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The Disturbing Case Of Ernest Steen

k d be done ahout

as a warped mind

JOMETHI
his man

He h
Anyone with such a record is danger-
ous
That was

tion of Ernest B

Recorder’s Court

Judge J. Ed Stuke's evalua
Steen, voiced in County
Tuesday. Steen’s police
substance to Stuke's state-

record gave
ment

Steen served five years for assault and
battery in the ’30's. Shortly after his
release he was charged with assault and
battery with intent to kill

He got a suspended sentence, and
less than a month later was sentenced
to five years on a third aggravated
assault charge.

He was released shortly, and received
several sentences on minor counts in
South Carolina courts during the early
'40's. In 1943, he was sentenced in Wil
mington, N, C., to 30 days on the county
farm. on e condition that he get out
of town as soon as he had served his
time

Then followed several other skirmish.
es with the law. including one in Meck-
lenburg County in January, 1946, when a
30-day sentence for drunkenness was
suspended on condition that he leave the
county.

He went from here back to Wilmington
where, (wo weeks later, he was picked
up on a vagrancy count and another
judge told him to move along. te stay
out of the county for two years

So he moved along, back to Columbia,
S. C., where his police record has begun
There, in March, 1946, he was sentenced
to a year for assault and battery with
intent to kill and for carrying a concealed
weapon

In 1947 he got 15 months on another
aggravated assault cahrge.

His record has included counts of
vagrancy, drunkenness. disorderly con-
duct, trespassing. In 1948 he was sen-
tenced to five years in the South Caro-
lina state prison on a housebreaking
charge.

County patrolmen picked him and
three other men up Saturday at a gravel
pit off Highway 16 where they had been
drinking canned heat, and where he hit
one of his fellows with a piece of iron

ES. something should be doné about
this man, as the judge said. And the
answer is not the one decreed by the
judge. He gave Steen 90 days on the
road, after which he is to get out of
Mecklenburg County, and stay out for

two years. One of Steen's
Walter Budd Melton
sentence.
he too0 g

suspended on
t a

move on ahd nof b

Mecklenburgers for at |

Perhaps some of us

do not appreciate the Before
them appear each week the flotsam of
the region, people who are depraved,

deranged, men and women who do not
have the intelligence to live a normal life.
or once-normal men and women whose
faculties have been dimmed by the dis-
ease of alcoholism, extreme hardship,
and mental disorders. Many of them are
originally from other counties or other
states. The judge knows that state and
local institutions are overtaxed. The
judge knows too, from the frequency
with which they in court, that
many of the defendints are seemingly
incorrigible. So. as in this case, they get
a road sentence or a suspended sen-
tence, along with the order to move
along. Next case,

Judge Stukes and some other judges
have long and logically argued for a
state habitual criminal law. But we
could better appreciate their atlitude if
they were fully utilizing existing com-
munity resources for rehabilitating—or
committing to an institution those who
are beyond hope—the people who come
before them. The fact is that, with the
exception of Judge Willard Gatling's
juvenile court, the lo courts aren't
taking advantage of existing agenci
staffed by willing and experienced py
sonnel, who could ease the courts’ bur-
den, and perhaps save and resfore some
lives.

e
HE Mental Health Clinic, the Family
& Children's Service and other com-
munity agencies would be glad to help
the courts. Perhaps Ernest Steen is be.
vond hope—or maybe he isn't. No one
has determined that. If there seems {o
be no chance of helping him, far hetter
it would be to have him committed to
an institution, if medical examiners be-
lieve the facts warrant it, instead of
turned loose to roam and perhaps to kill
The judges and the social workers
ought to get together. and find out how
they can help each other. And we think
that as a first step they should meet
together, perhaps under the auspices of
the Social Planning Council, and finally
get well acquainted with each other and
their common problems.

