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Why Can't Planning Be Countywide?

timorous step toward joint

planning has been taken
But instead of endorsing proposals for
a broad countywide planning program,
the City Council has approved a com-
promise Tesolution calling for a system
which would excl all of Mecklenburg's
small incorporated fowns. In fact, the
name of the proposed new agency would
not even be the Mecklenbur arlotte
Planning Board, as suggested earlier It
would be known, significantly, as the
Greater Charlotte Planning Commission

This proposal—while infinitely better
than Mayor Phil Every’s plan for
two separate hmmi\ and one technical
staff—still sidesteps the main issue.
What Mecklenburg needs is an effective,
comprehensive planning program for the
whole county. How can there be com-
plete coordination if the little loeal iron
curtains are maintained® How can there
be an all-inclus blueprint for the
entire community (in this case, Mecklen-
burg County) in the light of changing
ph economic and social require-
ments and resources if there are gaping
holes in that blueprint?

Perhaps these small towns do not have
planning problems today. But the task
of the planners is to prepare today for
tomorrow's expected needs. They must
first determine how much land will be
needed during the next decades for the
various uses that can be expected to be
made of it—for homes, schools, stores
factories, warehouses, parks, farms—and
then determine the best possible pat-
tern of relationships among these fulure
uses.

No community can produce a plan
that stops at one point and takes up at
another if it really wanls to promote its
own sound future development. There
should be no gaps in the system. Gaps
only tend to freeze existing conditions
in the smaller towns—conditions which
may or may not be desirable

Since ancient fimes, man has dreamed
of building beautiful, healthy cities. Few
have been built. First there was Harappa
in India; then Ur and Kish in Mesopo-
tamia; Thebes, Karnak, the cities of
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and so on to Troy, Sparta,
Athens. In time. they all
edges, their roften
American cities have
of the same old traps
growth and
of the greater physical
communities over vastly

ancient Crete
Corinth and
had their frayed
centers. Mo
fallen into m
partly bec
partly beca
spread of U. S
larger land

But many rican cities—like Char:
are still young and still in forma-
tive stages of development. The oppor
tunity for intelligent planning is still
present, New metropolitan areas like
Mecklenburg County can avoid the mis-
takes of the past

Elihu Root once described a city as
a multitude of human impulses” He
recognized the basic fact that cities are
man-made, It is also true that the prob-
lems of cities are man-remediable—if
the people are willing to take up the
proper tools and accept no halfway sub-
stitutes

The proposal endorsed “in principle™
vesterday is a makeshift measure. It can
and should be improved. But if it is the
best that can be hammered out on the
anvil of government at this time, we must
be thankful for this measure of progress.
We strongly urge, however, that the gov-
erning bodies of Mecklenburg work
toward the day when the entire county
may be taken into planning partnership.

Consolidation

']‘HERE'S but one thought we would
like to add to George C. Franklin's
excellent statement, elsewhere on this
page, on the annexation vs. incorporation
issue

He details the difficulties. the costli-
ness and the duplication involved in
setting up another municipality alongside
an existing one.

The point we wish to make is this:

Many of these disadvantages apply
locally already, as between city and coun-
ty governments.

One community government—consoli-
dation—is the ultimate answer.

Clark Was Wrong About U. N.’s Role

FORMER general, now a college

president, made some ill-considered
remarks about the United Nations Tues-
day. The former general who is now
President properly answered them yes-
terday.

Mark Clark, head of The Citadel in
South Carolina, had told the Senate In-
ternal Security subcommittee that he
didn’t have much respect for the U. N,
that it hadn't contributed much to solu-
tion of world problems, and that its loca-
tion in this country permitted Soviet
spies to run around this country. He
said the U. N. should be organized “as
a United Nations against
Union,” and the U. S8 should break off
diplomatic relations with the Soviet
Union and its satellites.

