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‘THE ABUSE OF VETERAN PRIVILEGE

$ PERSONS who attended the revent hecause their community or state does not

Disabled American Veterans' Convention have facilities for them
in Charlotte will attest, the questions of _~Others—like the few federal employees—
Administration policy toward and programs are there because the VA has in their cases
relaxed undesirable regulations that often
make it impossible for an employee of one
branch of the government to be treated in
the hospital of another branch. There' are
some 30 independent medical systems in the
government which operate with little knowl-
edge of and no regard for the operations
of the others. Duplication of services results.
Patients overflow at one hospital; beds are
empty at another in the same city. This un-
economical situation likely will obtain until
a united medical administration is created.

ble pressure on the House
Appropriations Committee to be at least as
generous to the veleran as former President
Truman proposed they be.

It is our thought that 'hh Administration
ean be generous to the deserving veteran as
every Administration should be, and at the
same tfhe indulge the desire of all taxpay-
ers. This can be done by stricter interpreta-
tion, or the rewriting if necessary, of a law
that permits VA hospitalization of veterans
with non-service-connected disabilities when
are “available”.

.

A recent study of the nonservice con-

But. excepting patients in these two cate-
gories, there are still plenty of patients
in VA hospitals who ought not to be there.
We have in mind particularly the more
than 10000 veterans who had

| nected patient load in VA hospitals, made : i
[ b the Genert Accounting Offce indicates U TN, B G
| the p-lblmu:d re_aurml l\ll.'\b_:ruﬂl!n this Vit 90 days.

| ::"‘“:M"'m ":",:_‘_i;::w"’l Al ; The GAO estimated the cost of their care
ast year al $725 million. Some of them are
monderviceconnected disabilities. The GAO "y ojient "position to pay for their hos-
found that as of last June 30 the 66,830 non- 1 M e L A e o

ed patient loid included: pitalization. Out of a sampling of nor
dis- lfﬂllm-u?nnerl!d cases the GAO found 76
11830 patients with serviceconnected ¢ib  patients in the $5.00086,000 income bracket;
L /abiltiss. who wers. “""’:’5 treatment {Or 45 iy the $6,000$7,000 bracket, 62 making
OW W e cannaced LR blie; $1,000 o $10,00  sear, and 28 with ncomes

25,736 pensioned veterans with non-service:  gver §10,000, including one with a $50,000
connected disabilities; oI il cabes W vetucars oot

11, being treated for nom- property and other assets valued at over
se tuberculosis, psychosis and  $20,000. Four of the men each owned prop-
other disabillties; erty valued aver $100,000. Yet each one had

623 federal employees and humanitarian sworn that he was unable to pay for his
cases; 3¢ treatment.

6330 patients who claimed their disabili- If the free riders are ousted from the
ties were ected but whose cases VA hospitals, there will be more room for
bad not | adjudicated; deserving veterans with service-connected

10481 i who were being treated disabilities. There will be less need for con-
s general medical and surgical cases for less struction of new VA hospitals. The Admin-
than 90 days in connection with non-service- istration will honorably serve both veteran
connected disabilities and who claimed no and taxpayer by enforcing stricter standards
service-connected disabilities. of hospitalization, And the veteran organ-

Some of these patients, like the TB and izations, some of which have posed as guard-
peychiatric cases, are in VA hospitals pri- ians of the nation’s literature and entertain-
marily because there is no place else for ment, would do well to look to their own
them fo go. It should be recognized that bailiwick and discourage the abuse of vet-
the VA is footing the bill for their care eran privilege.