Cool Heads For The Age Of Anxiety

HE alarm ¢lock rang in Raleigh. After

months of drowsing, North Carolina
was at last moving into action on prob
lems of what some call Dixie's “age of
anxiety” The questions raised by the
Supreme Court’s historic decision outlaw-
ing public school segregation were for
the very first time receiving the full
attention of the governor's special ad-
visory committee.

For 2 1/2 hours, committeemen were
closeted with the governor and with Atty
Gen. Harry McMullan. When  they
emerged, Chairman Tom Pearsall issued
the crisp, simply worded statement which
set the objective of the study that was

finally underway “To approach the
problem with an n mind, with the
hope and expectation that the public

school system of North Carolina can be
preserved and strengthened

The words had a true ring. They indi
cated that North Carolina will seek to
avoid the reckless remedy of some
southern neighbors—states which would
utterly destrov their present school sys-
tems rather than submit to any degree
of integration

If this is indeed the feeling
governor and of his committee, it is an
admirable dne North Carolina cannot
afford to cast its lot with the barn burn-
ers of civilization. The state has no other
course but to accept the law laid down
by the highest court in the land and
attempt to work out honorable methods
of compliance. 0 choose any other
course of action would cost the state its
respect for law and order,

of the

From The Boston Herald

A BABY'S

o |X MONTHS OLD and something new
every day

Turn over and see fhe world upside

down, flip back and see it right way
round. Laugh at the fun of it. Grab the
doll, It's soft, wonderfully soft—and red
and blue and round

See the shadow of a leaf dancing

across the wall and feel the funny dog's
nose. Make a sound—just any old sound
—and revel in its repetition. A squeak
2 squeal, a cough, a giggle, over and
over, so you won't lose the magic

Put a thumb in your mouth, or a cor-
mer of the blanket, the hard round rattle
the soft doll's foot or even your own big
toe, yesterday's discovery

Arch your back and swing your arms
look over your head. Push up on
ds and then fall on your f
in nnnl again. Hear the
- opening and the ke
g on the stove
Sleep deep relaxed sleep and wake to

)

It has been pointed out that a free
private school system—denying admission
to otherwise qualified Negroes—might be
declared unconstitutional. Equally ques-
tionable is the proposal that the state pay
each family with children the money to
finance private education. It is also
doubtful that the state has constitutional
authority 1o support church schools
through grants to pay pupi tuitions.

Even the much-discussed *Mississippi
Plan," a complicated legal device de-
signed to thwart the court's ruling and
deny Negroes their rights, would rob the
state of its honor. Law and respect for
law are the great sources of strength for
both the state and the nation. No state
can make a mockery of the law and
retain its self respect in the long sweep
of history

Solutians to the problem of integra-
tion can be found—honorable solutions
It is the duty of the governor's 19 con
mitteemen—aided by the Institute of Gov
ernment study presented Wednesday—to
search earnestly for such solutions.

It is hoped that the group will recom-
mend that North Carolima participate in
the fall hearings before the Supreme
On the basis of these hearings,
the court will implement its May 17 de
cision. The state has too large a stake in
the nature of the court’s final decree to
sit on the sidelines, As Institute of Gov-
ernment Director Albert Coates has said,
there is no guarantee that others will
conceive or satisfactorily demonstrate the
case for a pattern of adjustment which
best fits the needs of the state.

Court

WORLD

be picked up. tossed, tickled and hugged
See a new face, feel it—nose, hair, glasses,
Hear new words, find the cord on the
telephone and the shining red surface
a magazine. Recognize the bottle and
later taste a new food—funny. strange,
different, like nothing you've ever even

thought of—good.
e shadows and shapes, the world dis-
\uhfl by the bars @f a playpen, the

world jogging along over your daddy's
shoulder. Feel warmth and a cool breeze,
hear new sounds and new words. Reach
for new things. things bright and dull
soft and hard, round and straight, mov-
ing and still, everything new, wonderful
exciting all the day long

to a physician, hydrops at
ment that makes peo-
themselves than to
¢ umbo? Where we
it swello of the
xTv. (GA

NEWS.

