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A SOAK-THE-SICK SCHEME

NE OF THE major health problems for

which the nation has yet found no
answer is the cost of catastrophic illness—
the kind that can wipe out a man's savings
and force him to moitgage his future as
well.

“The problem posed by catastrophic illness
hmyummlmdpmnzlwn of
meeting the mountainous bills for expensive
medical services and facilities. The usual
hospital insurance policy provides little more
than 2
and new types
trophic illness are still in the testing stage.

Even so, there is a way to reduce the cost
of catastrophic illness :nd thus minimize the
problem. Dr. 0. Norris Smith of Greensboro,
chairman of the insurance committee of
the N. C. Medical Society, pointed it out in
blunt language at e .:cent regional health
conference in Raleich

Hospitals in North Carolina and elsewhere,
#aid Dr. Smith, generaily set per diem bed
rates on the same basis as hotel room rates,
i.e., at an amount insufficient to cover meals,
room- service, crdinary nursing care, linen
and other simple necessities

“In our state,” he continued, “the aver-
age ward bed is priced at about $6.50,
while it costs the hmp
to furnish those necessary
services. In order to make up this deficit
of more than $3 per day, the hospital
must make a profit on extra services, espe-
cially drugs, laboratory and X-ray charges,
which ost ihe hospital $280 per bed
day, and for which the patient is charged

36,

“The majority of patients, whose lesser
ilinesses require few such extras, thus
fail to pay their share of hospital over-
bead, while the seriously

cenf an_aspirin _tablet
and $5 for a quarter’s worth of penicillin.”

Dr. Smith raid hospital administratcrs
generally favor this system because most of
the patients prefer 1t. and added: “This prin-
ciple of favoring the mafority at the expense
of the unfortunate few is precisely the op-
posite to the insurance principle. whereby
the majority chip in to help the few suffering
greater loss.™

Undoubtedly there is room for some reduc-

uoloflhthlﬁmhrmn-vl

(ahmﬂluw-iner-in
room rents. Dut we doubt that even Dr.
Smith would follow ks proposition to its
logical conclusion. For example, what would
the uptown radiologists of the medical pio-
fession say if hospitas were to cut their
charges for Xrays from $10 to $2507 We

including Dr. Smith, would like to see the
hospitals completely out of the business of
practicing medicine.

'
In the final :nalml the ill person has
"share

more than his of expenses anyway
without having (0 pay part of the room rent
of the patient who is not serieusly ill. Hos-
pital charges ought to be based, insofar as
possible, on the cost of each service or facil-
ity used. And we believe that higher room
rates would be accepied by the public if
charges for extras were brought down
accordingly. y

CHANGE OF MIND

ARE HAPPY to see that Governor

Scott has changed his mind, and with-

drawn his allocation of $750,000 in highway
funds to his home county of Alamance.

The Governor's statement accompanying
the withdrawal does nct reveal any realiza-
tion on his part of the impropriety of the
attempted grab of a huge hunk of road-build-
ing cash for his neighbors, without sanction
of the Hl*'ly Commission or advice frum
its engineers.

Rather, he concludes that such an alloca-
tion “would creste other inequities and
therefore not be in the public interest™ A
more compelling reason for his change of
mind was probably the widespread indie:
tion of North Carolinians. and the injunction
against the ailocation which was to have
been served tomorrcw

The Governor grossly violated the ethical
standards of his office. if not the law tro,
when he originally made the allocation. He
has retrieved some of Lis stature by changing
his mind, and can go back to Haw River
with a better conscience, if not on yet
another brand aew road.

PUTTING PRINCIPLE ABOVE PARTY

ITHIN the past few days, both Presi-

dential randidates have shown a 1e-
freshing brahd of 'ndcpendence by taking
stands on controversia] issues that may
alienate large blocs of their respective party
members.

