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B FIGURES show North Carolina
g deficient in a highly important area of

~ public education—the holding power of high
~ achools.

School Life, Walter H. Gaum-
. 8. Office of Education shows
rolina ranks 39th among the
percentage of its 14-17-year-
who are in school, and 38th in
percentage of children enrolled in grades
12. (The two figures do not exact-
cide because students in grades 912
‘below or above the 14-17year cate-
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other words. North Carolina young

peaple are dtopping out of school too early

and in too large numbers, thus losing the

pdvantages of high school education that
-in other states enjoy.

Mr. Gaumnitz gives no explanation for his

but it is apparent that lax enforce-

t of the attendance law is mainly re-

| HASTY “WDJOURNMENT

N FEB. 9{Senate Majority Leader Rob-
ert Taft ‘and Speaker of the House
Joseph Martin announced an 11-point legis-
| lative program. Below is the program, and
| lts status:
| 1. Reorganization of executive agencies.
| (A new Department of Health, Education
and Welfare has been created: a plan to
has

the
received Senate approval.)
2. Appropriation bills to clear the House
and reach the Senate before May 15. (To
“date only half of these bills have gone to the
Senate)
3. Statehood for Hawail. (Buried in com-
mittee).
4. Amendments fo the Taft-Hartley Act.
(Hearings have been held, but no commit-
E action or Administration policy has been
lorthcoming).
| 5. Limited extension of economic controls.
¢ (Passed the Senate).
. 6. State ownership of coastal oil lands.
(Passed, signed into law).
. 7. Extension of Reciprocal Trade Agree
foents Act. (Hearings held, no committes

+ 8 Sll-np\lllutlnrn of customs procedures.
{No action taken). ~
it

cCARRAN ACT MISSES

| 18 REASSURING to know that ardent
advocates of peace are not ipso facto
Subversives in the eyes of the U. S. gov.
ernment. For a while it appeared that a

| of peace was to be declared suspect.
Stuart Denton Morris, a well-known Brit-
. pacifist, was detained at Ellis Island
for two weeks while it was decided whether
not he would endanger the security of
| nation. He has now been permitted to

e o the mainland

+ The official U. §. attifude toward would-
‘be visitors like Mr. Morris, or the French
Enedlm Maurice Chevalier. refused entry

ause he had been associated with some
wing groups, results from the mandate
of the McCarran Act and the excessive

ANOTHER STATE SCHOOL DEFICIENCY

sponsible for North Carolina's poor show-
ing. The state has assumed the obligation
of giving every child a full opportunity to
elementary and high school instruction, but
it has not seen to it that the young people
take advantage of their opportunity.

Any number of factors may cause a child
1o drop out of school—economic pressure,
psychological maladjustment, parental de-
linquency or neglect. In virtually every
case, however, intelligent casework by school
officials could uncover the cause and find
some way to make attendance not only pos
sible but even desirable.

The State owes the child its help and
guidance in deriving full benefit from the
education system. That it has failed in its
responsibility should now be apparent fo
those members of the General Assembly
who, in the past, have blocked appropria-
tions for a better system for enforcing the
compulsory attendance law.

WOULD BE UNWISE

9. Extension of Old Age and Survivors
Insurance Act to cover groups presently
excluded. (No action taken).

10, Extension of aid tp schools in critical
areas: (No action taken).

11. Addition of two Commissioners 1o
District of Columbia government. (No action
taken).

The President has proposed or -endorsed
other legislation, such as admission of more
displaced persons and U. §. participation in
the St. Lawrence Seaway, but nothing has
come of these proposals.

On balance, then, Congress has barely
started toward the objectives announced by
Republican leaders. Yet they plan to adjourn
next month. 1f Congress adjournss planned,
either (1) most of the legislative program,
and It is a fairly good one, will be aban-
doned, else (2) it will be rushed through
Thastily and ill-advisedly in the closing hours
of the session, as happened last year.

