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THE PITFALLS OF PUSILLANIMITY

0 recent events illustrate the way in

which the Administration gets in trou-
ble when it refreats from its worthy ideals.
One event concerns “Buy Americanism™; the
other “book burning”, or mare properl§ said,
removal of controversial books from govern-
ment library shelves.

A few months ago the Defense Department
Tet contracts for power equipment at Ore-
gon's Chief Joseph Dam. American bidders
won the contract. It then developed that a
reputable British firm had placed a bid much
Jower than its U. S. competitors. =

After considerable indignation over this
uneconomical discrimination was expressed
by Britons and some Congressmen and news-
papers. the Defense Department rather lame.
ly decided to call for new bids, because of
some “misunderstandings over specifica
tions:”

Yesterday successful bidders were an.
nounced. A British firm won one of the
main contracts with its low bid. But because
the Administration did not award the con.
tract to the low bidder in the first place, be-
fore inquiring reporters and the British got
out the facts, doubts linger as to the Admin-
fRtration’s sincerity in advocating rade, not
aid, and decreasing commerce barriers with
America's allies.

Regarding the Administration’s position on
“book burning”, the President, the Secretary
of State, and the U. S. High Commissioner to
Germany (where the i“‘d’ has been much in

SCHEIDT HEADS IN THE

N his first talk with newsmen after tak-

ing over as N. C. Commissioner of Mo-

tor Vehicles, Ed Scheidt stressed certain

fundamentals that this newspaper has long

held to be essential to the state’s program
of highway safety.

First, the department will be run strictly
on a non-political b in accordance with
the wishes of Governor Umstead and
Scheidt’s own standards. .

Second, the operation of the State High-
way Patrol “is a professional job, and the
efforts of men engaged in it should be
recognized and appreciated” Hence, offi-
cers of the Patrol will not be political ap-
pointees, but will come from the rani

Third, the hasic and continuing objective
of the whole department will be to improve
the highway safety record in North Caro-
lina.

We have no other points to add to that
threefold program for the immediate fu.
ture. It lays stress in the right places, and
it secks to correct the deficiencies of the
past.

In the future, however, there is a broader

the news refently) long have been on record
as_upholding frecdom of inquiry, of per-
mitting enemies as well as friends to critic-
ally examine the American system, thus to
understand and appreciate it

But, under pressure from Senator McCar-
thy, the State Department buckled, and re-
moved from its overseas libraries nat only
books by Communists, but books by non-
Communists who apparently don’t think the
same as Senator McCarthy and his investi-
gators do.

The State Department has not as vet re-
trieved a portion of its stature as the De-
fense Department did in the Chief Joseph
case, True, the President, Commissioner Mc-
Cloy and Secretary Dulles have made fine
statements. But as far as deeds go, the Me-
Carthy policy still goes. Monday, Mr. Dulles
said orders have gone out not to destroy the
books (only 11 had been actually burned)
but to merely take them out of circulation

In other weids, the present Dulles posi-
tion is: We say one thing, but we will do
another (what McCarthy wants us to do),
only let's do it quietly instead of making a
spectacle out of it

That is a supine, cowardly
pugnant to the ideals
American or otherwise

I the Administration wants o know why
some people question the conviction and
strength of executive department leadership,
it can profit from a study of these two
incidents.

RIGHT DIRECTION

objective for the new Motor Vehicles Com-
missioner in the general field of educating
the public——and the members of the Gen-
eral Assembly—to some of the hard reali-
ties of the Motor Vehicle Age.

North Carolinians are not only apathetic,
they are even hostile to any highway safe-
ty programs that in any way inconvenience _
them or impair what they apparently be-
lieve o be their inalienable right to drive
any kind of a wreck on the public highways
they choose, and to drive it in almost any
fashion that pleases them. This hostility
is particularly strong in the rural areas of
Eastern North Carolina.