When asked to comment
remarks at his news conference, Pri
dent Eisenhower said that the U. §. could
not possibly serve its interests by sever-
ing diplomatic relations with Russia,
that many world tensions have eased
the last couple of years. The U. N. he
said, affords a forum. If*it sometimes
appears that the Reds use this forum for
propaganda purposes it may be, he in-
dicated, that the Reds are more adroit
in this field than Americans are.

Clark had made the common error of
assigning responsibility for world prob-
Jems to the organization that tries to
cope with them, instead of to the con-
ditions which produced them. That is like
saying the Charlotte Police Dept. doesn't
amount to much because the crime rate
here is high, or the FBI isn't much good
there have been quite a few
bank robberies in the state recently.

Soviet citizens can roam the U N. at

on Clark

because

will wi mw' gelting any wvital U §
secrets, for the simple reason that vital
secrets aren't taken there. T of

Soviet representatives in this country is

restricted. As an old cloak-and-dagger
ut to head :
entral Intel
knows that espionage is a subtle
that cannot be stopped by ousting
U. N. delegations and embassy staffs.
let's form a U, N. against the Soviet
From The Winston-Solem Journal

SKIM

_x A LOCAL PARTY the other night,
£\ the conversation was proceeding bril-
liantly. Gabbling and small talk were
going along at a peppery rate, and peo-
ple seemed to be in perfect rapport.
Then a man said, “Well, if George is
able to do that, Tl give him credit for
pulling the skimption of the year
“Skimption?" said his wife. The other

people in his immediate circle looked
blank

“Yes. skimption,”" he repeated. "It's a
perfectly good word

One outspoken woman remarked, "l
am undefeated in Scrabble so this
vear. I know strange words, like zax and

challenge
a game

syzygy. But 1 would certainly
it you used skimption in

me.

They argued there is no such word

the Soviet

Union, says Clark. What does he think
the purpose of NATO, the proposed South-
east Asia Pact and the worldwide net-
work of alliances is? It is through these
agencies that the free world mobilizes
its defenses against Soviet aggression.
The U. N. does not hamper their opera-
tion. It helps. It is the one and only
place where most of the nations do and
all of them should meet to talk, and to
acquaint themselves with the personal-
ities and problems of other countries.

The U. N. has solved a lot of little prob-
lems, and some pretty big ones. It alone
won't ever solve the problem presented
by communism and the conditions that
m it attractive to or forced upon
many millions of people. Neither would
a non-Communist alliance.

Go, Go, Sonny

W'ITH October comes the World Series.
: But first comes the world series
of soap box racers—the All-American
Soap Box Derby. Today Charlotte sends
its 1054 champion—Sonny Bankhead—to
Akron, Ohio, in quest of one of this
nation's most coveted championships for
youths.

Sonny, ch¥istened Jerry Lloyd Bank-
head, could become the second national
champion the South has possessed. It was
in 1952, in the 15th Derby, that Joe
Lunn of Columbus, Ga, wrecked his
racer on Derby Downs, patched up the
car, and ¢ n to win the South's first
crown before 60,000 spectators.

Sonny, who hails from Hamlet, broke
several precedents this year when he won
the Charlotte Derby

He had wheels ruled out and was
forced to use a new, untested set on his
racer, but he won with record times.

He became the first lad living in a
city outside Charlotte to win the Derby
in the post-war years.

And finally. he won after having failed
in four previous attempts

What is that old saying—if at first you
don't succeed, try, try again® The South
and Sonny are due this year.

PTION

But he insisted there is. It may be
colloquial, or slang, or obsolete or
archaic. But skimption is a part of the
language. Look it up in the dictionary, he
ordered.

Skimption is not in Webster’s Colle-
giate. Yet, it is a word commonly used in
eastern North Carolina and in other
parts of the South, It is used in the east
1o mean some extraordinary feat. It is the
pe rmance of an almost impossible
task. An unbelievable accomplishment

Where it came from is hard fto say, It
might have roots in some ancient dialect
Or it might be one of those sudden coin
ages that spring out of nowhere, full
grown and full of meaning. Like spizzer-
rinctum. Although skimption isn't 10 be
found advocated by any qualified author-
ity, there are those who swear by it and
ise it all the time.