The sensible alternative is for Congress
not to adjourn next month. There is no elec-
tion coming up—Congressmen need not
hurry off to the hustings. The Capitol has
been air-conditioned, so that Summer ses-
sions are quite bearable physically now.
Why the rush?

ITS MARK

timidity of immigration officials. “The in-
tended purpose of the law was to keep out
Communists. The actual result is keep out,
or admit only after searching questions,
noncomformists. (Remember that most any-
one who does anything important is non-
conformist):

It a Communist wants to get in or out
of this counts¥ he is not likely to mess with
all this bureaucratic questioning under the
McCarran Act. He'll simply cross one of
our long and open borders to Mexico or
Canada, That's the way it is in a democracy
with friendly neighbors, and all the costly,
frustrating barriers of the McCarran Aet
that are alienating America’s friends abroad
won't change this. fact.

YHE ATTAINMENT OF EVEREST

7 OUNT EVEREST has been scaled. Two

men, a New Zealander and a Nepalese,
bave accomplished what men vainly have
fried for decafles.

¢ It was wonderfully fitting, of course, that
ascension of Everest by ‘a British
éxpedition, the planting of the Union Jack

#top its windswept peak, occur on the eve

of Queen Elizabeth Il's coronation. With
__{his achievement, with a gracious new queen
| officially beginning her reign, and the

Indestructible Sir Winston Churchill about

fo preside over a meeting of Commonwealth

tinisters then depart for a session of per-
gonal diplomacy in the grand tradition at

Bermuda, Britons have every right to con-

tinue their justified pride in the traditions

and accomplishments of the peoples bound
fo the crown.

But' the glory of Everest's attainment
belongs to Hillary and Bhutia who con-
quered it. The motivation of mountain-
climbers is the Sme that impelled Boone

Science Mar’nhur

From The Christ

to push westward, to Kentucky, Byrd to
push southward to the Pole,- Beebe to o
down into the unexplored ocean in his
bathysphere. There are, always, in these
accomplishments, results that add to man's
storehouse of knowledge. But the driving
force is victory over nature, the personal
satisfaction that comes with gazing upon
sights heretofdre denied one's fellows, of
doing what no man has done before.

Science aided the mountaineers, but theirs
was still a battle against the elements. They
are onein spirit, with the airman.poet of
World Wht 11, Flight Officer McGuire, who
slipped the surly bonds of earth to go
“up, up, where never lark, nor even eagle
flew, and there put out my hand and
touch the face of God."-

The one dismaying thought ahout the
mauntain’s ascension is that Everest will no
longer present so great a challenge. Theio
are other challenges though, beyond the Him-
alayas, waitinz for men and women who
will try to meet them.

GROWING SLUMS

generally enlightened reader of this
newspaper posed this question not long
ago: Is public aid to housing necessary any
Jonger? Haven't American incomes reached
& point at which private capital will find
it reasonably profitable to provide good low-
cost housing and thus let free enterprise
solve its own slum problem? = -
* In the light of new studles this is not an
f:‘--hh question. They show the strik-
characteristic of American economic de-
nent to be that instead of big incomes
still bigger, little incomes are getting
. The “middle class” is the layer in
that is growing.

assumption that the low-wage drag,
in the past.has kept privately owned
 housing revolving in a vicious circle,

" slums we shall never catch up.

And he cautioned owners, particularly of
congested-area property, to use recént up-
ward rent adjustments to put their buildings
in shape rather than to “milk” them and
then let them go. He called the opportunity
the best “in a generation."

Slums are neighborhoods in which people
live because they can't live anywhere else.
Slum housing is slum housing because these
people can't pay enough rent to attract capi-
“tal investment in better housing. And it still
seems necessary fo remind ourselves that
the wage levels of unionized industry do not
represent the incomes of today's “lower
classes.” 3

All of which explains why an ecopnomy-
minded Senate is still willing to -include
funds for 35,000 public housing “starts” in
a current money bill.