Scheidt proved during his tenure at the
Charlode FBI office that friendly persua-
sion can often turn apathy and hostility into
co-operation. He managed to build the very
closest and warmest cooperation with po-
lice and sheriff departments in all parts of
the state. He is an eminent practitioner of
the art of public relations, and we fully
expect him to make substantially more
progress toward making North Carolinians
highway safety conscious than any of his
predecessors.

position, re-
of any democracy,

CITY’S STREET NAMES COMPOUND CONFUSION

HE confusion caused by duplicated
street names in Charlotte has long
been a subject of much official discus-

sion and little official action

On Monday of this week, an emergency
call to the police department gave a dra.
matic illustration of the need for clearing
up the confusion.

A man shot himself at 2221 Highland
Ave. Two patrol cars of the City Police De-
partment were sent to answer the call

The Greater Charlotte Street and Busi-
ness Guides lists:

1. Highland Ave., off the 2700 block of
Wilkinson Blvd.

* 2. Highland Ave. from Monroe Ave to
E. 4th St.

3. Highland Ave. from Franklin to South

View (one block east of Wilkinson Blvd.)

THE CASE FOR THE ITEM

HE President of the United States is
often caught in a dilemma when an ap-
propriations bill reaches his desk ‘The bill
may include many spendinz items of which
he disapproves. It may be cluttered up with

extraneous “riders”, despite Congressional
rules to the contrary. Yet he must cither
approve, or veto, the whole measure. He

has no authority to strike out or to reduce
specific items.

This year three measures that would
give the President the item veto power by
act of Congress, and three resolutions that
would amend the Constitution to specifi-
cally authorize the item veto, have been
introduced in Congress.

Their backers point to the experience of
the 38 states that grant their governors the
jtem veto power as proof of its effective-
ness in curtailing spending. In 1045 55
bills in 11 states were reduced by $89 mil-
lion; in 1047, 42 measures in 11 states and
two territories ~were cut by $38 million
through the item veto.

‘They point out also that the item veto
power would not make a “dictator” of the
President, since a veto can be nullified by
a twothirds vote in both  houses of Con-

Qppm contend, however, that the
President might use the power to discipline
Individual representatives; and that Con
gress woujd be tempted to load appropria-
tions asures  with many indefensible
projects and thus “pass the buck” to the
President. -

It is possible, of course, that both re-
sults foreseen| by opponents would occur.

i5,no evidence that this
in the 38 states that author-
ize the item veto. And if the power can be

1

4. Highland Ave, runs north from Ford-
son Ave.

The police officers went to the third
Highland Ave listed above. Discovering
their error, they radioed to headquarters
and were told to try the Highland Ave. that
runs off the 2700 block of Wilkinson Blvd
There they found the dead man.

In this case, it probably made no differ-
ence. The man apparently died quickly aft-
er firing a bullet into his heart. But it
could happen very easily in an emergency
that delay in answering police or fire calls
because of confused-street - names could
have fatal results.

‘The proposal to rename streets to elimi-
nate duplication has been kicking around
for a long time. There is no valid reason
for further delay.

y extended by act of Congress, instead
of by a Constitutional amendment, it could
always be withdrawn if it did not work
out as anticipated

The Eisenhower Administration has not,
to our knowledge. asked Congress for the
item veto. It should do so without delay,
for the President could do a much better
job of trimming the excess from govern-
ment spending if he could strike out, or
reduce, specific items in the big appropria-
tions measures.

Our own Dept. of baseball statistics re-
veals that most home runs are hit in the two
minutes between the time when we turn off
the game on the car radio and when we sot
it on again inside the house. — Asheville
Citizen,

A spokesman for the industry says that
a luxury tax on women's purses would be
“just the same as if you put a tax on men's
pants pockets.” You mean there isn't one’—
Florida TimesUnion.

These are times when all members of the
upper house in Washington should be, not
Democratic Senators or Republican Senators,
but United States Senators.—New Orleans
States. z

Did you hear about the man who had a

ter-proof, shock-proof, , anti-
magnetic watch? He lost it.—Carlsbad
(N.M.) Current Argus.

