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Freedom And Reason Will Suffice

The tree of liberty must be refreshed
from time to time with the blood of
patriots and tyrants. It is its natural
manure. . . Error of opinion may be
tolerated where reason is left free to
combat i

—THomAs JEFFERSON
. .o

'HE Smith Act, passed in 1940, made
it unlawful for any person to advo-
cate or teach the overthrow or destruc-
tlon of any government in the U. S. by
force or violence, or become a member
of a group dedicated to teaching such
doctrine. While recognizing the value
of that law in combating subversion
by Narzis during World War II, and Com-
munists in the post-war period, we are
not persuaded that the Smith Act is
desirable, or that it is even compatible
with democracy. Overt subversive acts
and mere advocacy thereof are quite
different things. Saboteurs and soap box
orators are usually in different leagues,
The man who gives vent to violent pro-
posals frequently finds the process thera-
peutic, and thus contents himself with-
out marching to Washington, with satchel
full of bombs.

But times have changed since Jeffer-
son's day. Men in high places do mot
share his faith in reason and the right
to express the most violent opinions.
Thus it is that many persons with ex-
treme left- or rightwing views are
recommended for prosecution under the
Smith Act, frequently by a member or
committee of Congress. The most recent
suggestion came from the House Un-
American Activities Committee last week.

Its target Is the National Renaissance
Party of New York. The congressmen
also denounced the right-wing publica-
tion. CommoN SENSE.

The committee claims the party is
“clearly subversive and un-American."
NRP has a membership estimated by
the committee at from 200 to 700. It
was organized in 1949. Its president,

James H. Madole, recently presided at
a meeting of “Patriots for McCarthy.”
He and other NRP leaders and their
official BuLLeriv have advocated aboli-
tion of parliamentary government, the
use of all educational facilities to im-
bue young Americans with intense feel-
ing of racial and national pride. Depor-
tation of Puerto Ricans, Negroes. Jews
and Asiatics, and loss of citizenship for
Jews have also been advocated.

The committee specifically recom.
mended Justice Department prosecution
n( NRP, under the Smith Act. Common
E was cited. as among other things,
a “clcarmz house for hate pmnamndls\s
and an “organized hate group.

Whether or not the accused groups
could defend themselves is not known,
hecause the committee did not even give
them an opportunitv to present their
side of the case. Rather than empha
ing documentation of its charge of Smith
Act violation by the NRP, the committee
detailed the hateful, Nazilike tone of
the organization, and the “exploitation of
ignorance, prejudice and fear” by Com-
MON SENSE.

Being acquainted with the publications
of these organizations and similar ones
we readily agree that they are filled
with vicious and lying hatemongering.
Perhaps. because of the sweeping nature
of the Smith Aet. the NRP is liable to
prosecution

But we would that both organiza-
tions be free to spew forth whatever
tripe they wish. however repugnant it
is. Congressional committees can be use-
ful in presenting the facts about such
organizations. At that point let reason,
rather than restriction. combat the
oninions freely presented. Freedom, as
the late Arthur Garfield Hays of the
American Civil Liberties Union insisted,
is a means as well as an end. Freedom
and reason together can counter dema-
gogue's opinions any day, if men will but
use them.

Chatrlotte Crime: Multiple Approach

HE fact that Charlotte's police dept.

is undermanned can hardly be dis
puted any longer. Staff Writer Harry
Shuford documented personnel needs
for News readers yesterday with the help
of Federal Bureau of Investigation sta
tistics. He produced facts and fizures to
show that the Queen City’s “man in
blue” has to police more people and
more territory than his counterpart in
most other communities below the
Mason-Dixon Line.
Most significant fact: Charlotte must
preserve law and order with a police
force that is 10 ver cent below the re-
gional average. That average for cities
in the South Atlantic States is 1.8 po-
licemen per 1,000 population

Proposals that the size of the local
force be increased deserve thoughtful
consideration. But the number of police
dept. employes per unit of population Is
just one factor affecting crime in the
community.

We note with interest that even with
its undermanned staff, Charlotte’s crime
rate is no worse than that of most other
southern cities. Taking robbery, burglary

and larceny figures — included in
“preventable” offenses listed in FBI
Uxtrorm Camve Reports—the  Queen

City has a lower erime rate than Atlanta,

higher than Columbia and about the

same as Chattanooga

This is not to say that a higger force
would not improve the law enforcement
picture. It no doubt would. But other
things—eaqually important—have a bear-
ing on crime and deserve the commu-
nity's attention.

