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W that enough time has elapsed for

Americans to look back on the Rosen-
berg case with some measure of detachment,
it is more clear than ever that the last min-
ute intervention by the U. S. Supreme Court
was in fhe finest traditions of American
’_m{ce. -

There were those among us who reacted
bitterly to the action of Justice Douglas in
calling for a full review of the technical
point raised by two attorneys who had not
previously appeared in the case. In Congress
there was the threat of impeachment; on
the street corners, there were expressions of
impatience—and anger.

Yet Douglas would have been untrue to his

as a U. S. Supreme Court justice
had he failed to let his associates on the
bench rule on the point of law. His integrity
would have been impaired. his conscience
and the great conscience of the American
people would have been disturbed had he
failed to act as he did when there was a
serious question in his mind.
The Rosenbergs are dead. Their passing
Is lamented by several classes of people the
world over; (1) those who earnestly and
sincerely are opposed to capital punishment

NOTHER THING about book-banning is
that it always creates increased interest
in the forbidden volumes. Over the week-end
‘we retired to the den and pulled down a few
of the books that have been removed from
State Department overseas libraries. We
refreshed our recollection of their contents
" to see if so doing would furnish any clues
as to their removal. _

The State Department seems to be hav-
ing a little trouble in determining what
books have been banned under its vague di-
rective. However, reporters have verified
some of the titles, including these of our
‘acquaintance:

Washington Witchhunt, by Bert Andrews
of the New York Herald Tribune.

The Loyalty 8f Free Men, by Alan Barth
of the Washington Post.

Usion Now, by Clarence Streit, editor of
Freedom & Union, formerly of the New York
Times.

People On Our Side, by Edgar Snn' for-
merly of the Saturday Evening Post.
Thunder Out Of China, by Theodore H.

- White and Annalee Jacoby, formerly bof
Time magazine.
All of the ab d and

THE ROSENBERGS HAD

THEIR CHANCE

for any crime; (2) those who believe that the
handing over of atomic secrets to a technical
ally in wartime is different enough from
giving a secret to an avowed enemy to make
the difference between life imprisonment and
death; (3) the dedicated Communists and
fellow-travelers who saw in the Rosenberg
case an opportunity to turn the attention of
the world away from the troubles Russia
Is having in East Germany and in other
satellite nations.

But the evidence of their guilt was over-
whelming. They had an opportunity, and
took advantage of it, to use every recourse
of the courts to avoid the death penalty.
They went to their death knowing that a
frank and honest admission of their activi-
ties, even at the last moment, would have
spared their lives

Under the circumstances, we can conclude
only that the Rosenbergs were (1) enthralled
with the idea that they might go.down in
history as celebrated martyrs, or (2) that
they Were such fanatical, dedicated Commu-
nists that they chose to die rather than set
back the Communist cause by revealing
others who may have had a hand in their
espionage plot. In neither case Is our sym-
pathy aroused.

ON REREADING BANNED BOOKS

All too briefly, they are as follows:

Andrews and Barth have a definite preju-
dice. They are opposed to the persecution
of innocent person&.

Streit's conclusion is that the American
system of government s much better than
is generally realized, that the federal s
tem should be extended to other free and
experienced democracles. -

Snow has a similar predilection. He ad-
vocated establishment (this was in 1044,
before the U. N. was formed) of a world fed-
eration, or cerifral council of nations, where
ideas, needs, means and ends could be rec-
onciled. He favors a planned economy at
home, understanding aid to colonial peoples.

White and Jacoby are revolutionaries.
They want the U. §. to sponsor better rev-
olutions in Asia than the Soviet Union does.
‘They believe the U. 8. can offer not only
bread and equality, which the Communists
do, but Iiberty as well.

None of these books, by any stretch of the
imagination, can be construed as Communist
propaganda.

In defending its position, the Administra-
tion says it is not going to subsidize the

of

magazines, incidentally, advocated election

of the administration which has directed

removal of books by their present or former
staffers.

One characteristic- is common to all these

books. Their authors are painstaking report-

3 ers. Barth writes from a rich background

of study of civil liberties and loyalty pro-

cedures. Streit is uncommonly well-informed

on this nation's constitutional beginnings

and the workings of the old League of

Nations, which he covered for the Times

during the '20’s and '30's. The other three

reporters spent years—in Snow's case dec-

ades—covering the field about which they

wrote.

Presumably it is the conclusions these
g writers draw from their rich fund of experi-
ence that supposedly sully the information
libraries. What are the writer's conclusions?

