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A GENERAL rule, Tue Nrws does not
sxamine City and County budgets as
a8 It scrutinizes State and Federal
There are at least two reasons

en who are not Tull-
politicians and who have to bear their
share of any increased local tax rate.

3. Local spending is usually for neces-
purposes, and the results of the spending
always be checked by the taxpayer.
two factors serve as a brake on
which do not exist in the same
4n State and Federal budget-making.
the tentative City Govern-
budget of $6,943,068 handed the Coun-
today needs a closer examination. And

‘we sincerely that the new Council will
mbu‘ g look at it in the coming
hearings.

‘The present City tax rate'is $197. The
tentative budget calls for a tax rate of $2.12.
If an Increase of one cent in the park tax
and two cents in the City school supplement

are authorized—and the need is great in each
tentative tax rate rises to $2.15.

an increase of 18 cents in the tax rate

in one year!
“In normal times, such an increase might
be_justified. But we doubt that local tax-
will accept an 18-cent boost without
a since it comes at a time when the
2 demands of the Federal defense
tagation and soaring inflation have already
down their family bank accounts sharply.
past years, tentative budgets (a com-
pllation of departmental requests) have been
scaled sharply before the adoption of a final
figure. Last year, for example, the City's

A JOB FOR THE COUNCIL -

tentative budget was $6,701316, which would
have required a tax rate of $221. It was
cut to $5337,837, and the tax rate was set
at $1.97.

8o far this year, neither City Ae
countant Livingston, -City Manager-Yancey,
or any member of the Council has used his
pruning knife on the budget requests. They
will all have to do so, especially the Colmtll
which must apply to local spendi
rules of sacrifice and denial
of the Federal Government. Soi I
will doubtless be necessary if services are
to be maintained at their present level. But
any Increlu should be held to an absolute
minimum.

Tur Nrws suggests one place for the
Couneil to start. Last year the final budget
set up a total of $440,000 for street surfacing
and maintenance. That amounted to 23.51
cents of the $1.07 tax rate. The tentative
budget for next fiscal year increases that
appropriation to $585.413.28, which calls for
257 cents of the preliminary $2.12 tax rate

- figure.

If no other street money were in sight,
such a large appropriation from local funds
might be justified on the basis of need. But
the City is going to receive some State money
for streets—at least $400.000, and possibly
more. And we suspect that the taxpayers
will insist that the State money be used,
partially at least, to relieve. the local tax
rate rather than for it to be added to an
already large street paving and maintenance
program.

These e rough times on the taxpayer.
He's badgered from every side by every
agency of government. He should not be
called on for a single penny that is not
utterly essential.

LAW NEEDED FOR UTILITY STRIKES

JNCE again a temporary truce in the six-

The truce was arranged after the mayors
six cities called together for the
ime representatives of the Duke
Brotherhood, and Federal

own

of 19527 lnd lﬁ&'
i? Is this getting to be an annual affair
¢ Ahat will tieup essential public transporta.

TUNES AND TEA ROOMS

ACK in World War I there was consid-

erable agitation to suppress the playing

of German music in the U. S. Piqued at the

Kaiser, the public took it out on Beethoven.

“We have grown up some since that time

and mow look Mack on that bit of lack-

Jogie with embarrassment.

however, that the South Koreans

are having their first fling at musical patriot.

dsm and are determined that from Seoul to
Taegu there shall be no singing.

A recent decree from the South Korean
government that the singing of Japanese
songs in the restaurants and tea rooms of
l-llﬂo(!lnl(ornhl!un shall cease is

Unfortunately there is almost no native

FRAISES DES BOIS

is a category of citizenry which
‘we hereby, with no pomp, designate as
Import Snobs; we can do without them.
‘The perceptive among you will recognize
the Import Snob at sight.
or she, will watch you coyly as you
marmalade on your toast, fixing a
curious eye on you as you take your
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supposed to clioke appreciatively
“I knew it had a different

Marmalade is a favorite, but the truly
Import Snob can think up more ex-

t

4

The proof is in the performance, and“Tux
News is convinced that the time has come
for the State of North Carolina to adopt
legislation for dealing ‘with strikes in pub-
lic utilities, just as other states have done.