Gov. Adlai Stevenson confronted with the
necessity of staking ovt his position on the
tidelands oil dispute. stood firm on princi-
ple. 'He said he believed that thé Federal
Government should maintain title to the off-
shore oil reseves, that an equitable arrange-
ment to divide the royalties with the states
should be worked sut and that legislative
action to accoraplish both purposes should
be undertaken by tlLe ncxt Congress.

Stevenson’s position was a slap in the face
to professional politicians of California,
Texas, and Louisiana who have demanded
that Congress restore the off-shore preserves
to the states. Whether the plain voters of
those states, not all of whom are oil barons,
will react unfavorably to Stevenson's state-
ment remains to be seen.

General Eisenhower risked ihe loss of
much Republican Party favor when,  with
characteristic [irmness and integrity, be de-
fended the decision to intervene in Korea.
Eisenhower sud thers were bad U, §
blunders prior to June. 1950, blunders that
encouraged Red ageversion in Korea, but
he backed up President Truman's decision
to resist the ageression once it occurred

Eisenhower's statement on Korea was a
direct affront to maay Republican politicians
who have echoed Senatur Robert Taft's cries
that the Korean War s “Truman’s war” and
 “useless war”, And by removing the Korean

HE longsecret Federsl Trade Commis-

sion report on alleged ofl cartels, finally
released this week. contains no startling rev-
elations. It is mainiy 2 history. much of it
told before, of the oporations and co-opera-
tion of major internaronal il comparies.
Mention of Iran is c.nspicuous by its absence,
perhaps for security reasons. or perhaps be-
cause of a desice to soft-pedal that extremely
touchy situation

The report makes serious charges against
seven companies—Standard of New Jersey,
Standard of Calitornis ny-Vacuum,
Texas, Gulf, Anglodranian and Royal Dutch
Shell. They are charged with having con-
spired to fix prices, restrict competition. and
control production. A grand jury will con.
vene - Sept. 23 to determine whether the
companies ‘have viola‘ed antitrust laws.
Meanwhile, four of them. with six of their
subsidiaries, have been sued for the recovery
of $67 million, which allegedly represents
overcharges on oil bouchf for Marshall Plan
countries.

It should be motcd on behalf
companies, that for years the State and

Justice Departments have kmown much of |

their dealings, and that the State Depart-
ment has encouraged them to work cut
arrangements wnich would insure a goodly
supply of ofl- for this country. Many of tne

War from the area of irresponsible criticism
and controversv, he has served this natipa's
fighting men well

As the campaign warms up next week, both
candidates may be lempted to yield here
and there in order to satisfy clamorous
minority sections of their parties. Let us
hope that they display the same will power
they have shown so far If they do, the phony
issues will be climinaied and the campaign
will be fought wer the real issues, of which
there are more than shough.

DOUBLE BURIAL

ET'S TRY once .nore to get this Kore:n
“police action™ cleared up.

Legion Commander Donald R: Wilson,
after reading ihe President’s message to the
Legion convention. attacked Truman's label
ing of the Kor=an War as a “police action™
as “an un-American approach to.the facts.™

Here's how rhat term originated:

In June, 1850, on the Thursday following
the weekend attack by the North Korears,
when neither General MacArthur's staff or
the Pentagon belicved a strong invading
army was at hand, a reporter asked the
President if it wouid e correct to call the
goingson in Korea a police action. Mr.
Truman replied “Yes”

On that Thursday the term seemed appro-
priate. Since then it has been picked up ard
shouted from *he housetops by Republican
politicians.

It deserves 1o be hur.ed. once and for all,
alongside the phrase “Truman's Wai

strange that they are just now being brought
1o the attention of the public.

Bul grave accusatiors have been made.
There is, just for exsmple. the charge of
“phantom freight” rates continuation of
charges based un tanker haulage even after
completion of pipelines which cut costs
radically. And. of particular interest to U. S,
taxpayers. Marrhall Plsn oil shipped to Fu-
rope from the Middie Fast costs as much as
oil shipped much farther distances because
oi the oil companies’ basing point system
under which tne cost ot production at U. S.
Gulf ports, plus certain freight and handling
charges. became the dclivered price to cun-
sumers anywhere.