THE LION LEAVES, WITH

MERICANS seldom think of the Carib-

bean unless they contemplate a vacation
there. But worth noting is a rather signifi-
cant event that occurred in Bermuda the
other day. To the accompaniment of mourn-
ful bagpipes, the last garrison of British
troops left the island. Thus ended centuries
of British occupation. Thus began a promis-
ing era for some of our southern neighbors.

‘While the U. S. has been engrossed in war,
taxes and politics, several of the Caribbean
islands have been moving toward self-gov-
ernment. Earlier this year Jamaica obtained
2 new Constitution. Elections were held, for
the first time, in British Guiana. And. most
important, a draft blueprint for a British
Caribbean Federation was signed by Jamaica,
Barbados, Trinidad, Tobago, and the ‘British
Leeward and Windward Islands. They—and
possibly other British possessions will join

lan to seek Commowealth status in
the British Empire.

Attainment of selfrule by any colonial
people is usually good news. In this case, the
Britons' withdrawal, without fighting a

From The New York Times

the street tar gets shiny and babies
in prams go barefoot. when the short
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literature. That
is not the primary point that is in dispute.
The main point, the reason many persons
are alarmed by the official attitude, is that
books by competent, loyal authors are
banned

The obvious reason that they are banned
Is because the internationalism and support
of individual liberties expressed in them is
repugnant to the Senator from Wisconsin
who caused thém to be banned by fearful
officials. An altogether possible additional
reason for their banning is their frankness
and factuality, attributes which may likewise
disturb Senator McCarthy.

Thus, on yet another front, nationalism
and suppression of individual liberties is on
the upsurge. This happened because the
President and Secretary of State chose to
strike down a straw man and ignore the
fundamental issue

FUR INTACT

bloody rear guard action, points up the Brit-
ish facility for maintaining the bonds of
Empire. The imperial power is leaving before
its welcome has worn too thin, and thus re-
tains a portion of its influence in the area.

Some colonial powers pay no mind when
their host, so to speak. puts the cat out the
door and looks nervously at the clock. The
French did not in Indo-China; the Dutch
delayed too long in the East Indies. Britain
has its troubles in Suez, and got out of India
only in the nick of time. But on the whole
Britain_has established a fairly good record
of timély relinquishment of power.

While Sir Winston Churchill once growled
that he did not become Prime Minister to
preside over the liquidation of the Empire,
he is presiding now over a continuation of
a proper trend. the transformation of the
British Empire into a group of nations that

overn themselves, but stand with each other
and their friends in time of great trouble.
The process will provide the U. S. with good
neighbors, continue British influence, and
sgive the colonials the rights every man and
woman are entitled to.

DOG DAYS COMING

don't mean a shiner, when sleeves are rolled
and jackets carried, when shirts last.a day
and all starving actors land job in stock,
when people ride ferries for fun and house-
wives venture for supper, when the
city should pay the public for- riding sub-
ways, when publicity hounds start cfacking
eggs on sidewalks—the heat is on. \Better
start making vacation plans. |

An Oklahoma man has seen his wife for
the first time in four years. It isn't clear
lap In tionship,
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" People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and

address must be givem, but may be withheld

from publication in the discretion of the Editors. The News reserves lll right to condense.

Student Fnr More Bible Instruchon

Editors, Taz
AS a l(udrnl 1 wnu]d like to put in my two cent's
worth on the Bible teaching situation.

1 am a rising senior at Tech High School
Unfortunately, Tech has not had Bible teaching for
sevel ars because of a lack of Bible teachers,
This has been a big disappointment to the stu-
dents and parents because there are many at Tech
who would like to take Bible. We have great
hopes of having a Bible teacher this year, and
we would be very disappointed if the course were
discontinued.

1 can see no harm in having Bible taught in
the public schools. I think that a person should
be educated just as much in religion as in 'reading,
‘riting, and ‘rithmetic. No one is forced to take
d the ones who do take it, take it of their
ee will.

With all the immorality and sin that is in the
world today, knowledge of the Word of God
needed more by young people than ever Relore.
We need something to lean upon and look to
when temptations come our way. We need some-
thing to guide us other than our parents. That
something is the Bible, but if we don’t under-
stand it, how can it help us?

1 wonder just how many young people those
Baptist ministers think get Bible teaching at home?
Many young people come from homes that do not
even have a Bible in them, and many young peo-
ple rarely see the inside of a Sunday School room.

e only way some students can learn about the
Bible u at school
us have more Bible teaching in lhrhkrlhnnh
we need it more today than ever before.
m.w 3 —SUE EZELL.