If you are in the habit of carrying a.spare
head, go ahead and dive into strange swim.
ming places—Portsmouth {Va.) Star.
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People’s Platform

Letters should be brief. The writer's name and address must be given, but may he withhefd
from publication in the discretion of the Editors, The News reserves the right to condense.
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No ‘Substantial’ Minority
CHARLOT1E
FEditors, Tur Nrws:
T, your editorial Saturday, you stated: “We hoid
firmly, however, to the conviction that when
a substantial and a responsible minority objects 1o
Bible teaching in the public schools, it would not
only be unwise but also productive of much dis
tress of mind and heart to coptinue the
&

am.”
I contend that neither a substantial nor a re-
sponsible minority of church leadership sponsored
this resolution to ban teaching of the Bible in

the Charlotte schools, and I think y editorial
needs further explanation” on this subject of the
minority.

The constitutional procedure of the Baplist

Church, as well as other sects with which 1 am fa-
miliar, specifically states that the church mem-
bership (the congregation) has the final word.
Was this resolution adopted by the congregations
of these 26 churches? It was not.

Of the admitted total of 50 Bapfist churche:
in Charlotte and* Mecklenburg, belonging to t
Southern Baptist Association, only 26 ministers
signed the resolution.. Twenty did not and four re-
pudiated it. Therefore, it was not a responsible
minority as they did not speak for their congrega-
tions.

reover. The Charlotte Observer published the
results of a poll taken about five years ag
ing the numerical strength of membership i
rious denominations of Charlotte and Mecklenbuig
County and the Presbyterians led, with the Methou-
ists a close second and the ptists a close third,
therefore. we must assume that these 26 ministers
do not constitute a substantial minority, aside from
the fact all Baptist ministers did not concur in the
resolution.

If our Baptist friends wish to strictly ad-
here to the letter of the Constitution rega
separation of church and state, then the fede
state and local city governments should assess a
tax levy against their properly which is preseitly
tax free.

It is time that all Christisn people

should

d
“stand up and be counted on the issue” an¢ I
would like to know how the Charlotte - Meckien-
burg Ministerial Association stands on the issuc.

now -enrolled in Bible study

course.
—H, A. CHEEK
Why The Baptists Acted
CHARLOTTE
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Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

present to attach their signatures.

We Baptists, as a denomination, have always
stood for the absolute separation of church and
state, and the action of the North Carolina Baptist
Convention in) declining to accept a grant from the
Federal government of $700,000 for the erection
of a wing to our hospital at Winston-Salem should
be accepted as evidence of our sincerity in adyo-
cating this principle.

We deeply regret the necessity of opposing a
movement which we admit has done much good.
We are not “mad at" anybody, and are not out
to “get” anybody. We admit that we may be
mistaken, but in our opinion this practice is a viola-
tion of the principle of separation of church and
state, and believing as we do, we could but op-

pose it
~—WM. HARRISON WILLIAMS,

Scripture A Part Of Education
CHARLOTTE
Editors. Tur News:
HE first great colleges and universities in Ameri-
ca were not state institutions. but they were re-
ligious foundations, Harvard, William & Mary, Yale,
Dartmouth, and Princeton were established with
the avowed purpose of serving the cauge of re-
ligion.

The first charter of the University of Georgia
provided that every member of the faculty sho1d
be a believer in Christianity, and the first chaner
of the University of Mississippi required that the
evidences of Christianity be taught.

Rationalism during the last quarter of a cen.
tury has impaired the faith of many people with’
reference to the Holy Scriptures, and if _ our na-
tien should be lost, the cause of its loss will be
its loss of the Bible.

