes.

Which ashtrays did you use?

The one on the table between the two three-quarter chairs,
red chairs or maroon chairs, and I don't know what I used
while I was watching television. It seems to me that
there was a little table between Mr. Ahern's chair and

mine that had an ashtray on it that was put there for

that purpose.

' "“-"\:0\
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Did Marilyn smoke?

Yes.

What?

I think, yes.

Are you sure?

No, I am not sure because sometimes she smoked and some-
times she tried not to.

You are not sure whethgr she smoked or not that night?
No, not positive.

Sam, of course, doesn't smoke clgarettes, he smokes a
pipe?

Just on occasion.

Usually he smokes a pipe?

Usually.

Yes. Now, did_youimake a written statement then to
Sergeant Hubach on that Monday morning?

No.

And how long did you remaln there?

Oh, only about five minutes.

You knew at that time that a lot of reporters and photo-
graphers had bggn in the bouse, didn't you?

Yes., It didnft seem to bother -- yes.

But you knew_that situation had existed?

I didn't know. I hadn't, of course, been there, but I knew

certainly detectives and police had. I didn't know about
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theothers.
Well, you saw all the pictures in the paper the next day,
didn't you?

MR. DANACEAU: 4 I object to this.

Did you see the pictures in the paper the next day that
projected the interior of that house by newspaper photo-
graphers?

MR. DANACEAU: We object to this.
What she saw in the newspapers subsequently has
nothing to do with this lawsuit.

THE COURT: The objection will
be sustained.

Did you see any pictures of what you recognized to be the
interior of Mrs. Sheppard's house?

MR. DANACEAU: Objection.

MR. CORRIGAN: What 1s wrong about
that question? Did she see any pictures?

THE COURT: \ The questionrmow is
directed to whether she saw any pictures ofthe
interior ofthe Sheppard house?

MR. CORRIGAN: Yes, of what she
recognized was the interior of the Sheppard house.

"'THE COURT: You mean at that

time?

MR. CORRIGAN: Yes.
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THE COURT: All right.
MR. DANACEAU: At what time?
THE COURT: She may answer that,

as to whether she saw that because that might

have something to do with what she is testifying

to.
I don't really know at what time. I have seen pictures of
an interior of the Sheppard house, but I don't remember
which day or --
But it was after July 4th?
Oh, yes.
And they were in the newspapers when you saw them?

MR. DANACEAU: . Objection.

Where were they? I will put it that way. Where were these
plctures that you saw of the interior of the Sheppard house
after July Lth?
I don't remember specifically. I think I saw the one last
evening or two, one of the couch.
Refreshing your recollection back to --
Not of the whole 1living room. I don't think I have ever
Seen one other than a sketch.
But you have seen pictures of the interior of the Sheppard
house, haven't you?

I.don't remember, Mr. Corrigan, whether I ever have seen

a. plefure of the living room or not.




¥
L
i
Ry
?‘%/,

i
¥
A

O » O » O B

628 ROy

A

B

Well, any other part of the house?
I saw a picture in the newspaper of a bedroom, of the
bedroom with a mattress and bed.

Yes. All right. Now, then, dlidyou notice that on the
night before -- or on the night of July 3rd, that there was
a desk located -- which was placed on the north wall just

west of the exit door of the living room to the porch?

Yes.

Did you notice when you went in on the 5th of July the
condition of that desk?

Yes.

What did you notice about 1t?

The door to the desk that folds down was down. I mean, it
was always up when I had been in the house. And there were
papers scattered on the floor, and I don't remember whether
there were drawers out of that desk or not.

But you did notlce -- this desk is one of those desks that
you cloge up the --

That's right.

It has a closing door to 1it?

It was usually closed.

Sort of a slant door?

Yes.

And then when you take that door down, when you let it

down, it becomes a shelf on which you can write, it makes

N,
\m_-\.m

g A,
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a desk?

That's correct.

And you had never seen that desk open before?

Never when I had been in the house, no.

In all the time you had been in the house. But this morning
when you get in there that desk was open and there was
something scattered on the floor?

Yes.

And what was scattered on the floor, that you can recall?
Oh, papers.

Papers., I see. Did you go into the den?

No, but I passed the door. I stood at the door and looked
in,

Did you see some disorder in the den?

Yes.

At the time that you came in, did you come in the front
door or the back door?

I came in the Lake Road door.

What?

I came in the Lake Road door.

