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FOR A- MORE CONSTRUCTIVE DEBATE

|ALTHOUGH Preidest Trumga's favits
tion was couched in the friendliest of
terms, Dwight Eisenhower wisely rejected
the bid to visit the White House for a lunch-
eon with the Cabinet and a briefing on the
international situation. It would not have
compromised Eisenhower personally, but it
might well have limited the freedom to
launch his offensive at any time and place
and with any weapons he might choose.

Even so, the spirit in which the invita-
tion was offered was encouraging. Obviously
Mr. Truman is concerned over the possibility
that lack of secret information about cur-
rent foreign problems might prompt the
Presidential candidates to indulge in irce-
sponsible criticism of foreign policy. The
arrangement to give confidential weekly
summaries of “the Central Intelligence
Agency to both Eisenhower and Stevenson
should enable them to criticize foreign pel-
icy constructively and responsibly.

The Presidency of the United States is
an awsome responsibility. Great and some-
times unpopular decisions have to be made
on the basis of information available only
1o the President and his close advisers. Even
Sen. Robert Taft, who has never hesitated
to lash out at Truman foreign policies, ad-
mitted as much in an interview with U. S.
News & World Report last March. Asked
specifically if he would have undertaken

the rearming of Western Europe, Taft re-
plied:

“That is very hard to say. The President
has information about conditions abroad
that none of the opposition has.’%

And in reply to a question about the Mar-

shall Plan, he said:

“If 1 had been President of the Lnned

States, after the first (British) loan hat
apparently failed, information would hne
been brought to me from the inside—this is
happening in France, this is happening in
Italy, and we haveso do something more—
1 would no doubt have proposed something
like the Marshall Plan, probably on a less
global scale. That's the kind of situation
you find in any opposition position, that
you are not given at first the information
on which to proces
Certainly the Jetermination of our future

role in this trovbled world. which is also the
central and dominating fact of our domestic
problems, is the most important topic for
debate in the fortncoming campaign. It
should be debated exhaustively in order that
the people may know what each candidote
and each party ands for. Since both Eisen-
hower and Stevenson will be briefed regu-
larly from now on, the voters have some
reasonable assurance that the debaters will
know what they're talking about. The nation,
and the world, cannot but benefit from tre
arrangement.

REFORM IN THE MIDDLE EAST

R MANY CENTURIES, the system of

land tenure in the Middle East hag con-
tributed to the political and economic back-
wardness of the area. Though the details vary
from nation to nation the general pattern is
the same. The great majority of cultivable
land is owned by a tiny percentage of the
people, who live lives of fabulous splendor
while the millions of share<ropping peas-
ants exist at a bare subsistence level. Through
2 combined system of exorbitant interest
rates and small shares of the produce for the
peasant, the landlords of the Middle East
have held their peoples in a vicious economic
bondage.

Beyond that, the rich landlords have con-
trolled the governments of the Middle East.
They have blocked any economic reform, dis-
couraged education. prevented extension of
the_franchise, resisted all efforts at social
and economic reform. And what they could
not squeeze from the labor of the peasants,
they purchased through the corruption of
public officials.

Today the peoples of the Middle East are
rising against the political and economic
bondage which was their inheritance.” In
Tunisia, the waves of revolt are dashing
against French colonialism. In Egypt, the new

military  dictator, Gen. Mohammed
Naguib has orde%pmpnauun (with
fair compensation) and holdings over
200 acres and their distribution among the
landless poor. 'n Iran, Premier Mossadech,
himself a large landowner, has been forccd
by economic duress and the threat of Com-
munist revolt 1o issue a new decree requiring
landlords to return 10 per cent of their
profits to the peasants and to pay another
10 per cent to rural banks that will extend
aid to needy farmers.

1t is far too carly to determine whether
these and other reforms will be carried out,
or how much ultimate good they will do. But
this much is_certain. Any modernization of
the political and economic structure of the
Middle ES5t must begin with land reform.
Until the millions of landless poor have some
real staké in life. they will continue o be
receptive to the taunts of terrorists and the
allurements of anarchists, and hence a grave
potential danger to peace in the area ard
in the world.

Tran and Egypt have started in the right
direction. It remains 1o be seen whether the
historic opposition of the landlords will be
finally overcome.

