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The West Wins A Crucial Test

FTER four years of hesitation and

indecision, France has hammered
an important nail into the scaffolding
of Western defense. The National As-
sembly’s vote to bring Germany into
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
gives the free world fresh hope that
West German soldiers will march into
the NATO defense line before the end
of another year.

A formidable array of problems still
must be resolved before the new defense
structure takes shape. o

There is, of course, the remaining
confidence vote Pierre Mendes-France
is demanding, reversing the Assembly’s
tentative Dec. 24 decision against Ger-
man rearmament. Only an irresponsible
change of heart in the next few hours
will deny the Premier this final victory.

Even with this barrier safely crossed,
however, the Western powers face the
long, tedious task of building an inte-
grated European defense system that
will be sturdy enough to meet the grim
menace from the East. In all corners,
there are awkward architectural prob-
lems,

The narrow margin of victory for M.
‘Mendes-France last night means that
the task of keeping France at its tools
will not be a simple one, The French
nation is still apprehensive about the
~prospect of a rearmed Germany. To
make matters worse, it is equipped with
‘ a parliamentary body that has become a
cockpit of political feuds, skulduggery
and frivolity.

The question of German rearmament
has become a political football during
the past few weeks in Paris—a weapon
{to weaken the Mendes-France govern-
“ment's ranks and eventually push the
Premier from power. One of the opposi-
tion's hatchetmen was former Foreign
Minister Georges Bidault — bitterly at

odds with M. MendesFrance because of
the Premier's passive stand on EDC.
Finally former Premier Edouard Herriot
joined in denouncing the West European
Union pact permitting a rearmed Ger-
many,

’l‘he arguments followed a distinct pat-
tern:

An armed West Germany would domi-
mate the continent. She might put the
West into war with the Soviet Union to
recover her eastern lands. She might bar.
gain with the Russians and turn on the
West. Rearming the Germans would pre-
clude any chance of negotiations between
the West and the Soviets for a general
Furopean settlement. “France,” said M.
Herriof, “cannot sacrifice her conscience.
(She must be faithful) to the memory of
Frenchmen who have died under German

lows.”

M. Mendes-France countered with the
line that ratification of the pact would
give France an important role in East
West relations. If France did not ratify
it. he said, Britain and the United
States would rearm Germany independ-
ently and France would be isolated and
lose her voice in Western affairs.

With confidence in the government
finally at stake, the Assembly gave an
indication last night that it is at last
willing to face the realities of the age.

The decision pulled Britain and the
United States off a hook of anguish and
frustration.

The West is overmatched in Europe.
Both Washington and London know
this. The idea that France could be
bypassed or ignored in constructing the
framework of Western defense is sheer
nonsense. The concept of a strong
Europe with a supine France at its
heart is an impossible contradiction of
terms. The menace of Moscow can be
met only by united strength that in-
cludes France—and Germany.

‘ The Need For Trained Labor

IDDEN beneath the creaks and
squeaks of North Carolina industry

is tremendous vitality. Ben E. Douglas,
director of the Dept. of Conservation &
1 Development, reports that more than
100 million dollars was invested in new
Tar Heel plants and plant expansions
during 1954. The figure for the preced-
ing year was only about 61 million dol-
lars.
“On the whole,” saild Mr. Douglas,
“North Carolina's opportunities for
growth continue unlimited. It remains an
uncrowded state. It is isolated from war-
Its phy gives

The great need in North Carolina is
for increased vocational training of a
sort that will be available to large seg.
ments of the state’s population.

