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THE PEOPLE'S RIGHT TO KNOW'

RE is but one issue in the showdown
between the newspapers of North Caro-
lina and the Appropriations Subcommittee of

the General Assembly. It is simply whether’

# legislative body has the right or even the
privilege of secret deliberations on spending
the people’s money.

That is what the controversy is about.

1t is not the newspapers’ fight only. It is
the people's fight. In standing up against
the gross infringement on the right of free
information, the newspapers are acting as
agents for the people

The law is clear. It forbids secret delib-
erations on the state budget. And it directs
the AttorneyGeneral to bring legal action
against anyone who violates amy section of
the budget law, including the section banning
secrecy.

This is more than a single, isolated
incident. All over the world there are those
who would shut down on the sources of
information about government. There are
iron curtains between nations and peoples.
In our national capital, a great deal of pub-
lic business has been withdrawn behind the
massive structureof government bureaucracy
Until this week, however, North Carolina's
General Assembly had been an open book

It must be opened again, and quickly. 1f
the people do not rise and crush this abor-
tive attempt to shut their business off from
public view, other committees will begin
holding secret hearings. It will inevitably
lead to secret government.

Governor Umstead has taken a forthright
stand. He favors public consideration of the
public’s business. He reiterated his position

y.

We respect the motives of the subcommit-
tee members. They may be right when they
say they can move along faster when they
feel they can talk more freely. They have
a point when they say that abbreviated
reporting of long committee hearings some-
times may take a quote out of context and
misrepresent their meaning .

But that is one of the calculated risks of
office-holding It is one of the calculated
risks of democracy. This inconvenience or this
embarrassment is of infinitesimal importance
when weighed against the historie right of
a free people to know how their public
affairs are being handled

The newspapers of North Carolina have
risen to the challenge. They need and they
deserve the militant support of the people
whose rights they are Lrying lo preserve.

THE BOHLEN CONTROVERSY

HE BOHLEN AFFAIR possibly reached

its climax late yesterday afternoon. in
the intemperate exchange between Senators.
The vote on Bohlen's confirmation as ambas-
sador to the Soviet Union. expected tomor
row. may well be anticlimactic. Senator
McCarthy, in his almost solitary opposition
to Bohlen. has painted himself into a corner
from which be may now burl his brush at
even the President himself. but confirma-
tion of Bohlen is assured

A healthy result of this controversy is that
men who were previously friendly or neutral
teward Senator McCarthy are at last ranged
against him. Secretary of State Dulles,
Majority Leader Taft. Foreign Relations
Chairman Wiley, and GOP Policy Committee
Chairman Knowland stand firm, with the
President, for Bohlen Semators Taft and
Sparkman found nothing discreditable to
Bohlen in the FBI summary Taft said FBI
Director Hoover assumed full responsibility
that the summary correctly and completely
reflected what was in the original reports
of the investigators <

1t was these original, “raw”. unsubstan
tiated reports that, said McCarthy. cast doubt
upon Bohlen's fitness. But now the Wiscon-
sin Senator is in the ludicrous position of
having to challenge the judgment of even
Taft and Hoover if he is to hold to his
untenable position.

Thus it appears 'the Wisconsin smear-
monger at last may have overreached him-
self. In so doing he has given the anti-
McCarthy forces new recruits from his own-
Republican Party; s most welcome event.

Bohlen's delay in going to his post. for
which be is eminently qualified and which
needs his {alents, is of course lamentable. But
the most disturbing result of this whole
controversy could be in the precedent it

may set regarding Congressional access to
FBI files

On occasion a few Congressmen have been
permitted access to these unverified reports
Presfdent Truman permitted several mem-
bers of the House Appropriations Committes
and the Tydings committee o check the
files of some State Department employes.
The Joint Committee on Atomic Energy had
similar privileges, under special security
regulations.

