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mews account of the League of Women
Voters' candidates meeting here Wednes-
@ay night took note of an interesting omis-
Although the recent countywide prop-

ENSE OF PROPERTY REVALUATION

« by a percentage of the total property valus-
tion on the books, they had no leeway for
issuing bonds. Especially critical was the
need for heavier investment in school plax

a of the County Government.

Bt all property in Mecklenburg County. Not
being qualified in such matters, Tux Nrws
1s not prepared to defend the precise method

sary to employ a competent professional
Jirm 1o do the job. :

In January, 1950, the County and City
pfficials were faced with an array of hard
facts that no amount of wishful thinking
rould change. In the first place, property
yalues were ridiculously Jow, far below the
going price in the open market. Many of
them had been set back in the late 30s.
Because of the rapid population growth in
the postwar era, the two governments were

publie recreation, for and police equip-
‘ment, in brief, for all public facilities
and services the City and

expenditures. And since the
‘borrowing ity of the two governments
~ 16r long-range capital investment is limited

ments had no choice but to update property
values.

But there was another reason. Property
listings were a crazy-quilt pattern of in-
equities. Rural values were far too low. The
home owner who built his house since World
War I paid a disproportionately higher tax
than hjs neighbor, whese house was built
(and listed) before the war., Furthermore,
because tax listing had been carried out by
assessors chosen from the township in which
they worked, there were evidences of favor-
itism to friends and neighbors at the ex-
pense of the general welfare.

Thus, it was imperative, in fairness to all,
that a single. uniform standard be applied
to all property—agricultural, residential,
commercial, industrial—if inequities were to
be eliminated. And it was important that this
standard be in keeping with the best pro-
fessional practices. For that reason, the Com-
missioners and the Councilmen chose one of
the top-ranking firms in the nation to do the
job, a firm that had a wealth of experience
in other North Carolina cities and counties
as well as in other states.

Tue Nrws has had its differences with

For these reasons alone, the two govern-.

Guns And Charity Aren’t Answers

the

stand by that decision today.
the hope that the thinking of
lenburg County will realize that’ revaluation
was utterly essential. and that they will not
mark their ballot in the coming primary
solely on the basis of irresponsible charges
that revaluation was a mistake.

RUSSELL TORPEDOES 1952 REVOLT

Dixie resentment against the national ad-

tion has centered upon the person

of Harry 8. Trumaw, not his program. The

canny Southerners, who occupy most of (he

key chairmanships and who have a smooth

working with conservative Re-
have had

arrangement
ublicans in Congress, n's

Jmew
pmmmmmﬂmm‘m
{folks.
. When Trumin announced he would step

CLARENCE POE POINTS

many minds are brought to bear
upon a problem a solution is usually)
Certainly when one considers (he
persons who are seeking the
and security he cannot but
Many of the world's great
constantly. deal with this over-
and It lkewise concerns
us ordinary citizens. -
page today four theses dealing
broad problem are presented.
“Ruark tells of the continuing
the evangelistic carapaign of Billy
lotte, mow in Texas. Drew
one of his favorite sub-
portant one, we think—
getting the truth and
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The other two columns present conflicting
wiewpoints on direct means of keeping the
. The Alsop brothers, leading advocates
greater and greater armies and air
armadas, this time stress the inadequacy of
this nation’s air defense. And the {llustrious
Tar Heel editor, Clarence Poe, calls for U. S.
rship of a great world-wide agricul-
and technical revolution.
Certainly no one of these four approaches,
or others, in itself provides the answer. The
pation strives to strike a balance, a program
that will do the job without bankrupting
the U. S. or its allies. And we do not under-
estimate the awful responsibility of those
who must recommend expansion or
gurtaliment of the several parts of the over-
il program.
But it is our growing conviction that con-
sestration on military build-up has blinded
nation to a point where this military
and excludes the other
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out of the Presidency, he
out of the revolt movement.

a revolt at the convention, even
doesn't like the civil rights plank
party’s platform.

Russell's decision is just one more sign
of his political maturity. He knows that a

THE WAY

gram of stimulated and encouraged sell-
help. 1 see no other
peace, to halt communi reduce our
intolerable burden of taxation, and to save
the priceless freedoms of from
threatened extinetion in a military state
such as we are fast drifting into."

His is a program of applied Christianity.
It is one of education, of agricultural mis-
sionaries, of Point IV aid. We were pleased
to mote the insertion of his article in The
Congressional Record, by a Southern Senator,
Sparkman of Alabama, and the -favorable
comment made about it in the Semate by
North Carolina's Senator Hoey. As Mr. Poe
says, the 531 members of Congress have
great world-wide influence. We hope they use
it to orient this nation’s tremendous power.

WHAT GIVES?

ERTAINLY the capture of Brig. Gen.