‘The American people are justly opposed to
the union of church and state; but their zeal for re-
ligious liberty may easily carry them to political
atheism. It is a dangerous source of evil to ex-
clude the Holy Scriptures from the field of edu-

cation.
—WARREN W. WOODS

More Bible Classes Needed

CHARLOTIE

Editdks, Tur News:
IT is ironical indeed to learn of any group of cit-
izens raising such a furor and exerting organ.
ized pressure for the abolition of learning in our
public schools. The cry of constitutionality and op-
pression is ringing again as it should when any of
our freedoms are endangered, but the cry is sud-
denly dulled when one recognizes the same voice
that was crying “change the Constitution” whea
the auestion of the freedom of drink was raised.

This cry is still very strong although popular
vote bas long since made known its wishes throule
out the nation. A nation controlled by a religious
organization is as doomed to collapse as a reli-
glous organization controlled by a nation.

The recent interest in the Constitution, taken
by various learned gentlemen, smells very strong-
ly of selfishness, jealousy and bigotry. Thank God
this document guaranteed us the freedom to worship
as we choose.. If some see fit to learn of the Holy
Bible daily in school, it is their right. If some
desire not to do so that is their right; our schools
force no one to attend Bible classes.

Truegthese classes are usually taught by Prot-
estant teachers. However, 1 studied Bible at Hard.
ing under Mrs. S. Irwin (Miss White) one of
the finest and most capable teachers I have ever
met, and to this day I have no idea of what denom-
ination she belongs nor can I venture a guess from
her teachings. She did teach the Holy Bible (St.
James Version) and my deepest regret is that 1
could not have been taught of religious sects stem-
ming from other writings.

Let'g not cry stop, let's cry more.

—P. W. RUNYAN

Malenkov Asked lke

tion, it may be a stumbling block at the

chances are remote that each truck gels
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WASHINGTON

TB! date now set for the return
of that tireless world traveler,
Adlaj Stevenson, is early August.

He will have completed a_circuit _
around the globe only slightly less™ piec
strenuous than the nHQl the
campaign itself.

Al the time he has been travel-
ing in the Far East and now in
the Middle East and Europe, Ste-
venson has been sending back re-
ports on his impressions which
have been widely read. Never, he
said in a recent letter to a friend,
1ry to write while you're traveling
because it's just too much of a
rial.

In every country he has been re-
ceived as a distinguished person-
age and that has meant a round of
official entertainment. Stevenson
has drawn the line at set speeches.
ions, lunches and din-

e
“few remarks” that must be witty,
friendly yet discreet.
FIRST, A VACATION

So when he returns he is looking
forward to the first real vacation
he has had since it all began with
that draft by the Democratic Con-
vention a year ago. Last Winter,
Stevenson went to the West Indies
for a sojourn in the sun. But dur-
ing much of that time he was re-
vising his campaign speeches for
wpublication in book form. That
hook is now high on the best seller
lists.

The tentative plan is that Steven-
son shortly, after his return will go
to the morth woods in Wisconsin
or Minnesota for a month of com-
plete rest and relaxation. His two
younger sons will zo with him and
they will loaf and fish with the
nearest microphone at least 50
miles away.

After this the Stevenson future
is even more tentative. A plan is,
however, shaping up and if it ma-
terializes he will step out firmly in
the role of titular leader of his par-
ty. The plan is for a big Demo-
cratic rally to be held in mid-Sep-
tember in Chicago.

The exact form this would take
is undecided. It might be a meet-
ing of Midwestern Democratic
leaders at a fund-raising dinner

Man'’s Glands And.1.Q. Ought
Not Exclude Him From Draft

By ROBERT C. RUARK

JLOTS of times T've disagreed loud-
ly with Gen. Lewis B. Hershey,
who has more or less bumbled
through our draft problems for
y'ars and y'ars, but when he put
in that recommendation for the
end of double draft deferment, I
let out a loud yippee. In the first
place, the double deferment affect-
ed men who had been given amne-
sty under the college elite opera-
tions, where some bright boys were
left free to study while some not-
so-bright boys went hustling off to
Korea to get shot at.

