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HIGHWAY SHUFFLE NEEDS'AN AIRING

JMEN Governor Umstead asked the
.“/ 1953 General Assembly to increase the
number of highway divisions from 10 to 15.
the legislators dodged the issue They author-
ized the Governor to appoint a special study
committee, and left the final decision up
16 the chief executive and his committee

Most observers expected the committee to
agree with the Governor. Sure enough. the
report made public this week recommended
not 15. but 14 highway divisions. and the
Governor proceeded promptly to appoint 14
division commissioners. But the report failed
to give any facts or figures supporting i<
recommendation. Both the report and the
Governor's accompanying statement referred
rather vaguely to the “public interest’, and
let it go at that.

The people of North Carolina are enfitled
to more information on the highway shuffle
On preliminary examination, we found noth
ing wrong with the arrangement of the
14 new districts, just as we found nothing
wrong with the older 10 districts. And the
new appointees seem to be generally a capa

JOINT -CHIEFS JOIN THE

HE SHAKE-UP of the Joint Chiefs of

Staff leaves us with some concern about
lhe political pressures in the Pentagon and
the future role of the Air Force. But there
can be little argument over the ability of
the chiefs of staff named by the President
yesterday. General Ridgway and Admiral
Carney, like the mew Air Force chief ap-
pointed last week, General Twining. have
excellent records, as does General Gruen-
ther, who will take over the NATO command
from Ridgway.

The chairman-designate of the Joint
Chiefs, Admiral Radford, has almost 1oq,good
2 record as a Navy man to qualify him for
his new job. Because of his leadership of
a sort of “Sink the Air Force” campaign
during the B-36 vs. supercarrier controversy

a few years ago, he will have a hard time
wv\ml that he has moderated his views on
Navy-Air Force re\-lmmlhlpl if. as has been

reported, that is the case.

The appointment of Radford. coming on
{he heels of the drastic cutback in Air Force
appropriations, might tempt the airmen to
rally their friends for another big service
squabble. There is now before Congress

ble lot. But no one, so far. has made out a
use (or increasing the number of divisions.
can speculate. It may be that the post-
war r\nd building program, including the
$200.000,000 secondary road paving plan. has
so expanded the work of the Commission
that a single, nonsalaried commissioner
could not keep close touch on all the proj-
ects within his division It may be that Mr
Umstead wanted to break up the little
clhques and factions that inevitably form
within & semi-political kingdom
Whatever the reasons, they should be
stated fully. and publicly 1t 1§ interesting.
though not conclusive. that a recent poil of
2000 newspaper editors General Assembly-
and members of the general public
conducted by Felix Grisettes N C Research
Institute. found overwhelming sentiment i
favor of keeping the 10 highway divisions
in their old form Until the Governor makes
2 fuller explanation to the people. the
reorganization of the Highway Commission

will leave doubts in the munds of many
North Carolimans.

’ .

TEAM .
Defense Department reorganization plin

that would increase the power of the chair-
.man of the JCS, giving him responsibility
to manage the Joint Staff and authority 10
pass on the 210 officers chosen by the serv-
sces for the Joint Staff. This reorganization
plan has a most worthwhile feature in its
provision to decrease the administrative
work of the JCS, leaving it more time for
strategy-planning, and increase the authority
of the defense secretaries. But because of
the increased authority this plan, which is
not subject to amendment, would give to a

man who is considered hostile to the Air
Force, it will likely become quite contro-
versial. And certainly the fact t Senator

Taft and other Republicans have ded
the “clean sweep” of the JCS that the Presi-
dent now proposes, despite the fact that
Admiral Fechteler's term as Navy chief of
staff still has two years to run, will increase
the suspicion that political considerations
were accorded undue emphasis in the selec:
tions. That is not to say the suspicion is
well-founded, but the President or Defense
Secretary would do well to allay this skepti-
cism, if they can.

