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Primary Highway Needs Are Urgent

OV. WILLIAM UMSTEAD'S emphasis

on a better primary highway system
for North Carolina is mot misplaced
Something has to be done, and that
something will have to be bold and dra-
matie.

At his press conference this week, the
governor indicated he was weighing the
relative advantages of two alternatives—
a bond issue or an increase of one cent
in the gasoline tax

On the basis of gasoline tax collections
In the first six months of the current
fiscal year, an extra cent would produce
almost 11 million dollars a year addi-
tional revenue. State Highway Commis-
sioner A. H. Jordan said last week that
North Carolina is spending about 35 mil-
lion dollars a year on its primary system
now. Thus, the extra cent would boost
the amount available for primary high-
ways to around 46 million dollars a year.

That may be enough to do the full
Job on a pay-as-you-go b: Certainly it
‘would be enough to make a substantial
improvement.

We hope, however, that the governor
will not discard the idea of another bond

issue for primary roads until he has
assessed it thoroughly. It need not be as
large as the 200 million dollar secondary
road bond issue authorized in 1049, Half
that amount, made avallable now in ad-
dition to current revenues, would pro-
duce dramatic results, ’

And if the governor decides it will be
necessary 1o increase the gas tax by one-
balf a cent or a full cent in order to
retire the bonds, we suspect that the
people will go along with him. Every
time that North Carolina has invested
extra money in its road system, the in.
vestment has paid rich dividends. And
now that the state is beginning to pro-
vide the new limited access dual lane
highways, with their greater comfort and
safety factors, the extra tax will not be
begrudged

The governor says the problem cannot
await a new administration, that it must
be met by the 1955 General Assembly.
In that case, he had best be prepared to
exert stronger leadership than he did in
1053, for he will certainly run into strong
opposition from the gasoline and truck-
ing industries, as his predecessor, W.
Kerr Scott, did in 1949,

A Postscript To The Monmouth Hoax

FTER Sen. Joe McCarthy's charges of
i at Fort ro-

esplonage or other subversive activity at

P P
duced sensational headlines in newspa-
pers and serious concern in the public
mind, Tue New York Trmes sent one of
its reporters to Fort Monmouth to find
out if the facts warranted the headlines
they had received.

His conclusion, similar to the one
reached by a WasniNgToN Post reporter
on a similar mission, was that nothing
new had been uncovered at Fort Mon.
mouth, and that the sensational charges
had damaged the morale of scientists
working there. On its editorial page, Tue
Tives said:

“Army investigators found no spies,
and neither has Sen. McCarthy, yet the
senator was given sensational headlines
last October on supposed espionage and
communism at Monmouth . . , For th
newspapers, Fort Monmouth has been a
lesson that will not quickly be forgotte
but the reading pyblic should understan
that it is difficult, if mot impossible, to ig-
nore charges by MeCarthy - just be-
cause they are usually proved exaggerated
or false. The remedy lies with the reader.”

Two recent developments add to the
already considerable evidence that the
Wisconsin senator once again showed at
Monmouth that he was more interested
in personal publicity than in Communists
and the truth. In a letter dated Jan, 15
and introduced during Senate debate
Tuesday by Sen. Ellender, Secretary of
the Army Robert T. Stevens said that
“in so far as the Army has thus far been
able to determine, there is no current

This development came on the heels of
news from Baltimore that Fred J. Kitty,
one of McCarthy's “friendly” witnesses
at Monmouth who had made some of the

‘Want A Suggestion?’

People’s Platform

Letters should be brief, The writer's name and address must be given, but may be withheld from
publication in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves the right to condense.

E charges, was icted for
making a false statement in an earlier
proceeding and sentenced to four ménths
in prison.

The conviction was not based on the
witness' testimony at Fort Monmouth,
But his conviction affords some in-
sight into the reliability of McCarthy's
“friendly” witnesses. And, it is interest-
ing to note, the man was under indict-
ment when McCarthy used him at Mon-
mouth.

People who follow the news closely
now agree that the Monmouth affair
appears to have been another hoax in
the MecCarthy tradition. But we share
Tie Trves' coneern over the newspapers'
eo‘t‘;:'llhu(ll;n l:ugai hoax, through the
widespread publicity given. the original,
unsubstantiated charges. 4

‘Those who soberly consider the role of
newspapers will agree that newsmen are
faced with an almost impossible task,
For if they decided not to report state-
ments which might be proved incorrect,
they would be withholding from the
public information which it has the
right to know and evaluate.