Now seme 20,000 of the bright
boys have succumbed to June and
moon and have acquired spouses
and progeny whilst dealing
with the uppercase Three R's, and

ence expect a second deferment
under the fatherhood relief deal.
Where a man’s glands lead him
does not seem to me to be a
governmental business.

We used to holler when they
first started educational deferments
that it was unfair to let a young-
ster go off to study coeds and the
jitterbug, the while recalling some
grimy old retread from World War
Two, who must again uproot his
job and family  to serve once
more in a war he never bought
and which has seemed always to
head nowhere.

THE DOCTORS SCREAMED

When the young doctors who had
been deferred from World War II
began to scream that they were
being discriminated against be-
cause now the government asks
them to pay up for a free educa-
tion and safety from harm in a
large, tough war, we did some
stuff that brought extra howls
from the bright young men. Now
it appears that over 12,000 of those
same escapees from service must
turn up to buy back their tuition
in the next three years. It seems
right and just.

There has always been a tre-
mendous inequity in the selection
of people as soldiers, where some
fare free and others go to -get
killed or bored to death on small
pay in a time of great prosperity,
paper prosperity though it may be.

Certainly the business of letting
the students study while the dum!
guys fought, or the poor guy
fought, was the greatest of all the
inequities, And now to have the
students with families, acquired
while studying, scream for exemp-

Adlai, Other Top Democrats,
May Get Together This Fall

By MARQUIS CHILDS :

7w
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T

as way hgd in New York an¢
'umch;\udg’;. But a more ambitious
idea is to bring the entire National
Committee together for & id
session, with Stevenson
e.

At such a two-day meefing, the
Democrats would blast ﬂ: Eis
enhower Administration the
83rd Congress. At the same time
they would do some morale build-
ing and perhaps also help on the
finahcial side. The New Yogk din-
ner brought $130,000 into the Par-
ty’s treasury, the Los Angeles din-
ner $50,000.

Rumors have been circhlating
that the Democratic National Com-
mittee is in such parlous financial
straits that consideration is being
given tofurloughing the whole
staff without pay for the month
of July. Committee omehl:‘ml-
ly deny this.

They do not, of course, deny
that the Committee has a finan-
cial problem. The deficit left be-
hind after the costly and unsuc-
cessful campaign of last Fall was

,000. This has now been re-
duced, Committee officials claim,
to $200000, They say that is the
best record ever established by a
parly in defeat faced with cutting
down a huge debt without hope of
government patronage or favor.
MITCHELL HARD AT IT

Chairman Stephen Mitchell, the
Chicago lawyer whom Stevenson
put in that office and who stayed
on at his insistence, has been tre-
mendously hard working. He has
tried to put committee finances
on a business-like, budgetary basis
rather than the get it while you
can and spend it fast approach of
the past.

A year's quota has been set for
each state Democratic committee.
Fund-raising methods are suggest-
ed but the responsibility is put on
the state. This method has had
varying success. Indiana sent in
its full quota for the year. Other
states have forwarded small
amounts or nothing at ail.

One of the problems of the com-
mittee is to decide how much mon-
ey will be used to retire the debt
and how much to stay in business.

tion in double time is s1ightly
ridieulous.

A man’s way with the maid Is
certainly his own business, and if
he takes on the responsibility of a §
bride, and the bride catches a |«
baby, on borrowed time, then it is
most certainly the gent's own
problem. General Hershey, with
some Ingic, said at the eariier sug-
gestions that if a man were de-
ferred, it was supposed that he
would serve after completing his
education, The bride and the bairns
don't change it, as the wives of
any old reserves who suffered
through two wars will tell you.

1 expect there is no good way
to-run a manpower draft, no just

to flounder. General Hershey has
admitted this in a letter, a nice
letter asking for suggestions, and ul
I am still at Joss for a concrete
answer, save one.
DRAFT 'EM ALL

. That's to draft everybody gqual-
1y, everybody who falls withilicer-
tain age groups, and then M4 the
services weed out the fit frgi the

unfit, the talented from the #tpid,
the apt from the inept, and chan-
nel the selectees off into different
fields. There would be colossal
foulups, of course, but none so
great as have been committed in
the arbitrary methods of making
one man a civilian and the other
a dogface.