Why Annexation Is Preferable To Incorporation

By GEORGE C. FRANKLIN

(Editors® Note: When it was
seriously proposed that a separate
municipality be established in
Charlotte’s fringe area The News

solcited the professional advice
of Mr. Franklin, general coun
sel of the N. C.

nicipalities, Although

new fringe area
down now we rep:
lin's reply in full because (1) o,
corporation will be & recurring
propasal, in this and nearhy com-
munities, and (2) his is an excel-
lent discussion of this fringe ar
problem. |

RALEIGH

asked me to assist

1 respect to the ques-

of annexation or incorpora
tion of a particular section on the
You b
ou feel that incorporation is
wrong and I heartily agree with
1 in your opinion
In the first place, it ntrary
to the trend mm we hay rried
the hard way" these small
communities, once they are es-
d, present almost mmr
e problen

in the furties
development. of a central
know that

¥
thought
about the d\\ph\ ation mf effort that

“Hold it, right there . , .

would be necessary in the event
of incorparation — the two tax
ecollectors, two elerks and the du
plication of other functions. In ad
dition there are certain other very
basic economic factors which the
people of these areas tend to
overlook — the basic minimum
ueeds of a municipality

Let me explain it this way. Re *

gardless of popu
hour police serv
sired, a minimum number o

essary in
r small municipali

ble grade enjoved by the City of
Charlotte. Again per capita
gets out of line, and so with
garbage collection, street, wasts
and refuse disposal and other
services. In each it requires a
basic minimum operating unit of
men and equipment and unit
costs soar

We have noticed the per capita
cost for small municipalities, par-
ticularly *‘bedroom type' towns,
where there is a minimum of in
dustrial and commercial instal
tions, that the provisions of com-
parable service to other municipal-
ities require high tax rates and it

premise that certain of their
services will be purchased from
the central city, probably op the
existing rates. This is false and
dangerous reasoning for our ur-
ban pecple are soon going to real-
ize that they have been subsidiz-
ing to a high degree their subur-
ban neighbors, water rates,
sewer rates and fire services are
going to have to be provided to
non-laxpayers on an actual cost
basis. These rales are going to
be considerably higher than the
charges - which have heretofore
been imposed

In addition our urban taxpayers

ties this plm‘s a high proportion
al police cost on the people. In a

city of 400 populatior
4-hour police service o

capita
REASON FOR LOW RATES

minimum need and these people
are probably

corporation
their fire in:
are likely to forge
vestment in men and equipment,
training and experience that is
ne

parable to the extremely favora-

should be
Charlotte does

size of {

ty the size of Charlotte you have 1o O CE0
oximalely one policeman per | !
qusand population, but in a CHARLOTTE

to maintain
a six-day

or the ¢

ek basis, requi
policeman f

credit

honds are
ceived. But a
nicipality
because of

Fire service is another basic
convinced that in
tend to reduce
rance rates but they
the terrific in

vividly

Spray and

ssary 1o lower the rate com-

Then

do you realize you luuk like a detergent advertisement

in a magazine?’

Muggsie Should Watch Out

Apes Are Apes In Africa

NEW YORK

I HAVE been following the
world-wide tour of Mr

Fred Muggs, the TV ape, with
considerable interest, since his
trip reminds me forcibly of cer.
tan junkets of Congressmen and
other dignitaries in years past
Even the pictures [ have seen
do not entirely un-resemble some
of the dignitaries who whiz over
to Paris to see the girls and who
inevitably wind up riding a camel
in Cairo.

Mr. Muggs has a certain rake-
hell air about Him, with his cap
askew and his cpllar rumpled
and an air of spurious impor-
tance. He throws a trenchcoat
over one arm, flaunts a Pan-Am
overnight bag, and lobks as if he
just came to burn the books or
look into the bizarre might life in
the Place Pigalle with the aim of
holding a congressional investiga.
tion of it
LIKE COHN AND SCHINE

But most of all he reminds m
of the tour that the Bobbsey
Twins, Cohn and Schine, made
when they did the one-
night stands in all the

urist cities for the pur-
pose of telling the USIS bove
which books to take off the
shelves, and to inve
subversiv» potential of the apaches
in the Rue de Lappe

Mr. Muggs is striclly a switt
operator. He alre
good bit of Europe, and
itinerary to tak
Cairo, Beirut, Hong Kong

last year.