Perhaps newsmen can devise better
ways of getting more of the facts to the
public promptly. But the reader will
always have to search far beyond the
headlines if he is to be well-informed.

Distortion And Neglected Aspect

F we seem to devote an undue amount
of space to criticism of the Bricker
amendment it is because its advocates
50 frequently misrepresent the facts and
neglect vital aspects of the argument.
The letter in today's People’s Platform
headlined “Immunize G. I's From For-
eign Law” s an example.

In the first place, Sen. Bricker is
quoted as saying that “the Senate con-
sented to ratification of a treaty in con-
fliet with the Constitution”, That state-
ment simply is untrue. Sen. Bricker
might think that the treaty is unconsti-
tutional. But no court has so held. Sen
Bricker not only wants more authority
over the executive branch of govern-
ment. he also takes it upon himself to
pass on the constitutionality of treaties,
a task reserved for the courts

Furthermore, the NATO Status of
Forces Treaty he refers to, which per.
mits foreign-court trial of NATO service-

From The Asherille Citizen

men, was ratified by a 72-15 vote in the
Senate.

Then Sen. Bricker, as quoted in the
letter, wraps the flag around himself and
gets emotional:

“I'shall mever vote for any agreement
that treats the American G.I. as a sec
ond-class symbol of American sovereignty.
A Communist judge or one who is vio
lently anti-American eannot be trusted
to give an American boy a fair trial”

Okay, let's flip the cotn over and look
at the other side. If American troops
overseas should be exempted from prose.
cution in the courts of countries whose
laws they violate, should not foreign
troops in this country be immune from
prosecution by American courts when
they violate U, 8, laws?

One can imagine most everyone's an-
swer fo that question by visualizing thou-
sands of foreign troops in Mecklenburg
County, behaving just like thousands of
American troops do in comparable over-
seas communities.

QUOTE

o EARCHING the records for the author
»J of “that country is governed best
which is governed least” Tur CarLoTTE
News, Trr Greenssoro News and other
newspapers debunk the traditional su.
thorship of Thomas Jefferson, though
the idea fitted Jefferson's philosophy to

at

Noting Elbert Hubbard's claim fo the
governmental epigram, Tur GreExssoro
News objects that nobody can find where
he said it

This recalls Hubbard's being credited
with the famous “mystery quotation”
about the beaten path to the door of the
man making a better mousetrap. Emer.
son almost said it in his Jourwats, 1855,
Vol. VIIL, p. 528 In 1871 Mrs. Sarah B.
Yule remembered, and wrote, that Emer-
ton did include the mousetrap in his
inventory of better thines made by the
competent man: but she wasn't quite
eonvincing. The eritics think she re-
ported an Emerson lecture without tak-
ing notes.

\

Emerson did say “The less govern-
ment we have the better.” But he had
probably heard his friend and neighbor
Henry O. Thoreau say something almost
identical with the supposed Jefferson-
fan maxim. In his CrviLiax Disosevience,
1840, Thoreau wrote: “1 heartily accept
the motto, “That government is best
which governs least.' " The rugged non-
conformist of Walden Pond apparently
thought the quotation well known, but
he did not identify the author.

A rather timely paraphrase of the
mousetrap homily was written in 1935,
in Tue Americax Mercumy, by Newman
Levy in his article, “The Right To Be
Let Alone’

If a man builds a better mousetrap
than his neighbor. the world will not
only beat a path to his door, it will
make newsreels of him and his wife in
beach pajamas, it will discuss his diet
and his health, it will publish heart-
throb stories of his love life.

Poli Too Should
Get Traffic Citations
Derita

Editors, The News:

] SEE by the paper that City
Detective W. F. Hucks was
injured in a traffic accident
after an automobile stopped
ahead of his car in a non-park-
ing zome.

Why didn't Detective Hucks
get a citation for following too
close?

I have noticed similar cases
when policemen are not in-
volved, and those involved re-
ceive citations. Are policemen
privileged characters?

—M. R. COLE

Why Didn't The News
Speak Out Sooner?

Charlotte
Editors, The News:

I JUST READ your editorial
“What Will The Council Say
Now?" (which dealt with the
Folice Department's failure to
enforce adequately laws against
gambling and lotteries). 1, too,
am wondering what the coun-
cil will say.