The soap announcers don't make it sound
quite as good as straw! shortcake, but
they are close.—Elizabethtown (Ky.) News.
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South Convalesces From Hate

By HOWARD SNYDER

~ In The Nation
CANTON, Miss. Wherever T go in the South I find this concept-
J misrated from the North 40 years ago and set. fon of the Negro's place in the cconomic life of the
tled in the blackest part of the Cotton Belt on = community dying out. Y

a cotton plantation operated almost exactly as 1t

was in the ante-bellum days.

For 25 years we operated this plantation with

Negro labor.

Racial relations were then ugly beyond anything

I had ever seen in the North. Almost any

could read in the paper that some poor Negro had

been hunted down with hounds, or shot by
of men, or burned at the stake amid the c!

a mob of supposedly decent people. Negroes were

se it has to die out; nothing that is a
heritage of the old slavery days can persist.

TN is the greatest change T have witnessed. All
over the South the old plantations are being cut
up into 40 or 80 acre farms that are owned and
operated by Negroes. And in thousands of indus-
trial plants Negroes and whites are working on
equal terms.

Some of the old plantations_are being sold to
white men from the cities who come with tractors,

day you

a posse
heers of

whipped by white men even more freq

Last year there was only one case of whipping in
these parts. A young white man full of liquor
whipped and raped a Negro woman. He has been

given a heavy prisonsentence.

and gang plows, and
above all with new ideas acquired at experimental
farms and agricultural colleges.

They bring hogs, sheep, cattle, and poultry and
start an entirely new way of farming, or at least
new to the South.

There have been no lynchings in our county for

a good many years.
How do I account for this change?

In the first place the old-time “nigger-hater” has

gone the way of all fiesh and the younger

far more tolerant. It was hatred that caused the

many vile outrages against the Negro,

which were committed by rednecks, or poor while
trash.

Rednecks are simple-minded people, wretchedly
part, almost always illiterate,
and they used to be soaked and saturated with

poor for the most
hate for the Negro.

Negro's Lot 40 Years Ago

l‘ul 40 years have changed them greatly. The
sons and daughters of these poor benighted hill

farmers are scattered all over the nation,
in all sorts of jobs.

Those left at home have carg and are

R0 to town and see how the world lives. Many have
found jobs in industries here in the South and
have got their minds off the Negro, who was a

resefited: competitor when they tried to
living in the cotton field.

Forty years ago.it was almost universally be-
lieved that a Negro's mission on this earth was to
n.

serve the white mer
Most white men thought jt right and

the Negro to live in a filthy hovel that afforded

i and was al-
most always hopelessly overcrowded. It was per-
fectly all right for him to get his drinking water
from a ditch and for his children to grow up un-

little protection ‘against rain and cold

able to read.

On clection day the Negro stayed as far away
from the voting booth as possible. He knew that
Al he attempted to exercise his constitutional right,

he would be beaten up.

If he accepted all this degradation humbly and
without complaint and worked hard on the planta-
tion of the landlord and in the Fall accepted as

scttlement whatever the landlord thought
he was rewarded by being called a “good
by his white neighbors.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
Il is no great secret that the Dewgy wing
of the Republican Party, sometimes
called the liberal or nonis
has not been happy of late. Though it
was the governor of New York who but-
tonholed delegates and steam-rollered states
over Tait at Chicago, it is the man Tke de-
feated at Chicago who has been calling
most of the shots in Washington.
Dewey, now minding his own business in
Albany,” has watched his Midwestern Re-
publican enemies- edge claser to the White
House, but has said nothifg. i
Dewey believes in a strong policy of co-
operation with Europe. The GOP isolation-
ists now encroaching on the Eisenhower
Administration don’t. Dewey believes in
public housing, nonsegregation, federal
control of public lands. Most of the GOP
right-wingers now dominating the White
House don't.  Dewey did his best to per-
suade Eisenhower {o snub Joe McCarthy
during the campaign. The GOP pro-Mc-
Carthyites now guiding ITke did just the
opposite.