Many rural schools in North Carolina
have excellent courses in agricultural
subfects. But training in other vocational
fields is limited to a few urban school
systems. Industrial training programs in
many sections of the state are non-
existent

Yet large numbers of workers will
soon be needed from every corner of
|h- state to fill jobs in new powerage
being funneled into North

it ready accessibility to the greatest
markets of the world. North Carolina
labor is ample. adaptable and willing to
give an honest day's work for a day’s
ay."
& What Mr. Douglas says i true But the
state’s industrial picture is not alfogether
rosy when it comes to labor. Many of fhe
jobs opening up by the thousands for
Tar Heels today demand special skills
and training. The state’s home-erown
workers. for the most part, simply do not
have the necessary skills and training
The time is past when you can take
a youth out of the cotton fields and
place him at a machine. Technological
progress has made modern industry a
vast, complicated operation—too vast
and too complicated for untrained labor-
ers to comprehend,

Carolina, Skilled metal workers will be
needed, as well as trained manpower for
electronics and other electrical fiel
plumbing. tool and die making. brick-
laying, draftsmen and technicians of
many sorts

North Carolina will have to demon-
strate that it can supply this trained
manpower if it is to continue to attract
industry. Investment in vocational train-
ing would be repaid manyfold as Tar
Heel workers climb up the national per
cavita income ladder.

The demand is present. The campaign
for state funds for a college technical
institute in Charlotte is part of that de-
mand. Here would be a particularly
good starting point for any movement
1o improve vocational training facilities
in North Carolina.

Language Is A Living Thing

ONGLISH teachers and editors seldom

like what is happening to the lan-
guage. Charlotte educators look with
undisguised alarm upon Coolspeak, the
current cant of feenagers, and the edi-
torial voice of Tur GREENSBORO RECORD

has been raised in protest about the
word “terrific” and its changing
meanings.

There, there, now. Language has been
changing ever since the first cave man
began polishing up his gutiurals The
science of these changes is called seman-
ties or semasiology (from the Greek
semo, a sign). An excellent example is
the one suggested by Dr. Calvin D. Lin-
ton of George Washington University
involving “to let.” meaning “to permit."”
It once meant “to hinder.”” When Hamlet
shouted, “I'll make a ghost of him that
lJets me” he meant, “I'll kill whoever
tries to stop me.”

Tracing some of these changes is diffi-
cult because of the essential vagueness
of meanings and the complicated nature
of ideas that must be expressed in words.
Man'’s search for precise meanings often
produces strange transformations. For

From The Florida Times-Union

instance, “soon” once meant “at once"
Now it has come to mean “in a short
time"

To complicate matters further, nearly
all everyday words have more than one
meaning. “Man.” for example, can mean
“human being” without regard to sex
or age, or can be used in contrast to
“‘woman” or to “boy” or, in another way,
can mean “husband” (as in “man and
wife"),

Different words also have their own
emotional coloring so that, even though
they may mean the same thing intel-
lectually, they produce different impres-
sions on the hearer or reader.

In addition, words always seem to be
in competition with other words in the
language. Similarly, meanings are com
peting.

Why do words change in form, sound
and meaning? The cause, say the ex-
perts, is undoubtedly the same as that
of the mutability of all human institu-
tions and customs: Human nature.
Language lives and changes as those who
use it live and change.

PERSONALITY BLOWN AWAY

TEXAS hat manufacturer could

have stirred up a lot of trouble
when he declared that the kind of hat
a man wears is a “highly reliable” in-
dication of the man's personality. This
could ruin the hat business if men get
te worrying about what psychological
secrets that new chapeau would reveal.
‘Why, a man would just as soon be caught
wearing his heart on his sleeve!
*And think of the millions who don't
wear hats except when it rains Are
they going to sit meekly silent and let

people think they don't even have per-
sonalities? But worst of all, we are going
to have to go around from now on
worrying about the dangers of picking
up another man’s personality in ‘a res.
taurant, Who would risk throwing that
in the house when he comes home late
at night?

