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their task is to represent the people of North
Carolina and not the beer and wine industry,

MERCHANTS' STAKE IN CHARLOTTE'S PROGRESS

ENSUS reports are dull. Until, that is,

4 the material in them is translated into
human terms, and brought home to places
illh‘ Charlotte.

The 1950 census showed that the popula-
tion of our 30 largest cities rose by 11 per
cent since 1940. The population of these
cities’ suburbs grew, during the same period,
37 per cent. Almost threequarters of the
*urban” population of cities over 50,000 ac-
tually lived outside the city limits.

And, during this same period, the number
of motor vehicles registered increased more
than 50 per cent, from 32 million to just un-
der 50 million.

All this means, of course, that in commu-
mity after community, the city folks are mov-
ing into the suburbs, where complete mew
Ishopping centers are springing up. Not only
in Mecklenburg County do people get tired
of bucking traffic, paying city taxes, Jooking
for parking places, driving through narrow
streets in dingy slum areas. From Seattle to
Miami the trend is out to that “wooded lot”,
the “suburban acre”.

This makes for pleasant living for many of

!those who can afford to move. But it's hard

on some of those who stay in town—par-
ticularly the merchants.

Why? Take W , D. C, as an ex-
ample. There the ten leading downtown de-
partment stores recently reported a million
dollars less business than in December, 1950.
And, according to the Washington Post, “The
experts figure it was due to the big new
suburban rivals which opened last Fall . . ,
Facts like these make it clear downtown
‘Washington must be developed if the central
city's multimilliondollar investments are to
be protected”

The alternative to long-range planning and
development is decay of the city's heart. The
city shops are left with only the less profit-
able trade of those who can't afford to move.

Thus, as some Charlotte merchants have
long known and others are slow to realize,
it is extremely important to their business
that bus services and downtown parking fa-
cilities be expanded. that slums be cleared
and streets widened, that city and county
government and finances in this mushroom-
ing community be adjusted to the times.

More and more, the merchant has a stake
in what is done—and what doesn't get done—
at the Courthouse and City Hall.

|GEORGIA REPUBLICANS ON THE MOVE.

{FJTHE OTHER DAY we noted the contrast
) between the continued activity by Flor-
{1da Republicans and the lapse into lethargy
+of Tar Heel Republicans. Now it appears that
ithe Georgia Republicans, who have an even
| Jonger way to go in building a realistic two-
party system, are seiting a fast pace for
| Dixie.

M. L. St. John, political reporter for the
| Atlanta Journal-Constitution, has just com-
i pleted checking up on Georgia GOP activi-
| ties and finds these developments:

1. A fulltime headquarters has been es-
tablished in Atlanta, and will be maintained
indefinitely.

2. The office handled arrangements for
Georgians going to Washington for the
inauguration, and is currently at work on
a detailed analysis of the last Presidential
vote in order 1o consolidate GOP gains In
the state.

3. A former Cordele newspaper publisher
has been employed to help put out a bigger
and better monthly Republican Party public
cation. He consults daily with Elmer Tuttle,
state GOP chairman.

4. Republicans are making plans for a
spirited bid for the 2nd District Congressional
seat left vacant by the death of Rep. Eugene
Cox. Since this is not a primary election,
popular vote rather than the county unit vote
will govern the outcome, a real break for
the Republicans.

We note this activity in Georgia as one
more reminder to North Carolina Republi-
cans that a major party is built from the
grass roots up to the top, not from the top
down to the grass roots. If they want to
win future state, local, Congressional and
Presidential contests, they'll have to show
more vitality than they have displayed since
Nov. 4.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR MILITARY DESERTIONS

NE day President Truman makes a rea-

soned and moderate, if partisan, report
as his “State of the Union” message. Then
he comes along with the bitter and irrespon-
sible remarks again. His comments on the
reason for Army desertions are in this latter
category.

He jumps on the old bugbears, The Chicago
| Tribune, Scripps-Howard and Hearst newspa-
| pers, and General MacArthur. They're all re-
{ sponsible for the desertions, he says. These

policy. It is a difficult product to s#ll. in
competition with the dangerous although ap-
pealing “All out or get out” sloganeering.
But this inadequacy of the Administration,
along with resentment created by its' oppo-
nents and—perhaps most important—the nat-
ural resentments of men drafted to fight in
a war offering much hardship and little
glory, undoubtedly all contributed to the
number of military desertions.

The attribution to the right-wing press and

&

gic points by direct action—is even
more hush-hush.

The present head of CIA is Gen.
Walter Bedell Smith, who is to be
Under Secretary of State.

agency at a later

date.

This should make for the closest
cooperation between State, where
lu':‘!lln policy is made, and CIA,

foreign policy. The younger sister
of Allen and John 'muuiﬂymhm
Lansing Dulles, has
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1 was carried Jan. 7. 1 would like to say that it is

usually the people who love sin that object 1o the

sermons of God-called men like Billy Graham. Any

fairminded person knows that sin leads to the

downfall of any nation, and I am very much afraid
exception

of fathers and mothers in Christian
day. and could mention also so many homes where
parents mever go to church and where children
never know the influence of a Christian home.

It makes me happy to remember that my home
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usually eannot told anything, so they will just
have to learn by experience at the final day of
judgment. As to his remarks about Bisbop Sheen,
1 would ask him to investigate both Mr. Sheen
and Mr. Graham and find out for himself which
of the two base their teaching upon God's word.

with us—they didn't send us. I well
when T was 12 ye

took a back se: me,
walked to the back, marched me up to the front
seat. That was the last time I sat in back.
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