Francis T. Dodd by Red prisoners on
Koje Island raises a number of questions in
the minds of Americans. For example: Where
were the U. §. guards? How about those two
previous riots on the island, in which 90 pris-
oners and an American soldier were killed?
‘Why all the secrecy?

The Army is establishing a board of in-
quiry, and we imagine there’ll be the devil
to pay by some officer or guards. But until
newsmen are allowed to inquire around Koje

ke
ing some unpleasant facts from the public.

Still chipping away at the Laborites' na-
tional medical program, Britain's Conserva-
tive Government has stopped handing

An Appeal To 531 Kings

By CLARENCE POE, Editor
Progressive Farmer
. Senate and our

435 Representatives in Ct 88

\HE SUPREME need of the free world today is
1o win to our side the hearts and minds of
biltion vileged people, We can do this
not by guns, not by charity, but by stimulating
self-help by

farm demonstration work and other
proved methods.
have entitled this article ‘An Appeal to 531
jern Kings."

0

Mod .
1 am doing this because I believe not one in ten
of you fully realizes (1) what tremendous powers
you have and hence, (2) how both appallingly seri-
ous and inspiringly challenging is your responsibility
o use these powers not merely for the good. of
your state and nation but for all mankind.

Each of you has indeed greater power both for
peace and war than the a ge king' of ancient
days ever had. Those kings had at their disposal
only men with bows and arrows, spears, or muskets

—whose greatest speed was the legs 'of a horse.
You have at your collective command TNT, atom
bombs, bombs, and world-girdling purvey-

ors of death on land and sea and sky, traveling
with the speed of lightning.

The voters in your State or district have made
you Semators and Representatives of the
States. But inexorable destiny and Inescapable fate
—let us say reverently, Almighty God Himsel
have made you trustees for world peace and protec-
tors of all humanity's future. The fate of babes
and youths now living and millions yet unborn both
here and abroad may depend upon your awareness
of the unspeakable dangers of another world war
and your responsibility to help prevent it. Certainly
(1) the United States has the supremely
greatest nation on earth, the most influential in
shaping the destinies of our whole human race,
and (2) you 531 men and women in Congress have
greater power than the Presidents or courts or
armies to mold the United States policy to right
ends. Furt] ore, the whole world is now in a
state of flux, change, when your decisions by this
Congress—perhaps by its decisions this month as in
the case of lending or ing to lend a hand to
the aroused and poverty-cursed peoples of the
world—may decide whether humanity shall have
peace or war, W we shall win to our sido
of the free world the tragically underprivileged peo-
ples of the world or leave them to be exploited by &
mlml Russian imperialism to our intalculable

We profess to be a Christian nation Christ said
in substance, “Where you find a sick person, a
hungry: person, a friendless person, there am L
Let us ‘think of the average man in these under-
developed areas — a man who can earn only el
cents a day—must expect to die at 3—and to be
st of those 30 years. Then
ly greater health, wealth,
happiness. and life ex cy and then ask our
selves, “Do we have God's blessings in so much
greater degree because we are so much better
than these other peoples” And the answer must
be *No, No."

Primarily we Americans have our greater bless-
ings not because we are better or more deserving,
but because we have the tremendous re-
sources of a_mew continent to divide among only
150 million skilled people. while in Asia

and one-half billion unskilled people must divide the
meager last resources of a long-used continent.

School C

p as 1 please; my neighbors 'M‘NSI-M please.
the best of friends. Soon, I wi lle
my

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON I
Twsm,-n.nnmmmm..n-ﬁ-m~
Jomat that the school children of the United States

free wigs. Henceforth, the cost will be shared  would be an active part in American diplomacy, o o shed Meod ts pre-
by the health service and those gettingthe  he would have thought you were America "'ﬂh"l"° o re
toupees. This, we presume, will be known Nevertheless, several thousand high school snd
as splitting hairs.—Neshville Tennessean. mary students are doing exactly They have
written messages to their fellow students
which are being y over the Voice of city is a lot different
“My lawyer thinks T can obtain redress” in the following languages: R of the Moscow radio
wrote the client to the awtomobile salesman, ~ Ciech, Finnish, Korean, Japanese, Y , German, A—'h-dun-mhl
“But, personally, I'd be satisfied if you mw.,n:m Italian, Bur- mu
Josk repesind. what 3O G me whea yeu Tn many cases these student messages are & lot more Trseck ey
ld me s wed cteTR puiting drend- Sincere, more genuine than, the skilled L e
fully high-powered specialist. They should New York today; for
behind the [ron Curtain, be- pold hia xpenecs 10
will recognize that they are the other Florida winner, Ken
heart, that they come from young Americans who Junior High School, who wrote
ax to grind, who want to get along with other Iron Curtais.
fun if you could just come
instance, one of the winners 15 wrote. “Tlt het we like the
tower, who has written this mes- --u:_‘um
v wars because you fight your
-A—':%hnddur.ﬂ:lh‘. o '
country, because born here Other young authors of winning messages are coming
h—-lhﬂuhmwush“l of the country,
because it is the land of ... My T, Washington of
e Dot the same as my Beighbors, but shock fo Moscow, They
i

Such is the situation. Certainly we cannot give
these people virgin resources. Certainly we cannot
bankrupt ourselves giving them high incomes, But
just as certainly — and this has been amply proved
— we can give to these people (and can afford to
give them) the new skills and new knowledge that
will enable them to secure, two, three, five or ten
times greater income for themselves.