Drew Pearson'’s
Merry-Go-Round

few weeks ago,

dustry was moving South.

The hat industry was leaving Norwalk
Conn,, for Dixie; the textile industry had

Honolulu,
and San Juan
him slightly about Nairobi. where
he was to be met by a white
hunter,
Plains to see the animals, and
to have his lunch served him by
an African cook, probably a Mau
Mau

may be a star on TV,
rica he is only an oversized mon-
key. He is apt to get et up by a
leopard, who dearly loves ape
with or without fame, and they
probably will settle for the Ameri
can passport as well. None of this
business of eating and drinking
everything in sight, as Muggs did
in Paris. Out in Afriea Muggs is ing
little better than an hors d'veuvre
for a hyena.

f they can't find a pig or a wormy  But
Grant gazelle, and, if Mr. Muggs
loses his identity card, he is apt
to find himself trussed to a branch
along the Talek River

hide cloak is the badge of authori

and Tanganyika.
are verboten on
censes, but there is nothing in the
fine print about the immunity of
an American television star who
just happens to be a chimp, as
well. They are on the free list

By ROBERT C. RUARK

Mexico City, Havana
1 wish to warn  Mau

is pure congre
be driven to the

Tokyo. He

In the first place, Mr. Muggs
but in Af-

Kong

man.

things  as

just wait.

One final warnirg: a monkey
is time we
among the natives of Kenya
Some monkeys
the game li-

where.

bership in the
since

The debate is over the control of the
industrial power of the future. And it
will gfect your part of the U, S. as
well as New England.

Sen. Sparkman of 'Alabama, whose
state has attracted New England fac-
tories because of the cheap electri®
power of the Tennessee Valley, was tell-
ing the Senate how the power interests

in-

left for Alabama and Mississippi; chim- Hhad scrapped flood control on the Merri-
neys were smokeless, factory walls Mack River back in 1936 and that this
looked glum and foreboding, indicative Was why New England power rates were

of the gradual cha ange in the face of the
t of America
e free land

onetime indu

s0_expensive.

Up jumped new Sen. Robert Upton
of New Hampshire, the likable gentle.
man whom the governor of New Hamp-
shire _appointed to replace the late

was

While this change is being mourned gen Tohey.

in New England, a debate has been

taking place in Washington which 1

reaches to the botfom of one mvw for Powe' Lohby's' Senﬂtﬂr

the southward trek of New ad fac: “I was one of the commissioners who
fories—the fact that New Englan drew up the interstate flood control
the highest electric power rate compact in 1936 he said. “It failed

U s

+ o« o because we looked to Washing-

in mind that
proyide a high

borne

CREDIT RATING
is that of credit
pitalization of the need.
ed improvements
rating is
it is known in the
always

Another factor
extremely

small new mu-
pavs a high
its lack of a credit
rating or experience. I recall very
the efforts tha
to exert to assist
Draper
securities on the market
these people
base their presumptions upon the

for everybody, including the Mau
If he gets past Kenya. the rest

{hi  be served tea b
will have his picture (e
taken against the Pyramids. He
will strum a ul

dele in Hawail. win™ e
He probably will see a bullfight
in Mexico, and
Chinese movie

meet
stars in d
And he will wind up the  The
tour knowing as little about the
world as the average Congress-

HE'S A DEVIL

My Parisian agents report that
Muggs was a scandal there, drink-
champagne,
girls, and staying up until all
hours. The last pictures T saw of

pinching

as 1 was saying earlier,
we have exported a lot of queer
advertisements for  The
America, and it should stun no-
body to see a chimpanzee show-
ing for a cat to come and claw ing the flag in our behalf. He
him can't be any funnier than Cohn
and Schine were last year, and it
arted meddling with
the global life of monkeys every
In a matter of months we
are almost certain to have a dele.
gation of gorillas suing for mem.
United Nations,
there seem 1o be enough
monkeys in it now to make them
feel guite at home.

