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Editorial Correspondence

The Defense Of The Free World

y THOMAS L. ROBINSON
Publisher, The News
( Editor's Note: This is another it a
series of articles Mr. Robinson is writing
from the capitals of Europe.)
: PARIS, France

FTER spending some very enlighten-
ing hours here at SHAPE. 1 have a
much clearer grasp of the extremely vital

and far-reaching problems facing the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, bet-
ter known as simply TO

Gen. Alfred M. Gruenther. the Su
preme Allied Commander in Europe
graciously reccived me for a splendid

long talk in his own office. For the past
14 months. Gen Gruenther. a brilliant
and dydamic leader, has been in charge
of this command which involves no less
than the destiny of the free world. Gen
Fisenhower was the first Supreme Com
mander. Gen Ridgway followed him, and
pow the total responsibility is on the
shoulders of Gen. Gruenther.

To sit down with Gen. Gruenther and
have him fell you about the immensity
of the task of preparing an adequate
defense of the free world is to realize
that any philosophy of “isolationism” for
the United States or any other free coun-
try will prove to be nof only futile but
disastrous.

Several large maps in Gen. Gruenther’s
office are cloguent testimony to the fact
that the emormous territory controlled
by Soviet Russia makes it mandatory for
the remaining free nations to weld them-
selves together and develop a military
strength and a degree of cooperation
unparalleled in all history. Any weak link
in NATO's armament for defense can
spell disaster.

There is not an atmosphere of undue
alarm at SHAPE, because officers like
Gen. Gruenther and Gen. Lauris Norstad,
his air deputy, realize that much has
been accomplished in the past three and
a half years of intensive activity in build-
ing and strengthening the NATO organ-
ization. Nevertheless, the top leaders of
HAPE are cognizant of the fact that
Russia and her shtellites are steadily
growing stronger, and there must be no
lessening in the great effort to improve
the efficiency and power of a closely
integrated NATO military machine

At the présent time it is believed that
Russia has approximately 175 divisions in
her army. and ber satellites have an
additional 80 divisions. The Russian air
arm consists of some 20,000 planes, most
of them powered with jet engines. As
for her navy, Russia boasts today of an
investment since the war of more than
30 billion dollars in her fleet. which in-
cludes approximately 400 submarines

In Russia today there are about six
million men under arms. Estimates show
that roughly four and a half million of
this number are in the land forces, one
million in the Soviet Air Force and
roughly a half a million in the navy
Reports reaching NATO from reliable
sources show that the Russians are im-
proving their military machine from the
standpoint of the quality of their equip-
ment and the efficiency of their person-
nel
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HE mission of NATO from a military

viewpoint is entirely defensive. The
maintenance of a sound economy in coun-
tries such as Great Britain, France and
Italy have made it impossible to have
standing armies comparable in sheer
numbers to those of Russia. The problem
has been to meet Russia's strength in
manpower with the expert training and
performance of NATO forces, coupled
with a superiority in atomic striking
power. The accomplishments of SHAPE
reveal that in just a few years the va
ous commands in Europe have not only
come into being, but their strength and

capabilities have been constantly im-
proved.
As many of our readers know. the

Northern Command has operational head-
quarters at Oslo. The Central Command
s based at Fontainebleau, only a short
distance from SHAPE. The Southern
Command is at Naples where the U. §
Sixth Fleet can give strong support for
operations. Headquarters for the Med-
iterranean Command is at Malta.

It is the job of Gen. Gruenther and
his staff of about 400 officers, represent-
ing all the NATO member nations, to
administer the activities of these four
major European commands. The work
involves frequent trips by air to all the
sirategic command areas. A leader in
Gen. Gruenther's position must not only

.be an accomplished soldier but also an

ambassador constantly building up a
strong morale as well as eternal vigilance
among the leaders and the people in
every NATO country

A visitor at SHAPE oblains a most
graphic and inspiring impression of in-
ternationalism at work. Here in one
modest building are the officers and
enlisted personnel of the 12 nations com-
prising SHAPE. Language barriers are
swept aside because most of the person-
nel speaks both English and French, and
many of the staff know still more lan-
Ruages