The right of access was sparingly granted
Further, it was not wanted by many Con-
gressmen, who knew what evil, malicious
men could do with these files

Now, and at Senator Taft's suggestion
comprebensive summaries of the files on
Bohlen have been made available to two
Senators. Can not_and will not Senator Mc
Carthy now argue, with considerable logic.
that if Taft and Sparkman can gain access
to these files, the chairman of the Committee,
on Government Operations, (McCarthy, of
course), has at least equal right to them®
Does not Senator Jenner. chairman of the
in
the universities, then have that right® Would
not Chairman Velde. of the House Un
American Activities Commiltee, have that
right”

1f that precedent is established. if legis-
lators of the McCarthy stripe get their hands
on the compilation of rumors, gossip, hear-
say and anonymous letters that. along with
the verified information, is in the FBI files,
would they not have a field day that would
make the Bohlen affair appear tri

Senator McCarthy may have miscalculated
In calling for a showdown on Bohlen Or he
may have diabolically maneuvered the
Administration into lowering the barriers
around the FBI files. Don't underestimate
his cunning.

A DENIAL OF FAIR REPRESENTATION $

‘T WOULD BE so easy for the North

Garolina General , Assembly to do the
right thing about redistricting the state that
it is inconceivable for it even to consider
doing the wrong thing. Yet a bill reported
favorably by a House commitiee yesterday
may set in motion a series of events that
would forever deny popular representation
to the people of North Carolina.

The State Constitution says clearly and
emphatically that the House and Senate shall
be redistricted after each Federal census
‘The 1851 General Assembly failed to do so,
and this year a bill was introduced to carry
out the mandate of the Constitution. Three
counties, Mecklenburg, Guilford and Wake,
would get two Senators each. and there would
be a reshuffling of several House seats.

Instead of giving this measure the con-
sideration it merits, the General Assembly
now appears to be more favorably inclined
to support a counter-measure that would call
for a popular vote on an amendment to the
State Constitution. The amendment would

‘ance with the C

prevent any county from having more than
one Senator. and is aimed directly at the
bigger counties. It was this bill that got a
favorable report yesterday frotm the House
Committee on Constitutional Amendments.
The measure to redistrict the state in accord-

""We Have Documentary Evidence That This Man Is
3 Planning A Trip To Moscow’

After Stalin, What?

By EDWARD J. MEEMAN
Editor, Memphis Press-Scimitar

FTER Stalin what? This is not an article about

what should now be done in Korea.,China,
Burma, and Berlin, though immediate decisions
must be made concerning those areas and articles
about those questions have to be written.

It 15 an article about something more im
portant—that we find principles. faith and a pro-
gram by which the free world can take the initia
tve n a long range efiort and build a success
which will equal and surpass the amazing phe-
nomenon of Joseph Stalin’s created empire.

Stalin built this empire in one generation up
to such strength that on the day of his death,
using only two of his many satellites, he had the
free world stopped on a narrow battle front in one
small country. He had pewer any moment that
be chose to set military forces in motian which
could take Iran and march across Europe.
a World War III his forces might be defeated,
but not without wreaking such destruction on the
free world that our freedom and civilization might
disappear.

Stalin is gone and now we can take the mitia-

We can build power in the free world,
prevent the Communist world that Stalin built
from attacking us, and establish security and
peace.

Learn From Stalin
JE can learn from this evil genius how we can
make a success equal to his.

Stalin took the false academic theories of
Marxism — that capitalism was a decaying system
which it was right to destroy—off of the
shelves and made it a dynamic faith for which
men died.

We have a faith that is all too academic: that
God rules the world and Man i his image and
likeness. We can take this faith out of the Sun-
day School lessons and from behind the stained-
glass windows and make it live in our homes, our
factories, our salesrooms, ting places, our
congresses. and our chancellories. Let our busi-
at home and abroad be witnesses

still
in committee.

It was significant that the chairman of the
committee, Rep. Addison Hewlett of New
Hanover, reserved the right to oppose the
measure on the floor He said it would be
“against my principles” to support the
measure.

