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NOT A CREATURE WAS STIRRING . . .

Beria And Pals
Are Liquidated
By Firing Squad

Soviet Closes Case
Of Ex-Police Boss

By RICHARD KASISCHKE
MOSCOW (A—The Soviet Union

The government an-
nounced that the longtime boss of
the secret police (MVD) and six
of his henchmen were shot by a
firing squad yesterday after a se-
cret fiveday trial. The Soviet Su-
preme Court found them guilty of
high treason.

highest honors and had been ele-
vated to the No. 2 Kremlin post of
first deputy premier and interior
minister after Joseph Stalin died
nine months ago. Three months
later, in June, Premier Georgilb
Maleakov's goverament _arrested
and denounced him as a trai-
Ior 1o the state and communism.

ter the Soviet press published in-
|dictments against Beria and an-
mounced the ames of the six other
The papers at the

POWs Cancel
News Parley

I! G Dlﬁl’ A. McARTHUR
MUNJO!

Amﬂ‘klll who disowned home for|
communism failed to show up to-
day for a news conference they
to explain their

M _UP—Ttwenty-two|

Selection

Ends Long Wrangle|:

PARIS—P—France's new Presi-

ear-old Conservative Sen.
drove triumphantly
today. The nation's
weary parliament which elected
him went home to a Christmas
rtstlndvmwemnflnl'yzn
1 ht with strife and division.

They said the Amerlcans had

changed thei about talk-

The Koreans denied reports that
fear instead of belief in commu-
nism was holding some of the
Americans.

“Look into the matter and
see,” they urged Indian custodian

troops.

“\._The Americans packed for a
Christmas Eve trip back to their
main prisoncompound in the neu.

.tral zone, leaving the area where
they spent the final days of Allied
efforts to win them home.

The explanation period ran out
Wednesday midnight (10 am.
Wednesday, EST).

At the main barbed-wire com-
pmmd all the former Allied sol-

who

are due to be released Jan. 2 as
civilians.

Coty, generally unknown to the
public and no relation to the pe
fumers, was elected last night ku-
T-year term LY succeed So
incent_Auriol. The new eme.
state will uke “office Jan, 17. Pre
mier Joseph Laniel's cabinet then
will resign and France once more)
will be without a government.

Coty’s election, at the palace of|
Versailles eight miles from the
capital, ended \a week's votin
deadlock unprecedented in French
history.

Previously no mare than two bal-|

Jots ‘had bees. required to name a
chief of state Thirteen were held|
at a two-aday pace before Coty
—first proposed on the 12th ballot
—received the necessary major
ity of the more than 900 mem-
bers of the National Assembly and
Senate.

Coty got 477 wotes—436 were
needed to elect—on the decisive
ballot. MarcelEdmond Naegelen,

|independent party,

g|politics. His

Of Coty

Socialist and former governor gen-
eral of Algeria, polled 329,

Coty's views on the European
army are not even publicly known.
He was ill when the Senate de-
bated the project, and has mever
land. Though he has beer
in Parliament nearly 30 years, b
is known chiefly as a member of
the Conservative, “free enterprise”
and an advo-

cate of constitutional reform fto

strengthen the executive and eli-
minate the frequent changes of
government

As President, he is supposed to
have no control over policy. The
pm is symbolic of the continuity

of the state and by tradition above.
duties are largely
cerembnial and social, though b

must select a new premier when.
ever the assembly turns the cabi-
et out of office. Even then the as-
sembly has the last word—it must
okay his choice and his cabinet

Comic Dictionary

INFATUATION

The feeling that makes a young.
man want to call a girl by his
last name.

Body InN. Y. Identified
As Ex-Elon Athlete’s

PATCHOGUE, N. Y. h—Author-

foutd|known home address of

OUR WEATHER

mis- and James Johnson, 23—last night

and pot quite so cold.

Lew temperature this mern-
img, 25 degrees.

Lew temperature expected to-
might, 20 degrees.