Some factors are virtually beyond com-
munity control—such as population of
the city and the metropolitan area ad-
jacent to it, the economic status and
activities of the population, the composi-
tion of the population with reference to
age, sex and race.

But something can and should he
done about certain other factors. These
include educational, recreational and re-

ligious facilities-of the community, the
policies of the prosecuting officials and
the courts, the standards governing ap-
pointments to the police force, the de-
gree of efficiency of the law enforce-
ment agencies and the aftitude of the
public toward law enforcement prob-
lems. And we would certainly include
in this last list the number of police em-
ployes per unit of population.

But the problems of crime and law
enforcement are not so simple that they
can be solved by any single approach.

Stop The Presses, Mr. Postmaster

N A 20TH CENTURY world where vir-
tually everything from corn likker
to French postcards has gone into mass
production, the U.S. Post Office Dept.
has not lagged behind the times. One
Washington observer reports that since
1040, the hustling federal agency has is-
sued more than 150 differ kinds of
commemorative stamps in of 100
million or more. Obviously. the time has
come for some disgruntled philatelist
to shout, “Stop the presses'"

If it didn't cost taxpayers at least $20.-
000 every time a new stamp comes out
the situation might be funny. The price
tag on some issues is actually much more
for the en-

because 000 just pays
and the initial press run. A par
silly stamp observing the 100th
anniversary of the first p y show in
America cost $30,000—which must have
made a hen cluck with pleasure
But it certainly wasn't chicken feed
There may be some hope after all,

however. At least the old 81st Congress
did turn down a Texas congressman's
plea for a stamp honoring the centennial
of the Angora goat in the United States.

Yet here are some of the special issues
Congress has approved: Stamps commem-
orating the evacuation of Brooklyn by
the Continental Army in 1776, Moina

Swedish pioneers who
American chemists,
an elections,
Youth and

100 years
settled the Midwest,
Kansas City, the Puerto R
Japan, the Gadsden Purchase,

last

the centenary of the arrival of Creek,
Choctaw, Chickasaw, Se n\ﬂ\‘r‘ and Cher-
okee tribes in Ok o

The US. has not nvﬂ\ issued too many
stamps in the last 14 years, it has also
issued some of the world's ugliest. Worst
monstrosity was probably the chicken
stamp—one of 28 new issues authorized

in 1948 by the much-abused 80th Con-
gress. It has all the appeal of a 1807
trademark for plug tobacco,

Stamps i have to be drably de

phic realism. France,
d other European
ntly issued beautl-
stamps. Some have
been w‘ cularly daring in artistic tech-
niaue.

(Even when striving for realism
department’s designers are not always
successful. Experts say the plane pie-
tured on the current U. S. air mail stamp
would never get 10 feet off the ground.
In making a composite drawing of sev-
eral different aircraft, artists produced
something that wouldn't fly.)

Washington needs that happy combi-
nation of good common sense and good
aesthetic sense. Let's lower the quantity

signed with photoar

the

‘But | Thought He Was Coming For Sure This Time'

Conflicting Views

What Is Unfair Taxation?

By CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY

WASHINGTON

HOSE STATE and local taxes

which take a big bite out of
your pocketbook will touch” off
some lively lobbying at the grass
roois next year

While national
trates on federal tax-revision ef-
forts, both labor and business
groups intend to pressure for
“mare equitable” state and local
taxes, The big dispute will come
over Ways and means.

Led by the Congress of Indus-
trial and Am
Federation of Labor, union inter-
ests will push for greater e
phasis on progressive incom
levies, less on sales
property taxes. This, the:
will lessen the presen
portionate™ burden on low
middle income families.
COUNTER ATTACK

Local chambers of commerce,
business federations, and tax foune

lations, with indirect links to the

“hamber of Commerce of the U.
onal Association
rs, will counter
mrmwd against
progressive

ntion concen-

rations

arg
dispro-
and

taxes on business.

These are essentially the same
arguments involved in the labor-
business dispute over federal taxes

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round
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sional chiefs President Eisen
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was trying to decide whethe
is state of the union me

ss on the 6th or Tth o

me ok

Hous
w.- usually acc
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Jet your birthday pass

o ve you the tributes e

i ;m}:v MO pe vy e portance in the United States, that his the unpredictable Frenchman has re-
Note—Rayburn will be 73 margin of victory 14 million votes newed the whole idea.

