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THE BODY AT THE FOOT OF

SUNDAY NEWS, JULY 10, 1966

The mysterious death of a missile expert’s wife uncovers 3

UTH REYNOL ofluM-n--n,'bw Tex., where he lived with his wife, Mar-
'y. DS ;hede’cnytumof.m?nti, tht- Eret. h‘"()illhlim«wm.‘h‘mm
3 ound on a roadside embankment near say ons may wonder —_—
THE. smc interview Pulaski, Va., at 7:30 the previous Satur- thnghnuhhohdum&'m .
which William Porth, 27, gave day night. The body was first aten-by 8  of his mother and his mm-uuh °
publicly after the-conviction of his Pulaski-bound autoist who pulled off the  father’s grief-aged face.
father, Robert road to rest high on Draper's Mountain.  go ynew that his father had always w o
58, for urder, has added mew Peering through the dusk down the treated with kindness; that ba
o £he ‘geadlp. s Wins NC, ge cliff, he thought he saw & \oF 0y "y g had some disturbing mo- I
.8 g2 3 what feslly happened fo the mnau:mﬂ-hf:ﬁ-ikz-u‘:: ments over the knowledge that thers was
Bill Porth thinks his father was Resh Scitng fn SEVEESSE Poriia if<; that his mother had & quick
convicted in the death of Hilda (Jerry) City, stats end county eofficials re- temperund'hadanntumduonh&y . i
Porth, 56, Bill's’ mether. e the body. An revesled St W, - '
Salem scquamtances of the family agree fhmhd&d-mp—al—t, Neighbors Mh:l M"“h
with Bill. Others can be sure only that 2; Aours befers she weas folnd—prob- the Porths uu.“'""
Mrs. Porth and the Porths' sdopted ably from shock. A blow at the bese of 1954 _knew only I’"‘”“‘,“""h; wondered what I could do to make R
daughter, Kathy, are dead and that the the skull up in the This Been lhl"'m-l .-Ih-“ ometimes ook like a hitchhiker did it. I pulled off

;ned erry,

orth said Jerry had started off alone
the family Chrysler at 9:30 PM. the
previous Friday to visit. friends in Il-
mois on Saturday and later attend a
wedding in Milwaukee. No word kad been
heard from her since.

Abbot asked Porth if he had called
‘Winston-Salem police.
“They appear to be do-ed." Porth

shich caused death.
Shearwood told Porth the state po-

Accom Winston-Salem
pastor, the Rev. L.C. Baulnprur Porth

come up to look ;t the body?
. 4

Hesband Expresses Sheck
“Terrible! She looks - terrible!™ ha
sobbed to his minister. “] hate for her
friends to see her.”
".ﬂwn why dont you have the body
hipped directly to Milwaukee to have it

Salem home on Briarcliffe Road. Porth
was eut. Shearwood left message.
Porthulledhckintheutlyhunal
Tuesday morning.

Shearwood told Porth that the body
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buried beside llthy'!" the pastor sug-
A.lnnldfnnl,lnht'm
originally frem Milwaukes
mmn&,mmuﬂd there
after a mysterious fllness caused her
duthmlmntthapdl’l

0 JERRY Pom‘rnbnrld in Mil-
kee with her husband and som at
the cemetery. Bill flew up from El Paso,

ravilya LaMg a4 atiea R Lo W

Everyone knew of Jerry’s popularity
with fellow s of the
clubs to which she belonged. Many
wondered how she do
as much as she did, considering the ar-
senie polsning—:he blamed insecticides
—from which she suffered in 1963 after
Kathy’s death.

Friends knew that, at the an of
ber dnl.h. Jerry had some sort of foot

d along dily.
For that matter, so did Porth. His
friends wondered what he would do now,
with Jerry dead.
The pelice agsked themselves the same
quntw- upu-ﬂg after they learned
the o woman whe was still
-al - Pnr!hl bLifs. When n-
f-v-ul that this weman, Mrs. Naney
Ceckerkam hluu. 23, had come up to

Winsten-Salem ‘Plorida to ses
Porth, they pwlnd Rer up ot & motel.