‘Stand Fast, Men—They're Armed With Marshmallows’

E£sOL uTION
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GIRL SCOUTS
OF AMERICA

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given. but mav he withheld from
publication in the discretion of the Editors, The News reserves the right to condense,

Foreign Policy
Errors Bipartisan

Pittshoro

Editors, The News
CAN'T see any justification
for our “yapping al what

happened at the Geneva Con

ference recently, nor can I see
what Stevenson hopes to accom
plish by his general tirade
against the Republicans for the

US. “default” in Indochina

Admittedly, our connection
with the Indochina situation is
unsavory, il not sordid. How=
ever, the responsibility is cer-
tainly not a party one. The Dem-
ocratic administration initiated
the unhappy connection. It was
generally accepted at the close
of the Second World War that
colonialism was just about as
dead as a dodo, that it was defi-
nitely on its way out. England
acted upon that conclusion. She
granted India’s millions freedom
and began conditioning the re-
mainder of her colonial posse
sions for independence and
membership in British Common-
wealth of Nations. We urged the
Dutch to follow suit, which they
did, with the result that Indo
mesia is now among the inde-
pendent nations of the world
However, we wanted air bas
in France and North Africa; so
we not only did not use our re.
fraining infl">nce in favor of
ireedom for t : Indochinese, but
actually wen to the aid of
France in every manner except
in the form of combat soldiers
with the result that we became
suspected, if not hated, by most
of the Asian peoples. And there
is nothing in the record to the
effect that such an unfortunate
diplomatic misstep was opposec
by the Republicans in or out of
Congress, (And I might add that
I heretofore had great respect
for Stevenson's intellectual hon:
esty.)

But T can't

understand how
we can hope to accomplish any
thing or maintain the respect of
the peoples of the world by our
in-and-out. irresponsible conduct
generally in foreign affairs, We
should not have taken any part

in the Chinese civil war, but w
did. Having done so, we should
have followed through te the

logical end of our commitment
The result has been as might
have been foreseen, We disam

Diew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
demagogues

’EARS ago when

demagogues it wasn't safe to speak  McCarthy tapped Cooper a couple
to anyone around the Senate fact, more times with his wand, but, finding
Sen.# Boies Penrose, the famed boss of bearbaiting such a friendly bear as German-property lobby

Pennsylvania. once had

fired for saying good morning Tydings, whose photo he had once faked

Nowadays, however in a friendly pose with Earl Browder,
speak. Some speak for fear thereby causing Tydings' defeat. it against the United States in
fend a constituent: some because 'y Chuckling, Joe poked the ex-senator War
are just naturally friendly; and one of from Marviand in the ribs with the  One of those
two because thev like to bedevil others. wooden wand and asked how he was of the facts was Howard

Which category the following falls into " w[ gont want any part of you" re. thor of “Treason’s Peace,
we will let the reader judge for him. d Tydings, with as mueh @ignity as &
self. Sen. John Cooper of Kentucky, one - h g

» man can muster when his ribs are poked.

of the few Republicans

Carthy, was waiting for a e ele M -

vator. when exSen. Millard Tydings of Indian Charlie, " went inio gales of

Maryiand.  who was defeated  by® Me. laughter. Poking Tydings again, he an

Carthy, approached. They spoke pleas “muntwl i Do you know my assistant, Dougherty,
antly and cordially r. Carr

Then,
pudgy assistant, ex-FBI
Frank Carr
wooden map pointer
hers to

r on the shoulder

an elevator boy

who has an
nounced he would vote to censure Me-

out of nawhere, McCarthy him
self joined them, accompanied by
investigator

In McCarthy’s hand was a
as is used by
illustrate a
roached the clevator he
h the pointer and jokingly

pointed Chiang Kai-shek and his
followers and infuriated the op
position, Red China. Further
more, we nov know that we are
not going fo aitempt to restore
Chiang, but permit him to hang
on to the hope and at an ex
pense of some 300 million dollars
annually to the American tax
payers, with the resultant con
tinual enragement of the Chi
nese Reds, If this is getting any-
where fast, [ can't see it