As you came in the Lake Road door, did you notice anything

in the hall of that room? ~—a»

I don't remember. I have heard of the medicine kit so often

I don't recall whether I saw it or heard about it. /4

I'don't want anything that you didn't see or don't remember.
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You don't remember seeing a kit, a medical kit, on the
floor of the hall?
No.
All right. Now, in your testimony --
MR. CORRIGAN: I shall now inquire,
~ your Honor, about the conversation that you have
admitted in evidence over my objection. I do so
without waiving any rights to the obJectibn that
I have heretofore entered in this case.
MR. DANACEAU: - We objJect to any
conditions under which he may inquire. If he

wants to inquire, let him inquire; if not, don't

inquire.

MR. CORRIGAN: I am afraid, Mr.
Danaceau --

THE COURT: That is a legal ques-

tion that needs no ruling now. You may state what
you want in the record.
MR, CORRIGAN: I am afraid, Mr. Dana-
ceau, you can't tell me how to take my exceptions.
MR. DANACEAU: I am merely stating
our position about it, but we are not acquiescing
in any such statement.

Now, you stated that sometime in April -- was it in April

or was it in May that this conversation took place that

S et s
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you related?

As I recall, it was in April.

What?

As I recall, it was 1n April.

In April. Of course, it was after they had come from
California?

That 's right.

When they came back from California, the pleasant relations
that had existed between you and Mrs. Sheppard and Dr.
Sheppard and your husband were picked up again and continued?

Yes.

N -
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Q And still continued in the very pleasant manner that it

eXlsted before?
Yes.
There didn't seem to be anything, any rift in the home 1life
of these people?
None that was apparent to us. .
Wasn't apparent to you. Now, thls conversation that you
have related that -- withdraw that.
You didn't know the Chapmans, did you?
No, I did not.
You had never had any conversations with the Chapmans?
No. I never had met the Chapmans.
There was never any mention in the conversation by Marilyn
that she was contemplating any divorce?
No.
Or that she was unhappy?
No.
And the conversation that took place between you and Mrs.
Sheppard on this day was a repetition of the conversation
that had taken place between Mrs. Sheppard and Dr. Chapman
out in California?
According to the way she related it to me.
What time of the day was it?

Late morning, I would say.
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Pn- In the morning. And how did it come about that she began
to talk to you about California? What brought that up?

A I have tried to remember that, and I can't remember
exactly what did bring it up.

Q Well, now, when I first asked you on cross-examination --
the first question I asked you related to the fact that

Mrs. Sheppard had said to you on that occasion tht Dr.

Sheppard had convinced --
MR. GARMOKNE: Dr. Chapman.
Q -- Dr. Chapman had convinced -- you used that word ~--

Dr. Sheppard not to get a divorce?

;L_ That's correct.
9 Now, you testified before the Coroner's hearing on July

26th -- where is that record?

This conversation i1s a conversation that apparently,
from what I gather, Mrs. Sheppard was relating that she |
had with Dr. Chapman?

A That's right.

Q Now, in the inquest of the Coroner -~ I will bring this up

so you can follow me, and I am reading from page 458 --
MR. MAHON: Well, now, I object

to any reading. You can ask questions, but he

certainly can't read the record.

THE COURT: : Well, he can ask the
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question i1f he has disclosed that there is
some contradiction.
MR. MAHON: That's right.

THE COURT: Untll then it is

not proper.

e e A LA e
S By e

MR. DANACEAU: - Isn't that page 4687
MR. CORRIGAN: L68.

I will ask you if this question was asked you:

"Q. Did she tell you what she meant by divorce

3 G and where this divorce conversation come up, and who it
3 was with?"

‘And did you answer, "Yes." You can follow me here.
;z‘ Yes.

And then was this questlion asked you, "Would you tell me

f‘Q about it, please?"

i et L N T T R P S wr i e gt Sy ey

Yes.

And did you answer, "Marilyn mentioned one day that Dr.
Chapman had told her, when they were at the ranch, that
Dr. Sheppard had talked of asking Mrs. Sheppard for a
divorce™? You can follow me here. "And that on the

way up to the ranch Dr. Chapman and he talked it over,
and 1t was qQuite a long chat, and that Dr. Sheppard came
to the decision that Mrs. Sheppard was the one for him

and the one that was right for him, and that he was going

to try and make a fresh start, and apparently that was

e ping,
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his decision. He decided to forget about the divorce
that had been in his mind. Dr. Chapman told Mrs. Sheppard
this, as she mentioned it to me one day."
Is that the way you answered it?

That's correct.
That is quite different from what you answered this
morning, Mrs. Ahern, 1isn't 1it?