A great agricultural revolution such as Dr. S. A.
Knapp conducted with such marvelous success right
here in our own ‘Southern States, 1901-1911 — his
sound. down-to-e
better farming by “Farm
Jecting the best farmer in each locality and training
him to demonstrate better and better farming to
his neighbors — this is our greatest hope. The most
heartening story of farm progress I have heard re-
cently came from Dr. N. E. Dodd, of U. N.'s FAO;
the story of “a shirt-tail Chinese farmer’
other neighbor farmers increase their rice and food
crops in this way — his pride in being selected to
do the demonstrating and then his jov ‘at finding
us ready fo help them in this way. Also we must
help start everywhere programs of better farm cred-
it and marketing, rural industries. industrial devel-
opment, education, health, irrigation, and soil con-
servation.

Helping Others Helps Us

1 have just appealed to the lofty Christian duty to
help those less fortunate than ourselves. But in this
case by helping others we shall also help ourselves
and the whole free world. Everybody talks about our
tremendous tax burdens, but no one knows better
than you that the only way to greatly reduce this
burden is to provide better guaranties of world peace.
Out of every tax dollar in your 1953 budget 85 cents
goes for United States security. To make such ap-
palling taxation unnecessary we must win to our
side more of these one billion people whose poverty.
sickness, and despair make them easy victims of
Communist pronaganda. Months ago Dr. N. E., Dodd,
of U. N's FAO, told me of the first Chinese ten.
ant farmer he asked, “Why have you gone Com-
munist?"*

“My family,” he answered, “has never known
what it was not to be hungry. We have never known
what It was to have shoes. The Communists promise
to help us. Maybe they won't. But if they don't, at
least we'll not be any worse off than now."

All of the one billion people in underdeveloped
parts of the world are subject to this prmndl—
and John Foster Dulles says Russia is s Ing ten
times as much for propaganda as we are. Our best
propaganda is not to feed these millions, but to belp
them learn to feed themselves arm demon-
stration” and similar methods proposed in the mu-
tual assistance and Point 4 programs.

We cannot safeguard world peace by “buying™
other nations; bought nations will not stay bought.
We can no longer intimidate ather nations by our

own military forces. Imperialistic acts will boomer-
ang against us. We can win other nations zdanr
side only by helping help themselves in

‘ways that preserve their self-respect; not by a pro-
gram of charity, but by a program of, stimula
and encouraged self-help. I see no other
preserve world peace, to halt Communism Mo re-
burdens of taxation, and to
celess freedoms of America from threat-
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have exhausted the soft-drink ma-
chine across the street in the fire-
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Mr. Grah;
with both
ness than “South Pacifie.
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house. But out they pour, in droves
and they are as thirsty for his
condemnation of the wrong as they

Decisions -- And Billions -
Needed For Air Defense

By JOSEPH & STEWART ALSOP

WASHINGTON ~ perhaps even 50 per cent
(QNE OF the sinister symptoms tion may be feasible. And in threa
of our times is the way that 10 four years, we can theoretical

the greatest issues of national poli- defense,
cy either get lost in the political
shuffle or are hidden under the fus-
tian cloak of official secrecy. Take,
for example, the matter of the air
defense of ‘the United States —
which is virtually non-existent at
present, near-total air defense squarely
On the one hand, one of the two things, however.
or three domipant facts in the
world's _strategic , pieture js the
atomic bomb, which may before
long become the hydrogen bomb,
in Soviet hands. Both the Soviet for *
atomic stockpile and the Soviet
power to deliver atomic weapons
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growing lange:
tinent is not yet really imminent
but it is likely to be very great in-
deed in two or three years' time.
On the other hand, the entire air
defense picture has been dramatic-
ally altered by successful tests of
new guided missiles and improved
radar warning equipment. Where
it was nearly impossible, until this
year, to defend the United States
against atomic air attack, it is
theoretically possible to do so to- F4
day. But we not doing it. It
will take at least two or three
years. And if the effort is not be-
gun immediately, the theoretically
will not be

Tests on having all the parts of the
— i

country with

though it is

would fiff their assigned targets,
~and they could not get home

In one and a half
:cmb'

‘hostile aircraft, in

er and at any time of the

In two

enter college.
and occupa-