As Gen. Gruenther has repeatedly said,
“If the same strong spirjt of cooperative
action and unity as we have at SHAPE
characterized the relations of the 400
million people of NATO nations, the
peace of the free world would be per-
manently assured ™

Gen. Gruenther's -astute knowledge of
conditions in every country of Europe is
most impressive. He knows far more than
the military status of each nation. The
political situation, although not his re-
sponsibility, is so closely allied with the

ability of each nation to build up its
s{ra‘ngm that. Gen. Gruenther must have
at his command all details regarding the
political and economic developments in
each nation. It is a task of appalling
proportions

The crucial problem at the moment,
and it was stressed by Gen. Gruenther,
is to make certain that West (‘mn.my
makes a major contribution to the “mil-
itary shield” which must protect all of
Western Europe in {he event of an attack
by the Russians.

As | write this Anthony Eden is about
to land in Paris to discuss ways in which
West Germany can be brought into the
future plans for the defense of Furope
The urgency of the situation is felt by
all the militady leaders of SHAPE for
without approximately 12 army divisions
and some 1.200 planes, provided by West
Germany, the total defense forces of
ATO are incomplete.
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T PLEASED ME to have an opportunity
to talk for an hour with U. S. Air
Force General Norstad, the most youth-

ful looking four-star general in any
branch of our service. A shrewd and
articulate analyst of the tremendous

problem of defending Europe with the
aid of air power and atomic weapons.
Gen. Norstad gave me a vivid picture of
the fine progress which has been made
in building some 121 NATO airfields at
strategic points throughout Europe. Some
16 more will soon be added to this num-
ber

From Gen. Norstad I learned bevond a
shadow of doubt that what should and
must continue to give us an essential
measure of security in the western world
is the amazing strength and leadership of
the United States Air Force. Our planes
and those of Great Britain, the two pow-
ers equipped with atomic bombs, are the
margin of superiority which we must
count heavily upon in the event of an
attack from Russia. Gen Norstad's charts
statistics, and other reports of progress in
building the air power of SHAPE gave
me a renewed feeling of confidence.

In conclusion, I would just like to re-
port that nothing has inspired me so
much in my visit to Furope as this
opportunity to see the leaders at SHAPE
and to hear them discuss their tasks.
Although a great deal has been accom-
plished in this vast NATO program of
pooling and coordinating the military
strength of the free nations, it is per-
fectly evident that there is much still to
do. What we must remember in the
United States is that the defense of our
own shores depends upon our willing-
ness to do a superlative job in con-
tributing to NATO. Our first line of de-
fense, and perhaps our last line, is right
here in Europe. We must not forget that
fact

Salute To The Young Democrats

FPHAT smoke you smell today is { -om

political bonfires kindled by hun-
dreds of North Carolina Young Demo-
crats. Charlotte is playing host 1o as
vigorous a band of junior politicians as
the Tar Heel state has seen in years
What is especially interesting is the
fact that this fire and enthustasm is flick-
ering so brightly in a nonpresidential
election year.

North Carolina’s Young Democrats
Club is no cub scout pack of political
amateurs either. Many of the youngsters
packing YDC cards are already veterans
of the arena

It is particularly refreshing to see
such an energetic group at a time when
there is growing concern all over the
nation about the reluctance of youth to
take an active interest in public affairs,
In many places across the land, young
people are shunning public service of
any kind. The time has come, lamented

one educator recently, “when the gen-
eral public must decide whether it wants
to retain some of the best brains in pub-
lic service for the benefit of all the peo-
ple or whether we are going to be sat-
isfied with mediocrity "

The questions raised by this situation
are not academic. The nation needs the
answers for practical reasons. Bigger
problems crop up every day. The so-
lutions—good or bad—shape the institu-
tions of the modern world.

In the past, America has grown big
and powerful on the devotion with which
a whole nation has embraced the oppor-
tunity to serve the community. The na-
tion needs that devotion more than ever
today. One good way to develop it is
through participation in vigorous politi-
cal organizations such as YDC. These
groups represent something more than
partisan political clubs. They are democ-
racy's training academies.