COUNTRY CLUB ATOP THE COURTHOUSE

UNTY OFFICIALS may be "xin‘uhrly

brought along some whisky to soften the
dreary

" over the of the
County Jail by Federal authorities, as our
news story said yesterday, but the people of
the community will not take it so casually.
We can just picture the scene that would
take place if some deadbeat from a hobo
jungle should ask Jailer C. C McGinnis to
have visitors outside hours, or rouse McGin-
nis at night to make telephone calls.

But Eb Beaty. an affable. popular fellow
who got in trouble with Uncle Sam's tax
agents and found himself behind bars after
cxhausting every appeal agency short of the
Supreme Court. had it good. Ole’ Eb just sort
of held court in a special cell in the jail.
receiving a string of visitors including an
inordinate number of policemen at all hours.
whenever the jailers weren't busy. And he
made elephone calls late at night. And at
Jeast one of the visitors, and perhaps others.

IN THE FINEST JUDICIAL

\ RECOMMENDING Francis O rmum>
for appointmext 3s a special Superiof
Court judge. the Mecklenburg County Bar
Association tapped 2 man whose whole life
and training have been in the finest judicial
tradition

Son of 2 distnguished Supreme Court
justice, an eminent attorney in his own
Tight, former State Senator and leader in a
host of civie and relizious community activi
(& lavL«nn has brought to the practice
a tugh standard of ethics
{ purpose. He has an in
tic enough 1o encompass
S in him a deep-run
hilosophical strain that
on to his total persop-

From The New York Times

Oh, it was a pleasant little interlude, all
right, those few days before Eb had to move
on to a Federal penitentiary where the
officials operate under the strange theory
that a law violator is supposed to lose cer-
tain privileges along with his loss of personal
freedom. Eb appears to have bragged to the
Feds about his_fine time in the county jall
and that started the whole business.

Maybe the County Government has been
taking care of Federal prisoners at a finan-
cial sacrifice. That's’ no excuse for rolling
out the red carpet for any of the prisoners,
or for shrugging off the criticism of U. S
authorities when it’s made.

1f Sheriff Clyde Hunter has any awareness
of his responsibility, he’ll put in some rules
and regulations at the jail and tell Jailer
McGinnis to enforce them or else. If he lacks
that awareness, the grand jury ought to wake
him up.

TRADITION

In brief. Francis Clarkson is 2 good law-
yer a good citizen. a good man. He will
make a good judge.

Because of a legislative controversy in
the recent session of the General Assembly.
two bills for reorgamzing the state’s judicial
system were defeated. As a temporary
expedient, the Legislature authorized the
Governor to name four additional special
judges. It is for one of these posts that Mr.
Clarkson has been recommended.

The members of the bar who are sponsor-
ing his candidacy believe that Governor
Umstead will favor Mr. Clarkson. Certamly
if the Chief Executive shows the good judg-
ment we all expect of him, he will recognize
in the Charlotte man a worthy colleague at
the bench for the other regular Mecklenburg
surist, William H. Bobbitt.

ON NONCONFORMITY

THIS AGE of conformily we like the

idea of awarding prizes for nonconformuty
The men who dared to sail westward on an
ocean that was flat were nonconformists. and
they discovered a new world. The men who
fled their homelands to settle that world
were nonconformisté, and they foinded 2
mew civilization. The men who “rebelled

state of mind to which some of our public
figures seem to be trying to lead us. Noth-
ing could be more unimaginative or “un-
American™.

All of this is why we are pacticularly glad
{o see someone get a prize for unorthodoxy
True, the Lord & Taylor awards given 1>
five distinguished men Monday for original

tyranny were and
they estsblished a new country. The mea
who brought wnily and strength and wealth
1o that country were monconfermists, and
they are our heroes of yesterday.