Then we come along and do
just about the same thing with
respect to Indochina. We aid
and encourage the French to
oppose the natural aspirations
of these peoples as well as fight
for a cause generally recognized
as a dead one, and when the go-
s tough we condition our
help on the cooperation
and

The reasonable forecast is
we will be forced to abandon our
air bases throughout the world
or lose our allies. If any peoples
ever had oceasion for mon-po-
litical, serious thinking we Amer-
leans now have that occasion

—JOHN HESTER

Study The Issues And
Candidates’ Views

Charlotte

Edifors, The News
OTERS of this country have
a chance this year to show
that in a democracy the people
can_correct their past errors
There was more emotion than
caution when the American peo-
ple in 1952 elected an adminis-
tration and a Congress pledged
to destray most of the

cial reforms that were
in the previous 20 years. ere
nd Ameri:

that the
¢ learning a les-
son after a year and a half of the
administration’s  reac
and bungling in

jobs, smaller pay-
chiscks nd toaahee Intacgiatie
tions of the TaftHartley law is
the price the working people are
for the luxury of a

“crusade” calls for allow-
tates to oullaw the right

e o picket, pronoses low-
ering of farm income, calls TVA
“creeping socialism” and along
with the above, gives the na

the situation, managed to
were

Cooper not much fun,

Whereupon McCarthy,

Carr seemed hurt
his

the louder.

map. continued his taunting

plied, “Oh, not too bad, Joe.”

he turned to

who claims to
have studied his fighting techniques under

to observe anyone
show a lack of respect for his bess, but
this only seemed to make Joe laugh all

As the group got on the elevator,
“It sure is good

tion's oil resources away

We find that while unemploy-
ment grows they have opeiid
new tax loopholes for the
wealthy. They are offending and
baffling other free nations of
the world, while letting Commu

nists in_Asia_eall our bluff.
Things have been tough and
they will be tougher, if we the

elect another bad Con-
gress which will pass more of
the administration’s “dynamic
programs.”

In the South, where primary
elections are usually tantamount
fo election, it seems that the
Dixiecrats and Republicrats who
were riding high on the band
wagon in 1948 and 1850 and who
supported Tke in 1952 have heen
completely shattered. In spite of
the Supreme Court’s ruling on
segregation, the people of Ala-
bama and North Carolina have
spoken and have ignored at
tempts by politicians who at-
tempted to promote race hatred
in their eampal

people

gns

The President’s stubborn loy-
power utility _lobbies
y helped Estes Kefauver

ent

gre:
win his
nessee. The TV
ing socialism”

mpaign in Ten-
is still “creep-
in minds of Ike's
advisers. Only this year he di-
rected the AEC to contract with
a private utility power to build
a steam plant to supply elec-
tricity in the TVA area at a
cost of 91 million dollars, more
than if the AEC had been per-
mitted to contract with TVA.
Results of this directive will be
power rates generally in
area

Yes, we, the American people,
may learn our lesson before this
administration has finished its
tenure in office. In order that
we may continue our social re-
forms of past years, we have 1o
be more alert, we have to be
more informed of the things that
are taking place in our Capitol

And we have to register and
vote when the time comes, We
have to show more interest in
candidates that seek offices of
our great country. We have to
study the different philosophies
of the two parties and seek the
ome that accords with the think-
ing of us, the people

—IL. LIS SURLES,

Pres,, Labor's League For
Political  Action, Meeklen-
burg County.

