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The President Rose To The Occasion

RESIDENT EISENHOWER's magnific

cent statement in defense of the
traditional “American sense of justice
and fair play” should give pause to the
many millions of Americans who have
failed to draw a line between what they
believe to be Sen. Joe McCarthy's objec-
tives and his methods,

If there is any disagreement among
Americans on the mecessity for keeping
Communists, subversives or traitors out
of government, we are not aware of it.

There is, however, deep disagreement
over the methods that com-

tinued, but such inquiries must be con-
ducted in an atmosphere of mutual re-
spect.

And then, in a stirring tribute to the
“loyal and dedicated public servants” in
the U. 8. Army, the President went out
of his way to commend Brig. Gen. Ralph
Zwicker, who had been told by Sen.
McCarthy ‘that “you should be removed
from any command”, and described by
McCarthy as “not fit to wear that uni-
form.”

The President demanded of congres-

mittees should use in alding the exec-
utive branch to ferret out and prose
cute such government employes. And
this agreement is not, as Sen. McCarthy
said in his rebuttal to Mr. Eisenhower,
a “silly tempest in a teapot” Indeed,
it strikes to the very heart of the Ameri-
can system of justice,

The President wisely refused o be.
come involved in a name-calling contest
with the Wisconsin senator. And in so
doing, he followed an old U. S. political
rule that says, in the parlor version, that

+one should never get into a barking con-
test with a dog.

Mr. Eisenhower admitted, first of all,
that the Army had made “‘serious errors”
in handling the case of Maj. Irvin
Peress—a fact that Secretary Robert
Stevens had admitted a month ago. He
also said that Army e be-

sional _that they show the
same respect and courtesy to representa:
tives of the executive branch that they
expected of those representatives. And
he voiced hope that the Republican lead-
ership in Congress will go ahead with its
plans to set up codes of fair procedures.

The President's patience and for-
hearance have been sorely taxed by Sen.
McCarthy in recent weeks. Mr. Eisen-
hower does not like to quarrel with Con-
gress or any of its members. Yet the
arrogance with which Sen. MeCarthy has
sought, step by step, to make himself
more powerful over certain executive
agencies than the Presidsnt himself, left
Mr. Eisenhower with no alternative.

And so he rose to the occasion at his
press conference yesterday, and his
statement will go down in the records
as one of the most magnificent and most

a
ing corrected to avoid such mistakes in
the future.

And then he stressed certain funda-
mentals that the American people should
never forget. We must be vigilant, he
said, to see that there is no subversive
‘penetration of government, but we shall
defeat ourselves if we use the methods
of our totalitarian enemy in opposing
communism. Furthermore, the conduct
of the executive branch of government
is the responsibility of the President, and
it cannot be handed over to another
branch of the government.

Congress has a right to investigate all
public operations, Mr. Eisenhower con-

of the
legislative relationship ever made by an
American President.

The Eisenhower who spoke out yester.
day was the Ike we liked in 1952. It has
taken him a long time to meet head-on
this unprincipled assault upon the Presi-
dency, but meet it he did—fairly and
decisively. And if the Republican major-
ity in Congress has the same respect for
basic American traditions of fair play
and justice, it will quickly and fearlessly
draw up a code of fair play and force
Sen. McCarthy to conform to it at the
peril of being expelled from the United
States Senate which he has so thoroughly
degraded and besmirched. *

No Perfect Security For Public Officials

IGHTER SECURITY regulations for

the U, S, Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives appear to be in order
after the display of fanatical violence
by Puerto Rican Nationalists on Monday
afternoon.

It may be undesirable and unneces-
sary to frisk every person permitted in
the galleries. Even if that were done,
there would always be an opportunity
for other fanatics to attack public offi-
cials in the corridors of the Capitol, in
the House and Senate Office Buildings,
and even in various executive agencies.

There is no way that absolute security
of person can be guaranteed to any per-
son in public life—not even the Presi.
dent. In November, 1950, for example,
the two Puerto Rican Nationalists who
tried to shoot their way into Blair House,

where President Truman was living,
failed to read the Washington newspa-
pers. Had they done so, they could have
had a perfect shot at the Président a
few minutes later when he left Blair
House to dedicate a statute at Arling.
ton.