Teach Religion In The Home

CHARLOTTE

Editors, Te Nrws:
HE Baptist resolution of Charlotte, against
T eaching of religion in the public schools, is &

far-reaching document in the history of our state
and nation. It will come as a surprise to those
who may not have explored original sources in
our history, that the Baptists were once bit-
terly hounded and persecuted as a religious minor-
ity. To have so consistently championed the
American doctrine of “the wall of separation be-
tween fhurrl\ and state.” in their status as “the
majority,” is a tremendous tribute to these people
and their ministry. It is the only unassailable
test of the true democratic spirit

The thinice of religious discussion and con-
troversy must remain a recurring crisis in our
country as long as tax-supported facilities are used
for essentially sectarian parposes

There is much to commend in the arguments
of those who speak for the “facts of life"—that
here is a large majority with a preponderant en-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

rollment in religidus instruction; furthermore, that
the managers of the mnlm lean backward in
their efforts to be fair to those who do not wish
to have their children participate. On top of: this
the sponsoring group pays the salaries of the
teachers involved. These are in honest “facts
of llle " with which there can be little argument.

I these “facts of life." stopped at our county
Une. all would be well; ot imple.
In Lima, Wisc, where the “majority” h Hom‘n
Catholic, the public school was combined with the
Catholic parochial school, and you have a situa-
tion where the “minority” Protestants have taken
the matter to court! Thus we are confronted with

of a our
tax-supported school system, where eventually that
religious faith or dennmlmlmn will be taught in
an individual public school which has “the major-
ity" behind the program; " own program.

‘e must also be embroiled forever in series
of inconsistencies. When President Truman ap-
pointed Gen, Mark Clark as Ambassador to the
Vatican, the reaction among the Protestant com-
munions of our country was so immediate (they
invoked the doctrine of “wall of separation be-
tween church and state”). that Mr. Truman actually
withdrew the appointment. All of this can lead
(as indeed it already has led) to a system of “here”
and “there” and only where it suits the majority
purpose. .

At this very moment there is pending litiga-
tion in the states of New Mexico, Missouri, Colo-
rado, and Illinois to outlaw attempts of school
boards to transform public schools into parochial
schools. In most instances, supporters of this ap-
peal belong to Protestant denominations, which
in other communities sponsor the system which
they are attempting to outlaw elsewhere.
Centuries have taught us that religious train-
ing, to be effective, must originate in the home
and family life, with the co-operation of the
churches. To use the secular arm of government,
(the compulsory attendance laws), to teach particu.
lar sectarian doctrine, is not only a violation of
the First Amfndmﬂ!l (separation of church and
state), but can be construed as an admission that
the two insfitutions—church and family—are not
equal to the task, which properly belongs to them
—that of moulding the child’s futur
—H. L. GOLDEN.

Quote, Unquote

Early to bed and early to rise—and somebody
else will be having all the fun.—Early County
(Ga.) News,

Rome's Red newspaper, which called Clare

oothe Luce an “elderly lady,” apparenily hasn't
heard of the Moscow bar against warlike propa-
ganda.—St. Louis Globe-Democrat.

rigidities of Stalin's last years. It
was — it may yet —
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THE FOUI PIAS
Peking broke

First,
the dndlock in the Korean truce
talks, with the obvious intention of
creating a new international at-
‘mosphere.

Second, Moscow immediately
sought to exploit the new atmos-
phere by launching an intensive,
deadly serious drive for a four-
power meeting on the highest level,
which got a welcoming response
from Sir Winston Churchlll and oth-
er lndinl lllled states

ol m'ew: were
louened in Russia proper, in the
satellites, and in the minor deal-
ings between the Soviets and
‘West. Domestic political considera-
tion undoubtedly weighed heavily
in the decision to loosen the screws
in Russia and the satellites, but
this general screw-loosening was
also needful, as preparation for a
different Hnd of Soviet-Western
relationshiy

Fourth lnd finally, Moscow be-
gan to give important hints, only
about a fortnight ago, of the kind
of cat it was prepdring, in these
different ways, to bring out of the
bag. Only a few days ago, it was
already a two-to-one shot that the

E

Let's Face It--

meant to make 3
offer of German
unification. The main features of

The events ul tM past veeh
have affected the new trend of
Soviet policy in m quite differ-
ent ways. On the one hand, the

) f the Nonh Korean pris-
e aiters the terms

likely, and so the truce-price has
been materially raised for Moscow

and Peking.