smile as he re-

Thomas W,
todian under

der Harding, was also charged with taking
German bribes, but got off,
hung jury which voted eleven to une for

conviction,
In 19

Sen
Joe

German Property Lobby

One backstage factor that helped put
roadblacks in the path of the return-the

that the German lobby had spent sev
eral millions for the return of industrial
property after World War I only to use

the backstage bribery and underhanded
lobbying after the first war, as follgws:
Miller, alien property cu:
Harding,
ed of taking huge bribes from German
agents to permit the return of Germanm

introduced a resolution to investigate the
alleged lobby of the new

Candidates Focus Attention
On The 21 Million Veterans

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

Washington
E CTIONS are just around
the corner, and the veteran
vote is one of the most pe
ve of all the groups that a
homecoming congressman and
his opponent like to appeal to.
How big is it? Where is it lo-
cated

Today, according to estimates
of the Veterans Administration,
there are nearly 21 million vet
erans in the country. Some 3,
300,000 of these did their fight.
ing in World War 1-—146,000 liv
ing veterans hark back to still
earlier wars—but most of them
are veterans of World War II
or Korea. Some 800.000 of the
15,400,000 World War 11 vet
erans also fought in Korea Of
the 2,700,000 Korean veteran
1.900,000 saw service after 195
for the {irst time.

Back in civilian life, veterans
are distributed rather unevenly
among the various states. New
York, for instance, numbers
nearly 10 per cent of all vet-
erans among its population, with
2,066,000 of them. Other states
with more than a million vet-
erans are California, Pennsyl-
vania, Illinois, Ohio and Texas.

But even in the more sparsely
settled states, veteran constity
ents are numerous and prop
tionately influential

Of the country’s tot
685,000 veterans of all
448,000 are currently locate:
North Carolina. Of these
000 are veterans of World War

al of

wars,

1. Korean veterans, some ol
whom also fought in World War
11, mumber 72,000 in Noith
Carolina

Veterans of World War 1
number 3,257,000, of who
000 live in North Carolina, alor
with 2,000 of the 146.000 living
veterans of still earlier wars
Among late actions of the «
pa

sage
ans bills, including legislation to
increase by 5 per cent the sery
ice-connected compensation pav:
ments of approximately 2347
000 veter widows and de
pendents, The House had passed
this bill July 21 on a 3980 roll-
call vote, despite a statement by
Majority Leader Charles A. Hal-
leck (RInd) that the benefit
increase exceeded the rise in
the cost of living.

If You Don't Want To Get

Hexed, Holler

Hare, Hare'

By CECIL PRINCE
Charlotte News Editorial Writer

HIS day black omens threat
the brightest fair.’"—Pope
P

Call Cagliostro, Merlin and
Circe, Summon up the weird sis.
ters and send for Graiae and the
witch of Endor.

Friday the 13th comes but once
in 1954

This is it

Afraid of black cats, evil omens,
i1l winds, voodoo spells and dou-
ble whammies® Better hide un-
der the bed til midnight

Frida is proverbially the
week's unluckiest day but when it
falls on the 13th — head for the
hills. To superstitious souls, this
double-jinx combination is worse
than losing a lucky-piece in a
graveyard.

H»w did it all start? Experts
Friday superstitions are
l:.vl ed back to the Crucifixion

But none of the ancients liked
the day.

FATEFUL FRIDAYS

Tradition has it that the Bible's
great flood and all the confusion
in the Tower of Babel started on

Friday. Eve was supposed to have
templed Adam with an apple on
Friday. In Norse legend, Friday

was the day chosen by witches for
strange meetings. Throughout Eu-

rope, it was known as ‘Hang
man's Day" — favorite time for
executions

The super-superstitious insist it’s
a bad day to move from one house
to the other or begim new work
—unless it's finished by midnight

To make maiters worse, Fri-
days are supposed to be evil for

Oh, No! Not On Friday the 13th!

was a reminder

World  here”
who reminded senators
Ambruster, au-

who recalled

was

attorney general un-

thanks to a
Carthy

During and after
ious German
showing how
had played in
On Jan
Count Von Berndorff sent a messa
the Berlin foreign office asking for au.
thority to pay out $50,000 “as on former
occasions’

That Carolina Accent

During the Senate debate on censuring
MecCarthy, Indiana’s roly-poly Sen, Homer
(anPhaﬂ got so excited defending Mec-
that he

courtships, weddings and birtha.
A bed turned on Friday means
sleepless nights ahead. Further-
more, it's unlucky to visit the sick
on Friday or accept a new job.
And criminals can expect a
tougher sentence if tried on Fri-
day.