High temperature yesterday,
56 degrees.

High temperature expected
today, 40 degrees.

Sunrise, 729 am; sumset,
&6 pm.
Mere Weather Data ou Page G-A
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suthorities said, was the last
the 3.
yearold Golombek. s

Tt 3 tole
it, Jed police

gﬂm of Golombek in New York

The friends_Davis Rosen, 3

the body as that of

same time started blasting the

seven as the vilest kind of betray-

s and reported (hat mass meet

ings throughous suntry were

cimonily” Salting o ko1t
5.

(In past cases of executed tm
tors, the bodies have been
mated and disposed of 'lllhoul
further announcement.)

The eight-man tribunal, under
Marshal Ivan S. Koniev, a World
r 11 bero, passed sentence after
“The guilt of all the accused was
completely proved in court by the
evidence and also by oral and writ-
ten confessions,” the government
newspaper Izvestia said.

The official ' announcement said
Beria and those who had con:
with him tried “to put the Ministry
of Internal Affairs above the party
and the government for the pur-
pose of seizing power” and aimed
“for restoration of capitalism.”

A: early as 1919 Beria

secret agent” in Azer-

hluln lﬂm[ with groups ‘‘under
the control of British intelligence
lbt announcement said

E—

“In the following years up to his
arrest, L. P. Beria continued and
extended his secret conmections
with 1umn u:ldhm services.”
Beria were
\u\vlnd leztulot minister ol
state conmtrol; V. G. Dekana
secret police chief in Stalin's IM
Bennl bome state Georgia;
Z. Kobulo
nﬂnlenul affairs; S, A. Goglidze,
internal affairs chief in the Soviet

affairs minister in the Ukraine,
and L. E, Viedzimi , al
affairs investigations chief.

Santa Requesfed Them

To Forgive Violators
ALBION, N. Y. @ — Add
yuletide cheer: no overtime
parking tickets this week

Instead, the village gave of-

Beria, 54, held the Soviet Union's| Biper ' oes

The hearing opened two days af-| ko

v, ex-deputy minister| (P

Far East; P. Y. Meshik, internal ..

Truce, Russian

Changes

By ASSOCIATED PRESS
Christians the world around looked forward today to|
one of the most joyous observances in years of the birth of
Jesus. They were buoyed by the greatest hope for peace—
justified or not—since the start of the cold war,

Although officials were skepti-——
cal, millions in Europe felt the
threat of war had ebbed with the

signing of the Korean truce afd
indications that the Soviet govern-
ment was paying more atienion
to the welfare of its people
home than o spreadiag the Com:
munist gospel abroad.

The end m. year of the fighting
in Korea and the release of thou.
sands of Communist-held prisoners
also brightened homes_throughout

in

Eve festivities and ceremonies
were the order of the day.
TROUBLE SPOTS

nm some trouble spots still
. ched the r":rh'in :;:e as the
lllMul prepa; for birthda;
ce. hmrg

gainst attacks by
the anti-white Mau Mau tribesmen.

In Korea, a special airlift flew
tons of last-minute Christmas mail
to the thousands of American
troops still stationed in that war-
torn country. Special services, in-
cluding more than a dozen Masses
celebrated by visiting Francis C;
dinal Spellman, Roman Cathalic
archbishop of New York,
St re shaces mae ve the
now quiet front.
PILGRIMS IN BETHLEREM

In line with the genersl prosper
ity and relaxation throughout
world, pilgrims poured into the
little fown of Bethlehem, the birth-
place of Christ. Fears that Arab-
Israeli tension along the border di-
viding the Holy Land might fright.
en tourists away proved
ed. The greatest influx of visitors

See PEACE on page 6-A

9 Persons Die
In Two Fires

ELLINGTON, Mo—/"—Flames

today, killing nine members
two families. Eight victims of the
+|Christmas eve tragedies were chil-

dren.
Five other persons were injured.
The fires, one near Ellington

came on
year for this section
temperature was .nuuy Sheve

Both were attributed by survi-
vors to overhested wood stoves.