Of the nation’s 33 Presidents, three—
Lincoln, Garfield and McKinley—were
killed in office, and assassins tried to
kill Andrew Jackson, Theodore and
Franklin Roosevelt and Truman.

Mr. Truman's remark after the attempt
on his life—"A President has to expect
those things"—is also true, to a lesser
extent, of other public officials. The
risk can never be completely eliminated,
but increased vigilance at the Capitol
would minimize it.

SASSAFRAS AND MONKEY CIGARS

E DETECTED the unmistakable
) mark of Pete McKnight in an
essay on sassafras which appeared in the
editorial columns of Tue CuarLoTTE
News last week.

Tre News editor recalls that in his
‘boyhood sassafras “grew all over the
place, but the easiest digging and pulling
was on the side of the soft red clay bank
below the schoolhouse. The face of the
bank was pocked with caves scooped out
by gticks and fingernails. It was real
convenient for a small boy to reach out
his hand, pull up a young sassafras
plant, scrape the root with his pockete
knife and munch away as he squatted on
his haunches in the cave, looking out on
the bright sunny world as he ruminated
and reflected over the grave thoughts
running around in his head”

We are confident it was Pete writing
because we were there, chewing sassa-
fras with him in the sure-enough canyon
that used to be located near Washington
school, about where North Lake Club
now is. And the sassafras was really
bountiful.

Standard procedure in those days was
to head for the canyon as soon as school
was out. The soft, sandy clay made it
easy to tunnel out caves and notch trails
up the side for cowboy games. But,

whoever heard of Hopalong Cu!ldy. Roy
or Gene Autry? It was “I bid to
be Jack Holt” or Tom Mix or Tim

'num were endless veins of fool's gold
o dig along the creek in Hopper's Park
running nearby, a creek that meandered
along the whole north edge of town—
and required continuous exploration.
Seems like we were always plucking
something out of the thickets and vines
to eat or faste. Wonder if kids still do?
" Of course there were sassafras roots
o chew and sassafras bark for tes, a
brisk, spicy tonic. As Tur News editor
#lso recalls the resinous sap of the sweet-
gum tree made a fair substitute for
gum.

9

Some kind of thorny bush yielded
rosy little rabbit apples. The ripe fruit
of the may-pop was overpoweringly
sweet when you picked it off a vine trail-
ing in the hot sand along a summer road.
You could chew on the little, pickle-like
buds of sour grass as you lay on the
lawn pining for heroic |dvem!re.

Blackberries, scuppernongs, musca.
dines, persimmons were common fare,
But, you could top off the wild fall fruits
with a monkey cigar, those fantastic,
long dry pods dangling in self-service
style for school boys from the lower
branches of a not:so-common tree. Break
off both ends and the pith of the pod
would burn slowly and with an unbe.
lievably foul odor, each puff growing
‘more malignant

Off another kind of tree came the
black fruit of the locust, an exasperating
delicacy, because the spare morsels of
sweet meat were so tedious to extract
from the brittle, black rind.

The paved streets of Shelby ended
quickly and suddenly in those days. All
around it was a boys’ world through
which we trekked and foraged. The only
flaw to mar the sunlit, unworried days
was our wistful and despondent certainty
that all the great wars had already been
fought, all unknowns explored, the last
of the high adventures lived and done.

And lest despair overtake us, we
would pack another load of cheery rabbit
tobacco into our pipes of corn-cob and
creek-bank reed, sprawl on a sun-baked
rock and strive for philosophical res-
Ignation.

The battle of Robert R. Young tq get
control of the New York Central should
be a welcome relief from the troubles
of Syngman Rhee, Ezra Benson, et al.
Asian politics and parity prices are mys-

teries, but every free-born American has ,
his own ideas about how to run a rail-
road—Asuzvitie (N. C.) Cirizen,

»

“You boys go on without me ,,, I'm too old to be a radical.”