You may say that the country
needs brains, and skills, and that it
is better for a dumbjohn to go and
get himself killed than for a brain-
boy to wind up a carcass. In the-
ory this is perfect. In practice. the

um sets just as high a
price on his life and times as the
smart guy. And it is still a land

where freedom for all is supposed
to abound as well as an equal
shake for everybody in the ad-
ministration of the nation.

It looks as if the draft of man.
power for war, and for prepared-
ness for war, will continue a long
time. I beseech only one thing,
that General Ike, now President,
will cause his aides to set up some
sort of permanent plan for conserip-
tion, get it going, and then leave
it alone, so that Joe Average, can-
didate for service, will know where
he is and what to expect, and make
his plans accordingly. And belay
this aristocracy of brains. It was
unsound from the start.

For Early Meeting

tice Department, the more they are con-
vinced that T. Lamar Caudle, the tax chief

5 WASHINGTON
NSIDE the White House - Soviet Premier
George Malenkov has a private mes-
sage to President Eiscohower, urging a
four-power conference immediately. This
Russian move is obviously aimed at bring-

ing the Biz Four together hefore the Big

ree have a chance to However,
the President is going through with the
Bermuda meeting first

ke has taken to tele 12 key Sen-

ators to push his legislatice program, a
trick that both Presidents Roosevelt and
Truman used effectively. For example, Tke
personally got on the phone o several Sen-
ators and swung them behind his Agr-
culture Department reorgant .
President Eisenhow as asked the Na-
tignal Security Coundil 1ty drait a policy
statement on what our attitude be
toward Red China after the truce is
I Peiping demands dipiomatic recogni-

ha

later political conference to settle the fi-
nal terms of the Korean peace,

Checking The Trucks

AT highway coffee stops this week, at
warehouses, railroad yards, and snack
bars where truckers congregate. there will
take place a unique move for highway sale-
ty—the teamstess’ truck check.

Organized by Dave Beck, head of the
Teamsters’ Union. 5.000 of his members
will act as inspectors to check on driving
Jogs, hours of service, brakes, lights and
other matters which the Interstate Com-
merce Commission is supposed to do bub
doesn’t tly to inertia, partly io

The ICC now has exactly 18 truck ‘in-
spectors to cover the entire U. S. And
with some 750,000 trucks hauling freight,

checked even once a year. So the team-
sters have stepped in, and from Sunday
of this week through Friday, wiil make
a friendly contribution to road safety.
The check consists of asking drivers
about overloading, whether his company
requires him to keep a “squawk-sheet” (lis*
of complaints), do they do anything abjut
complaints; does he have flares on hand
to be lit beside the road in case of a brcak-

down; how often are his brakes inspected;
what are his hours of service (ICC regula-
tions specify a 10-hour maximum driv-

ing)?
Most owner and companies welcome the
teamsters’ truck check, co-operate fully.

Tax'Frauds
HE more the Keating Committee digs
into the tangled tax affairs of the Jus-

who got fired by President Truman, was
an innocent scapegoat.

The more the investization continues,
also, the more some Justice officials wish
there hadn’t been so many records of tele-
phone conversations.

For instance, “when Peyton Ford, ex-
Deputy Attorney General, went over Cau-
dle’s head to settle the taxfraud case
against Dr. Olaf A. Olson of Minneapolis,
Ford phoned the Internal Revenue Bu-
reau. And Internal Revenue kept a tran-
script of his conversation.

‘This was one of the things Congressional
investigators ran across when they began
digging into tax frauds. Also T. Lamar
Caudle was careful to write himself a
arate memo for the files setting forth
his own views against the Olson settlement.
and investigators bumped into this tao.
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