Today there are too many among us, with _w

wits dufled by ignorance or by fright, who'
seek safety snd security only in what they
think is the narrow pattern of the past
It isnt the pattern at all: if our ancestors
w-nym-nl.lhqunmuulm.

to explore and not to fear.
nhmhmh-n(-rlndmu
to eguate noncenformity ~with treason
\M with disloyalty.. Yet that is the

and thinking in their respec-
uve fields did not touch on politics, but the
principle is the same. Free spirits and
unbridled minds are too rare even in a free
society They deserve encouragement. The
worship of conformity, of orthodoxy. of
authority should be left to the Communists
and the other totalitarians of left and right
It is not for uk.

Dogs would make moye satisfactory pets if,
instead of whimpering’ when a thunderstorm
breaks in the middle of the night, they would
tiptoe in and close the windows—Greene-
ville (Tenn) Sum. l

Sy

N

TURN THE
WAT_E& !

—

Helping The I, Underfed

What About Point 4?

(By Congressional Quarterly)

INT Four"—under a different name—seems
likely to be continued as a part of U. S. for-
eign policy. This program was given special men-
tion during the 1852 campaign when Mr. Eisen-
hower said that we “should intensify the ut:nmn
of technical assistance to underdeveloped nations.
The President made reference to the idea lmn
April 18 speech to_the American Society
ni M\npap« Editors by stating that “This gov-
ernment is md: to ask its people to joig with
all a substantial percentage
of any xw schieved by real disarmament to 3
[und for world aid and reconstruction . . .
help other peoples to dmlvp the lmﬂrrde\elnped
areas of the world .

In his May 5 message requesting authoriza-
tion for 1954 foreign aid funds, the President noted
that the request “includes approximately $350 mil-
lion for technical. economic, and devllnpmuhl pur-
poses . e the amounts requested .
small as eomplnd with the military supwn
programs are nnuth!ltu of the most vital i
0 guard against the external mili
tary threat is not enough; we must also move
against those conditions exploited by subversive
forces within."

The program of technical assistance to under
developed areas was first enunciated by former
President Truman i his inaugural address on Jan.
20, 1949, and 1t achieved its ular name—*"Point
Four”—from the fact that it was the fourth point
in his foreign policy program. In this point Pres:
dent Truman called for “a bold new program
for making the benefits of our scientific ad-
vances‘and industrial progress available for the im-
provement and growth of underdeveloped areas .

material resources which we can afford ©
use for the assistance of other peoples are lunlud
But our imponderable resources in technical kno
edge are constantly growing and are inexhaustibls

Authorized In 1950

Tm: program was wuthetized in 1950 when me
Act for Internativaal Development” was

ss a part of the international economic mhnne:
program. Appropriations for fiscal year 1951 were
$345 million; for 1852, $1479 million; for 1833,
$155.6 million.

In actuality, the U S had :Irudy had almost
10 years of experience with technical cg-operation
programs in Latin America. A urune program
of cooperation with Latin American countries was
sta in 1942 under the auspices of the Co-ordina-
tor of Inter- A‘mrkm Affairs The lmm of Inter-
American Affairs handling technical co-operation in
the fields of health, education. and agriculture
was so successful that it was continued after the
remainder of the wartime program was terminat

‘When Technical Cooperation ‘Adminis-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

tration was set up in the State Department. its.
methods of operation were patterned largely atter
those developed by the IIAA, and the Institute
now functions 28 the Latin American “arm” of

Besides Latin America. “Point Four” operates
in the Near East and Africa. and in south Asia
(including Indonesia). It is estimated that about
half the people of the world live in as;
that of iheu people, about eight out nl ten are un-
derfed, seven out of 10 are chronically ill, and
seven out of 10 are illiterate.

The aims of Point Four—or TCA—are to help
nme people to help themselves, by showing them
how to dncrease food production through modern
agricultural methods and save food by modern
storage and processing: how to fight disease by san-
itation and preventive measures; how to spread
literacy by public education.

