WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1952

THE ROLE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLYMAN -

ISTENT reports from several sources
have it that State Sen. Fred Mclntyre
wints to make two major changes in the
framework of local government: (1) abolish
the County Police Dept. and transfer its fune-
tions to the Sheriff’s office; and (2) abolish
fhe Park & Recreation Commission and place
nmmmmmctqm:a

comes out into the

But it's not too early for this newspaper
to say that, on the basis of past experience,
1t would look with disfavor on both ideas.

County police forces into one

halimark of Stanhope Lineberry's crack
force. P
Nor are we ready to turn public recreation
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recreation program was takefl out
by a previous City Council
reason, and we know of no equally
to put it back into_politics.

would caution Mr. Mcintyre
new members of the legislative
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state government. Collaterally, they are the
i

force with county-wide jurisdiction. It would
most definitely be unwise to put law enforce-
ment under the office of the SHeriff, an
anachronistic relic of an earlier era who
today s quite properly limited to running
the jail and the Superior Courts, and serv-

£F

lor local opinion on
legislation affecting this community only.
But in naming them to serve for three
months out of two years, after a cam-
paign in which no local issues at all were
raised publicly, the people of Charlotte and
Mecklenburg County did not hand over to
them arbitrary authority over other public
officials elected to administer local govern-

estimate of his role, he had best disabuse
of it, and be quick about it.

CONGRESS STILL HOLDS THE HANDLE

LATII&I.M‘MCIH!-G-I“-
for the Hoover Report wisely headed
for the storm cellar. It knew the approach-

strain tfie amicable

report. One of the three men appointed by
Eisenhower is Nelson Rockefeller, who has
studied some of our overseas programs,
‘which the Hoover Commission didn't cover.
‘Thus Tke may have some specific, far-ranging
proposals ready mext month.

A good deal of reorganization’ can be

by friendly #tors. But
some obsolete or ill-advised practiegs are
written into law. If Congréss remews the
President's power to submit sweeping reor-
ganization plans, they should be approved
by a friendly Congress. Other reforms re-
quire legislation. And the past four years
afford plenty examples of reform legislation
that gets pigeonholed.

The outlook for reform is still dim in et
least two flelds. We dom't expect Post
master General Summerfield, late of the
GOP National Committee, to demand that
postmaster temoved from
polities. And Congress will resist strongly
attempts to alter its cozy relationship with
the Army Corps of Engineers, which often
builds dams and levees according to”the
wishes of pork-barrel politicians rather than
conservationists.

The new broom in the executive branch

FIRST S?‘EP TOWARD CONSOLIDATION

dation Instead of searching for ways to carry
it out,

week the new board, in response to
= by Commissioner S. S. McNinch,

ernment in 1940, Before long, the gbulky
volumes began to gather dust. A disdainful
quip making the rounds of the Courthouse,
that “these consolidation reports make good
doorstops”, ended up in a newspaper photo-
graph showing them used precisely for that
purpose. .

an
who sought to bestir the County Commission-
ers and the City Councilmen to act on con-
solidation found complete apathy on both
sides of Alexander St. In some instances,
there was more thah apathy. There was a
Degative resistance which showed itself in a
tendency to look for the obstacles to consoli-

From The Asheville Citizen

the county attormey to draw up
@ bill' for presentation to the General
Assembly authorizing local ~government
officials to consolidate overlapping services
I they find it desirable to do so. This would
be permissive legislation, and we know of
no legal barriers to such a course provided
the bill is carefully drawn to conform to
known limits on the General ,Assembly's
power to delegate its authority.

For anything to come from this new show
of interest at the Courthouse, however, the
City Council must be brought into the pic-
ture. The Commissioners can do no more
than set the right example in their own
bailiwick, but there is nothing to prevent
interested Charlotte taxpayers from letting
their Councilmen know that they expect
some action at City Hall, too.

HISTORY ON THE DINING CAR

Aul, Dear Asheville came to im-
ity! Let the United Press dis-
‘course upon this narrow escape in a dispatch

steak was a spur-of-the-moment
@ Southern Railway dining car
Salisbury, Chamber of Commerce
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" "Okay, lke — Here It Is

The Continuing Battle

Education And Freedom

(From an address by Judge Learned Hand.)

guing that an education which inciudes
political wis
history,

“humanities”
ly mean

a5 JUDGE
history and fought over again

 The great moderates of history were mare often
than not men of that sort, steeped like Montaisne

and Erasmus in knowledge of the past.
Out of such a temper alone can
political success which will not leave behind

come

any
rancor

and vindictiveness that is likely So deeply to infect

its benefits as to make victory not worth
and it is

while,

temper best bred in those who have

at least what I like to call a bowing acquaintance

with the “humanities.”For these are fitted

to ad-

monish us how tentative and nmulom;m:n our

attainments, intellectual 4nd moral; and
rejects of the next. Tha

the pessibility that, as time goes on,
cumulste some body of valid cenclusions;
does mean that these we can achieve only
cumulation; that wisdom is to be gai
stand upon the shoulders of
before.