To
STADIVUM
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“. .. and remember the immorta] words of Leo Durocher, ‘Nice guys don't

People’s Platform

win ball games'. ..

‘Condensing’ The Classics

" Charlotte

Editors, The News
OUR EDITORIA!
No ‘Short Cut' To Art." has
come to my attention. In it you
take exception to the RCA Vie-
tor 45 rpm album of records, **The
’ ' in which 12

for

here 1s

s are condensed
the novice listener

You may well ask your editorial
writer why, here in Charlotte,
the Opera Association has had
less support than it deserves or
why the Charlotte Symphony Or-
chestra is spottily attended when
at the same time artists of lesser
talents can fill Memorial Stadium
or an unlamented armory with
horrible acoustice. The answer is
too obvious to hit upon here (al.
though it would make good sub-
Jeet matter for editorial serutiny ).

Less than 16 percent of the
records sold nationally fall into
the category called “classical”
(3 better term: serious). At RCA

Victor we realize that in this oth-
er B4 per cent of the record-buy-
ing public are a great number
who would, if properly exposed,
enjoy, appreciale and love clas-
sical music to the same degree
#s vour writer. But a person
doesn’t just sit down, listen and
immediately comprehend all the
subleties of serious music. In fact,
it can be very complex and fright-
ening to the uninitiated.

“The Listener's Digest” has
attempted, quite successfully in
my opinion, to overcome this dif-
ficulty in presenting the top works
of Beethoven, Brahms, Tchaikow-
sky, et al. in abridged form edit-
ing in much the same manner
you will edit this and other let-
ters to your People's Platform.
The album may be likened to a
first grade reader in school — a
book I doubt your editorial writer
has on his book rack or one which
he will criticize editorially. and
vet, one that accomplishes its
purpose. Thus, the purpose of
“The Listener's Digest” is that
of a primer for the average man
presenting (hese masterpieces in
such a manner as to not over-
whelm him at first exposure
. Several vears ago I attempted
tn have the News run a weekly
column reviewing the better rec-
ords of all labels feeling that this
would generate added interest in
good music. Your refusal was
fast. firm and fimal. Your atti
tude then is in sharp contrast with
your Monday editorial

You carp at the practice of con-
densation in art. Being consistent
you then must feel that the Read
er's Digest is equally at fault with
their condensation of both stand
ard and current literature. How-
ever, | helieve that you will ad
mit that if nothing else this maga-
zine has raised standards by the
practice. I believe, also, that you
bave lost sight of there being a

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

ESPITE all the international furor in Europe would roll across the Rhine.
about rearming Germany, DefenSe oy thig is il reversed. And the amaz-
Secretary Wilson has just signed & Setel g 'thing is that it was reversed under
poliey ‘arder gtalling U arms ShP- pregsure from the Germans themselves.

ments to Germany for 12 to 18 months
after Secretary of State Dulles gives him

tne go-ahead signal

A lot of welllaid Pentagon plans have
For three
vears the Pentagon has been stockpiling
gunl tanks and jeeps for the proposed
Valued at nearly half

been upset by this directive

rman army

a bl|lwn dollars, these arms would cre- aggression. Also

ate a i2division 400.000-man army, an man minority opposed

80,000-man air force, and a 20,000man and the United States cannot

coastal navy. have it claim that Chancellor Adenaver
On Sept. 3. Gen. George C. Stewart, is being pressured

military aid director, announced that into rearming.

these arms would be given to Germany
immediately after the agreements were
signed. Inside a week, he told the press,
trucks, jeeps, and military hardware bor-

LEOPOLD STOKOWSKI
Horizons Extended?

beginning for everyone and criti-
cized one of the most potent tools
that will promote an increased
appreciation for better music.

You state that the album is be-
ing offered for sale. This is def-
initely not the case as the rec-
ords becomeé available only with
the purchase of new RCA Victor
45 rpm record players,

"The Listener’s Digest” is a
constructive step towards helping
people enjoy better music and is
ir. high contrast to the unconstruc-
tive editorial from The News'
slightly jaded “ivory tower."

