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THE MONOPOLY OF MEDIOCRITY

HE failure of the public school system

to provide maximum -epportunity for
the gifted child has long concerned more
thoughtful educators.

As we noted in an earlier editorial, Thom-
as Jefferson, as early as 1779, urged that the
“best and most promising” young people in
Virginia be sought out for advanced educa-
tion.

Dr. Edgar Knight, Kenan professor of edu-
cational history at the University of North
Carolina, cites other references in his recent
article in School and Society:

1. In 1897, Supt. William J. Shearer of
the Elizabeth (N. J) schools, wrote in the
Atlgntic Monthly that the sorgapization of
the schools discouraged adequate attention
to the more promising children. “Thus in
chaingangs are the bright and the slow
bound and forced to move at the same pace,”
he said.

2 In 1913 Supt. J. H. Van Sickle of the
Springfield (Mass) schools charged that
abler pupils were being retarded and the
less able discouraged by a stem  that
strived for the same preparation of all pupils,
regardless of difference in aptitude and
ability.

3. In the 1830's. George E. Vincent, for-
mer president of the University of Minnesota,
asked: “How long are we going to center our
attention upon the ‘lame ducks' and take
care of the mediocre people to the neglect
of those of superior ability?”

4. And in 1852, Henry Chauncey, president
of the Educational Testing Service. warned
that “lockstep™ procedures in education were
delaying the development of critical skills.
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Against that background, it is encouraging
1o read that the Central Curriculum Council
of the Charlotte school system has begun a
study to see what can be done here to Pro-
vide better opportunity for more gifted stu-
den!

ts.
Admittedly, it is a difficult job to provide
special training for both extremes, the back-
ward and the gifted, in a day when school
officials can scarcely keep enough teachers
and classrooms on hand for the tidal wave
of postwar school youngsters.“Yet the fact
that the objective is a difficult one makes
its achievement an even greater challenge.
As they proceed with the study, the mem-
bers of the Council should not be deterred
by any thought that it is undemocratic to pay
special attention 1o exceptional children.
Equality of educational opportunity is not
synonymous with identity of educational op-
portunity. Rather, it is the highest expres-
sion of democracy that each child in the
public schools be encouraged to develop his
talents to the maximum degree. To that end
should be directed the Council's thoughts.

THE SHOE, ON THE OTHER FOOT, PINCHES

NE REASON why the European Army

Pact has not yet been ratified is because
of the Belgian _sonstitution. It has to be
amended first, to give the European, instead
of Belgian government, authority over Bel-
glan troops.

This amendment process in Belgium in-
volves a dissolution of Parliament, new gén-
eral elections. Some legislators may lose
their seats.

Let's do some supposing. Suppose the
shoe was on the other foot. Suppose the
United States had to amend its constitution
to give some international authority control
of American troops. Suppose Congress had
to be dissolved, and new elections held. Sup-
pose a European foreign minister had just
flitted over here and, echoing the demands

of his countrymen, told Americans to get
busy with these matters, or else.

Wow! We can hear Congress, the press
and everyone else exploding

Actually, while our Senators are telling
the Europeans to unite, 62 of them have
endorsed Sen. John Bricker's proposed con-
stitutional amendment. Its effect would be
the exact opposite of that demanded of Euro-
pean legislators. It would restrict this
nation’s authority to enter into international
agreements.
. The Senators, we would say, are not prac-
ticing what they preach. A liftle sober reflec-
tion on these practical problems in achieving
European Union ought to create more under-
standing in this country.

BRITAIN AND EGYPT GET TOGETHER

INTRASTING with the ominous over-

tones of Russia’s diplomatic break with
Israel are more harmonious notes from an
importsnt nation of the turbulent Middle
East—Egypt.