Just as in science we cannot a

often

but
by ac-

gained only as we

except

s we take over what we inherit, so in Statecrait

no generation can safely start at scratch.' The
recorded observal

subject matter of science tion

e world; the subject matter of the
statecraft is the soul of and of that too there
re of which I refer to here,
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control of their own lives. That community is in
peril; it is invaded from within, it is threatened
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t.
was a clear choice at that
first meeting between Truman and

ike, With Problems Aplenty,"
Has Hopeful Symptoms, Too
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By JOSEPH ALSOP

pass. The choice is ours whether, when we hear the
pipes of Pan, we shall stampede like a frightened WASHINGTON _are plenty of ugly things in the
flock, forgetiing all those professions on wixch  QYETURNING from & four of in- of
we bave claimed to rest our policy. A " quiry: abroed 18 slways & % guch o Incremaing today,
> Py rious experience, for there s &  jsm. But the climate abrosd has
0D kniows there is risk in refusing to act Ull  yrier of thought as well as an lost the fryres
the facts are all in; but is there not grea oo hatyhir batwat Korops il - wae Wm’“" e e
risk in abandoning the conditions of all rational TR Trl.y Sine experience is period, ‘-Nn _’r-".;
inquiry? Risk for risk, for myself I bad rather  poRtlr o REn ever, for there '”'l'lnm- o
that some traitors will escape de-  1Ors FERER e Between the today’ Wm‘ i w-lu-m
tection than spread abroad a spirit of general sus- bleak certainties, the hard, ines- llb'mhmn A impos-
picion and distrust, which accepls rumor and gossip e " st Gon thhku MM Somarrow's.
B place of undismayed and unintimidated inquiry, S0 Lo B, . o mmu -
I believe that that community is already m mh’qﬁmm-muom“ua"mv An“‘"d r gl s .mmm %,
process of dissolution where each man begins to  Jet'eine new American admin- e bosiing i
e e e ot ae el N ; that every famillar landmark is
formity with the sccepted creed, politeal 18 el "1y Y i that reat problems 2ot any longer lkaly to be blowa
Bunciation, 'without specification or backing, ‘takes ' exist; but have mo ;:ryddur idea ﬁy‘. u' some_crises or other
the place of evidence; where orthodoxy chokes frec- what Is going to lone about a great balm' in itself.
muamnvhmmmmm"umm &bu. Along with this general recov.
RSN, become so_ timid e , there are many
Gare mot enter our convictions in the open lisls o N e
win or lose. Such fears as these are a solvent Iy a bit like vultures; it is their first sketch of a true
Which can eat out the cement that binds the stones  nature to go where the trouble is. union that Jean Monnet is
Because of this

tangible ground for misgiving. bave to surmount, ranging from  bits future are even being
‘The mutual confidence on which all clse de-  Korea to Iran, from the erisis in e o o,
pends can be maintained only by an open mind and ATO planning to a mew system DEEP FAITH IN
a brave reliance u diseussion. 1 do not say et tactics aimed to split IKE
these will suffice; who knows but we may 1t would be As the chief mason of the fu
be on a slope which leads down to aboriginal sav-  chuckle-headed to ignore these dif- ture, Presidentelect Eisenhower's
agery. But of this I am sure: if we are fo escape, ficulties, if only the fail- opportunity will be all the greater,
we must not yield a foot upon demanding a taw to t any one of them  precisely because be is Eisenhow-
field, and an honest race, to all ideas. “Blame 80l is quite capable of bringing us and 'er. His campaign orafory may have
before thou hast examined; understand first and world to more or less disturbed certain of our allies whe
then ntbdmthoghnlum. final disaster. have forgotten what American
interrupt not in the midst of speech.” _ « 1t is also wrong, Bowever, to campaigns are yke. But thers is
; they T e e iraady Joog, loeaet (be old mountaineery max:  #0 3 grost e
O O s Tres of pastion and cenlict, M (31wt wreel vue, K snght e g
to be)—"If you see a mew peak the man, in Britain and in Europe,
they are the product of a wisdom bought by ages  Jp o you're halfway up There is also the feeling that a
of bitter trial; and by that wisdom alone shali the mountain.” That, really, is the Bew hand at the helm, & new snd
we be saved, we, who boast ourselves to be (he o e powertul fmpulse fn
Aposties of & faith in the eventual triumph of wis.  Situation of Americs 454 et ety e s b
- liance at this moment. native leadership, will be good
- For almost the first time since things.
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In the last year, one might al-
Quote, Unquofe abroad can note really solid Prof-  most say that our partner mations
ress of the kind that matters. feit comfortable with the Truman
A New Jersey man attempting suicide cut  There are the outlines, at any Administration because it was
his throat and then calmly lighted a cigarette, Tate, of 8 Western,system that fired, and they are still father
Thatll be the next thing we'll be seeing in the  can gurvive, can go forward, tired too. At the same time, they
ads.—Fort Myers (Fla) News-Press. ndmupdth-nnm‘:d!h resented the want of strong lead-
Soviet system. There are the symp-  ership from the acknowledged
More encouraging news. A British scientist

e e e Tatota_orbe Wil et down “""‘_“5""-‘":':": Western Jeader. From fhe Eiseabower Ad-
to §280 per individual by 1°64—Joplin (Me) . jon ministration, now hope for
Globe, long pull, which is the most im- great things. Is the galden
. portant thing of all. moment to strengthen and under-
In case you think things couldn't be worse, The first thing to strike the pin the Western alliance, the West-
listen to the mext insurance salesman traveler is the léast definable— ern community, the free world as

to peint out pfobabilities—Ellaville (Ge.) Sum. @ change of atmosphere. There 4 whole.

the personnel which will the Justice Department under
Eisenhower. i,
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AdlaiQuips He Beat Ike To White House

Upon his operation will partly depend restoration
confidence in government. "
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