LEADERSHIP IS NOT LOBBYING
7, the first time, Chairman Daniel _“It isn't necessary.” he 'said’
ln, of the Ways & Means Committee It is quite necessary, in & democracy, to
attempted to confuse the public. Yester- compromise. It is unnecessary to wltribute
l-y he nmd Treasury Secretary Hum- ulterior motives o an honorable man of
phrey that his readily-admitted efforts to opposing views.
e drum up support of the President’s tax pro- 2
gram, in conversations with business men, ?
may e Iobyin. CHEER UP
A lobbyist, by legal definition, “directly
| or indirectly, solicits, collects or receives T is a gloomy moment in histors. Not
in re for many years—not In the lifetime ot

money or any other thing of value™
turn for influencing legislation, or, if he is
a federal official, uses federal funds to try
1o influence Congress. This the Secretary did
not do. As_an officer of the executive branch
he simply exercised leadership in public
policy, as indeed he should.

The trouble with Cangressman Reed is that
he is completely one-way on tax matters. He
Fas long promised businessmen a tax cut.
As he sees it, national tax policy is up to
him, period. He did not consult with the
Administration or House leadership when
he startéd his taxslash program last Winter.

TAX STUDY AGENDA

DMINISTRATION officials charged with
responsibility for raising revenue are
considering the possibility of instituting a
national sales tax. We are not persuaded
that this kind of regressive tax is advisable.
Nevertheless its serious consideration should
be part of a badly-needed study of the
mation’s complicated tax structure.
. And at least equally deserving of a place
on the tax study agenda are other possible
revenue sources, like:

most men who read this paper—has there
been so much grave and deep apprehen-
sion: never has the future seemed so ia-
calculable as at this time. In France. the
political caldron seethes and bubbles with
uncertainty; Russia hangs, a§ usual, like a
cloud, dark and silent, upon the horizon of
Europe. while all the energies, resources
and influences of the British Empire are
sarely tried, and yet to be tried more sorely.

Just in case anyone figures times never
were 50 bad as they are now, the above
paragraph. which could have been written
today, appeared in Harper's Weekly 96 years
ago.

1. The movie stars who, by living and
occasionally working abroad for 18 months,
don't have to pay any income tax on their
earnings there.

2. Expanding businesses which presently
qtain quick tax writeoffs.

3. 0il interests which are permitted to
deduct annually up to 27'4 per cent of gross
income on a well year after year, even after
100 per cent of the invested capital has been
retrieved tax-{ree.

From The St. Louis Post-Disoatch

CITY BOYHOOD HAS ITS MEMORIES

CERTAINLY were in fune with
t President Eisenhower when he told
the American Retail Federation that there
ought to be more things in the lives of con-
temporary youngsters which will grow into
the sentimental memories of their older

urday afternoon. The itinerant scissors, grind-
er and the barrel organ man, no doubt, were
in the mercantile category, and perhaps also
the Sunday baseball games, although we
never quite thought of them that way.

‘We were not dependent on merchants, how-
ever, for memories. There were the horse-
drawn fire engines. The horses were exer-
cised every afternoon at four and sometimes,
in spite of the rules. you got a ride on the

general store and of the other delights of
village and country life. Thanks to Summer
‘vacations on a Midwestern farm, we can

no service- .

Casualty In The Current Congressiona
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State Dept. Troubles Continue

By MARQUIS CHILDS

WASHINGTON
THF curious circumstances surrounding the fail-
ure to “clear” Mrs. Mildred McAfee Horton
in time to appoint her a delegate to the United
Nations Economic and Social Commission have
not been entirely explained away. Red tape -nd,.
the “cumbrous mechanism” referred to by At
ing Secretary of State Walter Bedell Smith are
an explanation in part. They are scarcely a just-
fication for action, or lack of it. that harms both
the individual and the government.

