I

THE CHARLOTTE NEWS

he, THOMAS L. ROBINSON....oowo--------Publisher
¢ 3. . DOWD.... eeeemeeerereneren- GBeal Mamager .
R B.S Executive Editor
C A Bditor
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30, 1952
. The News’ Platform For 1950-60
- L of an Urban

4. Maximum feasible consolidation

of One Hundred.
" 7. A new city suditorium.

recommended by Institute of Government
5. An adequate public housing program based on facts gathered in 1950 census.
8. Formation of a civic promotion group similar to Winston-Salem’s Committee

8. A fullscale program for unbottling traffic congestion.
9. Tmproved air transportation facilities.
10. Positive action to clear Charlotte's creeks of contamination and pollution.

- 2, A $10,000,000 schoo! building program for Charlotte and Meckleaburg County.
3. A scientific county-wide revaluation of property.

of the City and County Governments as
studies.

‘A PROGRESS REPORT

JUBLICATION today of Tue Nzws' big
(& Business Review & Forecast Edition
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& The idea for a Committee of Onme
Hundred was born during the postwar years,
when Charlotte suffered from a lack of civic
leadership. It has stirred little interest, and
the

1 of the First Pre-
cinct of Raleigh, 1 shall not feel
my dignity affronted.

By the same token 1 hope that
placing you in a Johnny-come-
lately status, belo.- or following
t+- Commons, will not wound your
self-esteem. It is not difficult for
editors and columnists to assume

when necessary,

of new
in 1050 and 1961 has decreased the need for
it. 8o long as good men step forward to
accept responsible assignments, we shall hold
the fdea in abeyance.

7. A $3,000000 bond issue for a new
auditorium and coliseum was authorized ,in
the Fall of 1950. An auditorium authority
has been appointed. A site on Independence
Boulevard has been purchased. The prelim-
inary architectyral sketch has been improved
by the authority and by the City Council.
Construction cannot be started until Federal

fronts. The Stonewall Street underpass is
under construction, and
by June. Stonewall St.,
extending from Independence to Church St.,
will be ready shortly thereafter. An engi-
survey for a major operation on
grade crossings has been completed,
a contract with the Southern Railway
approyed by the City Council. A
suit to establish the City's right to spend
relocate tracks outside the city
1imits is-under way.

Engineer Herman Hoose has gone
inter-
and his modernization of traffic

i

commission has been appointed,

days of the dilapidated adminis-
tration bullding at Douglas Municipal Air-
are limited. A contract has been let for
phase of the new structure—the

of the site including the con-
of additional taxiways at a total
some $600,000. Last year, the runways
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Road, Is progressing more slowly because

of bad weather. These units should be ready
'by November: Until the mood of Congress
[ changes, “it is unlikely that new public
+ housing projects for Charlotte will be author-
{ ized In the next year or two.

OVE over, Joe McCarthy. You've met
your match.

b . Senator Mundt of South Dakota has dis-
closed, via The Natiomal Republic and

Record, “ways ind means by

alert Americans can usually ascertain

among their associates are Comniunists”,

He allows there are both card-carrying
Communists and fellow-travelers, the main
. difference being {hat the lstter stmply cheat
“somte Communist cell out of its annual
dues”. f

_ };{

; Tarn up your collar and read some of his
- “tell4ale tracer clues” for detecting Com-

| COME ON IN, COMRADES

at a cost of $140.000. The
making pians to purchase additional

10. The first step in ridding creeks of
contamination was taken when the old, leak-
ing outfall along Sugaw Creek was replaced
at a cost of about a million dollars. That

creek. Last February a contract was let
for expansion of the Sugaw Creek disposal
plant which will enable it to handle the
industrial wastes that are now being dumped
into the creeks. When the new plant is in
operation, the only contamination of the
creeks will be from industrial waste dumped
north of the city limits and, hence, beyond
the City's control.

‘That, we submit, is an impressive record
of progress in a twoyear period. It has
resulted from compelling public and private
leadership, and from a growing conscious-
ness among Charlotteans that theirs is a city
with a future limited only by their vision
and energy. The national emergency has
placed some barriers in our way, but
Charlotte will be ready to move ahead as
soon as they are lifted.