MR. DANACEAU: Object to this.
THE COURT: Objection sustained.
You said this morning that Dr. Chapman had convinced
Dr. Sheppard -- you used the word "convinced" -- Dr.
Sheppard not to get a divorce, didn't you?
I don't really remember how it was told me, but I am
telling 1t to the best of my knowledge.
I am just pointing out the difference between your testimony
of July 26th and your testimony today.

Now, there was also in that conversation some

conversation about a girl in California?
That's correct.
And in that conversation she told you that he had bought
a watch for a girl in California?
That's right.

And on that occasion you asked Mrs. Sheppard if -- you

addressed this question to her, "Did it upset you? Is

there anything to 1t?"
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And she said, "No, I don't think there is."
That's correct.
MR. MAHON: What page?
MR. CORRIGAN: _ Page 175.
And in this conversation, Mrs. Sheppard informed you that
she knew of the affair that he had had with a woman in
California, didn't she?
Yes.
And that --
I must say I don't know if she said she knew, but she
suspected such.
What was that?
I seid I don't recall now if she said she knew, or if she
thought it was the case.
And that she considered that was all over?
Yes. She hoped i1t was, yes. The word she used was "hoped,?
I think.
THE COURT: Mr. Corrigan, may
I Inquire are you likely to finish with this lady
within a short period of time?
MR. CORRIGAN: No, I don't think so,
your Honor.

THE COURT: Could you break off

now?

—o
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MR. CORRIGAN: I can, yes.

THE COURT: All right.

Ladies and gentlemen of the Jury, we
wlll now recess for the noon hour, and we
will reconvéne at 1:15.

Please do not discuss this case in

the meantime.

(Tereupon at 12:00 o'clock noon an

adjournment was taken to 1:15 o'‘clock p.m.,

Tuesday, November g, 1954, at which time

the following proceedings were had):

Y

. = —
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AFTERNOON SESSION, TUESDAY, NOVEMEER 8, 1954
(1:20 o'clock, p.m.)

Thereupon, NANCY AHERN resumed the stand

and testified further as follows:

CROSS-EXAMINATION OF NANCY AHERN (CONTINUED)

By Mr. Corrigan:

Mrs. Ahern, I asked you this morning about the fireplace

and what you noticed in front of the fireplace. There

was a basket there in front of that firepiace, was there not?
Yes.

And that was a basket -- was it a wicker basket?

Yes.

In which various sizes of ;- pieces of wood had been placed?
They can be. I suppose if was full of wood.

You admired that basket, didn't you?

Yes. I thought it was very nice.

And on your expression of admiration of that basket, Sam
bought &ou one‘to match it, didn;t he?

Yés, he bought one. He thought that I was the one that had
or;ginally admired the basket, but apparently it was some
otﬁer friend of Mariiyn'é, and he brought it to the house
and I was very pleased with the basket, but I apparently
wgsn't the one that had aéked fdr it originally.

Well, Sam brought a --

1
N
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He gave it to me, yes.
-- a basket to your house and gave it to you, is that
correct?

Yes.

Now, the candles that were on the porch, they burned all
through the dinner”

Yes,

How many was there, do you recall?

No. As I remember, 1t was a little bracket affair, elther
oreor two candles, a little black wrought iron --

What?

A little black wrought lron bracket affair. I think it
had elther one or two candles on it,.

Well, do you remember whether there was one or two?

No, I don't remember.

Do you remember whether there was two candles placed on
the table?

I think we had one in the center.

One in the center?

I think.

Who put it out, do you know?

No.

But it burned all through the meal?

Yes.

Now, you said that when you came in from the back porch

[E ST
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and were carrying the dishes in you locked the back door?

Yes.
What?
Yes.
MR. DANACEAU: You mean the front
door, don't you?

You locked the front door, rather?

-

The door leading off the porch.

You told about turning the key in the lock?
No key.

The knob?

Yes.

That turns a bolt?

Yes.

And then about putting the chaln on the door?
Yes.,

And that 1s when you were carrying the last of the dishes inpR

I think I had maybe one dessert plate left in my hand or
something, or I may have gone out to wipe the table off,
I am not sure which. But it was the last thing I did
before coming in the house.

Did you ever lock that door before?

No, I never locked that door before.

o » O

This was the only occasion that you locked that door?