Smith made his_explanation in response to a
Ietter from Sen. Tenry ackson  (D-Wash.),
who_ was shocked by the treatment accorded so
d:snn:uuhed a figure as Mrs. Horton. After all,

as throughout World War II the very able
head n( the Navy's Waves. And before that she
had Ween president of Wellesley, one of America’s
most distinguished women’s colleges.,

FBI Not At Fault

T"R system of evaluating the fitness of Presi-
dential appointees, on the basis of FBI field
reports, will be improved, Smith said in response
to Jackson's inquiry. At one point an effort was
made to put the blame on the FBL But despile
a heavy burden of new work, the FBI has shown
not only in the Horton case but in other instances
of delay that their reports have been submitted
to Ihe State Department well ahead of schedule.
serious flaw in the mechanism can be
"‘Idl fv corregted, If the standards of fitness ol
i i t by

pp a 0 be

the veto of State Department Security Officer
R. W. Scott MclLeod, then any doubtful names
should be submitted to him in advance of an in-
vestigation. McLeod the other day gave a public
interview, in itsel{ extraordinary, in the course
of which he said department officials mus( be

“ruthless” in considering potential employ
By doubtful cases under the McLeod slalldlrd
one would necessarily include public spirited citt!
zens like Mrs. Horton who may have joined
perfect good faith organizations later tainted with
Communist connection or domination, By elimi-
nating them at the start the cost of an FBI
d. And the individual
al of embarrassment

and unhappiness.

The case of Mrs. Horton has served at least
one useful purpase. It pointed up the way in which
the deterioration in the State Department, follow-
ing on the reckless attacks of three years ago,
has continued under the Eisenhower Administra-

tion.

“The department is becoming the prime punch-
ing bag for anyone with a blow to deliver. That
was illustrated in an extraordinary way just the
other day. In this space recently the story of how

$8.250,000 appropriation for Oahe Dam in South
Dakota was restor he budget, after it had
been cut out for economy. on the intervention CI(
Senator Karl Mundt (R.-S.D.). There may
1o be little connection with the State Depmmm

and Oahe Dam. But Senator Mundt in his own
inimluhie has made that connection plain.

In ly report to the folks back home,
Mundt n\r his wife, Mary, credit lor llunthl::
the campaign to get Oahe back. t happent
when Mrs. M. sat next to lemu(n Genenl Ar-
thur Summerfield and she told him how Karl was
m sackcloth and ashes because Budget Director

oseph M. Dodge hld ﬂnvn‘n the dam out.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON

Dodge Gave In

SO with this word the wheels began to turn. Sum.
merfield arranged for Dodge to go to Mundt's
office. Dodge agreed to restore the fund for the
dam. But from here on let the Senator take over
in his chatty weekly report:

“Oahe is paid for! When Bob Hipple (Mr.
Missouri River) and I had our nlllce conference
with Budget Director Joseph Dodge, at which time
he agreed to restore Oahe.to u-e budm and re-
quest $8,250,000 for continued construction, I made
him only one promise—namely that as a member
of the Senate Appropriations Committee 1 would
Iry to find ways and means of cutting the over-

of the
20 hat s AddtionsT elm and a quarter million
would_not ‘upset calculat

“With budget lppm\ll ol “Oahie, it niow appears
we'll get our eight and a quarter million and last
week 1 fulfilled my part of the promise.
motions made by me in the Senate Appropriatious
Committee, $8.000,000 was cut from the
proved for State Department personnel (still
ing the department more funds than it had in Wor
War 11) and another $300,000 was taken {rom the
travel allpwance for State Department. functions.
Thus, Oahe can go forwa t the American
taxpayer slipping backward

This is a remarkable mmmn‘k There is hard-
Iy a member of Congress r_he does not have
o dam or river project to promote. So you can
visualize the State Department appropriation being
reduced to zero. But wouldn't it perhaps be fair
in view of the earncst effort of the man now in
the impossible office of Secretary of State to change
the name from Oahe to John Foster Dulles Dam?

People’s Platform
Wants Sunday Movies

Editors, Tue

HE people o0 Gtinis e hoping that Mayor
Yancey and the new City Council will open

the theaters on Sunday here. We have Leen

without Sunday amusements long enough.
—J M.

