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Ike's Highway Program Makes Sense

RESIDENT EISENHOWER'S proposal  would be no coordinating agency to in-
P ederal highway funds is no ex.  lewrate the highway programs of the ev-
n to the old rule there are  ¢Fal states

Rep. Dondero believes, with the Presi:
dent, that the better answer s a bigger
share of the tax revenue for the states
1o spend on the federal-aid system, which
represents only 19 per cent of total U.S.
highway mileage but bears 81 per cent of
total non-urban traffic

The President's proposal makes sense
1o us. In fact, if defense spending ever
drops materially, he could afford to
carry it one step further. In addition to
the revenue from the two-cent gasoline
tax, Uncle Sam is also getting more than
two billion dollars a year from special
automotive taxes on vehicles, parts, tires

u o sides to every question.

Currently, Uncle Sam collects two cents
on every gallon of gasoline used by mo:
torists. This nets an annual total of some
900 mil! dollars. But the federal gove
ernment has been returning to the states
for road-bullding purposes only some 575
million dollars of this amount

The federal gas tax is scheduled to
drop to 1.5 cents on April 1. Mr. Eisen-
hower has asked Congress to keep the
fax at two cents, and fo increase alloca-
tions fo the states to 800 million dol-
Jars—a better cut for the states, but still
100 million dollars a year short of the

P ants hich goes fo

ehifbetibng .wl\r\l\\llhr;rl.mv' none of which goes for
On one side of the issue are those who '”:‘M “If_' He 4 R vt o, o

believe that the federal government HRLae O BN ponies

up this anomalous state of affairs in his
speech to the same highway conference.
Said the senator

should get out of the gasoline tax field,
and leave it to the states. We have some
sympathy with the principle they argue.
but there are other factors involved, and
they were well stated by Rep. George A,
Dondero of Michigan at the recent
annual meeting of the American Associa-
tion of State Highway Officials

“The simple truth is that the fedecal
government does not practice what it
preaches in this field of taxes. It says to
the stafes that they must not divert rey
enues users 1o other pur
poses under ”lll‘l‘ of losing a share of the

3 federal apportionments for highway ain;
To repeal the federal tax on gas vet the federal government itself levics
would not _mean more money for roards taxes on highway users and employes ‘ke

but less. We could not expect the 4%

revenue for ger
states to add the two cents a gallon to

I purposes

;hrvr taxes in order to obtain more fuils If there is virtue in Uncle Sam's role
or building roads. Some states might do s hig

in taxing highway users, it would b
50 while others would refect the idea : hway u g

more free of blemish if a bigger part
of the revenue were spent on highways.

“To abolish the Federal Bureau of Roads
would result in chaos and confusion, Tiee

No Long End Of The Butter Stick

7\ AYBE Ezra Taft Benson is not the
4V best administrator in the world.
Maybe he is a procrastinator. Surely he
will be a political liability, in some states,
to the Republican Party. But let it be
#aid that he has the courage to make an
unpopular decision when it is in the
public interest to do so.

His decision to reduce the butter sup-
port price is in that category We believe
he made a sound, albeit overdue decision,
and applaud him for it.

The butter case is symptomatic of the
mounting surplus problem. Last Novem-
ber the Commodity Credit Corporation
acquired, on loans, 3.2 million pounds of
butter. In December it took over 11 mil-
lion pounds. During only the first two
weeks of January, the last figures avail-
able, it acquired 13.5 million pounds.

During the same period government
Joans on cheese and dried milk also in-
creased sharply. The increased acquisk
tion of dairy products was paralleled by
that of other agricultural products—
wheat, corn and cotton. CCC funds which
were supposed to last until mid-summer
ran out this month. So Congress rushed
through authority for the CCC to use
another 682 million dollars, and it will
probably have to ask for at least another
billion dollars to take care of loan re
quests for this crép year

Now if most of these

products which the government takes
over under the loan program were being
disposed of, things would work out fine.
But the fact is that domestic and foreign
markets have not absorbed these prod:
ucts. Producers offer their commodities
to Uncle Sam at the high support prices
he is required to pay. Thus CCC holdings
in farm commodities are piling up higher
and higher. From June 30 to Nov. 30,
1953, they increased by an estimated
1.7 billion dollars. As of Nov. 30, there
were over one billion pounds of dairy
products in government warehouses, 854
million bushels of wheat, 530 million
bushels of corn, six million bales of up-
land cotton—and the total has increased
since then.