The responsibility of the accusers (and
they are bipartisan t00) and the seriousness
of the charges demands that the whole busi-
ness be thoroughly sired.

French politics may puzzle and exasperate
us, but a dispatch from Paris proves that in
ways the French are still the most

\‘M—tm/«m
il logical'people in the world. This month. whin

hordes of forcign toursts descended upon
their city, 1837000 Parisians simply left
town for vacations of their own—in the coun-
try.—Memphis Press-Scimitar,

‘s

A wife is a woman who often sends her
husband to an early g-ave with a series of
little digs—Corlsbod. (N. M.) Current-Argus.

- ‘Last One In Is A Fraidy Cat’ .

Dixie-GOP Coqlitio_n

Lots Of Southern ‘Republicans’

C QUAITEIL\'

ARTY Unity” figures cnmpued by Congress-
sional Quarterly place a big share of the re-
sponsibility for Democratic defeats in the 82nd
Congress on a block of 35 Representatives from
the South who, in party-line showdowns, voted with
the Republicans more often than they did with
their : own party’s majority.
During the two sessions, the Democrats were
defeated on 59 of the 107 House votes where most
Democrats lined up against most of the Republi-

cans.

Numerically, the Democrats always were in
the majority. But since their margin of control
usually was only 30 votes, never was more than
as. the southern “defections” weighed heavily. On

otherwise perfect party-line division, 2 “awitch”
Io the GOP of 16 Democrats' votes would reverse
the outcome.

CQ said that (he 107 "Plﬂy l.'mty” rvll ulll
were defined by the
bers voted. They were lhe wlu on 'hh
of the Democrats took stands on one side and most
of the Republicans lined up on the other. b

In addition 1o the 35 southern Democrats, dne
other majority member took stands 'nh !he Re-
publicans more - than _half the time was on
the record — Rep. Harold A. P-nen (D-Ariz.),
who had a Party Unity percentage of 48.

One southern Democrat stood with most of
the Republicans more Than did the average Re-
publican. Rep. W. M. (Don) Wheeler (D-Ga.) had
a Democratic Party Unny pecciing of 14. If

Mune (R-Ore.) was next “low’
‘low” among

a Plﬂy Unity percentage of 50,
were.

Plrty Unl!r for the six Dems

crats and one Republican topped 85. “High" tur

99 per cent of the time. But the averages of the
sizeable block of southerners pulled

crats' House average down to 78 per cent in com-
parison with 82 for the House Republicans.

Party Unity figures for the
extremes, CQ said,
Republicans were under she
that they took stands vrnh fhe m)nrny of the
opposition more often than with that of their own
party.

Byrd And Morse

the Demo-

Senate ran less to
but o Demomu and tmn

the Senmate was Harry Flood Byrd

(D—Vl) 'i(h a 24 per cent Party Unity lor nnu
Con; issues on

hkh he Iook stands.
in the Senat

no Senators with 100 per ml
full Congress, but

ong Republicans was Henry CA

Dworshak (R ldlho) with 95.

Democrats reversed the trend in the
ped their

Can We Regqin Control
Of The Federal Budget?

ferred all postponable civilian
projects.
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All the enllgh!cnmen( that lnth

Congressmen can give their
Ten as to rival needs and
should be welcomed — b\ll per-
sonally 1 believe that Congress
must not shirk its responsibilities
for setting aside absolute ceilings
on the total size of the budget—
and putting categorical limits on
particular dnmnm of the hudlel.
such as wel
source dmlopmm
expenditure.