SIGMAN.
Word Misused

Editors, Tre Nrws:
A RECENT issue 6f your newspaper had a pic-
ture of the prizes to be given away on Soap
Box Derby Day, with this caption over it: “Load
of Loot for Lucky Lads.
1 would like to suggest that you consider the
\‘kflnmon and ('anu ion of the word “loot” be-
fore using it again in connection with an event
lhl! is, or lhmlld be, wholesome. 1 recall a simi-
lar headline was used about two months ago in
connection with some picture about a YMCA event,
dictionary gives us this de(mmon 1. Plun-
dn' booty; spoils: esp, the booty taken in war,
the gains of mrrnpl officials. 2. The action of
Ipo(lnl, as, the loot a bank. Syn: See Booty.
To plunder or, sack. n a conquered city, esp. by
corruption.
May T urged that discretion be put ahead of
supposedly catch-headlines?
—W. DAVID WILLIAMS.

GASTONIA

CHARLOTTE

is groping frantically to ]usu!y his cur-

Bri‘tmn,etherkllles, =
In Need OF U.S. Leadership

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

'WASHINGTON

ipal objective
!ld.‘lﬂh’y IM “hlt he stands (0!
st assets in Brit-

nd whl( he stands for
o llchnhyl most useful assets
In Ameri Bevan in some mea
es the British Fortl‘n
Dlllce )lcClnhy in a very large
measure has intimidi the State
Department. Hence it would be
foolish to deny that these two men
and their allies and fellow travel-
ers have influenced the national
policies of Britain and America.
Yet neither Bevan nor McCarthy
“wld have got very far, if it had

or the fundamental dif-
!er!nte in Bnhm s and America’s
nlllonll situation.
ifference, which is the sec-

« ond hctor troubling Anglo-Ameri-

can relations, of course comprises
a vast and complex atray of fact:
economic, leon-lphlc constitut
al and even o As of today,
however, wh: 5 fundamentally
different is I.he attitude of the two
nations towards the ever-present
risk of a third world war,

FOR CHINA WAR

For instance, a considerable
number of Americans, even includ-
ing such high officials as the fu-
ture chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, Admiral Radford, can and
do believe in some form or other of
war with Communist China. The
risk of general war is obviously in-
herent in this and other ventures
that have been proposed. But the
fear of a third world war is not
yet omnipreseht and all-dominat-
ing in this country. This risk may
be right and needful to take, if not

now, then later on, Yet before the
British are too roundly condemned
for being desperately fearful of this
risk of war, it is well to remember
that the British are under the gun,
whereas we are not.

In two or three or four years, if
Secretary of Defense Wilson per-
sists in neglecting our air defenses
and allowing our air-atomic strik-
ing power to decline, we shall be

under the gan too. But ‘z-l""
o “&‘;rmm Isles are with-

g
s

can national situation
er much less, if it were
the weakness of our post-
ership, There has been
criticize in British le:
yond any doubt. But
is well to rel
United States is now,
partner, hlvuu lhg
sponsibility

leadership h.d nnn ln-
and wise, Brif
response ‘would have been

better.

As to the weaknesses of
leadership in the Truman
“ —the on-again-off-again,
now-cold methods of
our affairs—they are too
membered to need rehe;
Even today, even under President
Eisenhower, our world leadﬁﬂlp
points, with strange insistence, in
two flatly opposite directions,
EMPTY TALK

The Secretary of St nm Jsr
national liberation of la
of the Soviet empire. The
of Defense names a chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff who is
known to think our national inter-
ests demand a Chinese war. The
President himself offers Ih bold

5t
%is*@%%:sz

EH

2
¥ re-

mere empty talk, or even some-
thing worse, unless America Jpgs-
sesses the national pqwer to én-
force these programs' and offér
these challenges to the Soviet half
of the world.

Meanwhile, however, we do not
wish to pay the bill for national
power, so we give budget.| blhncml
and tax-cutting an absolute priori-
ty over rearmament. We talk
strong. We grow weaker. No
schoolboy will follow a leader who
blusters a lot, but is known to be
feeble in a fight. And it is the same
among nations.