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief, The writer's name ant

address must be given, but may be withheld (rom

publication in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right fo condense,

McCurrhy Deserted
By His Own sz.
Charlotte

Editors, The News:
WAS MOST appreciative of

Mr. McKnight's remarks in
a recent speech concerning the
ultra ultra phillipies of Me-
Carthy about communism in
our government. This speech
evidenced a lot of research and
in it he stated that when the
more than 2000 firings in
‘Washington for security reasons
were sifted out, not one, no not
one, single Communist could be
pointed out.

The taxpayers have granted
this rabble rouser hundreds of
thousands of dollars to ferret
out . commies. McCarthy irsults
the whole human race includ.
ing his own forbears with
smp!y howlings. 1 am proud of

he Democrats who blacklisted
lus committee, and now his Re-
publican brethren have backed
off, leaving him a one-man
committee to rave and rant like
a prairie wolf for lhe balance
of 'his miserable days
=MERCER J. BLANKENSH]P

President Exceeded
Power Re Indochina

Pittsboro
Editors, The News:
I AM exceedingly sorry that the

Senate was unable to work
out something that would re-
strain the President in his
use of executive agreements in
foreign affairs. Many of our
ple think we are actually con-
fronted with the problem of sur-
vival in a nuclear power age, yet
we have absolutely no control of
the conduct of the President in
his dealing with international
problems at levels lower than the
treaty level. True, he has no
authority to act at lower levels,
but he does it, and in some in-
stances with what amounts to ar-
rogant impunity,

It does look like President Ei-
senhower would have been a lit-
tle cautious in the exercise of
assumed power of making execu-
tory agreements while the Brick-
er amendment was pending in the
Congress. He did not, however,
At the instance of the chief of
staff, he agreed to and did send
Air Force technicians to service
the airplanes we loaned or gave
France to use in her war upon
the natives of Indochina; and he
did so without the knowledge or

ground war with the masses o(

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON ularity to tackle it successfully.
w‘]lE.‘J John Foster Dulles, the sincere, puis it off, it may be too late,
indefatigable Secretary of Stats  What

testified before the Senate Foreign Re-

Asia which we could never win
or end except as we did in Ko-
rea by just quitting the senseless
sla

Certainly, no one, in his sound
senses, wants to handicap the
President in dealing with nation-
al emergencies. What is most
néeded is some way of controlling
the President in the areas of in-
ternational relationships that in-
‘volve no national emergencies.
President Truman got us into the
Korean fiasco, which terminated
in a full-fledged war, when no na-
tional emergency was involved,
and it took the prodding by the
U. 8. Government for seven long
months to get the UN to declare
that North Korea was the ag-
gressor, Many disinterested ‘but
capable and responsible investi-
galors now contend that it is ab-
solutely impossible to tell for sura
which side fired the first gun, as
both were in battle array along
the 3th parallel. There is not the
slightest basis for the contention
that President Eisenhower was
confronted with amy sort of an
emergency, national or etherwise,
in sending Air Force technicians
to Indochina to help the French.
We must have some safeguard
against executive recklessness.

~JOHN HESTER

Select Local GOP
Leaders In Primary
Charlotte

Editors, The N

N 1952 Meckhnhnrﬂ cast 42,

000 votes for Eisenhower. Last
week 1 attended the Mecklen-
burg County Republican conven-
tion at the county courthouse and
counted 123,

1 listened to a young fellow who
was identified with a firm in the
Law Building read part of a 2,
word new-fangled plan of Repub-
livan organization in Mecklenburg,
but after an hour of it I tired and

‘There were some visitors and
observers, a few delegates, and

same clique of party
hacks that have controlled the
party in this county in hopes of
ple from the sky for these many
years in Mecklenburg.

‘The young lawyer's plan pro-
posed six new commiltees be-
sides the regular county execu-
tive committee, and centers par-
ty power and control in what he
calls the executive board, which
is to consist of county chairman,
secretary - treasurer (I believe
they are usually the same), a
member of the Woman's Repub-
lican Club, and a member of the
Young Republican Club,

The question is: are all mem-
bers of the WRC registered Re-
publicans? Are all members of

the YRC registered Republicans?
Even if they are, power is here
exercised by club members in
voting members into the club and
again in elecling them members
of the Republican executive
board, which is two removes
from Republican voters and that
is inimical to every principle of
the established United States po-
litical concept and philosophy. It
smacks of communism where
power is taken from the people
step by step. In addition to those
listed there would be a general
counsel and six committee chair-
men appointed by the executive
board. The enumeration of the
powers of this board would make
them practically absolute over
the Republican Party in this
county.