Nor do T think that it is beyond
the range of Congressional compe-
tence, jointly with publie opinion of

the various members' coul!hwn
cies, to arrive at sound judgm:

programs,
or lml.iury

it is wm | ry strain
t' r
SSall bave to bonr n: the fore:
seeable future.
The
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et estimates by about $11 th.
of which $8.5 billion was in appro-

priations. This means, in terms of
expenditures urint!hh(lual
year, an unofficial estimate of pos-

;%
i
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gress as
“election-inspired.” 1 think this de-
scription is right. But I do not re-
gard it as either unworthy or dan-
gerous that pnllﬂninl are at Jast

{inding economy in government a
znvd campaign issue.

It is a matter of common knowl-
«edge that the Bureau of the Budg-
et, with its more than 500 em-

ployees, has not ruzhed either the
quantity or quality of review which

would produce technically compe-
tent appraisals of the almost in-
numerable ifems that go to make
up a budget of $85 or even of $55
billion. If Canlrlu set up a staff,
even of equal size, to mnke -n

in
ity. The Democrats scored 79.9

per l:tni lhe Rtpubl.lhm 78.5.

ern Democrats in the House had

"hllh Pl.rt’ Unju percentages, CQ emphasized,

Rep. Brent Spence (D-Ky.) was among those with
Do ot b the T c(;[?l:dv:::: 90 per cent for the entive Congress aad 3. Perey
& P sl Priest (DTean.), House Democratie Whip, scored

Wheeler's percentage was compiled through 12
stands with most Democrats on the Party Unity
votes and 74 stands against the majority
bers of his party on such issues.

Four other Democrats had Party Unity percen:

But among the 36 Democrats who were in the
“under 50 per cent” group, 16 had percentages of
less than 40. Five were under 30 per cent and one
(Wheeler) under 20. The 36 and their percentages,

tages under 30. They were John Bell Williams DY states

(Miss.), 20; John S. Wood (Ga.), 22; J. Frank Wil- op. Per Cent Re, Per Cent
son (Tex.). 24; and Ken Regan (Tex.), 28. P ey o Redien (NCI &
. ’ ’ Gathings (Ark.) 40 McMillan (SC) 45
Eight GOP ‘Bolters Herlong (Fla.) 49 Murray (Tenn) 48
When the parties split, eight House Republi. Cox (Ga.) 48 Burleson (Téw) 41
cans took stands with most of the Democrats more 33  Fisher (Tex.) 38
often_than with the majority of their own 48 Ikard (Tex) 40
Low” among House Republicans was Rep. 4 Lucas (Tex.) 35
Jacob K. Javits (R- N..). whose 15 per cent GOP g Pickett (Tex.) 33
Unity figure, if reversed to 85, would have topped Poage (Tex.) 46
the average Democrat’s 78 per cent. Abernethy (Miss) 30 Regan (Tex.) 28
On the “high” side, two House Democrats and  Colmer (Miss.) 40 Rogers (Tex.) 35
two Republicans had 100 per cent Party Unity for  Rankin (Miss) 38 Teague (Tex.) “
1951 and 1952. They were Democrats John D. Din-  Whitten (Miss) 48 Wilson (Tex.) 24
gell (Mich.) and Majority Leader John W. Mc. Williams (Miss) 20  Abbitt (Va.) 45
Cormack (Mass.): and Republicans Howard 36 Harrison (Va) 36
Buffett (Neb) and Clare E. Hoffman (Mich.), 38 Robeson (Va.) 47
Fourtecn other Democrats and eight other Re- NC) 44 Smith (Va) 44
publicans stood with the majority of their party W. W. Jones (\’C) 41 Stanley (Va) 34

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

(While Drew Pearson is on a brief vacation, the
Washington Merry-Go-Round is being written by sev-
eral distinguished guest columni
Charles F. Horne. Civil Aeronautics Administrator, U,
S. Department M Commerce.)

y CHARLES F. HORNE
WASHINGTON

ITS late on a dark and stormy night. The place, an

airport at ‘Paris, Rome, Cairo, or in the Far East. Pas-
sengers are watching the wind and rain beat against the
windows of the airplane when they notice lht stewal
unlock the door to the pilot's compartment
in a business suit enter. He sits on the 'im» seat,” wﬂ
as the plane takes off, checks all phases of the
determine whether u!rty standards for opu-uon nd
maintenance of U. S. flag carriers are being observed.