How It Works

THE program operates like this: The aid is given
only at the request of the government con
cerned. and only after the two governments have
entered into a agreement. Under this
agreement. technical experts work out details
jobs to be done and the exact contribution to be
made by each government in terms of money. per-
<onnel, services, and equipment. These details are
embodied in a project agreement.

_ The TCA program is in operation in 35 coun-
tries. In Latin America, they are: Bolivia. Brazil,
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica. Cuba. Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala. Haiti,
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay,
Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

In Asia there are TCA programs in Amummn.
Burma (scheduled to terminate in June.
the request of the Burmese government), lndll
Indonesia, Nepal, and Pakistan.

In Africa, andethe Near East there are TCA
programs in Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Iraq, Israel,
Jordan, Lebanon, Liberia, Libya, and Saudi Arabia.

Iran was the first country to enter into a
B:Illell;:l llr"mtnl for tech: co-operation, in
o

Since that date projects have been initiated in
agriculture, health and sanitation, education. de-
velopment of natural resources, and development
of industry and trade. During that time and up to
the middle of the current fiscal year. the U. S.
had extended aid to Iran in these fields to the
extent of about $35 million. Expenditures in most

TCA countries have run well below that fligure.
‘The size of the emdk\lﬂ is a reflection not
only ol the needs of ut of the extent of

mmunist threat w !hal area.

By MARQUIS CHILDS

‘WASHINGTON
THE plain common sense spoken
by that down Fast Republi-
can, Senator George ‘Aiken of Ver-
mont, should cause the Admin-
istration to_stop, look and .
What the Senator said aftef he
voted against the tideland:
bill was that the public is becom-
ing fearful the natural resources
nl lba country are to be given

'ﬂ!h is, said Aiken, the mlleﬂ
pnuunl danger the President
faces. He went on to say that pow-
erful professional lobbyists are
working to get administrative and
Congressional approval for turn-
ing over to private interests the
timber, minerals, Ilndt thl bave
been a national herita
While "the "New. Deal tosk it
over, conservation is a Republican
cause. It ‘stems directly from The-
odore Roosevelt and Gifford Pm
chot

mumzlum. ]
pidly in recent years,
::.,YEHM to the water

R. Mathews, the vigorous
rizona Daily Stlr blasted ﬂ!l
o Tucson's ur-

his attention,
Oscar Chapman revgrsed it and

held that the experts had been
right.

Chapman's decision is being ap-
pealed to the new team in the In-
terior Department. The responsi-
bility mld nonnllly fall on A"
sistant Secretary Orme Lewis, in
charge of puhllc land progra
under the Bureau of
agement. But because he -n
Searles’ lawyer at one
l.e\lh says he will ‘stand aside nnd

¢ participate in the final dispo-
1l|ltll of the matter.

for the Administration to uh a
strong stand in the face of threats
and rumors of threat to the last

regerves of the American heritage. -

e Department of Interior
very great power over the re-
sources of the West
Douglas McKay made that plain
when he awarded 1o a private pow-
er company Hell's Canyon on the
Oregon-daho border. perhaps the

ndeveloped

es

An incident that occurred last
year under the Truman Adminis-
tration illustrates the scope of the
department’s authority over land
and water. The then Undersecre-
tary of Interior, Richard D
Searles, overruled the experts in
the field and the director of the
Bureau of Land Management in
Washington, Marion Clawson, to
award water rights to a large-
scale farming operation in Ari-
zona. The applicants included the
state attorney general, Fred Wil-
son, and several close political al-
lies of former Democratic Senator
Ernest W. McFarland.

Con are suspicious
of uuu because his law firm in
his home town of Phoenix, Arizona,
has represented eattle”and other
aggressive interests pressing for
charges in Federal land policy.
Cattle men have long been in con-
flict with Federal agencies over de-
mands to graze a greater ratio of
cattle on public lands under the
jurisdiction of the Interior and
Agriculture Departments.