Six of the seven children of Mr.
and Mrs. Roy Estep died in the
fire near Eilington. The parents

were seriously burned.

In the blaze nine miles east of
Popiar Bluft, Mark Rogers, 1. 1nd
wo of his three children perished.
TCrok e gieans e, el

Peace Hopes High /
World Observes Yule

Cheering

Dacam Corp.
Will Erect
Plant Here

By BII“ WISTER

rlotte News Staff Writer
New shop and office Hulldlll

will be erected here for the Da-

cam Corp, makers of partoning

machinery. "

two structures will

feet.

The buildings will be of brirl
concrete and steel
be one story in bulln
r. Currie said construction will
begin early next month and is
due for completion by the end of
May. The office building will be
airconditioned.
The plant, now located at the
relr ol 528 Turner Ave., will be
ed to the new location when
lhe bullding has been completed.

The Dacam Corp. makes car-

brewers,

battlers and other type plants all
over the United States.

The Dacam Corp. employs 70

persons. Mr. C: said the new

urrie
shop building Will provide much |da:

more space than is mﬂlbh in
the present structure and that the
payroll may be"expanded when the

new structures have oecu-
pied.

DON'T TRY
TO KEEP UP -
WITH JONES

DALLAS, Tex.
Demoeratic  Con,
Gossett, staunmch conserva.
tive during the Roosevelt-Truman
-dmmmnu-. has a new story
nn telling this Christmas.
it concerns a couple who were

-nﬂlh' the neighbors prepare
for the celeoration.

““Well, I see the Joneses are

Former
man  Ed

carrying in the Yule log,” said
the wife.

The husband took one look.
“No, Jones,” be replied.

ucts leut Roxie Huntley in
-|with a penknife b«ln- o, ¢ hd
"|to do something—he was coming|

Police Ho

By DONALD MacDONALD

Charlette News Staff Writer

Held l-thnlnhuuhldp
25-year-old

qular told pelice MAY M he

on me with a pistol.”
The slaying of Huntley, 30-year-
old resident of 1401 E. 10th St}
occurred about 5:45 p.m. yester.|

“June™ Johnson, who lived a block|
avay.

Johnson waived his preliminary
hearing in City Recorder’'s Court

ing
argument ich had taken place
carlier yesterday between Huntley

Snow In Midwest, Rockies

fending motorists
tags saying: Santa Claus asked
us to let it go this time.

AMBUSH BEATEN OFF

COLOMBO, Ceylon — (® — The
second of Siamese twin girls born

i
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10 & 27-year-old peasant woman inla jet plane,

northwestern Ceylon two days ago| The smow belt

died late last night. The first died|most all of the

jseveral hours earlier. tral plains and
»

- | Midwest earlier this week extended
» ll thn Atlantic l!lbou’d today and
the Deep South 2ad

{north central

Santa Facing Much Dry Sleddmg

tral Rockies. There was some snow
in sorthern New England and
traces in other northea areas
Fair weather prevaifed
over most of the nation. There
were a few snow flurries over the
Great Lakes nm and in the
[New England

The cold nlr 'hld chilled the

Tnu
A warming was reported in

Temperatures dropped to below
freezing as far south as Laredo

Bia.
R was 11 above in Pittsburgh
-n!q-hn--c-,mam.
high of 58 yesterday.

MAN ACCUSED OF KILI.ING -

t
3

Id Man

In Knife-Slaying

and Johnson's brother, Ralph Joha-
son.
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tors.
Johnson is employed af » shest.
metal worker with the Chariofte

Raiph  Johnson
struck him several times with &

See POLICE en page G-A

The porthern Midwest got relief
from the cold as westerly winds
and central
and south-

EVENING PRAYER

ings in the
Colo.

»Mfm('hnﬂ.‘l’n.,ll'lui
in Lubbock and 16 in Amarillo, 'toda;
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