The effect of Secretary Benson's order
will be a decrease in dairymen's income,
a decrease in housewives' grocery bills,
a decrease in the rate of government
loans on butter. The butter case will
probably be a pilot project—the same
reduction may later be applied to other
commodities, for the secretary of agri-
culture does have some leeway to adjust
sunvort prices by existing law.

The farmer. admittedly, has the short
end of the stick in this deal. We are for
the action nevertheless, because the con-
sumeraxpayer. for too long, has not
even had a hold on said stick, which
didn't have a long end.

agricultural

It's Doggoned Hard To Figure

(‘IHRLIE the big, friendly collie down who live a lot farther away than your

4 the street, and his friend Tinker. boss does?”
who lived in Charlotte before he came “Well. .
out 1o the county via the pound on “And remember (Tinker's tail was

Shuman avenue, were talking. as dogs
will do, by the big willow oak at the bot-
tom of the lot. They started discussing
taxes. That subject being much on our
mind. we decided to listen in

straight back and quivering now: when
your boss took you out to Freedom Park
to watch the ducks? Did you know that
the city folks pay for all the recreational
ties in town that the county folks
use t00? And that the city, not the coun

“Tell me," said Charlie. “1 am a Meck ¢ “cciic oaid part of the cost of i
lenburger. and you have been amODg nous And that just the city folks pay
those city folks. \\\uw‘w, can explain  gor keoping up the streets. and widening
to me why they arc all time grousing ypem, and traffic control there in town
about Len it il than my boss  ypere the majority of the county folks
and the rest of the county folks do. My gorke

‘b‘f\"' s 50 lww‘ by those arguments,  «Now Tinker," said Charlic. “don't

get so doggish. Surely reasonable human
beings can work out some kind of an
agreement. By the way, what ever did
become of all that talk about consolida
tion? If your city friends are so hopped
Armory-Auditorium, which is just a cou- UP On tax inequality why don't they get
ple miles away, soon as it's finished?" more interested in this county commis-

“Why sure - sloner race coming up., and work for

‘consolidation’ candidates®"
“And do you know that the city folks

“I will," sald Tinker sadly, “be d
up the money for that. even those goned if 1 know.”

said Tinker
Your boss likes to
watch basketball games and go to con-
certs. Reckon he'll be going to the

“Now wait a minute
“Answer me this

but what's

From The LaGronge (Go) Daily News

ITISTO LAUGH

'VERY TIME we hear a howl
ter we are envious. Ours never ha
e and

We've found ourselves in this category.
Others get red in the face. Every person

amounted to more than a has his own characteris! ughter.
it worries us. But whether we can haw or hee we
A fellow can crack the best joke of need more laughter in the world. Some

hter. especiall

v wh
whe

at ourselves. Laugh-
we take ourselves too segjously
when we don't take our-
agh. But above all we
hee-hee kind

the month and we laugh, but a real haw-
haw we find almost impossible to extort
under any circumstances

There'll always be a place in the world €
for the person who can roll with
ter. He finds ready company |
crowd of jokesters. He is the target of Kat
every television comedian. Every con
wants him around. He makes everybo
feel good.

Then there's the person who can
1augh so hard tears will come o his eyes

any
tell the class
a body is immersed
asked the science teacher.
The telephone rings."—
Fra ) NewsPness.

1w What happens w

n wat
“Certainly
T Myuss

"There’s Been Talk He Believes In The Bill Of Rights’

People’s Platform

HEE R Lok

QT Wnin T PTG

Hurrah For TV A

Myrile Beach, §. C.