—B. F. McCUEN
RCA Field Representative

Helping The Novice
Develop His Taste

Charlotte
Editors, The News

ME Listener's Digest” opens

the door to classical misic
for peovle of all ages. The rec-
ords in the series are not de-
signed as substitutes for a com-
plete symphony, tone poem or con~
certo, There is no substitute for

the complete work. | However.
these records are a simplified
and easy-to-listen-to introduction

to great music

They are especially helpful for
those “who feel that a complete
musical work is tao long to absorb
in its entirety on first hearing
“The Listener's Digest" serves as
a guide and short-cut for people
who have avoided classical mu-
sic because they don't know how
to develop their listening ear with-
out some assistance. In short,
the arpose of “The Listener's Di-
e is to make good music
err accessible. It accomplishes
this by excerpting the most fa-
miliar themes from well-known
symphonic and instrumental
sic and relating them to other,

El

less familiar themes from the
same compositions

‘The Listener's Digest™ idea,
while new on phonograph records,
is not pew in fasic appreciation
and has its paraliel in
h(uramre where the classics as
well as new authors have been
presented in condensed form and
have stimulated people to seek
first-hand acquaintance with com-
plete works in their original form
The principle has been applie
with success in fiction, in articles,
in biography, ete. Now it is ap-
plied to music.

Leopold Stokowski,
mumn' s leading

one of the
conductors,

The immortal Masters of Music
have created themes and mel-
odies which were composed by
them in the best of inspiration
The Listener's Digest records
present these inspired moments
in brief and clear form for those
whose time is crowded by modern
life and who wish to enrich and
extend their cultural horizons.”
H. F. FESPERMAN
Manager. Record Dept.
Southern Radio Corp,

Statement Issued On
Snook Brothers Inc.
Daytona Beach, Fla

Editors, The News
SHOULD LIKE to call your at-
tention to an article in The

Charlotte News, dated Aug. 24

1954, which article concerned

some changes recently made in

the firm known as Snook Brothers

Inc. In this article certain state-

ments were made without the

foundation of facts.

I believe your advertising and
news files will substantiate the
fact that Snook Brothers Inc. was
organized in 1945 by myself and
my brother, the late Russell A
Snook. 1 remained, active in the
firm until January of 1949 at
which time I withdrew from the
firm and sold my stock to my
brother.

In 1946 a third brother, Harry
D., became associated with us in
a sales and managerial capacity
and, following my withdrawal, be-
came a stockholder and vice pres-
ident of the firm. His recent re:
ignation now leaves the firm with-
out any of the brothers who were
instrumental in the organization
and growth of the business.

This statement would hardly
have been necessary had the ar-
ticle referred to above been hased
on the facts and because of this
situation I respectfully request
that you either publish this letter
in its entirety in an early issue
of The Charlotte News, or publish
a statement based on the facts
as outlined above, in order that
this situation may be finally clar-
fi

~—HAROLD E. SNOOK

Republicans Being Blamed
For 1954's Economic Pinch

By STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON

HE MUCH advertised trend

toward the Democrats has now
been made official by the Maine
election. After a long trip through
several states, this reporter has
no doubt whatsoever about the
reason for this trend.

People are being pinched in the
packetbook, and they are blaming
this painful constriction on the Re-
publicans. 1t is as simple as that

The Republicans, moreover, are
playing straight into the hands of
the Democrats by claiming that
the country is rolling in prosper-
ity, and that anyone who doubts
this is a “prophel of gloom and
doom.” The fact is that the Eis-
enhower administration has been
the viclim of its own statistics.
MISLEADING

It is statistically accurate fo
say that the country is prosperous
—marvelously prosperous by the
standards of the thirties, reason-
ably prosperaus by any stand-
ards. But this statistical truth is
utterly misleading politically.
Almost everywhere this report-
heard the same
mn.us aren’t too good
s, there were
ns — coal in

and farm
prices textiles i
New Jersey. In New York, up-
state milk prices are down, and

there is serious unemployment in
many upsiate one-industry towns
In Ohio, people tell you: *‘This
is steel country, you know, and
steel’s been operating al onh two-
thirds of capacity