4. “They (Communists) Taft at
every turn”. (Hello Comrades Lodge and
Duft.) .

5. “Communists favored Lilienthal for
Atomic Energy Commission chairman”
(Hello Comrades Hoey, Umstead, Johnston,
Maybank, Hickenlooper, Russell and you 44

(Hello Comrade Senator Kerr, millionaire
proletarian of the oil industry.)

7. “Communists seek control of labor
unions.” (Hello Comrades Reuther and Lewis.)
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plenipotentiary authority. Olympus
is a low hill to the editorial eye.
It can be effortlesely climbed, and
yet it is high enough -
mounted so that all other estates,
spiritual, temporal and common,
may appear to lie far below its
horizontal vision. I think that by
odesty on my
part and levitation on yours, how-
ever difficult the exercise may
prove, the first and fourth estates
can find a common level on which
we can stand together and profit-
ably regard ourselves.

CLOSE STATUS

For the more I have thought about
it, the closer I have seen the status
of pulpit and press to be, Consid-
er, in the first place, the disabil-
ities under which we struggle. We
are not aristocrats by birth o
commoners by choice. Men inherit
pulpits as rarely as

i

they inherit
newspapes n general it can be
sald that respective

businesse: 3

w0 be sure the parson feels an

urgency bhe cannot resist and the
he

editor an inspiration he cannot re-
pel. And though the cub reporter
lacks the halo the editor slants

over his ear, 50 does th. fled,
parson, but there is always a nim-
bus for the striving.

Similarly we are distressed by
confliets within

and city desk get along with
the pundit in the sound-proof sanc-
tum? How does the parson who
knows some of the news that isn't
it to print, accommodate the Sun-
doy: ssints who prefer gossip o the
#ospei? And then there's the ad-
veriser and the editorial policy,
and the prophet and the big giver
grain sellers of Gil-
gal. One must live by bread if -not
by bread alone, and shall the ad-
yertiser who pays money to pre-
sent his product be editorialy chas-
tised and his product shown up as
phony? Mr.” Seagram sells
Scoteh shall Mr. Editor
him as the purveyor of poison? Or
if Brother Pinchpenny puts in the
collection plate a down payment on
his hope to have a Christian fu-
neral zome day, shalt his impover-
pastor decline slum rents
are the deacon's prosperity
of poor? Are ﬂh”r;
not corporate pressures WD al
felt by us both in this pressure-
conirolled society?

The occasional letter o the edi-
tor is a gentle slap the wrist
as  comp: fo the massive
weight of organized professional
groups, the vested interests in cit-

ies and states, the boedle-boys in”

veterans' organizations, the manip-
ulators of real wealth, the grow-
ing military caste with its penta-
gon principle of society. Their
sheer pumerical weight and their
diffusion in society itself and the
vigilante quality of much of their
action—these are no less felt in
the preacher’s study than in the
editor’s office. It is not only un-
pleasant to be called bigot. or
subversive or unpatriotic because
a prelate, or a senator, or a mem-
ber of the D. A. R. doesn't like
us, i Is downright expensive.”
Beyond such obstacles to the bal-
anced mi

to e
fer the house 30 years ago as a

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

Also, Atlorney
about every lobbying trick in the bag fo prevent the probe,
ongressmen didn't want it

certain Cs
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it are not dissimilar,
APPLICATION TO BOTH
1t was because Macaulay saw the

need for the acceptance of soclal
independent of the es-
ages of religion and
politics that he made his famous

responsibility
tabli

selves conjoined in a predicament
instead of , what is our
responsibi'ity? Certainly it lies in
the demands that the realities of

is the right to discover and report
facts. The basis of a free church is
the same, The tyranny that denies
this to cleric or newsman produces
either blindness or distortion, and
without one or the other—or both
~tyranny is impossible. This is

free press and a
free society.

ng does not rest
there. The reporting of the facts
is conditioned by the reporter.
will be selective; he will not
ways see clearly or completely;
and what he sees \ill not stand
in isolation but as f a plexus
from which it derives its signifi-
cance. [ would like 1o see a news-
paper try an experiment In selec.
tion. Print all the good news in
the first half of the paper and
the bad news in the rest. Label
each section so that Pollyanna and
Scrooge will not be depressed or
amused beyond their wish. This,
plus Tums, Alka-Seltzer, and Duz
might make a difference in the
community.