The deterioration of the Anglo-
American partnership has gone
very far, by now. Maybe we shall
have. to ‘'go it alone,” as Sena-
tor Taft suggested, if great risks
must eventually be taken, as per.
haps they must. But béfore we
talk of “going it alone,” it is need-
ful to think of the cost in arms and
in other ways. And before this
country writes off the British alli-
ance, it is certainly worth trying
the effect of deciding what oar
own national policy really is, and
in consequence offering Britain as

er allies a firm, coherent,
positive lead, worthy of America,

3-D, Color, Other Gimmicks
Can’t Save A Lousy Script

By ROBERT C. RUARK

HE chances are 1 am quite
unoriginal in my lack of en-
|husilsm (or lll this talk about
onal movies, since I
ulll lﬂll holﬂ for the old silents if
the story is good enough and the
acting adequate. Talking and Tech-
nicolor helps, I must admit. but
doesn't supply sufficient excuse for
making a bad movie just because
ill loud and noisy.

But you cannot solve the movies"
ailments by just giving them an
extra dimension in which to see a
ham louse up a bad story ihich
also suffers from. awful direction
and bum dialogue. The extra di-
mension isn't enough. And it cer-
tainly isn’t enough if you have to
have special glasses to see the hor-
ror in all its naked dreadfulness.
CINEMASCOPE 1S WINNING

It looks very much as if they
will settle for CinemaScope, over
the extra-dimensional mediums, for
a variety of reasons. It works with
one camera and one strip of film,
with a 160-degree lens, at about
one-third of the shooting cost, and
about one-fifth of the theater re-
modeling cost to accommodate it.
1t also handles directional multiple
sound, which is the important bit
in the extra-dimensional stuff.

s also in the public domain,

some of the others aren't.
Metro.Goldwyn - Mayers' sound
man had the patent on Cinema-
Scope in 1832 but the patent

lapsed and it's now free to all.
This is bound to get in the way of
Cinerama and other devices.

But no matter how stark the
realism, three - dimension can't
stand “by-itself, and will kill it-
self if indylged in overfreely with-
out regard to the other necessary
ingredients — acting, writing, di-
recting and story. About the smart-
est comment I've heard on the
subject recently was from Clar-
ence Brown, one of the hoariest
and best” directors in the busi-
ness, who can look back on eight
Garbos, “National Velvet,”
truder in the Dust,” and “The
Yearling” as part of his grist.

“If 1 was playing with this
three-dimensional stuff,” Clarence
said. “I'would remake ‘Ben Hur.'
I would make it in flat color for
most of it. But.when I came to
such a stirring thing as the char-
iot race. then I would throw
in the 3-D stuff and make that race
literally jump out of the screen at
you. If you shoot the entire
thing in 3D you lose impact, be-
cause so much of it is carrying
the story. When you hit' the big
point, the novelty has gone.”

One thing is very much for sure
‘The movies cannot combat televi-
sion with a mere gimmick, becayse
color’s coming to TV, too, and I
suppose ee-dimensiogally, even-
tually.

Taft'sPowerOverCabinet Increasing

enough A-bombs to wage war in 1956,

Political enemy No. 1 of the labor mme-
Becaus:

pumper, the hook and ladder, or the hose . i

appreciate how T will probably be denied, but one of the ~ment is Robert Alphonso Taft. ullmenl of the Air Force. Latest grope

Bl oot miia o o 20 vy A e e T, ill probably be denied, but ane of he B« "suthored. the TaftHartey Act. both s 1o pull a brandnew atomic Tabbit ou | N eouire Arplanes Secretary Wilson s
e 22 : Swimming and tennis in Summer,  Cabinet regarding a p.rumm Senator-has  the AFL and the CIO did everything m  of the’hat. now cutting out of the budget are those

to come off the production line in 1956,

Washington Pipeline
TTHE Senate barbershop still charges only

This is: The theory that we have de-
veloped more powerful atomic bombu since
the 143-wing Air Force was nned two
yoirs a0 herefors we can deliver the

just been suggested to Eisenhower Cabi-
netcers—namely, to clur all major policy -
matters informally with Senator Taft.