In aircralt plants lhroughom the United States, other
CAA safety agents constantly inspect pieces of fabricated
equipment to determine whether meet. the safety
specifications set by the CAA.

A year ago artilleryshell fire struck the U. S. Em-
bassy in Bangkok, Thailand, as insurgent naval officers
revolted and attempted to establish a new government, In
the hostilities which !ollnu‘rd
3.000 casualties and the U.
times by artilleryshell fire lnd about 100 times by small-
arms fire. All normal communications. were cut off and
the cund-b) generator at the Embassy would not work,

. commercial aircraft were en route to Thailand,

there was no way either to warn them off or to

nonly the Department of State and military authorities
in Washington.

The head of the.CAA international region office in
Bangkok made a dramatic night dash under fire through
the front lines of the opposing forces to an aeronautical
radio station which was situated within the Thai naval
compound. Although sxapped and forced la lnve his ve-
hicle, the CAA representa! talk his way
hwmxuﬁolhﬁmmnkﬂd oﬂl.ndm

reason 1o suppose that the judx»
ments would be more compviﬂll
:l:'r:n the expense would be do.

Possibly a practicable solution
\HH be found through a small body
two houses which will keep
u clm touch with the process by
which the blldm estimates are
“firmed up,” as does the Execu-
tive Office of the President: This
vould be a fime-consuming job for
those Senators and Representatives
who served on the committee, but
it is a function which cannot be
delegated to a staff.

But as to the question “Can We
Regain Control of the Budget>”
—on this point I think the evi-
dence is fairly ‘clear that circum-
stances are developing in such a
way that we can get a substantially
better hold on the Federal budget
— and num effective control in
the next Congress.

The President’s Economic Report
h Jlmury xpressed concern over

still-existing inflationary dnngzr

ll professed Io have held military
o the lowest limit of

rumble u!ely and to have de-

CAA Sky-Riders Increase Air Safety
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economics of our present situation,
it should be entirely possible to get
control of the Federal budget on
basis on which we could main

ress in turn could be greatly ac.
celerated whenever a truce be.
tween the free world and Sn\'lel
imperialism can be brought about

all U. S. commercial aircraft, lnd trannnmed the first
word of the wprising to reach the outside wi

Saving Lives
is rarely, of course, that CAA personnel have to
operate under gunfire, but they do cope with an amaz-
ing variety of emergencies in order to make flying the
Toutinely safe experience it is for the average American.
In ﬂlleu(lll the competency of applicants for airman
icates. CAA safety agents frequently must cut one
ot m airplane’s two en, see whether the prllot
promptly and correctly. 1 he does. he he gets !
CAA contifieate umch is an assurance of safety to the
public. If he doesn't the CAA agent has fo move fast to

save his necl

Reports in our fil
quick thinking by CAA

CAA safety agents saved almost half

a million dollars worth of- airplanes and the lives of 60
terse report is that on case 81200:

“Aif transport rating applicant in DC3. Making low

approach with left en; Over airport al 900 feet,

was removed and applicant started turn to left. Sud-
denly changed mind and rolled aircraft to

Although the highways of the sky
CAA radio beams, every now and
confused.

reported his position unh\mm The ecommunicator

|hnum of the searchlight to_adyertise a -in

thea He asked the upenlnr to leave the lellthhght

o he piiot finally s the his posi-
mded a safe landing.

military d hea - CM

Llry on its llrmnrln 'u’

Cedar Rapids Emergency

N the civil defense side, CAA
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