Editors, The News
IMH READ your editorial,
nd Reds Are of Pub.
lie umm " This seems an un
fortunate linkage of ideas. Let
a story; a true one,

In 1925, 1 was deeply in
ferested in minerals of several
salable types and had occasion
to go through the arcas now

covered by TVA. I found il
literacy rampant, jobs scarce,
schools poor and the people

very hungry indeed

Tn 1053, [ attended the
nual jamboree of the North
Carolina, Georgta and South
Carolina mineral  groups near
Franklin, N. C. 1 talked very
extensively with hundreds of
people all over the area the next
fow days. There were dosens of
fine little lakes and gener
prosperity was the order of he
day.

ln the area, there are few
houses without electricity. Many
of the mountain cabins on the
high lines are electrified. The
towns are doing business and
growing, There are hotels and
plenty of motels all pund.
The mines are being worked,

and general prosperity is the
rule, all due to TVA

“Creeping socialism.”  God
forbid such a designation. After

all, the hills, the rivers and the
valleys belong o our people.
The right to improve them,
il it costs money, is ou
and our privilege. TVA has ad-
vised people how to live better,
happier lives and to be better
Americans. No private power
cutfit ever has done such things
TVA has planted fish in the
streams that were barren, they
have shown how 1o reforest the
mountains and to check the pe-
riodic and devastating {loods
The happiness of the people is
fully apparent and outside
money has come into the moun
tains and the valleys and t
are happy and prosperous. TVA
has far more than paid its divi
dends. Possibly not in cash, but
humanity and happiness are
more important

Leaving the TVA area, 1 went

e
right

down lo Georgia where the
great Clark Hill system of dams
is rapidly reaching completion,
and | saw the same thing, Bar
ien cotfon fields of the fall
Iine transformed into a eat
and marvelous thing of beauty.

Miles upon miles of lakes. More
fishermen than I have ever
seen i one place before. It
was a holiday

But of far more importance
fo me was the fact that great
reserves of health had been es-
tablished in an  impoverished
area, and that this great reserve
of power, as had the TVA sys-
tem, made it possible without
any disruption of civilian pow-
er, to organize and build a great
stomic plant in South Carolina
to protect and to defend our
rights of freedom. The same is
true of the Tennessee plants at
Oak Ridge.

Coming eastward, we entered

the area of the great Santee
Cooper development, also a
public one. Here was a great

system establishing reserves of
power for a poor state that not
«one private power company could
ever establish. Here again, but
in a slightly lesser degree, we
found great benetit to the peo-
ple. We own these plants, these
lakes and these projects. So-
cialism? No, just horse sense.
It's our country and our
money.

When I came fo Myrtle
Beach in 143, the power system
was lousy. So we sold out the
whole works, decrepit as it was,
to Santee Cooper, and we now
have a power system which
shortly will be second to none,
and the rates are dropping
steadily. Even hurricanes fail
to daunt the system for long.
1 am the hurricane officer for
this area, and can speak factu

ally
1 believe the more publicity
that a treaty, hearing or other
matter dealing with the peo-
ple's affairs and rights and
privilges has, the less you and
1 can or will be enslaved and
downtrodden, In fact, unless I
miss my guess, there is small
chance of the American public
m-lrmm: anything else today.
Too many of
us hne seen TV, A, the Clark
Hill dam system, the great
Santee Cooper system, camped
along it, lived in motels along
it and fished in its waters, to
be kidded any l<-ngcx.
Hurrah for TVA,
—DR. WALDO H. JONES

Court Should

Ban Segregation
Charlotte

=

Editors, The News:

ql CH MEN as Roger Williams,
& John Marshall and Horace
Mann were great Americans of
former eras. Their genius still
adds to the comfort and joy of

countless people. All of us should
be proud of our noble heritage.

However, we who live in the
present should look also to the
future. All persons without re-
gard to race nr mlnr are entitled
to_the abundant

Perhaps mlny \esrm would
approve segregation in the public
schools, provided separate fa-
cilities were really equal. In
contrast, there are white people
who believe integration more

ethical at all times.

1 believe the Supreme Court
will and should outlaw sepat
schools. Whatever the decision
may be, we who live now have
the moral stature to live togeth-
er in peace and good will. This
is our duty as conscientious citi-
zens.