the pro-Dewey
GOP Senators in Washington have taken
a back seat. It was Jim Duff of Pennsyl-
vania who spearheaded the Eisenhower
drive in the first place. You seldom hear
{from him in Washington today. It's Sena-
tors Irving Ives of New York., Bob Hen.
drickson of New Jersey, Saltonstall of Mas-
sachusetts, Aiken and Flanders of Ver-
mont who have represented the progres-
sive, usually pro-Dewey forces in the Sen-
ate. They are generally on the sidelines

They are still for Eisenhower, but

Mutual Independence

Mere important still, the new city farmers with
their machinery are not dependent on Negro

labor. You are just as likely to see a young white

man working on these farms as a Negro. -

At the same time the Negro on Ris little farm
or with a factory job is independent of the white
man. Beyond a doubt this mutual independence
makes for better racial relations.

e Negroes in the deep South are acquiring not
only farms but other businesses. They own and
operate stores, restaurants, saw mills, funeral
homes, banks, movie theaters, private schools, den-
tal and medical clinics, and insurance companies,

ey are contractors, preachers, engineers, postal
clerks, policemen, teachers, carpenters, automobile

men are

most of

Working  mechanics, realtors, bricklayers, and lawyers.
We have a number of colored professional men
able to in our little county seat. Our Negro county agent,

an energetic, intelligent young man, is respec
by colored and white alike.
If the white man has changed, so has the.Negro.

Color Line Gradually Fades
nllny of the Negro landowners™in_this comsunity
have spent from three or four t or len

years working in factories in the South or Norlh.
They have saved a little money, come back and
bought a piece of land, and settled down on it.
They are altogether different from the typical
ignorant sharecropper of 40 years ago. They are
building decent new houses on their little farms,
growing a variety of crops, ‘and keeping livestock,
If a child gets sick they take him to a doctor in-
stead of hanging charm beads urr;‘\l)d S 3
cannot see the color line wificd out suddenly
by law.

make a

just for

1 see it disappearing gradually as the Negroes of
the South make themselves worthy of the respect
of men of any race and as the white people free
their minds of hatred, intolerance, and ante-bellum
notions of the Negro's “place.”

proper,
g The old South is dead, the new South is being
born.

nigger”

e - v

it g.s.{., Toike

 Should Have Been Answered -

By MARQUIS CHILDS
WASHINGTON ~ Department of de’ and the
I‘rwwu)mmtdu . State Wm‘,““‘
w&uw it iy i u: imounts and ot
hi companies — involved in ai iy
the China trade has been handled these t s
all around about as badly as pos- being into . -
sible. The net effect”has been to allies. Is it the policy :p‘.
make it appear that the govern- ernment to withhold from. “
ace been =3 amounts 234 Kinds of foods ‘which
hnrbe-lwndmum{:hrnd :1:0:!_! e
luctant proof of the charges lieve '.‘,
e by the MeCarthy commit: gre boift hpred. o Red, China
tee. A : 3
Senator McCarthy . “In_addition, it has also byen
2 m-uh lfrmd'lwu.lhal have al- determined zat many d:' firms
ready netted him a rich political which own these Brlﬂ: ver-
rvest. A wiser course in response Is, as well as firms of other na-
to the McCarthy disclosures would tions who have bec:z w‘z >
have been a frank and full state: ~trade with :.i:e China, are” eo
e Al some (Ioml‘xnn. 3y and other. United

In hindsight, some in the Admin-
tration now acknowledge that it
would have been better to have
given a full and direct reply to the
letter McCarthy sent to the White
House. That letter was withdrawn,
thanks to_the activity of Vice Pres:
ident Nixon in his familiar role of
mother’s busy little helper. As he
has in several earlier instances,
Nixon prevailed on McCarthy to
prevent what he seemed to fear
would be a showdown with the
White House.