HIGHWAY HISTORY LESSONS ARE DANGEROUS

ORTH CAROLINA abounds in rich his-
tory. The State Historical Commission
offers the interested traveler portions of it
by placing historical markers along the high-
way. Driving along, motorists may read about
the exploits of Confederate or Revolutionary
armies, nearby birtholaces of famous men,
memorable meetings held in the vicinity.
They may, that is, if the driver is willing to
arouse the temper of other motorists and
jeopardize his and his passengers’ safety
by screeching to a swift stop or parking on
the highway, on a soft shoulder, or almost in

a ditch. Or if he's patient enough 1o park fhe
car and walk up to a marker. Or if he's foal-
ish enough to take his eves off the road, nesr
crossroads and fast-moving ® {raffic, long
enough to read it.

There are no signs indicating that a histor-
fcal marker is aheadighence the driver has
little time to slow down or get off the road.
And most of the time there is no room to
park alongside the highway “Many times the
markers are at a place that requires all the
driver's attention.

The accompany victure of a marker
on Route 64 is typical. It is near a crossrords
—traffic is moving four directions. There is
not room for a car to pull completely off the
highway. Unless ‘he driver slows up abruptly,
1o the consternation of drivers behind him

* and approaching from the intersecting roacs,
the occupants of his car will have but a forgy
idea that Buncombe Hall was somewhere in
the vicinity.

So what happens? The motorists, almost
to a man, zip by, hardly noticing the sigrs.

This disregard was Tot we are sure. the
intent of the State Historical Commission.
But it will continue until the motorist is
given the opportunity to resd the signs.

From The Louisville Courier-Journol

Other states also have historical markers
poorly located. while some don't even bother
1o put up the signs. But perhaps our road
historians—and persons interested in N. C.
tourism—could profit from the experience
of the state of Montana.

There, on either side of the markers, a
sign reads “Historical Marker—1.000 feet
ahead”.«When (he motarist arrives opposite
the large and attractive sign. he finds ample
parking space near it

Going through Montana, one will see cars,
Jocal and out-ofstate, parked alongside the
signe. Their Jccupenis enjoy a stretch,
savoring Montana's wholesome atmosphere
while ‘taking their nistory lesson. And the
state has received hundreds of letters frem
appreciative tourists who like the system

We see no reason why the historical and
highway commissions in  North Carolira
can't work out a similar arranzement. Give
us. and the non-natives. a chance to inhale
hian air ‘zs we
relive the days of the Watauga Association,
or feel the fresh sea breezes as we recen-
struct the days of the Fort Raleigh colony.
Then, most important we won't be endan-
gered by, or a danger to, other motorists.

TIME FOR DECISION—SORT OF

Tm: TIME for decision is upon us. We can-
not ignore lhe d of the moment,
mor escape the conseq of our actions
should we choose the wrong course these hot

and wake up shivering. or~shut it off and
sweat all night? What of the coverlet at the
foot of the bed? If we pull it over us now,
Zwe'll mever get to sleep. If we don't; the
will find us in a shivering hall-
unable to rouse enough to cover chilly

é

the dresser? Shall we arise and

um-m-xumuhm-'

spray. or relax and hope he gets caught in
the fan? How about the vacation® Lake or
beach? Should we start the trip on the old
tires or get new ones-all around” Leave the
key with the neighbors and have thcm
parked in front of the TV set, or take the
key and have .he place burn down behind
locked doors? Wha' of the grass? Cut it
and have it turn brown or let it grow into
2 refuge of mice and snakes? How sbout the
children? Shall we send’ them to grand-
molh&r'l for vacation, or save Grandma for
ainy day?

'n-ume for decision is now. The future

waits,
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New Sanatorium Needed
CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tur News:
THIS letter is in reply to your editorial a week ago

Thursday against a new sanatorium building,

and also in reference to a letter in People’s Plat-
form Tuesday by Charles H. Stone.

don't understand why you :nd Mr. Stone are

so much against a mew sanatorium. I know this

vou couldn’t have ever had any close relations

there or you'd have an entirely different attitude.

1 spent over two years as a patient there and

1 know a litfle about the conditions and also the
wonderful work done by the entire staff.

The need for a new building is long overdue
and I'm glad to see the commissioners have better
judgment abouf it than you do and voted to replace

the old one.
—BILL HORNSBY.