1 s 6,500,000), that no one Dulles and Gen. Al Gruenther, both

should pay any attention to Adlai Steven- in Paris for the talks, believe the plan

Kit Clardy's Swan Song

We can adjourn rig
the

_which may also erupt again
next session. President Eisenhow-
er says he will ask Congress to
extend corporate and excise taxes
due to expire April 1
FACTS AND FIGURES

In the state-local tax fight, both
sides agree on these facts

While federal tax revenues are
tending downward, state and local
tax collections are still going up

Because some 85 per cent of
Uncle Sam's budget now goes to
meet the cost of national defense,
past and present, state and loc
tax count for over two-thirds
of revenues spent for such civilian
needs as schools, highways, and
hospitals,

Chief source of state revenue is
sales tax. At the loral level
incipal source is the property

dsting state and local taxes
are “unfair''—whether to rich or
to poor depends on your viewpoint
—and should be revised.
WAYS AND MEANS

Labor spokesmen claim husi
ness income taxes in most states
today are “shockingly low.” and
declare that sales and payroll
taxes penalize lower-income fam-
ilies, “Those who represent spe-
cial interests know that a dollar
in (sales and property) taxes
levied by states and lacal govern-
ments costs the wealthy much
less than a dollar collected by
Uncle Sam (in income taxes)’™
charges CTO its current Eco-
nomic Outlook. “That's why they
exert every effort to undermine
the progressive nature of our tax

in C10 headquarters
ring “a_campaign of edu-
cation and political action next
year. when 44 state logislatures

ml\ he in session, to help institute _
3 i

reform including such
steps as

Community inventories to
that no industrial or other pron
erty improperly escapes from the
tax roll; ending of “favoritism™
nroperty values are est
| ~‘m4 for tax purposes: thore
sessments, to jack as-
tes up o current val

see

ues; “more effective” taxes on
corporate profits: and placing of
the tax assessor's office on a non-
political basis.

Officials of the Chamber and
the NAM retort that progressive
taxation is not necessarily the an-
swer to the problem. “We've been
sold the idea too long that tax-
ing the rich is “progressive,”
says one Chamber official. ‘‘We
now have a tax structure con-
ceived by Karl Marx to liquidate
the middle class,” asserts Fred
Maytag II 4hr‘m1m‘ of NAM's Tax-
ation Committee.

Chamber <pm.r<mm are in-
clined to advocate a program of
adapting different types of taxes
o different areas. “No single tax
s the answer—in farm areas you
need property taxes, and in in-

dustrial regions only an income
tax backed up by excises will
serve,” says a Chamber spokes-

an

NAM officials contend the main
problem in states, as well as at
the federal level, is to place less
reliance on “progressive”
—"a_structure
ambition, penalizes success,
courages investments, and
well turn a nation of ri:
rr{rr\nrnnmlcri into a nation of
softie:
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Budget Battle To Be Long,
Lively Tug-Of-War In1955

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
NATOR EUGENE Millikin of

Colorado, a Republican with
a strong sense of humor, de-
scribed the atmosphere at the

meeting of congressional leaders
as so harmonious that the partici-
pants could almost hear the coo-
!nz of doves. But Millikin, who is
also a realist, must know that the
background noise is the hammer-
ing together of political traps and
snares which the Democrats
mean to set for the Republicans,
One of them, and it may well
prove to be the biggest one, is
labeled, “Taxes and debt.” with
a secondary caption you
promised to balance 'the ‘budget,
ha, ha, ha." Democrats are put-
ting figures together and doing
a little crystal-gazing which, they
claim, shows that the hudget will
go unhalanced for each of Presi-
dent Eiscnhower’s four years. The
tota al deficit for his term in office
is likely {o reach $20 billions
THE OTHER FOOT

This is a sort of shoe-on-the-
other-foot situation for the Demo
crats, who for years in presi-
dential campaigns had the charge
of deficit spending thrown at
them. Now they are saying that,
after all, President Truman bal-
anced the budget in three of his
seven vears in the White House
and despite sweeping fax cufs
passed by the Republican 80th
Congress. What they are not s
ing, naturally, is that two years
of this budget-balancing act oc-
curred before the Korean War,
when the Truman secretary of
defense had cut the military
down to $13 billion a year.
Politics to one side, the battle
over the budget in the coming
Congress is certain to be pro-
longed and bitter. Secretary of
Dofense Charles E. Wilson will
ask for an additional §5 billion,
most of which will go for an ex-

panded Air Force and a_speedup
of continental defense. The des.
perate situation in America'y
schools, with a deficiency of at
least 50,000 clagsrooms, wil|
bring new pressure for direct fed.
eral aid to education. The Demo.
crats will not allow the Repub.
licans to forget that it was large.
ly Republican votes that brought
about transfer of tidelands oil to
the states when the vast revenue
from this source might otherwise
have been diverted to school aid,
UNDER FIRE