Out nl a clique of, say, a dozen,
it would make an absolute ruling
party cl:que «of about four or five.
When it is plain the failure of
Republican success, or, to put it
differently, a two-party system in
the South has been due, since
carpethag days, to county job
hunting cliques and clique ruled
conventions the fact burgeons that
‘what the need of the Republican
Party in the South is is the liberals
izatign of party government. A
party grows strong by getting
close to the pe not away

ill the south-
ern Republican Party have the
guts, principle and patriotism to
£0 to the primary, the people, the
voters — like the Democrats, to
make its decisions? How long will
good, honest southern Republicans
sit in servile silence while the
party is exploited? Let the coun-
ty chairman, member board of
elections, party candidates be se-
lected in the primary by the Re-
publican voters. We then may
have the respect, and may de-
serve the support of the 42,000
who voted for Eisenhower.

For 57 years Republicans have
never won in No g
Something is wrong. I have diag-
nosed the case.

~HOYT EAVES

Derita School Gets
Band Uniform Fund

March 1, 1954
wam, The News:
l ST WEEK Derita Junior
-+ High was able to complete
a $1,800 project to buy band
uniforms. The Charlotte News
was a great helping hand In this
effort because the mid-winter
carnival received pmper and
good announcement through
your paper,
Our PTA is indeed indebted
and deeply grateful for your
favor to us. We thank you very
mu

—MRS. DON HARRY
Tubiicly Chalrman

Advisers Did ke Wrong
In Battle With McCarthy

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

(Although this column was
written before President Elsen-
homr' ress conference yester:
running 1t because
ol Ill rlch background informa-
tlon on events leading up fo the
Presidential statement. Eds, The
News.)

e

WASHINGTON

"WE HAD Munich last week.

Now the only question Is

whether we'll ave guls enough to
guarantee Polans

An historfeally ‘minded Republi-
can authority thus described the
present ltll! of White House think-
ing about “the MeCarthy prob-
lem,” as the President's staff
glumly call it. The analogy is al-
most too templing.

For instance, there were the
moans of the appeasement-mind-
ed Eisenhower advisers, like con«
gressional llaison officer Persons
and Assistant Altorney General
Rogers, that “‘Secretary Stevens
really didn't have a good case
against McCarthy,” How like the
pompous plaints of the London
Times, that the Czechs really did
not have a good case against Hil-
ler!

The analogy is chiefly impor-
tant, however, because it so ace
curately reflects the future, If the
President permits just one more
major appeasement of Sen. Me-
Carthy, he can say goodbye to his
own authority in his administra-
tion, in his party and in the Con-
gress. But just as Hitler was ask-
ing for new appeasements before
the Munich dust had settled, so
will McCarthy be.

The simplest and most obvious
case in point is that of the unfor-
tunate John Paton Davies Jr, Sen,
McCarthy has already most point-
edly and publicly demanded that
the State Department fire Davies
on loyalty grounds, The bargain
basement McCarthy from Indiana,
Sen. Jenner, has also demanded
that the Justice Department in-
dict Davies for perjury.

Sen, Jenner's demand has been
refused by the Attorney General.
Sen. McCarthy's demand will be
answered soon. All the papers in
the loyalty case against Davies
were taken to Caracas by Secre-
tary Dulles, who will make his
finding when he returns from
the Inter-American Conference.

To date, John Davies' loyalty
has been tried in the balance and

good on some eight previ-
ous occasions. The American
founders' silly superstitions about
double jeopardy’ have now been
evercome in this progressive age;
and octuple jeopardy is quite a
common thing. Secretary Dulles
seems to have been impressed by
the same facts that led the Bing.
ham Board and all its predecess
sors to give Davies full clearance.