Coach McGuire Able

NORWOOD

Editors, Tar Nrws:

THRQLGH the columns of the People's Platform
1 would like to offer congratulations to Ihc

Carolina’s basketball fortunes begin looking up
with McGuire's acquisition and 1 am sure Everett
Case of N. C. Stafe will welcome competition for
the title of the outstanding coach in the Big Five
and the Southern Conference

—J. R. BOWMAN.

Don’t Let The GOP Fool You

CHARLOTTE

KNOW a little business man whose pay roll will

run to approximately one-half miliion dollars this
vear. Prior to the 20-year rule of the Democratic
Party he was digging basements with a_pick ant
chovel, one old mule and a drag pan. The South
has a new crop of little business men like him
who have prospered under the Democratic rule.

What wili happen to these little business men |l
the party of big business gels in power azai
What does big business do to little business? 1t
swallows it up like a whale swallowing a min
That is what the business whale called the Repul h]x
can Party, with its high tariff history, its Wall
Street ownership and high freight raics for the
South, wants. So they trot out fairhaired Ike to
front for them while fhey gt ready fo run things
from a back room

Make no mistake, the big business Republican
whales want to save America—for themselves.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

People’s Platform

“Help! What Is This Strange Creature?’

address must be ll'!l. but may be withheld
right to condenmse.

What do they care for old people who die prema-
turely, for hungry children in soup kitchens ana
millions of )ahlnsi’ They know -hal they did when
our hungry soldier boys marched to Washington.
They ran lhcm cu( with swords and pitchforks.

Friends and citizens make no mistake. The race
will be close and fierce. Perhaps not in the Old
North State, but we must take no chances and give
no quarter. Friends who were almost broke under
Hoover but who have grown fat and wealthy under
the Democrats and who profess new-found Repub-
licanism, take warning. The Bible says you should
never turn down an old friend for a new one.

1 have an abiding faith in the future of our
Southland. There were some people in high circles
of our government after World War Il was con-
cluded that wanted Germany reduced to pauperism
and peasarry, so that she would never flourish
again. That vengeful philosophy did not prevail. Did
it ever occur 1o you, my f{riends, that for 70 long
years, that vengeful policy of pauper peasantry
was practiced upon a bleeding Southland by rank
Republicanism that” controlled our national govern-
ment in Washington?

Let the Repuhllun Party die the ignoble death
it so richly deses

—HERCEI J. BLANKENSHIP.

Gullible Public

Editors, Tue News:

A\lkkl( A is a nation with an irresistiblq weak-
ness for political piomises. Any promise from
Chicken In Every Pot” to states’ rights is enough
fto send honest and well-meaning Americans inlo
a dizzy swoon. Year after year professionally
hardened politicians promise much and deliver lit-
tle, yet the American people continue to swoon in
a baseless elation from the power of the rabble
Touser's oratory. How gullible can a people get?

The political parties are using the ‘shortcomings
of a great nation as a stepping stone to reach the
heights of illfamed Judases and Quislings. The
rights of men are being bartered for the selfish right
to rule. The politicians are peddling a dangerous
commo or no man can become a trader in
human rights and retain his sense of belonging to
the civilized race. No politician can for long trade
the rights of one faction of his fellowmen for the
sunnort of another without creating an irreparable
division that will bring irustration and chaos to all
factions,

MONROE

If America is a staunch believer in justice, there
no better place to start than in America. As a
. 1 am not interested in.bearing arms again
o-called justice to foreign people when 1,
as an Amgrican citizen, have never been its bene-
ficiary. 1 shall not cast a vote for injustice, mor
shall 1 Bear arms in an unjust cause.

Vi ROBERT F. WILLIAMS

Adlai’s Amateurs Hesitant,
- But Campaign Is Shaping Up

By MARQUIS CHILDS

m h
campaign that's coming up.”
ere is nothing Traman rel-
Ppo-

troversy has raged is still recu-
perating at a Wisconsin resort
from a m: operation. Consid-
eration is being given to the pos-
t a direct attack on
President might cre-
ate sympathy.
BOTH BARRELS
While the President is talking
llxcnmmm" and foreign
icy, planned Stevenson
will be deh\'enn( one of the most
dimportant speeches of his cam-
paign in Detroit. The present in-
tention is to deal with labor rela-
tions, the touchy business of the
Taft-Hartley Act and what to do
about it.
Stevenson will be tp!lunl to I
labor audience. On the platfors
ill be Sen. Blair Moody 1D-
Mich.) whose reelection depends
on a mass turnout of the labor
vote. But if candidate Stevenson
goes all out for labor, he will seem
to prove the Republican chlru
that he is a captive of the *
Jbosses."
In statements before the con-
\-pnnon the Democratic nominee
id he favored revision of Taft-
Ihr\kv The Democratic platform
calls for outright repeal. Chal-
lenged on the difference between
his vi the platform since
his nomination, Stevenson has said