At the center of the conflict
over laxes and debt will be Sec.
retary of the Treasury George
llumphr:y‘ the most influential
member of the Eisenhower Cab-
inet. And he be under firg
from both flanks of the Demo-
cratic line — from both the spend.
ers and the savers.

Foremost among the latter js
Sen. Harry F. Byrd of Virginia.
A year and a hall ago he way
chiefly responsible for blocking a
rise in the debt limit from $275
billion to $290 billion. The Vir-
ginia senator also has charged tha
Treasury with leaving unneces-
sarily large balances in the na.
tions' banks on which the gov.
ernment receives no interest.

But what has really stirred up
Byrd and other Democrats is the
suspicion that various devices are
being used to get around the
debtceiling.

If he is to hold the line, Hum.
phrey must stand off the spend-
ers while at the same time
making sure that the savers ars
not too aroused. He has proved
again and again, that he knows
how to win friends and influence
people. But the coming year is
certain to be his biggest test and
it will be a test with the most
far-reaching political implicationg
for the administration of which
be is so prominent a member.

People’s Platform

Please keep letters brief,
may be withheld.

See Your Christmas
Cards Come To Life

Charlotte

ing rarﬂs this year that were
pleasing both in appearance and
Those with a re-
¢ are appealing, and
ribboned holly
Iy a sweet
hile those of
an indoor nature depicting close
family ties are welcome too
Some thoughtful friends from
far away places who never write
fail me in the

otherwise, never
Christmas scason. Sometimes a
little  handwr: note accom-

panies it telling of the passing of
an old acquaintance or the top-
pling of an old landmark that I
once knew as a lad. Some of them
have golten up in the world and
send a pretty embossed or pri
ed card, but I most appreciate

gn their names in-
ibing them in cold

stead of ins
print.

The picture card draws on the
imagination as it carries a great-

er dimension. 1f possible, I hope
all who can, will visit our mot

tains this week, or not later than
next, and see the great pictures
that we like so well at Christmas.

nd give name and address.
The News reserves the right to condense.

Names

On Sunday, I was caught in a
snow storm at beautiful Roan
Mountain, where the balsam and
heather grow. Snow-capped peaks,
each seeming to reach higher than
the other, were glistening white,
The cattle in a hundred barn-
yards, the sheep clustered on the
hillside, the smoke curling through
the driving snow, and the warm
hospitality ~ coming from  the
mountaineer's hearth all painted
wonderful Christmas pictures. And
most of all, if you want the spirit-
ual side of Christmas at its best, go
to a little mountain *hurch and
take part in the services, sing-
ing the songs in the manner that

mountaineers always have sung
them. Yes, an Tlizabethan tinted
With

picture awaits your visit
good Christmas wishes to all, I re-

main
~MERCER J. BLANKENSHIP

Quote, Unquote

Wife — Why did you tear out
the back part of that new book?
Absent - Minded Doctor — Excuse
me, dear, the part you speak of
was labeled **Appendix” and 1 took
it out without thinking." — Lamar
(Mo.) Democrat.

That's What We Like About The Times

(FROM THE REPORTER)
YOU want to know why we
like the New York Times so
ell, we'll tell you why we
like the New York Times so
much. As the prosecution wound
up its case in Cleveland against
Dr. Samuel Sheppard, the head-
lines here in New York set us to
breathing pretty heavy

SUSAN HAYES TESTIFIES ON
SHEPPARD TRYSTS, leered
World-Telegram an SUS,
TE SA

muc

"ROMANCE got the
red treatment a cTos s
the ~ Journal-

SUSAN
WITH \ AM."
IS,

=5

velped the Daily News. NURSE'S
FULL STORY IN Q & A was the
Da .

our four cents. Even the Herald
Tribune ran the unfortunate wit-
ness's picture on page one under

SHEPPARD

The Times treated Miss Hayes
somewhat differenlly. On page
36, in the second bank of a stand-
ard one-column headline, ap-
peared the words: “Woman TCUI
of Relationship with Doctor.”