Old Joe Jones says, “If you want to
cure your wife of nervousnesz. just tell
her it's caused by advanced age.'—
Hartwert (Ga.) Suw

WASHINGTON
TH’E “big business bias" charged
to Defense Secretary Charles
E Wilson by Democrats during
the 1954 campaign may make for
further fireworks in the 84th Con-
&ress
According to Sen. John J
Sparkman (D-Ala.), there *‘has
heen great deliberate discourage-
ment of small business” by the
P(‘nlngo“ through “concentra-
tion” of defense contracts. And
Sparkman, who will become
chairman of the Senate Small
Business Committee next month,
intends to do something about it
First, he told Congressional
Quarterly, he will reactivate the
committee's Procurement Sub-
committee to “stimulate a better
program in the Defense Depart.
ment for small business.” He al-
so plans to find out “whether
present credit facilities are ade-
quate to help small business
carry out defense contracts.” If
not. he added, additional legisla-
tion may be needed.
LONG GOES ALONG
Supporting  Sparkman will be
Louisiana’s Sen. Russell B. Long,
who becomes ranking Democrat
on the Small Business Committee.
Long told CQ that he “never saw
a time under this (Republican)
administration when credit facili-
ties available ln small business
were adequate.” Long thinks one
answer to the small business prob-
lem may be fo require large de-
fense suppliers to subcontract a
certain_percentage of their work
to small firms,
Sparkman sees a sharp cleay-

age between the Wilson and Dem-
ocratic Party concepts of defense
mobilization. Democrats, he says,
want the “broadest possible base
for defense production.” This calls
for “spreading defense contracts”
and encouraging “to the greatest
extent practicable the participa-
tion of small business in the de-
{ense effort.”” The Wilson policy,
he says, has brought concentra-
tion o a “dangerous point.”
SMALL COMFORT

Sparkman finds small comfort
in Wilson's liu'ecll\a of Dec. 7,
which called for “avoidance of
undue concentration” of defense
contracts, and referred to use of
“essential mobilization suppliers”
and a “preferential planning list.
A few more firms might get de-
fense contracts as a result of Wil-
son's order, said Sparkman, but
they wouldn't necessarily be small
businesses.

Also dubious about the effect
of the directive is the outgoing Re-
publican chairman of the Small
Business Committee, Sen. Edward
J Thye (Minn,), He ed Wil-
son Dec. 10 that the “directive
seems to establish a preferential
list of approved firms whe will re-
ceive the bulk of defense con-
tracts with no competition allowed
from firms not on the select list.”
Thye asked: “How can smaller
firms become essential mobiliza-
tion suppliers?”

SHARE IS SMALL

For procurement purposes, as
defined by the Small Business Ad-
ministration, a small business is
one which employs fewer than 500
persons. Such firms make up 98
per cent of the 4.2 million busi-

ness concerns in the U. 8., and
account for about one-half of the
nation’s dollar output. But their
share of prime defense contracts
is generally less than one-fourth

In fiscal 1950, when prime de-
fense contracts totaled $5.4 billion,
small business got 245 per cent
By 1953, with total awards of $28
billion, this percentage had
dropped to 16.2. In 1954, small
business' share of $11.6 billion in
procurement contracts bounced
back to 25.1 per cent. But accord-
ing to SBA, this was because “‘the
value of cancelled contracts al-
fecting small business was rela-
tively less than for contracts with
large business concerns.” Actual
percentage of new contracts
awarded to small business “was
not much higher than in 1953,”
says SBA. And for the first quar-
ter of fiscal 1955, business
got 17.4 percent of some $3 billion
in defense contract awards.
TAR HEEL CONTRACTS

SBA, set up in 1953 as successor
to the Small Defense Plants Ad-
ministration, works to “obtain a
fair share of government procure-
ment” for small concerns. Aside
from making loans, SBA works
with the Defense Department on
a “jont determination program'
under which defense contracts are
earmarked exclusively for small
business. Since the program was
launched in 1952, some 5,800 con-
tracts worth 8557 million have
been awarded to small firms. Of
these, 51 contracts worth $6,208.-
146 went to small firms in North
Carolina.

SDPA and SBA also have is-
sued ‘'certificates of competen.

People’s Platform

U. S. Textile Industry
Must Be Protected

Pa\cueulle‘ Tenn.
Editors, The New
Tlni WILL ltknm\led(t the No-
vember 1954 edition of The
Charlotte News, which described
very thoroughly and completely
the booming and attractive city of
Charlotte.