ton for ratification, but
vented ratification.” low

Hampshire failed to point out,
was that
power companies of New England

that the reason why New England has
the highest electric power rates in the eral
nation and
labor costs, that
South is because Upton helped insert
an extremely important provision in the the
1836 flood comtrol compact,
private utilities.

never ratified

are going to get tired. if they are
not already, of providing the rec-
reational and cultural facilities
for themselves and their suburban
neighbors without a sharing of
the cost. These people feel as free
to use the parks and playgrounds,
libraries, hospitals, stregts and
other municipal services as the
taxpayer, And my personal ex-
perience had led me to believe
that they are just as eritical in
the deficiencies of these programs
as are our {axpayers who are
paying the bills
CONSIDER  INTANGIBLES

I am sorry that many times the
debate in annexation has to re-
volve around strictly financial as-
pects. Many times the financial
statistics ignore the level of the
services and many of the intangi-
bles that go along with it. I like,
in addition to considering the
tangible factors, to remind peo-
ple of the intangibles: The fact
that they are coming in without
a down payment into a corpora-

n that is capitalized for mil-
lions of dollars; that (hey are
coming into a going concern
staffed with experienced people;
that the need for costly duplica-
tion will be avoided; that a high
level of service can thus be pre-
sented; that they are gaining a
voice in the government; that
whether they like it or not the
welfare of the central city effects
their daily lives and they should
be a part of it; that in no other
way can reasonable and practi-
cal zoning and building regula-
tions be promulgated and en-
forced: that in mo other way can
real estate values be stabilized or
the integrity of neighborhood as-

Charlotte's

good,
markel. it
favorably re-

remium

we had
the towns of
to get their

sometimes

sured. nor can orderly and rea-
sonable growth patterns be
adopted

It is needless for me (o discuss
with you the problems presented
in places like Los Angeles where
there are 70 governmental units
hinged together and overlapping
one another. People have spegt a
lifetime trying to clear up the
complexities that have developed.
The trend here has heen definite-
Iy to absorb these smaller nits
There is talk in Hickory and Long-
view and Waynesville and H.
wood of consolidation. Sanford ab-
sorbed Jonesboro, Monroe—Benton
Heights, The City of Asheville ab-
sorbed several small communi-

ORE COPS PER CAPITA
sLl DED IN SMALL TOWNS

ties, etc. There is a commitiee of
citizens now studying the advan
tages of consolidating the Towns
of Spray, Draper and Leaksville

In addition you have had the
e of a study in Charlotte

udy is now being done for Win-
ston-Salem-Forsyth County
We cannot stifle our

h by man's to
new governmental units
rmur than modify xisting

str to beiter benefit his
nuti\ I lke the statement which
Judge Eggleston made in Henrico
County vs. Richmond 177 Virginia
754

“Moreover, it is no answer to
an annexation proceeding to as
sert that individual residents of
the county do not need or desira
the w\rmmpnul services ren
dered b;
dent may be willing to fake a
chance on police, fire and health
protection
inadequ
garbage service
lives in an isolat

quiesced in with complacency, but

when the movement of popula-
tion has made his a part of a com-
pact urban community, his indivi-
dual preferences can no longer be
permitted to prevail. It is not so
much {hat he needs the city gov-
ernment as it is that the area
needs it

These have been rambling
thoughts but it gives you some
of the reasoning in my mind with
respect {o this problem,

EDITO!
fal: “Consolidation”,

See editor-

Old Senate Democrats

Raring To Go This Fall

By DORIS

WASHINGTON
HE Hon. Alben W. Barkley
sprucely attired in suif and

shirt of television hluc and a
straw hat, ble

into the Capitol
for a few hours
Tuesday to exhort
Kentucky Demo.
crat. to hasten|
home and manf
b ar ricades|
with him. “We'll
told
them, “but we've
the right ggt' to run
HONR  geared