CONFLICTING VIEWS

In the view of this observer, a
full and frank answer might have
cleared the air. The text of the Mc-
Carthy letter shows that it was
phrased respectfully and that it
posed- real contradictions in the
views of Administration spokes-
men. The chief discrepancy MeCar-
thy raised-in the letter is as fol-
lows:

"~ On March 28, 1953, Secretary of
Defense Wilson advised this sub-
committee that it was the position
of the Department of Defense that
the shipment of goods or the pro-
visions of any servicés to the Com-
munist Chinese contributes to their
economic and military potential.
Mr. Leddy, acting Deputy Assis-
tant Secretary of State for econom-
ic affairs, today informed the sub-
committee that the Department
of State does not agree with this
position of the Department of De-
fense. Fhe subcommittee would ap-
preciate being advised as to which
view reflects the position of this
government.

“We have been informed by the

ping firms who continue to deal
with Red China.” o
SYMINGTON'S SUGGESTION -

committee, Sen. Stuart Symington
of Missouri, concluded as follows:

“1 deeply regret that it is nec-
essary for this subcommittee to
impose upon your time in asking
you to answer these questions.
However, because of the conflicts
in expression of views by various
executive ~agenc ROV
ment officials, we would deeply ap-
preciate a clarification of these
questions by you."

Some of this sounds a little like
“Have you stopped beating your
wife?” But the discrepancies are
there in the committee's record.

A frank and direct reply would
have set forth that the trade has
been negligible and that in stra.
tegic materials it has been infin-
itesimal. It would have stated that
the general embargo on strategic
goods has been violated in some

instances, but that the Administra-
~tion has been moving steadily in
recent weeks to closé the gaps.

. England Had No Need Of Bob
For Coverage Of Coronation

- By ROBERT C. RUARK

OH. NOT TO BE in England.
Everybody there got in every-
body else’s hair. 1 cannot love the
good Queen Bess (jg) the less,
but I am glad I'm some place
else,

You are looking at a boy who
had two places to stay (for free)
in the fine city of London, and
who has eschewed, which means
given up, the privilege of attend-
ance. 1 can handle my subway
jams at home, and if it is tram-
pling 1 need, there are a variety
of places to be trampled on,
easier.

This would be by way of being
—you get some Bnglish redun-
dancy for nothing—a peace about
staying away from popular con-
fusion. Call it claustrophobia, if
you like, but call it common sense
from a standpoint of newspaper-
ing.

When -the mobs gather, to com-
memorate an event, there is so
much written, so much talked
about, so much tossed into the
air, that all individual effort is
lost, whether it's a coronation or
a Kentucky Derby.

RILEY'S ADVICE

A very long time ago I gave up
what they call full coverage. A
political convention, for instance,
has such full coverage that what
the individual contributes is a
mere jot, a tiftle, an extra drop
in the ocean. This pregnant piece
of advice was administered by a
wise man named Rocky Riley, who
once enjoined me profanely to go
and do anything else, anything at
all. when everybody was doing the
same thing.

I don't know whether you've
ever been to a Derby, or an in-
auguration, or a big prize fight,

or even a coronation. But when
you go there you can achieve the
Same effect by attending the rush
hour at a railroad station or sub-
way tefminal, and then throwing:
_ your money out of the window. If |
you hire somebody to hit you on
the head, step on your feet, feed |
you a lot of bad food with no}
service and insult your gullet)
with inferior booze, that is the
net impression. !

Never_did I really unfferstand |
what people get out of going to)
these big cat fights unless it is a}
weird sort of snob gratification. !
They go and they suffer, and they |
come home to tell the neighborsy
how they went and how they suf-!
fered. Then they wait a year and
casually fob off the remark,
“When I was at the Derby
couldn’t get a hotel room and the
juleps cost two bucks apiece and
the seats were all taken and , . ."

I think young Liz's coronation
a fine thing, and all the dukes and
duchesses brave in their velvet and
rabbit fur. Everybody will cele-
brate the fact that there is such
a nice young queen with such a
nice young man as escort. I hope
that she lives as long as her grand-
ma lived, and that England thrives
under her little white fist. But I
would rather fight a new war than
1o have to see the coronation per-
sonally.