This was not handed out to the Eiscn-

Thating and sledding in Winter.
There were moonlight boat trips. We read
The American Boy in a hammock. A favorite

for those of us who grew up on the city
mm,mmmmmx-«
50 it seems to

!hﬂr power to defeat him. Therefore, for

he Secretary of Labor. a former AFL
txecuﬁr! to clear policies with the enemy
of labor is more than he can take.

us
were not u frequently asso-

Maybe these aunt would start a taffy 't w

s y pull or make lemon-  yover Cabinet as categoric hardandfast _ Durkin doesn't want fo break With ame punch with a smaller air force. 75 cen

ciated with bt ":‘l;, 0 ade at the slightest suggestion of a hint. Doders, but Tather as a suggestion. How Eisenhower, and his AFL colleagues don'l " Res] fact: The plan to cut the budget $125 in i purt

Rowkcflasls gasaigic cocalloctions sho There were wonderful Halloween parties in  ever, the effect is just about the same, 'l'rl:f'; the ided of & break. But 1Tte I come fisl: the ides that we had stronger ing bis recent ilines, Ohios influent

z there was ht: butcher who handed us & o haiehborhood, and chooseup ball games, and the advice is having two important 1108 16 Clea WL s atomic bombs was thought up afterward.  GOP Cofigressman Clarence Brown had a
sausage W]

is almost certain to bow out of the Cabi-

f:
we called for the family net in the near future.

Further fact: 'ﬂle new " Wilson strategy
is based on a study of atomic strengih

results: *

temperature of 105. He credits N
L Taft. the man whom Eisenhower de- its Navy doc-

and magic lantern shows There were fog- tors at Bethesda Medical Cemer for sa
ving
H

horns and locomotive whistles in the night.  feated af Chicago. more than ever is be- . Note—The Secretary of Labdk has felt -}, o hlen com
1 pleted. The report his life man writes t:
Oh, we could make quite a long list for  coming Mr. President. unhnrs about two other things. He bas o0 coon Gue until July. Acheson at least twice a week.  Th DT:?

help regarding the revision:of  “y . Gen. Matt Ridgway was or
the Teft Hartiey Act. i colleagues in year Ridgway was

the Cabinet Just srent interested. Second, 4ered o make a mew study of European
when he gets to Cabinet meetings, Dur- t
kin sometimes finds other Cabineteers
thee in advance, gets the impression that

He is in the unique and enjoyable post-
tion of having power without official re.
sponsibility. ~ While Eisen! oesn't
guarantee to go along with Taft on every-
thing, as. for instance, co-operation with
the United Nations, he has leaned farther

ters contain pithy comments about the new
Administration’s_policies (not too comps
mentary) . . . The State Department haa
no advance warning before Ambassadar

the President. But the longer it would get
the more sorry we would feel that he missed
all the joys and thrills and glories of grow-
ing up in a city.

Luce announced withdrawal of U. S, aid

armed strength might be possible, but his

than any other President in years to give Seriain matters decided before g1 report wasn't due until July and now, S
Maybe (he best way {0 solve (he “goit. Talt the {ullet coopera tion—almost velo is arriv Ridgway says, won't be finished until Sep
alone” problem is to make Semutor Taft Power—over domestic policies and appoint- abbi 3 s pol
president of South Korea—The Asheville Do ; Charlie Wilson's Rabbit Meanwhile, Rusis is buildh ber have po than 10.000 hours over.
Citi 2 2 _sotreun of -Labor Durkin is almost AS the Congressional heat increases, Sec-  atomic stockpile so fast that l, S mleuh time lmhnul pay—most of it during the
e, | fertain to resign. E retary of Defense Charles E. Wilson gence experts’, estimate she "will have inauguration week.