I cannot help but motice the
great emphasis in this paper on
the importance of the textile in-
dustry to Charlotte and its trade
area. It is interesting to note that
the new plants pictured on pages
€6 and 67 include six textile mil's
out of a total of 10 shown.

On Sept. 22 I read an editorial
in The Charlotte News the gist of
which was that selfish bicycle
manufacturers were anxious 1o
place a tax in the form of a tariff
on the production of cheap for-

eign made bicycles which are
flooding into the country.

The same flood of textiles is
now entering the United States
and discussions will be started in
February to further reduce tariffs
on cheap textiles. With tariffs al-
ready too low any discussion of
reducing tariffs should be can.
celled, and tariffs should be
raised in order to protect the
Jobs of Americans employed in
the toxtile industry,

We cannot help but point out
the inconsistency of this editorial
of Sept. 22 with the great em-
phasis placed upon the textile in-
dustry and what it means to the
City of Charlotte,

It is interesting to compare the
present situation where the Amer-
ican textile industry is being
threatened by the importation of
Japanese fabrics produced with
cheap labor with the situation as
it existed in 1097,

“You're a non-conformist for non- aun[m nnry s sake ., ,

Drew Pearson's
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
T wasn't intended for publication, but
quietly

kept a record of wire-pulling from Cai
for exco

the Justice Department has

tol Hill to secure pardons

The textile industry was begin-
ning to pull out of the terrific de-
pression of the early 30's when in
1936 a flood of Japanese textiles
startetl, reaching a peak in 1937,
This resulted in the American
textile industry falling back into
its worst depression in history.

Secretary Hull taking note of
the situation recommended to the
President that tariffs be raised
on Japanese textiles and this was
done, drying up the importation
of textiles and permitting the in-
dustry to pull out of this depres-
sion in 1

We are quite worried about the
situation at present and can see
only hard times ahead for the
American textile industry as it
fights for the constantly shrinking
domestic market.

ERNEST REES JR.
Vice-President & Gen. Mgr.
Elk Cotton Mills

better to be a conformist.”
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cy" assuring government agen-
cies that low-bidding small busi-
nesses are capable of handling
specific contracts. As a result,
small firms have been awarded

5 million in contracts that
might otherwise have gone to larg-

er, higher-bidding firms of known
competence. Under this program,
one certificale of competency has
heen issued to a small firm in
North Carolina, resulting in $373 -
714 in  government contract
awards.

Democrats Intend To Exploit
Republican Split During 1955

By STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON

AT WITH an administration

program which is not really
very controversial, a popular Pres-
ident, and a non-election year, the
upcoming session of Congress ought
to be fairly brimming with peace
and good will to men But it
won't be.

The reason is twofold. There is
a deep and bitter split in the Re-
publican Party—and the Demo-
crats mean to exploit this split
for_all it is worth.

e Democrats are already
thinking, of eourse, of 1956, and
exploiting the Republican split
for all it is worth is the heart of
Democratic strategy for winning
in that year. Under any circum-
stances, as far as the Senate is
concerned, the Democrats start
with a great natural advantage.
For, by the luck of the draw,
there are about three times as
many Republicans as Democrats
up for re-election in doubtful
states.

LANDSLIDE NEEDED

Thus it is going to take a real
Republican landslide—not simply
an Fisenhower landslide—for the
Republicans to win back the Sen-
ate in 1956. The voters, the Dem-
ocratic leaders reason, are not
apt to give a lafdslide majority
to a party which is constantly en-
gaged in pulling its own hair out
by the handful and kicking itself
in the teeth. And since they con-
trol Congress, the Democrats fur-
ther reason that the Republicans
can be kept almost constantly en-
gaged in these pastimes.