It’s even bad to cut your nails
on Friday and, according to an
old saying, “blankets washed on
Friday dry too quickly.”

Thirteen has had an unsavory
reputation ever since man learned
to count. Some trace it to the
story of the Valhalla banquet in
Greek mythology. Twelve gods
were invited but Loki, spirit of
strife and mischief, intruded to
make it 13 and Baldar, favor-
ite of the gods, was killed

Others link it to the Last Sup-
per (Christ and the 12 Disciples
attended, making 13) but even
pre-Christian Europeans took a
dim view of the number

““Thirteen in a room means one
will die before the year is out,”
men used to mutter darkly

In 1931 there were 56 many nro
fests to a Friday the 13th eailint
of the Aauitania that the vessel
was held in port — until one min-
ute after midnight

But shout as loud as you wrrt
to — 13 is a lucky number for
Americans. Because of the 1% oriz-
inal states, the figure is used s
bolically on many official insig-
nia, For instance, take the back of
that nice green good luck piece in
your pocket — the dollar bill
There are 13 leaves and berries
on the olive branch and the
eagle's left talon 'HM~ 13 arrows.
ADVICE FOR NEXT YEAR

For doubting Thomases still
fearful of the unholy combina.
tion of Friday and 13, there is
cheering news Thaumalurgms
tell of one surefire way to r
move the hex. It's too late for use
now (nothing, but nothing can
save you now) but clip and file
for the future.

It works this way: On the night
the 12th, hop over
the foot of the bed and shout lus-
tily, “Rabbit! Rabbif

These must be your last words
before g to sleep. Even a
mumbled “Goodnight” will break
the spell

Then when you awaken on the
morning of the 13th, hop back ov-
er the foot of the hed onto the

floor shouting “Hare! Hare!"
Nothing can touch you for the
rest of the day. Teke the word

of a shaman we know
There was this one case though
in Walla Walla, Wash., where a
citizen bounded out of bed with
such vigor and enthusiasm that he
plunged right through an open
window and fell — you guessed
13 floors to the pavement
shouting “Hare! Hare!” every
inch of the way. Moral: Some
days it just doesn't pay to get out
of bed — no matter how much

demonology you know

M'Carthy’s Taunts Left Tydings Cold

former government employe, then a lob-
byist for German dye interests

One of those
of German
gressman Herman Metz of New York
stated publicly
bribing of the dyers
are not doing it;

working for the return
property was_former Con
wha
“So much is made of this
The Gert

their agents

it was

World War 1 var.
documents were seized,
important a part bribery
influencing Washingion,
22, 1917, German Ambassad

to influence Congress,

looked as if he were

playing baseball. Lifting one leg in the

William King of Utah

American coal  Se

air as if he were pitching baseball, he
hanud hl: fist on the desk. Out in the

Alex Wiley of

to see you again, Millard,” he said, this and tar dyes industry which was com- Wisconsin c “There go the
tapping his political foe on the peting against the Germans. King urged Indiana bellows again” Just as Cape-
fer instead of the ribs that German property be returned. hart hit his climax, South Carolinas
as it When the elevator door opened and  Eight years later, a Senate committee Sen. Burnie Maybank let owt a weird
d. th 1 the ways came, Joe out the fact that Sen. King had bellow that sogaded like “booo.” Ac-

ics a cheery goodby, once od $1.000 in cash as a aign  tually, it was Miybank's Charleston, S

his wand contribution from Eugene R. Pickrell, C, disiaat M wae calling for a vota