Kentucky

primary  vate
Jends support to the ex-veep's con
fidence that he can regain his Sen-
ate seat. Democrats gave him 130.-
000 votes as compared to about

50,000 rolled up by Republicans

for incumbent John Sherman
Cooper.

the 5% true that Cooper's two vic-

tories have been won not with

Republican votes, of which there

I will warn him about white him showed a definite dissipation, 5 ooy enough in Kentug but
hunters, too, if they are anybody probably from trying to mix ba- i support from Democrats.
I know, They habitually use ba- nanas with caviar and cham- qpec, apostates, Barkley feels
boons for bait in leopard trees, pagne sure. willinot siray when the

Barkley name appears in opposi-
tion to Cooper. .

former vice president
looked hale and cheerful when
he met with his associates at a
7:30 breakfast. He was up, dressed
and “vaiting impatiently when Sen
Farle Clements telephoned his
Connecticut  Avenue apartment
shortly 7

before 7 to arouse him.
‘BARKIS 1S WILLING'

A few hours later he flew back
to Kentucky to pick up Mrs, Bark
ley and drive 40 miles from Pa
ducah to a rally. He planned to
speak about 80 miles from home
the next night. “The demand is

the advocates

public power in Washington pre- helped

What the likable Senator from New
however,
he has long represented the

What Upton also failed to state was

one reason, in addition to

project
factories are maving

for the

favoring the ment

It provided that each of the New

was on the commission that knocki

Merrimack Federal flo

and that same lobbyist, n
voted to give
power of the

the flood control proj- tion far morc
ect which would have given New Eng-

FLEESON

intense.” he said
““and Barkis is willing
Barkley is 76 years old — (he
age factor which led to his rejec-
the Democralic_nomina-
r President in 1952, It is
tor which daunts that
v

exuberantly,

enate campaign (his fall
eatire two actogenarians,
Senalors Theodore Francis Green
of Rhode Island, 86, and Matt
Neely of West Virginia, 80; and
two other septuagenarians, Sena-
tors James Murray of Hmllnn‘\
78, and Guy Gillette of lowa, 7
A ocratic  challenger in
for n. Joseph O
ho is trying to regain
will cross the 70

Mahoney
his oid seat,
mark a few days after election

The inferesting thing is that the
party only wishes all its candi-

dates had as good a chance to win

Sen. Green is a liberal aristo-
crat who successfully achieved an
alliance of unusual durability with
the products of city machines
whose strength is largely among
working people. J. Howard Mc-
Grath, former attorney general,
was formerly his junior in the Sen-
ate; now it is John Pastore, w
Italian descent reflects the
ing | political power of that group
in New England

Sen. Neely, whose flowery, quo.
tationstudded oratory is one of
the features of the Senate when
he is in form, is a rarely beaten.
life-long politician, His state iy
normally Demacratie.
Murray, another wealthy
liberal, usually has to defend hime
self against a well-organized con-
servative drive and was jittery
early this year, but feels thal tha
trend now in the farms
of Montana is Democratic.

Power Rates Drove Industry South

WASHINGTON

TRM’ELI.\'G up the Connecticut River
through western New England a
the big complaint I
heard from businessmen was that

land cheap power rates and would have
save industry
the Mason-Dixon line. For this
clause was in violation of+the Federal
Power Act of 1920 whereby the Federal
Government,
controls

Southern states accepted Federa] con-
trol of TVA

control

from moving be-

not the individual states,
water power sites.

New England vetoed Fed-
of the Merrimack
In fact a registered lobl
power companies, Mr.

control of
next generati

England states reserved the right “at to private firms rather than the
option, at any time hereaflter, by Federal Goyernment -
itself” to develop the water power to  This complicated but basic question
be stored up by the Federal flood con- is partly what the current debate on
trol projeet alomic energy is all about, 1t w
This, of course, was why Washington the future indusirial power of the o

than the public realizes,

and for years (o come,

ST TEE. AR