Again and again, the (raveling
reparter runs into the political
symptons produced by this eco-
nomic malaise
JUMPED THE TRACES

In Kentucky, the able Republican
Senator, John Sherman Cooper,
is not given much of a chance of
re-election anyway. But he would
be given no chance at all if he
had not jumped the administration
traces and voted for high farm
price supports

In New York, W. Averell Har-
riman, probable Democratic nom-
ince for governor, expects to base
his campaign squarely on the is-
sues of unemployment and upstate
milk prices — and he expects to
win on these issues

In Ohio, the Democratic incum-
bent, Sen. Thomas Burke, start-
ed out talking about such recon-
dite matters as foreign policy. But
recently he had a chat with Da-
vid L. Lawrence, mayor and true
Democratic  boss of Pittsburgh,
Pa. Lawrence told him of a care-
ful survey he had initiated, which
showed that unemployment and
under-employment were the first
concerns of an amazingly high
propartion of voters in the Pitts-
burgh area. Now Burke has de-
cided to build his campaign very
largely around such economic is-
sues

The Republicans are giving a
free boost to Democratic cand
dates like Burke and Harriman
by adopting the line that there
are no economic issues and that
everything is just Jim Dandy on
the economic front

It is quite true that in man,
arcas “things aren't oo good"
only by comparison with the cre;
of the biggest boom this country
has ever had. But if you poir
out to a man who had a million
dollars, and who just lost half of
it, that he is still in pretty good
shape financially, it does not make
him_ any happier. Nor is he likely
{o thank you for being so cheer
ful about his loss.

FARMER UNHAPPY

The farmer whose cash income
is down 20 per cent is not ha
py. nor is the industrial orker
who no longer gets fime-and-a-
half overtime pay and has 1o
send the n hing machine
back to lhe =lnu\ Nor is the own
er of the store, who may be get-
ting by all nzhl. but whose busi-
ness was booming last year. These
people — and there are many
millions of them — are not made
any happier by Republican boasts
about  prosperity

The fact is that the Republi
cans have a good deal to boast
about, where the domestic econ.
omy is concerned. The adminis-
tration inherited a farm price sup.
port system which was already
breaking down, and which would
have collapsed ignominiously it
the administration had attempted
to continue it. The administration
also inherited a hoom supported
by very heavy government spend.
ing, and the spending has- been
curtailed without trning the boom
into a bust.

NOT JIM DANDY

These things are true. But, as
anyone who travels around the
country with his eyes open can
see, it is just not true that every-
thing is Jim Dandy on the eco-
nomic front. And precisely be
cause this is the current Repub.
lican line, it is wonderfully easy
far the Democrats to picture the
Eisenhower administration as a
creature of big business, callously
indifferent to the troubles of the
farmer, the industrial worker, and
the little business man.

This is not true either, of
course. But it is effective politics.
And it is distinetly not effective
politics to tell many millions of
voters, who have taken a pain-
ful cut in income, and who are
feeling the pinch, that they are
really as prosperous as all get-

If the Republicans are to have
a ghost of a chance in November,
the administration has got to per-
suade these millions of voters that
it is not indifferent to their trou-
bles, and that things are going to
get better, not worse. And it has
gol to do so in a hurry.

Eden Eyes Political Omens
While Fixing Foreign Policy

By DORIS FLEESON

LONDON

sn.‘m: BRITISH domestic politics

is involved in the sudden, swiit

search of Foreign Secretary An-

thony Eden for an acceptable form
of German rearmament

A sizeable chunk of British vot
ers has just made it clear in a
her roundabout but unmistak-
able way that it has misgivings
about rearming its old acquaini-
ances of the blitz and buzz-
pombs. They are Labor volers, it
is true, so the immediate prob-
lem belongs to that world trav-
eler and author, Clement Attlee.