How this relates to the job of
newsgathering and reporting Is too
complex a matter for discusslon
here, but it is_pertinent to observe
that the job, however complex,
must be set within clearly under-
stood perspectives and under cer-
tain agreed criteria. Is it the public
that establishes for us our perspec.
tive and criterion? What the public
wants or needs? Each of these
presents its difficulty. What pub-
lic: the low brow, middlebrow, high
brow? The morbid, the jaded, the
uninterested, the empty mind? The
fool, the gussip, the philosopher?
What Is the common denomina
to which the news-story is beamed?
! assure you that this is as surely
the heart of the parson's preach-
Ing problem as of your own. Little
wonder 1 ask of you a sympathiz-
ing tear!

What of criteria? Are we 1o tell
the story and let it go? Does the
relating of a fact its
meaning serve the ultimate useful.
ness? And what of the value of the
fact? But who knows the mean-
ing of a fact and who will assay
its value? Truth, it is agreed, is
the meaning and value of fact.
Are newspapers to bother with

DR. E. McNEILL POTEAT

the development of adult minds
and morally sensitive spirits, we
shall repudiate any effort to limit
the free-roving soul in its quest.

Beyond this we are the arbiters
of taste, we say, you and L The
essence of the discriminating mind
is its capacity to select these ele-

dq
intellectual and spiritual appeten-
thy 1 must confess that the pulpit
been

as res as the
press has been. J do not think
that a daily rape story is neces-
sary to instruct the mind -in the
facts of sexual violence and vul-
garity. It does nothing to enliven
the sense of human decency or to
protest against such aberrant be-
havior. Perhaps once a month —
or better, once a quarter—a sum-
mary of the rape record might
supply the editor with a preach-
ment that could have social sig-
nificance. Certainly the preacher
who makes capital of sensation
rarely improves the o

tastes or deep-
ens the understanding of man’s sin-
ful nature though he may fill his
tabernacle nightly with the emo-
tionally hungry listeners.

re all economic
determinists. Perhaps in the so-
phisticated city of Boston the Chris-
tian Science Monitor can make its
way, chaste and solvent, but chas-
tity runs greater economic risks
eisewhere. And still we remember
that Boston is the home of the
Corrupt Curley as well as the
succulent cod The Chicago Tribune
is an enormously successful enter-
prise;— the common man's news
sheet where «veryone hi
neighbor gets his name in the
paper once a year! Where is the
pay off: in urbanity or rusticity?

THE FIXED PERSPECTIVE

What 1 am saying is that the
extent to which the Fourth Estate
is to meet the social responsibili-
ties Macaulay hoped it would, is
determined by the perspective
within which it sees its world and
the criteria it sets for itself, It is
100 much to hope that the
tian Science Monitor and the Chi-
cago Tribune shall see eye to
eye, but in such times of ignor-
ance as these there might be an
effort to agree within general
limits as to what the press is going
to do.

To which yqu properly say, and
what about the pulpit! Well, there
is less chance of. Protestant and
Roman Catholic perspectives and
criteria being brought together
than that the Tribune and Monitor
will merge. And yet within the
large body of Protestantism, the
ecumienical movement has fur-

hed new perspectives and new
, criteria which represent the most
vital fact in world Christianity to-
day. This is not the First Estate
talking down to the Fourth Es-
tate. The magnitude of the ecu-
menical achievement is to be ex-
plained as realization of the church-
men of nearly all the evangelical
communlons, that if the spiritual
illiteracy and hunger of a disinte-
grating and demoralized world are
1o be met by thé energies of re-
ligion, a consensus — if nof
unanimity — of perspective and
criterion had to be reached and
implemented The condition of the
world is no less apparent to the