Indeed, it should be against the principles
of every member of the General Assembly.
There are two things wrong with the bill:

1 It would ignore a clear constitutional
mandate.

2 It would, if approved by the Legisla-
ture and the people, forever freeze an un-
democratic system of representation.

s have ever made a right. They
do not make a right in this case.

By Fred H. Guidry In The Christion Science Monitor

ATOM BLAST: A MOTHER DOESN'T KNOW

'HE REPORTER in Boston looked at his
«& watch and then reached for the tele-
phone. It was 825 A. M., March 17, and the
debris from the latest atomic blast in Ne-
vada would, be calculated, be just about

up the paragraph that said: “Pfc. (name)
occupied a forward foxhole during the
atomic blast, and immediately after the blast
charged forward in skirmishes to mop up an

~ Imaginary enemy . ..

ness
of our religion of love and ‘service to employes
and customers as truly as the work of the mission-
ary at the bedside of a sick child in the jungl
Stalin said that our capitalism was decaying.
Millions believed him. but that was false. What
is true is that our capitalism is immature. Facing
a troubled world that turns to government for re-
lief, it is time that we grew up. and brought our
capitalism to maturity. We shall not have a true
property system until the overwhelming majority
own eproperty,” including shares in industry. We
shall not have a true profit system, until all work-
ers share in profits. We shall not have a private
enterprise system untl all are called on for en-
terprise, employes as well as managers.

Union Of The Free
TALIN built a powerful empire, forcing satel-
lites into his orbit. How can free, self-gov-
erning nations 2 greater power? By join-
ing with each other in a federal union. as did the
thirteen a common foreign policy,
united armed forces, and free trade. Thus, not by
force, but by attraction, will such a union obtain
many nations as satellites out of respect for

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

A Tennessee Editor's Faith

prestige, and a desire for prosperity, indepen-
dence and security, as Belgium, Holland and
Portugal, with complete freedom and self-respect,
followed Great Britain in the days of her power
and glory.
While the free world disarmed, Stalin steadily
built his military strength though he was
in ger. -He knew that armament is indispensa-
ble. We must have powerful armament and’ uni-
versal military service. Learn. once for all, the
lesson of {ree.
and at peace through universal military service.
S knew, and if we are to his suc-
tary might

. that while
is something even more

a3 eas.
Here are great ideas we bave with which, put
into practice and action, we can the world
and win security and peace for all:

The Great Ideas d

“(‘OD is Love™ “Seck first His kingdom

7 righteousness and all these shall be yours

well” “Man is made in the image and likeness
T

God and has given dominion over the earth.”
“God hath made of one blood all nations of men.”
“All men are created equal” “The earth is for
all.” “It is the Pather's good pleasure lnr you
the kingdom.” “The Lord reigneth; let earth
rejoice.”  “The earth shall

be full of the knowl-
edge of God as the waters cover sea.”

“In there

“You can fool some of the people all the time,
and all the people some of the time, but you can-
not fool all of the people all the time."

Let us give these great ideas, and others which
we have inherited, our passionate devotion, and put
them into a program of action. Thus we
win peace, prosperity, .and security.

Quote, Unquote

There is one thing better than govern-
ment, and that 1s government in wl all the
people have a part.—Walter Hines Page.

A brief glance at any history of the
States will show that more straight-out

E

college pro-
fessors and newspaper editors. Yet this is pre. -
cisely the period in which our form of government
became genuinely democratic, and the loyalty of
its people was firmly established. —Gerald Johnson.

As for a tariff wall to shut out
1 feel certain we could
wall atall . ..
can produce these
while we turn our attention
in which we excel?

work for everybody

:
!
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State Dept. Opposes Public
Negotiations With Moscow . - ’

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP
ch. The formality and the pub-

the stand-
warfare—

NEW to the
to seek a Korean settiement
and for other purposes, is
actively debated at the highest
levels of the Eisenhower Admin-
istration.
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took in proposing a
major, formal new approach lo the
Kremlin at this time.