For several years now, the favorite chant
of Egyptian nationalists (when they weren't
keeping up a hot word war against Israel)
have been “Unity of the Nile” and “Evacua-
tion of Suez” 3

The first referred to Egypt's ancient con-
cern over Sudan, the great (967500 square
miles, onefourth the size of Europe) semi-
primitive land to the south of the Egyptian
border where lie the headwaters of the Nile
River, upon which Egypt is utterly depend-
ent for its very existence. Since 1899 Great
Britain has controlled Sudan under a condo-
minjum arrangement with Egypt, and thers
have been many unsuccessful attempts to
work out a permanent status for Sudan sat-
isfactory to Britain, to the Sudanese, and to

Egypt.
The second referred to the presence of

ECONOMIC GOSPEL

GET a little tired of editorial writers
{ who, professing regard for academic
freedom, nonetheless are hesitant to tackle
specific cases. The current Tennessee text-
book inquiry provides a case in point.

Tennessee state legislators scrutinized,
among other University of Tennessee text-
books, Theodore Morgan's Introduction To
Ecomomics. It moted this statement by Mr.
Morgan:

“. . . The expansion of debt at a rate suf-
{icient to absorb the nation's savings is both
sound and necessary . . . It is lous to
maintain that debt in general must be re-
paid. The mere attempt to repay debts all
ind . . . would result in complete eco-
‘Bomic p

‘We believe the professor’s theory s un-
sound. This pation's legislators, who do all
the Federal appropriating and levy the taxes,
have nevertheless proceeded for some years
s though they agreed with this theory. This

From The Litle Rock Arkanses Gezette

BUZZ WITHOUT BITE

British troops in the Suez canal area. Egypt
bas demanded that all British troops be
withdrawn. This week both volatile issues
appeared near settiement. Britain and Egypt
signed an_ agreement governing the future
status of Sudan, and the British agreed “in
principle” to the withdrawal of troops from
Suez

The two progressive steps cannot but bene-
£it the West in its effort to keep the Middle
East out of the Soviet orbit. Egypt, one of the
strongest of the Arab mations, is an impor-
tant potential member of the proposed Mid-
dle East Defense command. With the two
main objects of violent nationalistic anti-
British propaganda removed, chances of
ending the technical stite of war with Israel
sheuld be materially improved. Gen. Moham-
med Naguib's regime should also be strength-
ened. 3
All in all, the new accord between Brit-
ain and Egypt holds great promise of stabiliz-
ing political conditions at the eastern end
of the Mediterranean.

Ras been a bipartisan proposition. liberal
Democrats wanting to,spend and spend and
tax and tax, conservative Republicans want-
ing to cut taxes rather than balance the
budget. let alone reduce the debt

But the Chattanooga News-Free Press, not-
ing this quot alarmed. This “faulty and
dogmatic text” it finds “an example of the
kind of book that should never be admitted
as a text and which certainly should not be
continued in use.” The paper does allow that
students should study such theories, but are
afraid they might accept the author's ideas
as “gospel”. ’

Given a bealthy diversity of economic
“gospels”, from Adam Smith and Marx to
Raymond Moley and Keynes, college students
have enough sense to arrive at thoughtful
ideas, as sound as those of their fathers. But
restriction of the variety of thought pro-
voking material would produce dull citizens
~—and poor economists.
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Colleges And Communists

Unorthodoxy Is Not Subversion

By DR. JAMES BRYANT CONANT
U. S. High Commissioner To Germany
(In His Final Annual Report As President Of
Harvard University)
TH'ERE is justiable concern today in academic
circles about certain  malicious misrepresen-
tations of the nation's colleges and universities.
But there is nothing new in the phenomenon.
Mr. Lowell in his day had to meet heat-
on demands to “fire” certain faculty members
because of what they said as citizens. “For the
whole of my term of office there have been off
and on recurring attacks

on Harvard as well as

other universities.
At the moment the charges range from that
of harboring -

political doctrine
of nationalization
of Industries or
to supporting so-
cialistic schemes
for health insur-

h;;nnl today )
t at any time DR. JAMES B. CONANT
history.

in recent 5 3

Among the reasons for this change in the pop-
ular attitude towards institutions of higher edu-
cation is the failure of colleges by their colleetive
action to demonstrate the nature of their primary
task. For example, the public entertainment busi-
ness in which almost all of us are en; has

% remem was th
college to build a stadium, and if President Lowell
bad not stood steadfast against alumni pressure,
we would have today a giant stadium built in
the gay '20s on borrowed money.)