Before leaving for Caracas, Dul-

Just Talk

(FROM THE ROCKY MOUNT
ELEGRAM)

few days ago we happened to

be rummaging through a box
of old newspaper clippings have
ing to do with words and word
usage (and we do mean old; one
paper was dated 1833) when we
came across an article that
caught our eye. The source is
unknown but the clipping was as
eloquent a plea as we've seen for
plain and simple language in writ-
ing and speaking. It proceeded as
follows:

“In promulgating your esoteric
cogilations, or articulating super-
ficial sentimentalities and philo-
sophical or psychological observa-
tions, beware of platitudinous
ponderosity. Let your conversa-

Jes strongly indicated that he in-
tended to refuse to give McCar-
thy Davies' hend upon & eharger.
Tndeed, he said that he did not
wish to take final action just be-
fore flying to Venezuela, because
he thought he would be ncul:mi
of running away from a fight with
McCarthy.

Maybe Dulles will not stand
firm, } he sacrifices Davies, he
will greatly feed the power of Mc
Carthy, which was precisely why
McCarthy made such a point ol
asking for this particular sacri
fice. On the other hand, if Davie
{o not sacrificed, there will be «
row to end all rows, No doubt th
complaint will again be heard
that it too bad Foster has such
W poor case,’

This example, which s only
one of several that might be cited,
suggests the real inwardness of
tho  McCarthy - Eisenhower reh
tionship. It is an impossibl
lationship for a very simple o
son,

The tinhorn politicians  who
have been making the President's
political decisions behind  the
President's back, are always
wanting to appease McCarthy be-
cause they want McCarthy to
gain votes for Republican candi.
dates in the coming election. In
short they want to use McCarthy
But all the while McCarthy is us-
ing them,

GROWING POWER

He aulckl the Adminlstration.

ey uade the Admlllhlm
tion to knuckle under,
MeCarthy builds mmull up,
greater and greater political ltat
ure with each performance of
this drama

Every easy way out of the Me-
Carthy dilemma has now been
tested by the White House. It is
humiliating to record that at one
time the President was even per-
suaded to make a personal plea
te see the Wisconsin Senator,

The White House staf were de-
lighted with the result, idiotically
hoasting that *“Joe had promised
0 be good.” MeCarthy used the
incident to build himself up in the
usual manner, telling all and sun-
dry on Capitol Hill that the Pres-
ident himself had been asking
favors of him, The value of Mc-
Carthy's “‘promises” to the Pres-
ident is now apparent to the
world at large.

1t is also more apparent, than
ever that McCarthy's real, long-
run target is Dwight D. Eisen-
hower. He will go after the Pres-
ident, the moment he thinks he is
sieong enough to do so. He has
been gathering ammunition. Hs
has been creating the right
atmosphere. The strange thing is
that the President's own advise:
have been cooperating with hir
%0 intimately, and that several of
them seem determined to con
tinue,

Naturally

tion possess a clarified concise-
ness, completed comprehensible-
ness, coalescent consistency, an
a_concatenated cogency.

all conglomerations of Illtuhent
garrulity, jejune babblement, and
asinine affections. Let your ex-
temporaneous descantings and un-
premeditated expatiations have
intelligibility and veracious vivac-
ity, without rhodomantade or
thrasonical bombast., Sedulously
avoid all polysyllabic profundity,
pompus  prolixity, psittaceous
vacuity, ventriliquial verbosity,
and vaniloquent vapidity, Shun
double entendres, pruient Jocos-
ity, and pestiferous profanity, ob-
scurant and apparent. In other
words talk plainly, naturally, sen-
sibly, truthfully, and purely, —

How's Your Mathematics?

(FROM THE STATE)
OE MOORE of Raleigh pro-
pounded this little problem
to us while we were all drinking
coffee the other morning.

Let's say the circumference of
the world at the equnlm is 25,000
miles and let's not pay any at-
tention to mountains or other
rough spots. A steel band is

placed around the equator so that
ll just touches the earth. Natural-
ly thu would mean that the band
would be 25,000 miles in length,

Now Lhun. mppon you cut that

and i a piece ten
feel in lemh In other words,
you increased the band of 25,000
miles by just ten feet.