The idea soon took several forms,

ajor,

tion of a
Tepresenjative, to a project for a
fulldress note to Moscow, declar-
ing our own peaceful intentions and
g the intentions of the Krem-
can be seen, these earlier

A of the scheme for a mew
ch to the Kremlin had more
“han a tinge of prychological war-

PUT KREMLIN ON SPOT

The aim was to achigve results
if possible, by an approach made
in all sincerity. But the aim was
also to demonstrate the insincerity
of the Kremlin's renewed peace of-
fensive, if the American approach
should be rejected or should fail
in the end.

The scheme is known to have
awakened the lively interest of the
President. retary te John
Foster Dulles is also said to have
given it a friendly reception in the
first instance. But the State De-
partment as a whole objected
strongly to the manner, if not the
matter, of the proposed new ap-

v

President Has Done Well, But

ity—both needful from

many may soon be direct
with the Soviet Unioa.
BOON FOR MALENKOV
Third, the department also
ues that any direct overture
glknbﬂu‘er to Malenkov will be
gift from heaven to the new Sovi
Prime Minister, amounting, in
fect, to the highest kifd of
tion of Malenkov's standing as
in's_beir.
Vhile all these pros and cond
are ‘being elaborately weighed

actually suspended,
time in months, for the ten day®
after Stalin’s death. It has now
been renewed. Meanwhile, bow:
ever, the theme of co-existence is
being unusually strongly stressed,
as instanced by the recent and
astoni: Moscow reference ta
the success of the wartime alli-
ance of this country, B:
Russia.

BAL s

Should Assert Himself More

By MARQUIS CHILDS s

WASHINGTON
Eisenhower

“Mr.

compact with Sen. Robert A. Taft
defining large areas of policy not
slone for the campaign but for the'
new administra

should it come
into being. Senator Taft is now ma &
jority leader in the Senate and he
intends to hold President Eisen
hower to the terms of the bargak!
they struck last August when the
issued that famous joint statemer™
in New York. There are thos
Eisehower par-
tisans in Congress who feel tha'

W
persuaded of the need to effect ¥
truce with the extremists —
ators Jenner, McCarthy and comt*
pany — in his own party,
truce, which was irksome {0 both

13

campaign,
irises. .
This reporter has talked with
people in different parts of the"
country about the new Administra-
tion how

foreshadowed in the
a

. settled. x {lence: ENT EISENHOWER confessed to  high taxes magle it for lin D. Roosevelt.
A o o s i e B’ acds schend in the sllence: [P iy L ends meet. Ik war ther lived thers" longes =X
Time to get Fonct telocast, b ! that he was having trouble cutting the especially unhappy because Congress President in gers,
be thought. An Army news source had given Not the sort of remark a reporter expects makes him pay taxes on his $50,000 Congressman are
him the name of a soldier who was to be from someone whose son was crouching in “1 guess it's a lot easier to balance the m-mm.:mnﬂu ing, grandson ing. I
one of the 1,000 men with a “front-row seat” 5 foxhole two miles from an atomic blast  DudEet on the stump,” blurted Ohio's brash  penst money taxfree. Because of this  Harrison. get the
two miles from the blast site. The reporter even though mo ome was expected fo be _"' a " Both, howe gress”
dialed the soldier's parents. injured in the test. - A Tke started
“Did you see “Well, what about your son?"the feporter “u- m: fbe
:—FMM asked as casually as he could. tions about Atomic
: . marking that
e we 84" e “Why, he just left for school,” she replied. time occupant. I‘l‘l-b
” 2 the "1 see, I understood you bad a son in the tened to explain: Jlab
“May 1 get your it * the aid, throw off deadly
orter. continued. *What did you think “e7¥ice,” the reporter - gActe result, the Atomic
sbout " “Ob, yes—you mean my older son," she h buying up
" 0h, it was replied. ‘He's at 3 camp in Nevada.” Anather n tecer to lsnlats
o ¢ “I e sid the reporter. “Thank you % ination, atomic
N was no
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