But Mr. Eden has been lean-
ing comfortably on a bi-partisan
approach to _foreign policy in
which Attlee helped to take care
of the Bevanite danger A x
Gallup poll has just shown that
Labor could mow win a general
clection—an omen of popular sup-
port for Labor views that no sen-
sible politician would disregard,
TIME TO ACT

The Tory foreign secretary may
well feel that time is of the es-
sence, hefore a drift is set in
motion which cannot be stemmed.

What Mr. Eden is said to have
in mind, to still the alarms and
excursions of his right wing and
the Labor left, is a proposal for
some kind of inspection system
for all the forces committed to
the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization. This would include
Germany, wm- he hopes to bring
Termany into NATO.

t would n'\n include two great
NATO powers—the United States
and Great Britain—who for them-
selves would not accept the curb-
ing of their sovereignty which

was an integral part of the de-
funct European Defense Commu-
nily, Just . how Americans and

British — civil officials, military
commanders and public opinion —
would feel about giving NATO in-
spectors wide powers over their
NATO units is 4 question.
CLOSE TO THE ATOM

In the case of the United States
and probably Britain, such in
spectors might come uncomforta-
bly close to the alom or even

nuclear fission. This is admitted
here. It is still argued that the
Germans will rearm and that
now, rebuffed on EDC, they prob-

ably cannol be made to do more
than any of their western asso-
ciates are willing to do.

The upset in British politics
came during a congress of the
British Trades Union, the biggest
and stanchest pillar of the Labor
party. The congress is generally
accepted as a preview of the par-
ty conference next month.

Unexpectedly a routine resolu-
tiom that a rearmed ‘Germany
should have a share in Western
defense passed by only a narrow
in with a card vote of 3.6
million against the general coun-
cil which recommended it. As-
suming that the unions vote again
al Labor's party conference as
they have done, they possibly
may, with the Bevanites, defeat
the Attlee leadership.

Such political arithmetic can bs
changed by the march of events.
Notably. the Congress showed na
signs of swallowing some Rus-
sian propaganda in the form of
an enticing invitation to send a
trade union delegation to Moscow,
and voted it down hard. Never.
theless, the headlines read that
opponents of German rearma
ment may have conquered the
Labor party.

U. S. Will Delay Arms To Germany

men to use the arms,

prior

Meanwhile, the great

der patrol,

rowed from Gen. Gruenther's U. S. forces

The Pentagon will withhold
shipments until the Germans have trained

by the United States

macht, now reduced to a 12,000 man bor-
is to be built up. This will
take two years. So the sending of arms to

one year

the arms

arms can't

What the Germans feared was that by
rushing the hardware across the
to training a German army,
United States would be inviting Russian
there is a strong Ger

Rhine
the

to rearmament,
afford 10 pe ysed to get
On Aug. 28

German wehr-

Germany must be delayed for at

Note—U. 8. military nnn complain Ih.n
the German stockpile lies up a lot
U. § storage space in m« United Qtam
and Europe which the Penluaon needs
for its own equipment. By O
storage problem will be critical,
be shipped. all.

Hush-Hush On Joe

Some of Joe McCarthy
now getting the hush-hush treatment fi
the press. It's a decided contrast to

for instance,
a big $100-a-plate Republican dinner in
San Diego which netted
the dinner was amply
San Diego. papers, most other papers in
California and elsewhere ignored it
press associations sent out

least
The

an

r, this
yet the

activities are politic
m  McCar
hat

Joe attended  Note

Though
covered by the

The
dis-

when

brief

but ignored the
tor {rom Californ

be dabbling a bit in politics lately,
at the same hotel with McCarthy during

at the same hotel the

patches, but not much got into print
dinner was  significant, g
because it has been stated at Republi-
headquarters
campaign only in states where requested,
It has also been stated unofficially by
friends of the President that the White
House didn't want him to campaign at

howev

that McCarthy would

Obviously he must have got clearance
from Ike's
of California

enate leader, Bill Knowland
to attend such an important

dinner. and it's interesting that
v mentioned Knowland warmly
nllm Rr‘-\uhll,an sena-

Tom Kuchel
1. Edgar Hoover, who seems to

was

o San Diego. The two were

summer before

Hoover gave his press interview
praising McCarthy.