A I think so.
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Of course, you didn't lock your own doors?
Always locked the door to the lake, because when it was
windy it would blow open.
Yes. But when you departed from your house during the day
you have already told me you didn't lock your doors?
Well, I have a girl that is there every day.
You d4id not lock your doors when you came over to the
Sheppard!s house?
No.
No. Now, can you state whether or not that door was opened
during the time that you remained at the Sheppard house?
I can't definitely state.
You cannot state?
No.
As a matter of fact, when you came in and locked the door,
Sam was sitting in the chalr talking to the little boy
about the airplane, wasn't he?
I think so.
Yes. And he went out to get the glue?

Yes,or he had already been out, one or the other.
And whether 1t was open during the evening you don't know,
you can't say now?
I cannot say definitely.

Yes. Now, there are two other doors in that downstairs,

are there not?
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Yes.

There 1s a door that leads off the east end of the living
room? |

No. There is a door that leads off the west end of the
living room, I think, that has curtains around it.

Well, off the west end of the living room?

Yes.

Towards your house?

Yes.

And there is also --

I think that's a door -- I am sure it is.

You think i1t is a door?

Yes, I am quite --

You are not positive about 1it?

At the moment I can't remember, because it's well draped
with curtains, but I am qulte sure it is a door.

And there 1s a door off the den?

Yes.

Of course, you don't know anything about those doors and
don't recall anything about them, do you?

No.

——
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sazuar automobile and a ILincoln Cosmopolitan, or something?
Continental.

The Lincoln Continental belonged to Marilyn, didn't 1t?

i assume so. It was called her car.

Her car and, of course, you have cars, too?

Yes. |

You have a Cadillac and a convertible?

That's right.

Now, which car did you drive.over to the house that night,
do you remember?

I'm quite sure it was the convertible.

Are you positive about it?

In fact, I know 1t was.

You are positive about that?

Yes.

And that was parked in the driveway how far from the back
door?

In the turnaround that is out at the end of the driveway.
And when you departed sometime after 12 o'clock of that
evening, Marilyn accoﬁpanied you to the-door?

Yes.

Now, do you recall when you went out she stood in the

doorway and watched your departure?
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No, I don't recall.
Where was she the last time that you saw her?
As I went by her going out the door.
She came to the door?
Yes.
The door was closed?
I think I turned around and said, "Goodnight. Th#ﬂk you
for a very nice time," and then I never turned back again.
You didn't turn back?
No.
Do you know whether or not the:door was closed when you
left the --
I didn't turn back to look. I only assumed --
The last, then, you know about tﬁe door, it was open and
Marilyn was there?
Yes,
Now, you know that Sam never laid a hand on Marilyn, don't
you?
Never, to my knowledge.
Yes. I want to ask you this question,‘Mrs. Ahern:

Why d4id you cﬁme into court éhis morn;ng and say that
in this conversation that you had with Marilyn Sheppard, that
Marilyn said that Dr. Chapman convinced Dr. Sheppard not to

get a divorce, when you testified on July 26th, you said

that Marilyn told you Dr. Sheppard -- that Marilyn told you

-
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that Dr. Chapman told her that Dr. Sheppard was talking

of asking Mrs.

Sheppard for a divorce, and that on the way

up to the ranch, Dr. Chapman and he talked it over, and it

was quite a long chat, and Dr. Sheppard came to the

decision that Mrs. Sheppard

was the one for him and the

one that was right for him, and he was going to make a

fresh start, and apparently that was the decision. He

decided to forget about the divorce, and that had been

his -- that was his decision --

MR. DANACEAU:

Now, walt a minute.

That isn't an accurate reading at all. The

sentence 1is, "He decided to forget about the

divorce that had been
MR. CORRIGAN:
sentence.
MR. DANACEAU:
out that part.
MR. CORRIGAN:
MR. DANACEAU:
beyond that already.
MR. CORRIGAN:

I am going to go back.

in his mind."

That is the next

Yes, but you left

I haven't finished it.
Yes, but you were

You omitted it.

I am going to go back.

"That on the way up to the ranch, Dr. Chapman and he talked

it over, and it was quite a long chat, and Dr. Sheppard came

him
to the decision that Mrs. Sheppard was the one for s

l
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and the one that was right for him, and that he was going _

to try to make a fresh start, and apparently that was his
decision. He decided to forget about the divorce that
had been in his mind. Dr. Chapman told Mrs. Sheppard
this, and she mentioned i1t to me one day."

Now, why did you change your testimony, Mrs. Ahern?
I have been asked to telllit twice, Mr. Corrigan, and I
have been asked to tell it to the best of my recollection,
which is exactly what I did both times, with quite a long

time intervening.

MR. CORRIGAN: All right. That
is all.
MR. PARRINO: No further questions.

(Witness excused at 1:35 p.m.)

—_in, .