Some conservationists are arbi-
trary to the point of wantiog to
lock up all ll\t resources of the
Federal government lnd up a
ke out” sign. ho a
more reasonable, and lhty Inehlﬂl
the vast majority of Americans in-
heriting the Teddy Roosevelt com-
victim of keeping a base of land
and water for future generatio
understand that controlled develap-
ment is essential. Thus the natiol 1
parks are a great asset enjoyed
millions, but timber cutting 4
these pll’h is carefully limited.
is this great of conservation-
ists who will be watching to see
what the new policy means.

When Alimony Is The Issue,
It Ought To Work Both Ways

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK
N[\' HEART sank when Superior
Court Judge Alfred Stein in
Newark, N. J . recently ruled that
the payment of alimony to a man
is against public policy and that
such payment is illegal 1 had me
some high plans about hijacking
Mama one of these days, from all
her money, and living high on the
bog from the hijack
Seems they eut off the alim:
paid by a Mrs, “Ruth ‘\umemmé
Montgomery MacVicker Desales,
who was once married to an Eng-
lishman named Eglinton Montgom-
ery, to poor Mr. Montgomery aft-
er 17 years and $50.000, and the
judge said that was fine and legal.
1 hope the old judge needs some
alimony himself one of these days.
and this'll teach him to go around
taking the bread out of poor de-
luded gentlemen’s mouth:
It seemed to me. in the best King
Solomon judicial sense, that if ali-
mony is legal for a lady, it should
also be legal for a lad. What is
loot for the goose shopld not raise
the gander’s dander, so to speak.
This was going to be my cam-
paign for this year—equal treat-
meat for gentlemen in the disil-
lusion league. Obviously, all the
p s cannot be wrong in marital
itups and in some cases should
bc entitled to heart balm and an
easy life without labor. I am real

weary of all the penalties of dis-
pnthlnlmtnl draping the shoulders
of the mal

Let usph any hypothetical case
of John not loving Mary any more,
and vice versa. Let us say there
are no children in the deal to
complicate matters. ~Mary has
lived a certain amount of years.
and mink, off John's bounty, and
suddenly they find each other in-
sufferable. Let us say that the sin
of major insufferability can be on
either side.

So they get themselves a dee-
vorce, and the good judge says
here, here, pay this womana bil-
lion dollars a minute for the rest
of her life, because she was your
wedded wife and is entitled to a cut
of the swag even if you despise her
dearly and want to reach for the
meat-ax every time you see her
'Jehn says yes, yerronner, and cuts

down on his Saturday beer ration
to meet the ends.

On pure logic. what does John
owe Mary? He's fed "her and
clothed her and kept her in vaca-
tions and convertibles, not to men-
tion servants and television sets for
donkey's years. He has’labored in
the jute mills while she wallows in
caviar at the nearest eatery. or
wherever she has her girl lunches.
What harm has John done to M
that he don't like her no more, that
he’s gotta keep on minking her and
penthousing her until she collects
another sucker?

1f there is a situation of kids. of
course, there is a mutual respon-
sibility. and you got to feed the
cow 1o keep the calves healthy. But
in these umpty-toighty divorces,
there seldom seem to be any kids,
and the mutual thing doesn’t exist.

Even off the high-cost-of-caviar
domestic difficulty, I don't see that
a man owes a woman anything
more than a2 woman owes a man if
the marriage goes boom and they

the best years of the boy’s life, he
should live them over again® He
got just as old and maybe older
than the lady. -

There is no law says a disen-
chanted divorcee can't go back to
the work she hasn't dome for sev-
eral years, and sweat out the fu-
ture as she used to sweat out the
past behind the cigar counter. She
has usurped most of the masculine
major functions—politics, pants.
gars, work, ascendency in the
home—the lot. Let her toil some.