The reciprocal trade issue pro-
vides a good example of the way
the Democrats mean to exploit
the Republican split. The Presi-
dent has indicated that he wants
the Randall Commission tariff pro-
gram, which would permit him
to reduce most tariffs by 15 per
cent in three vears, passed in
this session, The Democrats will
be happy to oblige.
REMARKABLE UNITY

By and large, the Democrats
are remarkably united on the is-
sue. All the Democratic members
of the House Ways and Means
Committee, for example, are for
reciprocal trade, while the Repub-
licans are split six ways to Sun-
day. In the Senate, the Republi-
cans are also divided right down
the middle, while there are only
a handful of Democratic dissi-
aents, notably Kilgore and Neel-
ey of West Virginia.

So the Demoacratic leadership
means to put reciprocal trade
very near the top of the calen-
dar. The Democrats are looking
forward rather smugly to the row
which the issue is sure to gene-
rate among the Republicans.
And it will be surprising if the
Democratic leadership shows any
great haste to get the issue set-

tle
The Democratic leaders, to be

sure, are pledged fo bipartisan.
ship in foreign policy and defensa
matters, But they will feel no
great pain if there are unseemly
wrangles among the Republicans
about such issues

CLUCKING TONGUES

For example, a whole series of
Democrats, led by the shrewd
Senate Democratic Leader Lyn-
don Johnson, rose to “‘commend”
Sen. William Knowland's call for
a “great debate™ on the adminis-
tration's foreign policy. In short,
nothing would give the Democrats
more pleasure than tu adopt states
manlike poses on the sidelines,
clucking their tongues and shak-
ing their heads while the R
pul»imus shoukcd “warmonger**
and “appeaser” at one another
and at the President.

At any rate, the Democrats are
convinced to a man that, with a
strong assist from the Republi-
cans, their position will be great-
1y improved in the next two years.
The curious converse of this con-
fidence, however, is that the Dem-
ocrals are also privately con-
vinced to a man that Dwight D.
Eisenhower could beat the living
daylights out of any potential
Dc::ncuuc Ppresidential candi-

ale.

Moreaver, the Democratic stra-
tegists have as yet no very clear
idea of how to deal with this de-
plorable situation. Most of them
now believe that direct attack on
the President is not a paying prop-
osition. When Paul Butler, the

tacked the President, Lyndon
Johnson reportedly delephoned ta
give him something approxima-
ting unshirted hell. Butler him-
self, whose remarks about the
President’s “lack of capacity”
were strictly off the top of his
head, has reportedly come round
to the view that a direct assault
on the popular President would be
self-defeating
STRATEGY PLOTTED

Then how else is the President
to be cut down to defeatable size?
Some Democrats are beginning ta
of a strategy of identifying
the President with Wall Street
and “the big money,” using the
Dixon-Yates contract as a starter.
But the present intention of the
Teadership is simply to exploit the
Republican division, while leay-
ing the scemingly insoluble prob-
lem of how to beat Eisenhower up
to the candidate, whoever that un-
fortunate may be

The confidence of the Democrats
as regards the Congress, and
their near despair as regards the
‘White House, suggests an cbvious
fact. To a truly remarkable ex-
tent, the Republican Parly is now
almost totally dependent political
1y on President Eisenhower. This
is a fact that some of the more
sensible Republican conservatives
are coming to recognize,

Friends Of Congressmen Pardoned

Holland and Sen

Top Florida Democrats Sen. Spessard
George Smathers in-
tervened to get a presidential pardon for
Delma Carl Suggs of Panama
victed of embezzling government funds.

Byrnes,

y, con:
of Dallas,

Wisconsin Republican;
Frelon Fry of Dallas, Tex
litical pressure from Texas'
Daniel and Congressman J. Frank Wilson
both Democrats

Michael Mo-

and T. Democrat Frank Karsten; and Wilfred
who got po- Forrest of Pine Hill, N, J., aided by New
Sen. Price Jersey's GOP Congressman Charles Wol-

verton and Sen. Robert Hendrickson.
Two ex-GI's also received presidential

viets

The record shows thal those with the
pull have wangled presidential pardons
thereby restoring their full citizenship
rights, while those equally deserving
without the pull, have not

This column is now able to report the
names of congressmen who have brought
political pressure on the Justice Depart
ment to secure these pardons. Here is the
roll-call