g

rarely appreciated. But if
refuses to be eritic, and the
declines o be conscience, the mind
of our culture will grow dull and

i our civilization

i

cially and econol
matter of segregation and

ination because of color! The judg-
our- of

ment of thuse who, less than

selves accept the responsibility of
scsial an dpolitical criticism, is
unanimous and candid. The politi-
cal scientist agrees that in a free
society first and second efass eiti-
zenship because of race is inde-
fensible; th economist agrees that
the low economic status of any

p resulting from discriminaf

us that it is a status very recently
won from the pigmented peoples
and already very nearly lost to us.
AN ANOMALY

When we talk manto-man we
agree that segregation is anoma-
lous to our democracy, and soomer
or later must disappear, and that its
formal proscripticn by our great
‘astern adversary s both right
and politically shrewd. We know
that minorities will never consent
to the social and political disabil-
iti aid upon m because of
race; but we shrink from challeng-
ing the mores that confirm the
prejudices of the insecure and fal-
sif the honest wisdom of the in-
formed. What is social criticism
to say? What is the moral con-
science to say? Shall the press say
segregation is stupid and the
church say It is immoral?

We may not choose to speak, but
our silence will not solve this most
urgent of problems. The soclal
convulsions that roek the Union of
South Africa and the olitical ca-
tastrophe that is predicted, should
warn even the most reluctant that
something must be done, and soon.
The speciul committee of U. N. to
consider apartheid (segrcgation)
condemned it two weeks ago by a
vote of 41 to 2. Some day the N. C.
Press Ass'n will inelude the col-
ored members of the Fourth E:
tate in its membership. What will
the First Estate do?

1lay a great deal of i
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Perhaps, were I running a paper,
I would place under the exhortation
to remember history another say-
ing: “Remcmber thou
L™ It is not easy to confront
this somewhat fact, and
yet to stand as the critic of cul-
ture without seif-

ization of human
fallibility and ~sin—eriticism be-

and perils of a secular-humanist
soclety raised ta degrees far high-
er than the puny of our early
algebra days. We now talk about
plenary destruction with a casual.
ness thai is little short of morbid.
How shall we who have the eye
and the ear of reader and listener
bring direction to this derelict
;w::. nhuu we h:n-ln ourselves
perchance we are

also adrift> ot
To do this requires boldness. One
cannot justly accuse the pulpit and
press of cowardice beyond that of
others. The aggregate of the sheer
courage of the human family is
prodigious. Perhaps we have added
our mite-to its towering total. Ne.
vertheless we are subject to the
temptation to be silent when si-
lence is the mark of fear, and not
of restraint or poise, One may
fue whether it takes more cou
to be critical of self than to
critical of others, The former fs
# spiritual, the latter a social dis-
line. And in our times when
braggarts and slanderers, in pub-
lic office and in the market place;
when subversives who call the:
selves patrjots and hooded vigil-
antes who call themselves the
share.cropper’s shout

on the fact tkat the press must
act as the critic of eculture. It
occupies a unique position for the
simple reason that most people be-
lieve what they read in the pa-
pers. This naive e e in the
infallibility of the daily paper is
unearned and undeserved. It is one
of those sweet perversities of the
human spirit that experience does
not seem to chasten, rson
can speak profound truth and be
called a bigot or a liar; the editor
ma, write nonsense and be thought
an oracle. The magle the
printed word is fantastic.
SENSF OF HISTORY

Therefore the criticism of cul-
ture that the press must perform
is begun with an immense advan-
tage over the common mind. For
this reason it must not be irrespon-
sible or capricious, lest the eom-

on mind be exploited or misdi-
rected. Here again we encounter

*The need for perspective which, at

this point, may be called a sense
of history. The daily paper cannot
escape the subtle dilemma between
itori and continuity. The

truth? Is not that the
job? And does not the assignment
of meaning and value to facts re-
sult in slanting our stories so

sooner or later we cease report-

eye of the is the need
for an ecumenical news front as
imperati-ely felt?