ORA WILBERT EADS

Treasury Glad
To Receive Check

Spartanburg, §. C.
Editors, The News:

T your suggestion, 1 mailed

directly to the U. §. Treasury
Dept. the check representing 4
per cent of my weekly salary,
asking that it be applied to re-
ducing the national debt. From
J. L. Schram, special assistant
treasurer, 1 received this reply:

"We acknowledge with thanks
receipt of your communication
dated Feb. 4, with enclosure of
your check, representing a con-

Y
deposited into the Treasury for
credit to miscellaneous receipt
account ‘gifts to the United
States’. The amount will thus
become part of the general fund
of the Treasury, {rom which all
expenses of the government are
paid pursuant to appropriations
made by the Congress,

“The patriotic spirit expressed
|r'| ;olur action is deeply appreci-
ated”

11 this idea would catch fire,
we would have the country out
of debt in a relatively short time.

My reaction fo the letter from
the Treasury Dept. was a feel-
ing of elation, because it seemed
to indicate that working people
could give all they want to re-
duce the national debt, and this
without red tape and expensive
bookkeeping cost to the govern.
ment.

“Let's start a crunde fn pay
off the national debt. Let it be
entirely voluntary.”

—J. WILSON HARRISON

Six Rocks In Tar Heelia
Marked By Vanished Race

L
(1

HE SIXTH of the known pe-

troglyphs in North C-rolmn
has been rediscovered by Dr. N
of Newton, a “rockwrit-
tng” fan, This is known ss
the Petty Rock, and was de-
scribed as early as the 1880's,
when the late Dr. J. M. Spain-
hour of Lenoir County sent a re-
port on it to the Smithsonian In-
stitution. Apparently, it had been
observed by the first settlers,
and it is said m Indian burial
ground was near

After a search nl several days
last summer, Mr. Jones located
the old Petty Rock in the Yadkin
River about three miles below
North Wilkesboro. It is a granite
boulder about 30 feet long @
three to five feet wide, the high-
est point rising about four feet
out of the waler.

Mr. Jones says the writing on
this rock is known as cup-sculp-
ture, which is the simpliest type
of anclent stone-cutting. The cupu
sre from one to three i
more in diameter and over hlll
an inch deep. On the Petty Rock
they are generally scattered with-
out apparent order. The Newton
man says they might be a map,
e might be a census of the tribe.
He counted 225 markings and es-
timated that erosion might have
eaten away as many more. They
may have been carved by a race

BILL SHARPE
In The State)

antedating the Indians as we
know them.

PAINT ROCK

Five other rocks containing
markings have attracted Mr.
Jones, One of these is Paint

Rock, a cliff on the north bank
of the French Broad, right on the
Tennessee line.

In 1854, a correspondent “wan-
derer” wrote an extravagant de-
scription of Paint Rock for the
Raleigh Registrar. He said

“The rocks in an unbroken wall
are piled one abové another ris-
ing hundreds of feet into the air,
50 overhanging the road, which
is scarcely wide enough for a
carriage to pass, as to almost
shut him from the sight of day
and make him shudder for his
safety.

“He gazes upon this stupendous
pile of rocks, rearing their awful

eads far above him, bidding de-
fiance to the thunder's heavy
bolt and the tornado's fearful

wer, and streching so far
along the distance that they seem

& the river from
llnl mrnwm:‘hun wwells and
pllvllllu t ﬂw remembrance

that has placed them

2

lhﬂ'l
No wonder that Wanderer
ned name (o this horse,
The cliff is about 100
and scores of gorges
|n th Carolina are more awe-

Iul Paini Rock has been In dis.
pute for a long time. In 1799 the
Boundary Commission surveying
the State Line reported that
stains on the rock resembled M
res of humans and beasts.
mn belr tains now, but u..y
y oxidation of iron
and it ukn I fot of imagination
fo see anything at Paint Rock
except the soot of campfires. Ap!
parently the spot has been fai
vored by picnickers or campers:
ONE IN YANCEY

A petroglyph we had never
heard of is called the Garden
Track Rock, located 24 miles
out of Buml\ lle on the Asheville
“Very strange carvings
cover about ten square feet of
it," says Mr. Jones. He says they
compare with carvings found on
a rock In Georgia, and wunu
they might have been ma »
a hunting party. Indians
believed to hatve occuples
area permanently.