What Mrs. Johnson had to say bol-
mred the suspicions of police that Jerry

Porth had died in Winston-Salem, not in
Virgini

On Sept. 1965, Porth’s lawyer,

James J. Booler, called Winston-Salem

the road. I took her body to the edgs
and she rolled down into the ravine. Qme
shoe was in the car. I threw it out—God
only imows where. I drove to Charleston,
W.Vn.,-nd’nrkedtlunratlm
thethrmhm.mlhd
home and talked to a service maa fe
establish an alibi™

As & feebls excuse for being invelved

Anukr-uun. Perth said thove
5“ - ‘r sex life at :Oul “h.
Ty & hysterectomy eight
fore and & lot of things sfter Mmﬂ‘h
?::'- severs intestinal operation in Mag,

Porth then showed the investigatofs
the half-finished house on l’ﬁz
Bridge Road, where Jerry fell, where
died. They found blood onﬂloltﬂr!"
socklet under the stairs. There were o*
four steps in the stairway,
39 inches overall. »

His Note to Nancy

Bill Porth, believing his father’s &
that erry Porth’s death was
arranged with his firm, Western Electris
(the same firm for which his fﬂk
worked) to transfer him to its Winstop-
Salem branch. Bill and his wife moved

Police Capt. W. C. Burton. Soon Burton into the B!'llnllﬂ- Road home. The elder
was at Porth home on Briarcliffe Porth remained in the county jail; Ih
Road wi nﬂyt.ll County Sheriff Ernie l’mrﬁ County
G. Shore, Chief Deputy Walter Speas — did not believe his ltmy =
and Deputy E. G. Baker. Porth, who was 'ifia accidental death. 'l'be
., made a long statement which for first degree -unler_

began: elder Porth wrote lllcy Jcﬁnn-.

“Something is tearing me up inside Who was living in Pnrt Lauderdale, Fla.:
... D've to get it off my chest . . . “They want to e
I need help . . . will you help me?” b.uu.ofynu.Youm-.“n

Booker: “You don’t have to say any-
thing in front of the officers.”

Porth: “I know that.”
P Booler- “Is that what you want to

Porth: “It is. Iy friends have turned
a me. 1 tele-

to know I ecouldn’t kill anyone. 'm in &
real tight spot. You stick with ‘me
through it and we’ll have a future .te-
gether. Please burn or destroy this. The
state will try to prove a torrid romanes.
If they do, I'm stuck.”

Nancy did not ‘burn or destroy.”

can take slonger. Ik [FEELING “'-‘h-h-d-coodm-phc.
n.bout Al "' “ r. 1 want to ta Forsyth County Solicitor Thomas W.
“You ve donn a good job in your Moore Jr. sought exhumation in li]-

investigations. You have uncovered a lot
of skeletons in my closet. 1 deserve to
be punished. You can do whatever you
want to do. You can hang me if you
want to. I've made a mess of my life.
I've become a professional bum . . . the
arsenic deal is a separate deal. I will
straighten that out later. I want to tell
you’ vht hppened to my wife — the
poor girl. " -

RTH said tlut on Thursday after-

noon, Aug. 13, he and Jerry worked
on & new house they were building in
Winston-Salem on Phillips Bridge Road.
At dusk, Port.h said, Jerry went out to
the car change het paint-stained
elothes in ntd:r to grocery -hop W‘hen

him in
he tpld her, “'You look fine.” 'l'hen he
-went downstairs. He heard a

“I found her on the first floor with
her toet on the little stairs,” Porth said.
“1 dra; her outdoors onto the straw.
took her back into the room and
she lay on insulation material. We talked
and we talked and we talked but she

193 3= o 7 yTiilie cd eqwdd 1y

waukee of the bodies of Jerry and
'l:;:rirlh. Bill Porth fought vainly ag

5.

Porth’s trial for the murder
wife began last Feb. u—St Val
day—before an ull-mk jnry and
rior Court Judge George M. Fo

The first tlu
neighbors and m made as
points as ttey could for the duf

if Jerry's body was badly bruised
it wu found, it must be nmr.%

that Jerry easily; she had
sensitive skin. If lh trlppod
inches of stairway
should be exp! foot
trouble. Also, she was bothered by
westher and the day of her death
very hot. Porth was very good to
wife; they worked a lot together in
n!i he would blow kisses to her

be d':no away.
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State witnesses
squeeze all these detalls
favm to Porth into the p
testimony. But there was unfavo:

- Mrs. James Messick, a neighbor, said
Mrs. Porth told her

e el (ABg. 13) that she’ (Mre. Pordh) =
__He apparently meant here that his ug. TS ‘Wasn
wife didnt. say anythigg about her Kok to Milwaukee. Then, on Saturday,
“Then she died. I realized I was on a her mind "
hot spot. Nobody would believe me be- Mrs. R. R. Eisenhour testified that
Robert Porth, being escorfed b *mwp‘,ﬁaﬂ.d"'sm e Tt b body b he ear trunk. T ouliak hav Sewurioy foom Mibvanhos 2o
e Y ' Bad the up. I called Nan swhere Jerry was; that she tele-
» h,niﬂngmuplmdo...lngolhgﬁ#oﬁmdm‘l" ;m"i’m"q m'“r:;-‘m{ ﬁ..k:lﬂll’mil'mllu':plolfl.
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