ack behind the need for selec-
tivity in terms of agres upon

ing and begin And yet,
can we accept any eriterion ex.
cept truth?
EDUCATIONAL MEDIUM

We are an educational medium,
esience

fo see, interpret, relate, ai
thesize facts. The more it knows,
the more it knows it does not
know. Better then stick close to the
shares lest one founder in the great
deeps. This is the counsel of intel-
Jectual and spiritual cowardice. If
our criterion is one that results in

a
and synthesis which eonvert a fact
into truth, is the need for criti-
cism. This, to be sure. is the re-
sult of having agreed vpon criteria
of importance, taste, and sociil
significance. It cannot be too em-
phatically said that the primary
responshility of the newspaper is
fo be the critic of coitemporarv
life. The reporter digs up the stuff
of history in the stories he tells;
the editor seeks to set them — in
general — within a frame of so-
cial reference — political, econom-
i, aesthetic, sporting or whatever.

brother a partner in his business before the war.
Nevertheless, the Justice Department gave Malaxa a fa-

vorable report, putting him in a preferred position to be-

come a permanent resids

and

ruptly fhey reversed

tion pressure.

of New York,
o

because
Among these was Chairman Emmanuel Celler
who had just notified

the President that he
estigate,

Ahls man (Malaxa) reaches

places,” the New York told his

of the United States,

This recommendation, Congressman Keating told the
Judiciary Committee, was based partly on an affidavit from
Maj. Gen. Wallace Granam “building him up as a fine
fellow.”

day dulls the sense of the week,

as the week the sense of the
month. “Lat the hour be silent,"
s2id Emerson “‘that we may hear

what the century says.

1t 1 were. running a newspaper 1

should put in .he most comspicu-

place in every room the ad-
‘ Remember History”.
If this did not, from pencil to press,
suve the enterprise from irrespon.
sible reporting and capricious edi-
torial writing, I should try more
personal methods of ramming the
consclousness of history into resist-
ant or sleepy heads.

It follows I am convinced, that
fhe awareness of history which s
the basis on which all responsible
criticiom rests, comes only to those

into high o AW
col- b

leagues. “1 want to find out how high — and who his spon-

to Spain,
Miller. The President

most menacingly at the preacher
and edjior who iefy them, how bold
can wé be? lained is our
courage; how sharp is our eritl-
cism of ourselves? It may be as
venal to be silenced by a plea for
tolerance as by the denunciations
of the demagog. 1f we lose our
courage, who will speak out with
boldness against those things that
threaten our free soclety, whether
they strut or crawl, whether they
whisper or blaspheme?

FEAR AND CRITICISM

It & sorry sight when the
Chureh fears to act as conscience
and the press fears to act as critic.
When the free institutions of a
free society are thwarted by
those who do not believe in free-
dom—whether their authoritarian-
ism be a political or an ecclesias-
tical faith— conseience eriti-
clsm must not yield to fear of their
truculence or their power. At the
risk of oversimplifying the heart of
the cultural problem of our times,
1 incline to the idea that it is the
Jockeying for power of the two gi-
ant authorities that are present in
every society: the power of the
civil order (government) and the
power of the religious order
(church). They are not natural an-
tagonists in a free society. It is
only they seek to trespass
on each other or to deny to man
the exercise of his own indefeasi-

that would enslave the spirit of

Administration Pressure Stymies Probe

WASHINGTON

dent that he was going to investigate the Justice Depart-

He told Mr. Truman that be was under great pressure
to make the probe and, as a matter of courtesy, wanted
the White House to know he was proceeding. The President,
however, urged him to hold off, even promised to remove
Attorney General McGrath. .

'm going to clean this thing up,” the President
told Celler how he was appointing McGrath as

replacing him with Judge Justin
talked at some length about what
would be

sors are Dr. Graltam. I also want to find out who i on"ort” an Miller is and how
the immigration serviee wrote that report clearing Malaxa.” how
before, Dr. Graham fsced Congressiopal C1*27ed UP. (hus making Celers investigation

luences went to bt