Missouri's GOP Congressman Dewey
Short not only telephoned the Justice De-
partment but sent House doorkeeper Tom
Kennamer to the Justice Department
urge the pardon last week of convicted

tax evader Charles Prettyman Jr., of Neo
sho, Mo

Congressman  William S, Mailliard,
California Republican, brought pressure
on the Justice Department to get two
San Francisco liquor violators, W
Files and Joseph Frucht, pardoned
Sen. J. Glenn Beall, Maryland Repub-

0 made inquiries in behalf of
's—postal violator Charles
of Philadelphia and tax-evad
Albert Wilkerson of Baltimore. Wilker-
son also got help from a Democrat—Con-
gressman George Fallon of Maryland.

Georgia's Congressman Prince Preston
also went to bat for a convicted moon-
shiner. George W. Burnsed Jr.. of Savan-
nah, Ga, who was pardoned by Presi
dent Eisenhower after serving two years
at the Chillicothe Federal Reformatory.
Georgia's Sen. Dick Russell also forward.
ed a letter to the Justice Depart-
ment, pleading Burnsed’s case.

Political strings were also pulled for
two recently pardoned tax evaders—Nel-
son Jones of Newport Beach, Calif., who
got help from Congressman James Utt,
California Republican; and Tillie Wilk
of Lakewood, Ohlo, who was aided by
Congressman Michael Feighan, Ohio Dem-
ocrat

Postal Violators

President Fisenhower has recently
pardoned a number of postal violators,
thanks in part to congressional pressure
These include John Collins of T-
bury, Conn. who got a political assist
from Connecticut's GOP Sen. William
Purtell; Harry Landay of Detroit, who
persuaded a Pennsylvania Democrat,
Rep. Thomas Morgan, to make telephone
Inquiries; William Weier of Florence,
Wis., helped by Congressman John

Another postal violator,
roni, who sent a threatening letter
through the mails, got a pardon through
Connecticut's GOP Congressman Horace
Seely-Brown Jr.

Louisiana’s Congressman Overton
Brooks interceded for Harry Milton
Hatch of Shreveport, who served three
years and got another five years suspend-
ed sentence for transporting stolen au-
tomabiles.

Florida’s Congressman Bill Lantaff
helped get a pardon for Harry Duayne
Smith of Miami Beach, who was con.
\|r(ed of evading the amusement tax.
Elmer Kerr of
on City, Ind, got a presidential par
don after serving 30 months at Lewis-
burg Federal Pen for misapplication of
funds. The political wires were pulled
by lndianﬁ GOP Congressman Ralph
Harv

\Imar offenders who have been par-
doned recently with the help of im-
portant congressmen include Antonlo
Paes, Mineola, M. Y., belped by New
York's GOP Congressman Steven De-
rounian; Clyde Peebles of Charleston,
W. Va, aided by West Virginia Demo-
crat Robert Byrd: Albert Fein of Uni.
versity City. Mo, assisted by Missouri

pardons this year. Arnold Honeycutt of
Baughman, Ky. sentenced to four years
for desertion, got his pardon with the
help of Congressman James S. Golden,
Kansas Republican. Al Mark Gold, sen-
tenced to three years for striking an of-
ficer, was pardoned through the inter-
vention of Congressman W. F. Norrell,
Arkansas Democrat,

‘Bombs’ Over Arctic

Low-flying planes raided our Arctic
outposts just before Christmas, but in-
stead of bombs; they dropped Christmas

trees, decorations, parcels and other
goodies.
The Air Force reversed Santa Claus’s

traditional journey and sent Christmas
flights within a few hundred miles of the
North Pole, loaded with gifts for our
snowbound  GI's. Altogether, 25 real
Christmas trees, 10 artificial trees, 1,162
pen-and-pencil sets, 2400 dozen cookies
—provided by the Air Force wives' elubs
of the Newfoundland bases—were dumped
on the far northern outposts

Individual gift packages, full turkey
dinners and hundreds of pocket-book
novels were also parachuted to the iso-
lated outposts.