Two other rocks marked by an.
cient inhabitants of North Caro-
lina are described by Mr. Jones.
One is a rock west of Winston
Salem, the other near Creston in

thl)

Ashe.

The prize of them all — chiefly
because the markings can be
easily seen if not understood —
is the famous Jutaculla rock iy
Jackson County, near LaPorte
The strange carvings cover the
entire surface of this rock—some
500 feet of intricate work. Whok
rver wrote on this rock preceded

the Cherokees, who disclaim aw
thorship, They have a legend 0
explain it, however.

Jutaculla, a legendary giant,
was the owner of Jutaculla Old
Field Bald, a mountain on the
Tennessee Ridge, which he
cleared for a farm. Leaping from
this mountain down into the lov-
land, he landed on the rock, and
the carvings are the scratches
left by his foot.

What the Jutaculla marks mean
no one knows. But they must
mean something quite important

Nobody is going to do all that
chiseling for nothing.

Will Historians Call Big 4
Failure Last Peace Chance?

By JAMES

WASHINGTON

T\\'O tigers moved up closg to

examine each other again,

and again they ~withdrew to

watch and wait and sharpen their
claws.

That may be the historians' de-
scription of the Berlin meeting,
which began Jan. 25 and ends this
week, between the Big Four for-
eign ministers.

Three of them from the Wes!
United States’ Dulles, Britain's Ed~
en, France’s Bidault—have talked
four weeks with Russia's Molotov.

Neither side was expected to
vield anything. Neither did. In that
sense the meeting was not a dis-
appointment.

But history may consider it a

R tragic disappointment if it turns

out this was the last chance the
Big Four had {o settle their differ-
ences peacefully before World War
.

This was only the latest in a
series. The previous' one was in
September 1M9. There may be

then this one, in
spite of the attention it attracted
now, may wind up as only a tiny
footnote in history.

At the time of the first break-
down over Germany and Austria
this country and the rest of the
West were practically unarmed;
Russia was an arsenal.

Still, there was a balance be-
tween them: this country was no
match for Russia in number of
men under arms but this country
had the atom bomb, which Russia
didn't. The bomb was enough to
discourage Russian attack in Eu-

rope.

In the years since 196 both
sides have built up their muscle,
sharpened their claws, pushed and
pulled and tested each other with-

MARLOW
gﬁ locking in a full death m-uﬁ

Communism.

Russia clinched her hold on the
satellites, grabbed C\ucmnnlomm
(1848), rushe it of the
atom and hydrogen bombs, achiev-
ing her first atomic explosion i
1949, her first hydrogen one in
1953, And the Chinese Communisty
took over all of China (1M9),

At war's end the Communists,
in Russia alone, ruled 200 million
people. Now communism, Russian
and Chinese, rules 800 million un-
der a solid Red military alliance
that stretches from central Europe
and across Asia to the Pacific.

The West—

Under the threat of Russia the
United States moved on from the
atomic_bomb to development of
tle hydrogen bomb and built up
an atomic armory so vast it is

beginning to put more reliance
on atomie weapons, less on men.

The United States and Western
Europe came out of the helpless-
ness of their disarmament to new
rearmament and formation of their
own military alliance, the North
Atlantic Pact (1949),

The tests—

When Russia threatened to gob-

ble Greece and Turked, former
President Truman abandoned tra-
ditional American isolationism in
peacetime by rearming them
(1847). When Russia tried to force
the Allies out of Berlin with a
blockade (148), this country
llmnhed the blockade with the air-
ift

When ~communism ~threatened
impoverished Western Europe
from within, this country hel
it with Marshall Plan economic
aid (148). Communism tried an-
other thrust with the invasion of
South Korea (1950 but was blocked
in a war that lasted three years,
is not yet officially ended.

hiew rearsens . GOP Official Forced Bramblett Trial

WASHINGTON it

on to his chiefl assistant,
Oehmann, with this note:

Andrew

Bramblett, he took a second look.

inal division

The memo stated

ory of how Congressman
Bramblett of California was
victed can now be told
ng of five
ocratic lawyers who didn't want to
ute this Republican congressman.
hey were overruled by a new Justice
Department _executive who happens to
be a Republican and who ordered (he
case to tria

Though Attorney General
has been cha
certain eas

mot_play th

Hare s how the. backstage story um-
folds

1# December. 1032, as the Truman ad-
tration was I\\ leave office,

tried and ¢
His prosecution caused the

i

Brownell
with playing m!vun in
nly did

Bramlett's dist
Attorney General J
Democrat. which read in part
“Drew Pearson has
Justice Department bis p
that Congressman Ermest Br
ed salar
ployes. We
fore new a
ERavishis
The telegram w
Charles Murray. then assistant attormy
general in charge of the Justice Depart.
ment’s criminal division. who forwarded

McGranery,

n due course to

“Andy—Let's not assume justice will
miscatry when our suecessors take over.
Give this the usual treatment

Murray's confidence in the ensuing
Republicap administration was not mis
placed. They proved more anxious to
prosecute a fellow Republican than did
certain Democrats.

Democrats Say No

Tl"' kickback charges against Bramb-
lett were processed in due course,
and on Jan. 14, Attorney General Me-
Granery, the outgoing attorney general,
ordered prosecution in a letter which be
himself signed.

Since only six days remained before
Eisenhower was to be inaugurated and
Attorney General Brownell took over, it
was obviously impossible to prosecute and
the matter was delaved. It did not come
before the new Republican chief of the
criminal division, Warren Olney IlI,
until March

At that time there passed across his
Jesk a routine recommendation that lne
criminal charges sgainst Cony
Bramblett be dismissed. Ordinarily, 0A-
ney might have 0.K'd the recommenda-
tion, since it was signed by men fa-
millar with the case. But being mew in
office and being from California, as is

]

The five subordinate attorneys who
found no ground for prosecuting the Re-
publican congressman were all appoint.
ed by Democrats. Despite this unanimous
recommendation, the more Olney looked
at the case the more skeptical he be-
came that either some kind of a fix
had been put in to save Bramblett or
else a trap had been laid to embarrass
him as the new chief of the criminal
divisi

So he asked for the entire Bramblett
file and turned il nver to an independent
attorney of . choosing.

New Documents

IS attorney turned up several inter

esting and rxmmtly important doc-
uments which had been held out of the
abbreviated file I'hlfh had come across
the desk of the new assistant attorney
keneral.

One of them was the signed order by
Attorney Gen MeGranery for erim-
inal prosecution. His letter listed sev-
eral laws which Bramblett had violated.
It was emphatic and unequivocal.

Another was & motation that Edward
B. Williams, Bramblett's attorney, had
called at the Justice Department on Jan.
9. 1853, stating that he was acquainted
with Mr. Olney. the new Republican
who was about to take over the crim-

that
Williams mentioned this {riendship and
asked for hvornh!o consideration in the
Bramblett cas
Later it dwelwed in court testimony
that Bramblett had phoned his campaign
manager, John Hardaway, at about this
time, teling him not to worry,  that
everything was being “fixed.”
The omission of these two documents
from lhe file handed to Olney was sig-
lllll The l cGranery h en

n.ma lhnl m outgoing D-.ocnu
were all set to throw the

biett. The second document, .mm: that
Williams, a reputed friend of Olney's,
asked for l-vmbl- consideration, might
have led to the conclusion that Olney,
the new lmuhlmn chief, was fixing a
case for a friend,

S0 Olney called in the five Democratic
attorneys and fired them. He also or-
dered ion of Bramblett.

Reason for firing lhn five attorneys
was not that they made
recommending dismissal of the Brambiett
case, but because withheld m(P
nent information. m d:hhtrm
sion of Attorney Gent Ikcrumn
letter from the files appeared eithe:
caleulated to earry out a fix for Inw
blett or else to entrap the new Repubx
lican chief into dismissing ecriminal
rruuu“lnmsl a fellow Republican.