Targets Singled Out

ANOTH’!R reason, perhaps, for public suspicion
of the colleges is the special position they
have vecupied under the Selective Service Act as
this has been administered. A group of college
presidents of whom 1 was one . proposed in early
1951 that a universal military service law be en-
acted: but this suggestion was not followed by the
Defense it and . Instead Selec-
tive Service promulgated regulations which were
designed to keép the colleges full of students and
give in fact total exemptions to most scientists
nd TS, ese regulations accomplished
their immediate purpose but at the price of a grow-
ing popular resentment.

Those who attack our colleges make the most

acul

nation for 20 years.
We must admit that a few (a very few) oo~
sors in some universities have made pub-

memy-coromnd  Why Europ
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llowing his conversation with French than
Foreign Minister Georges  Bidault,
Jobn Foster Dulles sent an optimistic .
back to the State Department. He reported  the
that he and the French, who hitherto Kenera
i block to
army Frenc

lic statements as a consequence of their earnest
immediat

been completely unrealistic as to the nature of
global struggle with Communism. But before
one condemns the utterances those
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The Tradition Of Dissent
1o the charges that some professors hold
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Bradley Disillusioned Senates
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President decided it was bigh iy gegpite

MomS o 2pply’s sorpéctive, Selowted 1o the Sy, B

Under the President's instruc-  ghore blockade to halt Chinese
tions, the corrective was there- ports would be relatively ineffec-
fore applied by Gen. Omar Brad- tual. What is needed is an inshote
Jey. The of the Joint blockade, cutting off the coasta)
Chiefs of Secretary  shipping that constitutes Commun-
of State John Dulles on the  jst China's main internal lines of
stand of the Foreign Re-  communications. 3
lations Committee on Tuesday. Fourth, and most important of
Although Senators  all, a blockade would certainly be
wished ar East-  nflaming; it might be crippling;
but it could not be counted on to
:eﬂ:lll;h blockade -
lence a should not’
-, hwm:mh—ht
broader program military and-
ten! m-cﬂu,-l-edu--zu"
adven! Chinese Communists see reason by
planned, force. The extent of such a pros
:ﬂ lrln;l!blllwbrhﬂﬂ
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In justice to a brilliant officer
should be said that Admiral Aré’
thur Radford, who xtarted the’
biockade ruckus, was grossly mis®
quoted. Radford, almost

Senators Uneasy Over The
Way They Treated Morse

By MARQUIS CHILDS
WASHINGTON  conceivable in
few surface signs of it, nothing

in a long time has troubled the
as
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of the of Semate isola- sweeping France.
meant the end of our existence as :mnmmm
independent nation in 1820, was a Life magazine article which com
ahe French Mink. 5 'ostiern % the eymbol of France, to
m—umuu::“gm- ’ %
. is Bow out of office and has lost _ Immedistely the French press  blazed.
wm‘m-wm Even proAmerican papers biasted the
who the League of Na- United States. The outburst was far great-
defeated politically and broken ©r than that following Eisenbower’s state-

?w_:m the French were 50 per cent atheist.
‘course, Communist »
are insincere; the Unfortunately the Life state-
mm‘é"ﬁ"‘&'ﬁ'& .—I""”"""’%'mFM-
~'d parties who Hughes, it was pointed out, is a member
-5 J b of the White House map
eren sund 1a. Aoy b N Ao =B AR been
e ale viest pemei. ol e ool Weetare, o ety s
-‘—.“-, anything else DS been 2 heavy Eiseshower backer,
fear -Ihh'hhhnq_h‘ Am-
“"‘"‘hﬂ‘_’,"?‘_,:‘.‘."_ﬂ bessadress to-Ttaly. it
e b trevied. smd Thet Nattes B R D s e Dl
lurking around the cormer to take .“.1' by 23. While this
——— . was good q'lh-u—m.u
Magazine Stirs Ire o v ey Mk b
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