‘CON N OVER BEIL!N

On the other the Berlin
riots must cemu:ly hnve caused
second thought in the K
about the crucial policy of loosen-
ing the screws a few turns. =
Soviet world policy is directly
involved in this question. Moscow
cannot possibly make a convincing
offer of German unification,
against a background of wholesale
executions -nd nnhlul repres-
sions in the So zone of Ger-
many. If the Sllllnht reddlliu are

re-introduced in Germany, they are
likely to be re-introduced every-
where, in which case there will be
no heavy call upon the limited in-
genuity of Western leadership.

But if Moscow does not re-intro-
duce the old reprullvn policy in
Germany, and if the Korean lrucn
talks are not broken off again, it
will be very clear indeed that the
m-nen of the Kremlin mean to

rry through on their new pol-

xcyA In short, the events of this
last week have been a decisive test
of the changed Soviet trend. If
the change proves to be real,
American policy is going to re-
quire rather hasty re-ékamination.
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‘Our Boys’

Are Lusty, Coarse Hellions

By ROBERT C. RUARK

IENSORSHIP is the one weapon

that no single set of men has
ever masters own the middle,
that is, for the greater good of all
concerned. Give a man a blue pen-
cil and a stamp and ail his own
prejudices come rolling out, and
from what he cuts you have the
picture of the man. .

In matters of real security, our
armed forces have been notorious-
1y slipshod, swatting at gnats and
allowing the buzzards to fly by
unmolests

But where the services really
commit a fine prattfall is when
they start out to guard the minds
and morals of the men. I notice
that a performance of “Mister Rob-
erts” was recently canceled at
Mitchel Air Force Base
Island as being a bit too rough
for family consumption.

Then, too, there was that busi-
ness in Germany, where they can-
celed out the publishing rights for
the Overseas Weekly, ause it
printed some stories about Chris-
tine Jorgensen and the Mickey
Jelke vice ring. This was deemed
too rich for our young soldiers'
blood, although pre-adolescents
had been lapping up thy he. unmlom
back home for months;"in
lln( o! detail.

Y PATERNALISM

'l'he n(ﬂlnde the completely
phony paternal attitude, that we
have always aimed at our fighting
men is the most ludicrous piece
of nonsense in the history of
armed conflict. As soon as a young-
ster slaps on a khaki suit, he au-
tomatically becomes one of “our
boys”, and everybody wants to
send him a canary and a_rubber
plant with which to amuse himself.

At all cost, we must protect him
from the evils of drink, girls, crap-
shooting and bad language, all
malodorous influence, while send-
ing him forth to occupy some coun-
tries and kil people in others. I
handled troops for all of the last
war, and for two-thirds of it they
were fighting troops.

A foul tr»mwlhed. more*larcen-

WASHINGTON

EKACTL\’ four months ago I was in Ber-

lin—that most strategic of all cities

on the very edge of the Iron Curtain.

It was snowing. Thousands of refugees

trudged through the snow across that in-

visible but very real line dividing the
slave world from the free world.

The United States at that time stood as
the recognized leader of the free world.
Though criticized, we were respected, on
the whole loved. The pact we proposed
for the defense of Europe, for the weld-
ing of rival French and German armies
into onme force, still had high hopes of
success.
the force which dl.lly ﬂron
hapless men and women across
Curtain into {ree Germany, was dil-
lmilrd more [elred more lmed than

Onz:dmlh puscd Stalin died—or was

Another month passed. Soviet policy
began to change. The spasm of shoeting
down British and American planes over
Germany stopped. Suddenly the Kremlin
began 1o throw crumbs of peace to the
world. They were mere, crumbs thrown
as if to pigeons im a park, but to a peace-
starved people, they seemed like an eight-
course banquet.

Vacillate And Hesitate
AY, four months later, there Bas o
one allimportant chagge in

has not changed. It has reached a seeth-
ing, white heat. But the'change is that
the Kremlin has nullified our leadership.
No longer can we call the tune in West-
ern Europe. Europe calls the tune for us.

This change is due to two basic factors:

1 We have vacillated and hesitated.

The Soviet dnpﬂlltly needs an era
ol at lun surface peace to put its own
house in order.

The tragedy "is that the ferment within
sthe Soviet Union occurs when we have
made ourselves largely powerless to take
advantage of it. For elghl years we have
been telling ourselves, “The time will
come when the atellite peoples will rise
up and w off the yoke of Commu-

nism.™

Now that this moment seems approach-
ing. we have largely lost the leadership
of the world.