Sam Rayburn: ‘No Blrthday Oratory’

G l(\\ Jersey,

h
felive

is the reason wh;
Miller, a form
commissioner for New

labor and was sent as
to the Int (‘rnalmnal

rose

6th
Martin

son,

is one of the few
by the Eisenhower administration, Here

Republican high'vay
Jersey, was
one of Tke's first assistant sccretaries of

and
The chair
of

I
The chairman relented.

made a speech procleiming that Eisen-
hower was the only leader of any im-

plus more of the same,

officials fired

made

can delegate

ly was able to

Uncontrollable French

Though it's been kept very hush-hush,
French Premier Mendes-France has made
a startling proposal
States agree to stop all production of
atomie and hydrogen bombs.

ping H-bomb production, bu
talk him out of it,

is completely cockeyed for this reason:
ia might very well agree to stop pro-

that the United g

Now

government .
Case
dra wer preference from Ike on New

18 mon!
ing that Secretary of State Dulles
personally {ly to Thailand in February.

rent Workers. Both men have helped
C1A

communism abroad in

. Newly elected Sen.

of New Jersey will get

appointments. An early Tke-man,

Office in Ge nce made his proposal dur. Ca of Eisenhower's favorites . . .

There, at a s of the Atlantic Pact The Kremlin is building up Poland as

ches were egan last week, and as the cornerstone of the European satel-

insisted on of State Dulles is lite “defense alliance.” The commander of

1, A, M same fantastic the unified satellite armies is expected 1o

Pakistan, re- EtFrence mikde  seceatly be Polisiborn Seviet Mariha] Konatantin

s were taboo. lles when he visited Washington Rokassovski Scientists believe they
i President Eis have found an antidote to the deadly,
proclama-  Inside fact is that MendesFrance 0dorless nerve gases ints
wanted to make a speech before the ;l p'"hrcpﬂr‘: grimly wam‘hthat :hl

Tnited Natic ut Bz and. the next country on the road to

A e s o ] aggression, will fall to the Reds within

Benson’s Delay
The secretary of agriculture has final
ly announced support prices on so-called

Michael, the first flight to Basra, Iraq, and raise the quality of commemorative There's an interesting story behind  The international group of labor lead: ¥

the progress of American women in the stamps. e swan-song e ers and experts from every free country duction. But she would never allow an feed gr: arley, rye, and grain
the world sat dumbfounded. No one inspection team inside the Soviet Union at 70 per cent of parity.

ever discussed  American internal 0 See whether the Kremlin was living announcement usually made

ting time so farmers can

up to the agreeme
be getting for

From The Wall Street Journal
B e ties before and no one supposed

e ) = : Ll“‘\\ how much they
1ss the domestie politics of any . ST i
FINE FEATHERS They wera supposed 0 leave do. Washington Pipeline ikl Gioe Mo/t ia Pl i ety i
U ) eoled at Haaic i & ) schedule unless he has some idea of what :
LADY in England reports that her advisory service. Those gentlemen said A The “king pin” agent who Spencer Mil: supports will be. But Benson held up the
i L) f er Miller sat down you could have jer rr says was nnouncement this year until aft " '
white Wyandotte hen first became they would look into it up rose Phil De- ed to be PR aid “M{[ms‘ oo "T“‘
speckled and then turned black. Later It is our theory that this hen has ican Acti f they 7 Hbee. bie ok the miost efforiins woires Ay risaied until after the elec-
the hen became white again. But mow ghserved that females of the human m:‘" Tf"’:,\(“;: n“\“{"ir;’;\c":"\I’““[’m;"w‘,‘:"'gg “I propose a vwau to Adlai Steven- against communism in the labor move-  His extuse was that he winted to see
it s changing color once more. species may be blond at one time and ,pmmmﬂ‘ but they refused, i }“" ;“."f PR 2 ttikate & :n:,r‘r:“]d"‘;:“‘i:"' g ,:a: "):';:“m:( i “-"P'a' hd"""" conditions would be like,
This puzles the hen's owner. She brunette at another and has found some hird, the mysterious witness whom Stev ;rs T viser to Daw;nx.; insky. ﬂrr!l:* "avm ;,Q:anzggftx}l“h:: sv‘r&:rtw:\;:;ml:yplc:‘:e;:‘n !
appealed to the national agricultural way to dye and then bleach her feathers. c!ard; quotes, Spencer Miller Jr, of New After that Miller was fired. Communist of the International Ladies than he did before the elections, :