The question is: how
would lhn small addition in hllnh
raise the band from the surface
of the earth, all the way around

and continuing to maintain a per-
fect circle?

1f you haven't forgotten your
high nhnﬂl mathematics, you
won't have any trouble getting
the correct answer.

Roughly, it's about a foot and
one-half.

Quote, Unquote

I at first you don't succeed,

¥
car dealer who turns back speed-
mnatrrl.—cm (N. M) Cur-

Dulles Heckling Points Up GOP Split

President Eisenhower has to
realize is that the Republican Party for

It he

when some of us newsmen vrole stodies
that Henry L. Stimson,
of State and one of the wost revered

then a«rmry

making things difficult for him at the
White House and with
wing of the Republican Party.

the isoiationist
The

e said, was true, but embairag-

lations Committe last week, Le almost
wept. His yoice choked as he said:

“I secured an agreement in wri
that the Geneva conference would wot
mnsmulr mnnmlon of China, but even
m T can't seem to please you gentle-

+ It looks as if there's ;ust no way
we can conduet foreign relations to your
liking."

What upset the Secretary of State was
the persistent, relentless heekling of the
man who is supposed to lead Eisen-
hower’s policies in the Senate—William
Knowland of California. The Democrais
were sympathetic and asked helpful, en-
couraging questions. The Republican
majority leader heckled and objected.

The incident illustrates one phase of
the growing split in me Republican' Party
—a split not caused by Scn McCarthy,
but widened and bmnm ino sharper
focus by him. It also illustcates the
problem Eisenhower himself sooner or
later will have to tackle. The longer
he puts it off, the harder it will be,
At present he has the prestige and pop-

years has been divided between the isola-
tionists and those who believe in world
cooperation. He has to realize (aot Sen.
McCarthy and the little group \vhk‘h
brain-washed his secretary of the
represent the extreme isolationist vnnl
of the party, some of them neo-Fas.
cist. And he has to realize that he has
to side with one group or'the other and
begin leading the nation before the ex-
tremists take away control altogcther.

Lessons Of Past

Eisenhower, a lifelong military map,
probabiy doesn’t know it, but the Dulles-
Knowland incident of a Republican Sen-
ator heckling a,Republican Secretary of
State has occurred often in the past.
This newsman, 45 a young reporier cov-
ering the State Department, waiched
example after example. The accumula-
tion of their incidents eventually paved,
the way to war. Here are some of them:

Republican Split No. 1, as far back
as I ean remember took place during
the London Naval Conference in 1930

leaders of the Republican rmy, pru-
posed a_consultative pact. ' This pact
merely pledged the United States io con-
sult in case war threatened. If pieaged
no use of troops or else; werely
that we would talk RS W:';.

But after our news stories e, Stim-
son called a press conference in London
at which he confirmed them; while Her-
bert Hoover called a press cunf
in the White House at which Le denied
tlnl llae United States would enter a

tative n&ﬂ ‘The isolationist wing

urred wl

Jnmm war Iordl entered Hauchum
on Sept. 18, 1931. Secrefary of Slll-e
Bumon immediately saw this for what

t was—the beginning of a Japanese at-
mm to dwlulu lll Asia. I remember
writing that he had contacted the Cana-
ian, Mexican nnd

house that night 'A! ask ite
any more along that line because it was

hen the Sen. Mo

gory, b
Does Ike Understand?

Another conversation which I remem-
ber vividly was with General Eisenhower
at NATO hmdqulmrl in Paris in 1952.

Having among those who had
talked to him early lboul mnmn' for
S ey
out nrn =m, u
dent, would be
wing of the llmlbhr..n Pmr lln cnm

bby. lnd :u of its chief spokesmen,

arthy.

General l:lnnlluwer listened carefully.
But it was obvious from the questions
he asked that he fust did not understand
;.i: phase of the problem ahead of

course, he ce shoul:
mdmhml it. But as “ﬂ:?fhhl: besd
the publishers

wing
get completely out of hand.

" . '.