Unless somebody forces _me,
TI've watched my last major blood-
letting, with ~everybody from
everywhere in one place, looking
at the backs of one another's
heads under the mistaken idea
that they are living glamorously.
The television shows it to you bet-
fer, and you can read about it in
the papers from willing sufferers
who are not named me,

Dewey Wing Of GOP Is Losing Influence

most of
consulted.

Three Political Axioms
here are about three axioms of polities
that both

the time they aren't even being

Republicans in -the House of Representa-
tives to continue an unvopular excess-prof-
its tax, and he probably isn't going to
persuade them.

Chief reason is that hard-boiled, exper:-

and Rep
agree on regarding Presidential strategy.
They are:

1A new President must put across his
program _during his first two years in of-
fice; preferably in the first year. If he
doesn't do it during this honeymoon period,
he’s likely to be licked.

2. A President who is popular with the
people can go over the heads of Congress
and ram his program down Congressional
throat. He can do this during the first
}ﬂnsh -of his popularity, but he can't do 1t
ater. ¥

3. Once Congress realizes that a President
is timid about tangling with them, they'll
kick him all over the legislative lot. Con-
gressmen President’s weakness
just as dogs can tell whether another dog
will run from a 3

These axioms, all politicians agree. hoid
good whether a Democrat or a Republican
is in the White House.

Losing Tax Fight
In Capitol cloakrooms today these axioms
are being discussed a lot. The Dewey-
ites are discussinz them—a little mourn-
fully. And the GOP right-wingers are dis-
cussing them—a little gleefully.
For the axioms throw light on a ‘lot of
things. One of them is faxes. Ike has ex-
actly 28 days left to persuade recalcitrant

ences leaders like Dan Reed
of New York have seen what happened
when other Republicans like Joe McCarthy
thumbed their noses at the President. Did
they get spanked? No. They were taken
right back into the bosom of the family,

McCarthy not only led the fight against
one of Ike's ambassadorial appointments,
but smacked a Cabinet member in the face
over Greek ships, and pin-pricked the
Administration every time he got a chance.
Yet he suffered not a bit.

Republican leaders recall that had any
Senator done this to Roosevelt, FDR would
have cut off his patronage, exposed his op-
erations publicly and gone ‘into his dis-
trict to block his re-election. Eisenhower
however, took it and said nothing.

Asia-First Block

Jke’s provlem regarding a Korean truce
and foreign policy generally is hooked
into the question of appeasing Congress,
One month ago Senator Knowland of Cali-
leader of the Asia-First 3
bounced down to the White House indig-
nant over a purported Dulles policy that
Chiang Kai-shek and Formosa would be
:(hnnled aside in order o' get a peace in
o

rea
‘When the indignant Knowland protested,
the White House and the of
State retreated. They retreated with such

Baste that to other Senators the spec-
facle was pathetic. For it is now h‘l’:ly
obvious that Chiang Kaishek is going to
be of no help in retaking China, and that
Dulles was right when he told newsmen
Formosa would have to be side-tracked.
Yet at the wave of one Semator’s finger,
the Administration back-tracked.

That victory which Knowland scored

s0 one reason for Taft's
speech,

The Asia-First bloc in the Senate, which
means also the isolationists and the China
Lobby, do not want a truce in Korea which
stops short. of a clear-cut defeat for China.
And they were able to enlist the backing
of such a powerful voice as Taft's.

Even from a sickbed, Taft, who had been
taken into the very bosom of the White
House and permitted to dominate policies
and patronage, fired a more devastating
blast at Eisenhower's foreign policy than
he ever fired at Truman's or Roosevelt's.

And he'fired it just as his su d
friend in the White House was lry':s:“ to
patch up our soured and sabotaged rela-
tions with our best friends in Europe; just:
as his friend had made a new truce pro-
posal for_Korea which our Euw ak-
lies liked but the Asia bloc didn't.

ATl this is why some of the Deweyites
mow sitting on the sidelines say privately
they wished Tke had mingled his military
training with a little more understanding
of the three great axioms of politics.

“go-it-alone™

i