1 am also wondering why you
didn’t have more to say on the
subject when the grand jury
was having its investigation.

There is an old saying about
locking  {he stable after the

horse is loose, and from here
it seems that the horse is
gone.

=MRS. J. . ENGLISH
Those Anti-McCarthy
Folks Make Him Sick

s Charlotte
Editors, The News:

R. H. A. CHEEK writes that
McCarthyism s so bad, but

it seems to me he never read
Joe's book that he wrote

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

ASHINGTON

anti-Roosevelt 3

1t is a story of a man with
his father's charm, considerable
ability, who has made mistakes,
plenty of them, but who started
to build a promising political life
for himself in California. It Is
also the story of two brothers, who
in @ sense, were political rivals,
one with an ambition to be gov.
ernor of New York, the other to
be governor of California, both
of which ambitions may be
wrecked by Jimmy's marital trou-
bles.

R
is an overtone of
tain political enemies who see in
immy’s “woman trouble” a
chance to kill off two men who
might come close to or even enter
the White House.

Jimmy Roosevelt's marriage
with Romelle Schneider can be
divided roughly into two categor-
fes. The first years. according to
their friends, were a period when
he made every effort to make
their marriage successful. The
second period includes the last
four years or so, when it was
apparent to friends in California
that the Roosevelt marriage was
pretty well on the rocks.
SUICIDE ATTEMPT PICKUP
iod began when Jimmy
ran for governor of California and

\

called “McCarthyism". 1f he had
he would have read that under
the Truman (snollygoster) ad-
ministration we sold Nationalist
China down the river. And he
would have read also where
Dean Acheson said in a speech
that he would not defend Korea.
But it seems we did, and we
played right into the Commies’
bands, and we really got stuck.

But some of you hardheads
Jjust won't get it through your
thick skulls that communism
means slavery. And the Com-
‘mies will stop at nothing as long
as we give to them everything
they want. They will stop at
nothing to tear our great democ-
racy ‘down. But mi you
would like to put on kid gloves
and ask them to leave the coun-
try. Makes me sick.

—J. P. MARTIN
Immunize G.l.s

From Foreign Law

Charlolte
Editors, The News:

OR those who feel that our

Constitution does mot need
the additional protection of the
Bricker Amendment, 1 would Tike
to bring to their attention the fol-
lowing:

On Oct. 9, 193, Sen. Bricker
in addressing ,the Association of
American Physicians and Sur-
geons, stated:

*Just this year the Senate con-
sented to ratification of a treaty
in eonflict with the Constitution
anl one which degraded our sov-
ereignty. 1 refer to the NATO
Status of Forces Treaty. The
treaty surrenders to the local
courts of NATO countries and
Japan criminal jurisdiction over
non-military offenses of Ameri-
can armed forces personnel, cive
ilian components and their de-
pendents. In other words, our

government  divested itsell by
treaty of its obligation to protect
the fundamental rights of Amer-
ican servicemen abroad. No
longer can our government as-
sure American servicemen abroad
a trial by their fellow Ameri-
cans in accordance with Ameri-
can concepts of legal due pro-
cess.

“When the President of the
United States visits a foreign
country, he is not triable by its
courts. He is the symbol of our
sovereignty. Our diplomatic rep-
resentatives abroad enjoy the
same immunity. 1 think the Amer-
ican soldier abroad is an even
more impressive symbol of Amet-
ican sovereignty. He, unlike the
diplomatic representative, is sta-
tioned abroad involuntarily; for
the purpose of defending foreign
soil; and with little chance of
escaping unharmed in the event
of an attack. 1 shall never vote
for any agreement that treats
the American G.I. as a second-
class symbol of American sov-
ereignty. A Communist judge or
one who is violently anti-Ameri-
can cannot be trusted to give an
Amegican boy a fair trial, no
matter how the Constitution of
his country may read . . .
shall not stop fighting until the
Constitution and laws of the
United States, which he risks his
life to defend, follow him wher-
ever he may be sent.”