it was a difference of form rather

than substance. Whether changed
by amendment or by repeal with
a substitute law the result would

strategy is more firm, at least
insofar as travel plans go, than
that of the

The is

s;mnmm Chapman will
mdloﬂmupme“eﬂmm.
GOOD ADVANCE MAN

He will try to make sure that
Democratic leaders organize over-
flow crowds wherever Stevenson
appears. This is one of the serve
ices Chapman performed for Tru-
man with conspicuous success four
years ago. His tile is “adviser
to the Democratic Pohry Commit-
tee. But that is a
tion of an important f

Returning from lhe West, Stev.
enson according to present plan.
ning will make a quh:k l'iu
through the South. In earl,
ber will come the umwn hln
and a number of stops for
formal back-platform talks in
Midwest and Ik East. Full-dress

F

to the West Coast and a second

the innocence of
the amateurs hnmeduizly around
Stevenson, seriously

talking ubo\n mnhn tho Western
trip in commercial planes on
scheduled flights rather than using

P
sive. Old hands dhlbuud I.bem o(
such a notion,
they would waste priceless Ilml

SaER e

Enough Of Child ‘Counseling’
—Let’s Go Back To Switches

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK

HERE has been much talk of

youthful hoodlumism in the
papers lately, and many recordin,
of 'lntnu attacks by plmply punks
on innocent bystanders. read
in Ihe headlines about !he Xuo
junior jerks who shot a nr:nge
Tabbi for laughs, and you
rising statistics on ﬂime and y
read the dope addiction among The
young and of the muggings and
thrill murders.

And you are prone to say shucks,
this happens to other people, and
then something closely akin hap-
pens 1o you and you sit up a little
sharper. It happened to me the
other night. If I carried a gun I
mnk 1 might have used it.

fectly respectable part
c! |mrn, Mama and I hailed a cab
after a movie. The cab stopped in
front of me. Three young punks
came and grabbed the door. 1
shoved the missus inside and had
got halfway in mysell. One
them slammed the door on my
leg. 1 boiled out in a large fury,
A ting —my bald head. game
leg and encroaching girth—for a
ltcond

1 roach the punks like a
tank, lnd back they go — a step.
And then they saw what they had
in way of competition. and stopped.
BAD TYPES

Here on three kids, no older than
19 or 20, was about as nasty a
set of triple leers as 1 ever hope
o see. It was one of those things
don't like to see on people —
-jawed, stupid but ingrained
Sk all fhe ey

A fast thought runs through my
1 can take one with a
," 1 figure, “and 1 may get
in a kick on another, but the

third one is a cinch to have a hu{a
or a zip gun or a blackjack
llldllu“ulumdowlhlhl
my head or m,
bel]y lelklnx or my mouth hcled

hard way to the electric chair
without my help in due tiffie any-
how, and why should 1 be the

pus delicti to hurry them to lb!
bot squat?™

So 1 rip off a fair swear, smoth-
er my inclination to bust skulls due
10 lack of ability — jerk the door
shut and then tell the cab to take
off. There was no policeman handy,
and nething much would have
happened if there had been. One
of the litfle hoollums kicked the
fender as the cab went away and
tossed a few loving remarks behind
it. 1 fumed all the rest of the eve-
ning over not being equipped with a
gun or nd arrow or a base.
ball bat or anything else sufficient-
ly lethal to save the state an
eventual chance of removing them
from society.

You cannt tell me that society
is making them bad, because there
are less poor people and more op-
portunities around now than in the
history of the country — more free
this, more free that, more “‘under-
standing,” more counseling, more
everything. What I think we need
is a reversiun to the hickory switch,
the woodshed. and a little more par-
ental control in the old-fashioned
way, where a child don't sass his
old man without a cuff to cool him
down. A handy jack nandle was all
yours truly needed, the other
night, to re-instill a little respect
for elders, and especially strange
elders who are doing no harm to
strange adolescents.