But if we continue to pay her for
shattered dreams, then let us also
pay the gentlemen for THEIR shat-
tered dreams, because our dreams
shatter just as easily as anybody
else’s. 1 think gentlemen are en-
titled to alimony, in these friction-
filled times, if only in payment for
the hard treatment that they have
received whilst living in a state of
wedded bliss. The only trouble is
that it's tough to find 3 dame who
hates you so good that she’ll pay
to lose you, and now the judge in
Jersey has wrecked even that
small possibility. Fie, I ery, and for
shame

Dulles Sees Nehru As Leader Of Asia

W\SH[NGTON

B\ all odds, the most important confer-

on the agenda of John FD('E
Dulles \ild East trip is that with Prime
Hmuler Nehru of India.

rpose of the talk will be to build
hehru up as the chiel buliark against
Communism in Asia.

So far Nehru, though anti Communist,
has not been an anti-Communist crusader.
He has had to govern some 361.000,000 In-
dians who have strong sympathy with the
Chinese, are suspicious of Western “im-
perialism.” and whose standard of living
is so mear the starvation pont that they
are a potential breeding ground for Com-
munism.

However, Dulles. in talks with his State
Department advisers before he left Wash-
ington, worked out the following sales talk
for Nehru:

“Today the most importan! leader in
Asia is Mao Tsetung, premier of Com-
munist China. But he is such only because
no one has' challenged his leadership.
Asia is looking for another great leader
who will show its peoples the non-Com-
munist path to better living You can and
should be that leader.

“If you will assume that role, the
United States will give you all the backing
1t can. If you do not accept it, then South-

¢

east Am e\'ennnlly the Middle East, in-
eluding own country, are almost
certain to, ‘e o Communist. We hope you will

eo-operal
It's r:‘euewd that Nehru will buy this

jon.
I he does, one of the first American
moves will be to send several million bush-

els of surplus wheat, now being stored in .

old Liberty ships in the Hudson River, to
India. Though it will cost the taxpayers a
little extra, it's believed that the wheat

will bring greater dividends in stopping
Asiatic Communism than letting it rust
and mildew in storage.

Hope And lke

BOI Hope was kidding the President of
the United States at the 28th annual

LS

dinner
the other night. While Tke
told this story:

B e

“amd missed again. }

anth ot pras ey We'd etier 5o Up
say: ‘We'd

et el e e hi e

Watching Our Wealth

RE was 2 time when the American
public carefully mlmmd the Interior
Depmmnl. of the nation's
greatest natural 'e.llh This was true
Taft's day, during the Ballinger investi-
gation, and especially during Harding’s
day when Secretary of the Interior Fall
traded off the oil reserves of the nation.
But during the regimes of Honest Harold
Ickes and the man he helped train.
Chapman, people pretty much forgot tbe
great wealth protected by the Interior
Department.
the Interior Department is coming
h for a lot more watching—not because
of any dishonesty, but because of a genu-
ine, over-generous tendency to get every-
ot control. This

plant, now making oil ou for a
‘E'E!nllﬂlh!dﬂulrulmmpﬂml
1 by the State of
Cahfm to trade 25851 acres of state-
owned land in California for the same

-owned land, also in

On the surface. Mhlng would seem
wrong about this. However, two interesting
facts lnri in the background:

First. the land is to be swapped in ord
to benefit the Paciflic Gas & Electric (:
of California. which wants to run a pipe.
llnc bringing natural gas from New Mex-

a common carrier for all gas
big and little, who want m' 'Mm"'
L if the gas line runs over w
state land. the California Lenshm‘;e ;ﬂ’z
be prevailed upon to give P. G.
monopoly, ban competition from nlhm
Second, and most important, the swap-
ping of land between California and the
Federal Government on an acre-for-acre
basis could serve as a precedent for the
longdiscussed drive to get public lands
turned over to the Western states.

bave been on an “equal value basi. not
acrefor-acre. This is because mineral or
timber wealih may be far more important
than Therefore. e oaly

be interesting to
the Interior Department
this important question of public lands.