Our Mistakes

ASICALLY, the reasons for lessening

leadership are a series of astute, if
insincere moves by the Kremlin, coupled
b\mh certain obtuse if not stupid moves
Yy us

On one side. Russia released William
Oatis from jail, permitted Russian wives of
Americans in Moscow to leave the coun-
try, is exchanging ambassadors with Yugo-
slavia and Greece, is easing h meas-
ures in East Germany, lifted the Iron
Curtain a bit in Austria, is settlingborder
problems with Turkey, pulled

Communist troops out of Laos,

None of these has changed basic Soviet
goals. The Soviet goal of world-wide Com-
munism has not altered a bit. Even the
truce in Korea, though devoutly to be
wished. will leave Northeast Asia still in
political ferment. In Germany, the Krem-
lin can still march in overnight. And
France will be less defensible than ever.

ut in a world starved (or peace, in a
world grasping for hope, these Soviet
crumbs have up greedil:
while Western Europe stands hterllly with
outstretched hands almost pleading for
more.

nitely

world,

critics.
That's why Adlai Stevenson, touring the
has been seriously asked the ques-
“What is

ous, ruder, more disobedient, 1i-
centious, drunker bunch of hel-
lions I never saw, and most of
them averaged out at twenty. If
there was whisky anywhere, they
would find it. If there were girls,
they would find them. If there
were venereal discases to be
caught, they would catch. them.
word was a four-
letter, and they made verbs,
verbs, nouns and adjectives out of
the same simple obscenity. Also
presaiu’om, articles and pronouns,

At the same time there mever
was a better bunch of fighting
men, these ruffians who were
mama's boys, all. But to attempt to
keep the crudities of life from
them was tantamount to forbidding
the moon to a howling dog. *
DIDN'T SHOCK GRANDMA

“Mister Roberts” was rather a
mild, cleaned-up version of what
military life was like in wartime,
and I 'must say that my Grannmy
Cox was not a whit shocked when
she saw it in New York. To forbid
its showing to military personnel
is about as silly as declaring sex
off-limits to the world.

The business in Germany of
knocking a periodical on the head,
ostensibly because of the Jorgen-
sen and call-girl stories, was even
sillier. If you will go to Germany
and count the illegitimate chil-
dren, and check back on the VD
record of one battalion, and seek
out a few of the odder places of
amusement, the JorgensenJelke
bit reads like something out of
Ruth Fielding on the Farm,far
some early Rover Boy romances.

Why we must be so silly about
our lusty, coarse young men, far
from home and. mama, I cannot
say. They are builtin performers,
and if there is any hell to be
found, they will find it. And raise
it. And all the censorship and fine
preachments in the world will not
keep them out of the native quar-
ter and away from the bad booze
and the naughtier damsels,

The U.S. Has Lost World Leadership

the less it remains a fact that these tae
tics have knocked the props out from un-
der our best European friends and defi-

strengthened the hands of our

the difference between the

McCarthy investigations and the trial of
Rudolf Slansky?”

Ridiculous
results are real. They are as follows:

that question may be, the

one of our oldest friends, cannot

form a permanent government without in-

4 g

Go It Alone
ON the other side of the diplomatic score

card, American leadership, at least in

European eyes, n torn with dissen-  cist
sion. The statement by the No. 2 Repub-
lican of Washington that the United Stateh.
must “go it alone” strengthened those
European leaders who argue that Europe
must “Go It with Russia.

And when rvo young McCarthy investi-
gators, just out of their teens, pranced
through Europe leaving a trail of resent.
ment behind, our prestige was not Mlped a
bit. The “burning of the books," wrg—
ing and pounding of witnesses before Con-

gressional committees, the investigation of
our uhwh and churches, has given the
impression that we. have become a Fascist
state. And. as between a Fascist state in
Mrnh Amfrm and a police state in Rus-
‘est Europeans are wondering which

fied.
This,

ture.

But every duu(ch sent by American dip-
lomats from Europe paints the same pic-
So do the oral reports given
freindly lamm am|

cluding Communists or the anti-American
Gaullists. Italy, the key to a free Medi-
terranean,
ment without either Communist or Fas-
co-operation.
friend, is forcing a meeting with Premier
Malenkov whether we like it or not.
~“Our stanchest friend in Germany, Chan.
cellor Adenaer, is slipping and
out of office soon. When that happens
the Gcmu.\ Socialists are almost certain to

cannot form a solid - govern.

England, our best
1l be

the Unifed European Army,

which we worked so long to build up, will
not—unless a miracle happens—be

fati-

Tepeat is a pessimistic picture.

by
am in Wllb«

ingt is,
therdl are some -': onx—-ny. ‘Ijgh
will \liscuss in a future column. -

FEurope 4 Unrest behind the Tron | Curtainy

ter
inspired fruce talks in Korea. ‘While this is a false impression, never-
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