Ike Irked By Politics, But A Good Sport

; WASHINGTON
(‘ E friends of General Eisenhower report that he is
now almost getting accustomed to American politics.

1t is no secret that at first he was most unhappy

Even during the Chicago convention, Tke eriped pri-
vately at the things he was required to do. Once he confided
10 a friend:

“If T'd known it was going fo be like this I'd never
have gotten into it. The people who came 10 see me in Paris
didn't tell me about all these things. They didn’t tell me
about all the backslapping and the silly questions.

“What 1 need,” Tke continued. “is a good chief of staff *

The General has been a good sport. however. and de-
spite an occasional private grumble, has settied down for
the long. tough campaign that he knows will begin right
after Lal

He is not, however. sticking his neck out én any im-
portant decisions until after consulting his “general staff.”
He has surrounded himself with some of the best profes-
sional GOP politicians in the business, and he is leaning
heavily on their advice Politics, he has concluded, is no
game for amateurs.

Communist Drive In Americas

\ HILE the U. S. A. is engrossed in domestic politics.
some significant and different kind of politics is taking
place below the Rio nde. The Kremlin is sending its
toughest ambassador and skilles nhou-u: to direct a_new
ve to win over Latin
He is Vasily Y. Yerofeev uhn replaces career Russian
diplomat Nicholas Gorelkin as ambassador to Uruguay. His

appointment marks a new and important shift in Kremlin
policy.

The fact that Ambassador Yerofeev is being stationed
in_Urug! s due to that country’s being one of only
four South of the border‘republics which still retain formal
relations with the Soviet Union. The other are Argentina,
Mexico and Guatemala. Brazil, Chile, Cuba and Venezuela
have all severed diplomatic ties with Moscow.

A few years ago, Mexico and Cuba were the Western
Hemisphere's most active centers of Communist propa-
ganda. Control of organized labor in both countries was
in the hands of Reds or faithful partyliners, while the
Commies always had strategically placed friends inside the
Cuban and Mexican governments.

Moreover, local Commies could count on liberal help.
from the large staffs and fat budgels of the Soviet embas-
sies in Havana and Mexico City. But, as the cold war set-
tled in. and especially after fighting started in Korea, all
the Russian money that was available couldn’t keep the
Red cause from losing Mexican and Cuban sympathizers
by the thousands.

When the Batista regime fook the first opportunity
10 force a break with Moscow, Russian embassy personnel
in Havana, including cooks, chauffeurs and gardeners, had
dwindled 10 a total of 14, against 49 in 1948

During that same period, Mexico. although mmmn
ing outwardly correct nlauons wrth the Kremlin,
ting progressively tougher in her official nmnde I(ﬂ‘ln‘l
domest: Furthermore, Presi
government has dealt out some pointed social mubs to xm-
sian diplomats in the last two years.

Real barometer of the drastic wane of Communist in
fluence in Mexico came with last month’s general elec-
tions, when labor-leader Vicente Lombardo Toledano. a
fellow traveler, received only about 10000 votes for the
Pre':ldeuq—ltﬂ than one-half of 1 per cent of the total
cas!

Merry-Go-Round :

PRO!I]‘\ NTLY posted in the office of Congressman
Frank Chelf of Kentucky, chief prober of the Justice
Department, is this “prayer”—*“Dear Lord: Teach me to
keep my big mouth shut until I know what I'm talking about
and deliver me from blabbing what little I do know.—
en.” ; . . The late great Sen. Brien McMahon of Con-
necficut, ‘whose death from cancer at 48 recently nho&oel:l
the nation. literally gave his life for his country. McMahon
sacrificed his health while working a man-killing schedule
of 14 to 16 hours a day as chairman of the Atomic Energy
Committee and for his constituents . . Every member of Can-
gress is being urged to get nguhr physical checkups. A
complete checkup takes ]sl than a dly with modern X- rly
techniques . . Ebullient, GOP Homer Capehart of
Indiana never opens his mouth .hm one example of New
Deal “creeping Socialism” right in his own home town of
Washington, Ind.. population about 10.000. It's a beauti-

ful -v:'mu pool for youn; ederal
...lnmlﬂlLArhnnu 'Va.—population
-bo\n m.ooo_m Senator Byrd's domain.across the Potomac

from the na ital, ham‘l i
water-bepped Yidh in ’llnu Syl R