Where are the protectors of

civil liberties ,who cry out for
citizens who hide behind the
Fl

ery
they are for civil liberties
when it suits their own designs,

~MR§, E. J. PRESSER

Jimmy Roosevelt's

when Romelle made an attempt
at suicide. The incident was
brushed

Helen Gahagan Douglas, the

tic candidate for the
at 3

Tall, bandsome, with his fa-
ther's famous

Roosevelt has always g attracted
Like the Prince of Wales
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George Amendment Support
Reflects Confidence In Man

By JOSEPH AND STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON
1 WIIEN the old gentleman takes
the floor and shakes those
silver locks, the Senate of the
United States sits up and takes
notice.” This remark by Senate
Democratic Leader Lyndon John-
son of Texas is about the
simple definition of the special
position that Walter F. George
Georgia has long
Senate.
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were prepared X
Brownell,” he says, in his meas-
ured way, “seems to be a rather
odd Attorney General.” As a re-
sult, he quietly put forward his
own substitute.

This substitute has nothing be-
hind it but George's personal
authority. \'nl 11"' ng::d; ‘::;
more_support in the Senat
the Bricker amendment, which
is being pushed by the mass
legions of all the patrioteering
lobbyists. 1 there is to be an
amendment to the Constitution,
it is likely to be the George sub-

stitute.

Achieving this sort of personal
success in the midst of a hot,
dirty fight, and achieving it with-
out angering anyone, is a feat on
a par with the
Shadrach,

feat itself is ne
as the spirit that inspired Walter
George's cool intervention in the
Bricker amendment row.

Talking to him, you catch the
authentic resonances of the grand
tradition of American political
conservatism — the deep attach-
ment to the Constitution, the dis-
taste fos hasty innovation, the
sense of the American future as

@ function ‘of the A.mﬂm

the political practicality, Prac
tical politics provided the Imme-
diate stimulus on which George

f it isn't pompous to say
80, I -take my stand with the
founders.

“They sought to establish a
more perfect union. They saw
the dangers of government too
feeble, as they saw the dangers
of government too strong. I don’t
think we're likely to ~improve
much on their grand design, al-
though there may be a need to
spell out their intentions.

“1 rather think there is a need
for what may seem a superficial
reason. In our government, the
people are sovereign. From
President to constable, every of-
ficial is merely a servant of the
sovereign people. Many of our
people are fearful and suspicious
of the way the treatymaking pow-
er and the President's power to
make executive agreements haye
recently been used.

“I don't say the suspicion is
well-founded nor strongly forti-
fied. But I do say that measures
should be taken which will sat-
isfy the people, if this can be
done  without departing from
the founders' intentions.”

Johnny Matheson’s Exit

By THOMAS M. McKNIGHT
In The Mooresville Tribune
OHN F. Matheson made his
exit Tuesday from Moores-
ville Mils_after 27 years with
that firm. He made it in a man-
ner in keeping with those 27
years as he had lived them, with
graciousness, dignity, and a

no regrets,” he told
night. !

s

reporter y

it the best years of my life,
the best thinking and

farm near Cheraw. From high
school there, he went on to Ra-
leigh was graduated in tex-

gradi He began work in
the dye plant, and in eight years
had worl is way through the
mill and the president's
chair. 1t was during thise early
years that he became known as
X " to the hundreds of mill
em| never lost that

and es-
teem, from either supervisor or

sweeper, as he put together near- -

Iy three decades among the peo-
ple he loved.

And Tuesday night it was still
“Johnny" to the multitude of mill

something
for the ma-
terial things of life. And tonight
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they were sad and a liftle be-
wildered and anxious to show
their gratitude.

In the 40 minutes we were
there, people were milling all
over the place, some over-
alls and some in their Sunday
best. They were there to pay spon-
taneous tribute to a man who
had built Mooresville Mills from
a plant of 800 employes to one

3,000, with more than 50,000
spindles and. 2,000 looms, having
a capacity of more than 35 mil-
lion yards of assorted fabries a
year. He had measured his
achievements always by the Gold-
en Rule. and these were his
friends Tuesday night who had
prospered and lived happily under
such a rule.

COMPLIMENT FROM CIO

The greatest compliment we
ever heard paid to Johnny was
from a man who wanted to be
his enemy. Two years ago, when
the CIO had lost a one-sided elec-
tion here, two of fl

22

standing behind it.

“Want to shake?" asked one
the organizers, holding. out his
hand.

“Sure,” we said. “We've got

other organizer, Vi
Matheson who beat us. Those peo-
ple down there realy belere in

said his partner, “he
one helluva decent

And that, coming from a CI0
organizer, we'll have to buy.

“Yeh,
must  be
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