An employee of a vital public utility
should not have the right to shut down that
utility by striking. They are quasi-public
employees, and their responsibility for main-
taining public service at all times is just
as great as that of firemen or policemen.

Yet there should be some means of re-
dressing their legitimate grievances, and any
law on the subject must provide those means
in compensation for giving up the right to
strike.

There Is adequate time for the N. C. At
torney General's office to survey existing
State legislation and draw up a model me:
ure for presentation to the 1953 Gene: -
sembly. Gov. Scott should tell Mr. McMullan
to hop to it without further delay.

Korean music of a popular nature, since the
land has been for the past half-century under
the rule of the Japanese. Cutting out Japa-
nese music in South Korea means cutting
out music. And if any people in the world
need the lift of a lilting tune right now, the
South Koreans are that people.

Quite honestly we believe the South Koredn
government should’ re-examine its position
on popular musi€; the vision of a score or so
South Koreans sitting around glum and silent
in a tea room while their throats burst to
sing does not please us.

And beyond that, not even good old Amer-
ican chauvinism could convince us that a
few choruses of “Open the Door, Richard"
(which should-just about be getting to
Korea) are not moré destructive than a rea-
sonably melodic Oriental composition.

otic- experiences for the palate—duck from
China, coral snake meat from Guatemala,
wild rice from the lower Ganges, tea from
Ceylon.

The thing that set us thinking about the
Import Snob, however, is rather new. " It's
fraises des bois, The delicacies are picked
in the forests of France and 24 hours later
are on sale in a New York department store.
They are flown from Paris (by Air France)
and purveyed for $1 per eight ounces.

“Good news indeed for gourmets, whoever
they be (your fortunate week-end hostess or
yourself!)" gushes the department store.

Fraises des bois are wild strawberries, in

o Case an Import Snob springs them on you.

Mirror Of

100 Per

m_Busin
EN the Hous Ways % seans Com
mittee sits down to write ‘the tax bill, it
needs the wisdom of Moses. Not only must ways
found {o meet a stupendous budget. Taxes must be

applied kind nl pnuluu to draw spending pow-
er out of the infl inancial states-
manship of a high clllber is needed Political pull-

ing and hauling is what show
e latest idiocy is an lnempl to squeeze out

of the top brackets more supertax than there is

How Totalitarian
From The Saturday Evening Post

The Press

Cent Plus

taxable income. In a moment of inspired frenzy,
the House committee upped all personal income
taxes 12% %, People with Ilrle incomes already pay
89% on the bracket betw lnoooo lnd $150,000.
Add 12%%, and the rllu
Committee melnben uuxm (ha lﬂ!hmlﬁe im-
crossed of

lications and lh‘l one. But the umﬂl i
ad. Driven to the short ends of their pencils, they
resorted to the old trick ol Iwyln( the most taxes

where the votes are fewest. The country needs

a better tax

Can You Get?

ing. ‘After all, "hl';im of the teacher as to the

IN New York a public who is also
a veteran of the Pacific war, refused to join
the celebration of welcome to General MacArthur.
Hesgave as his reasons that he thought that the
genéral's program was certain to land us in World
War III and, a veteran under General Mac-
Arthur's col , he didn't care much for the
general anyway. Solemn hearings before the educa-
tional authorities were promised.

This seems pretty silly, if not downright menae-

’ Congress

From The Baltimore Evening Sun

NEFFICIENCY in the executive branch of the
Government always, when noted, touches off a
hue and cry in Congress. The House and Senate
re notably mum, however, when the shoe is on
the legislative foot, and no great notice is being
taken on Capitol Hill of the fact that”in terms of
enacted the present Congress has got
less accomplished since Jan. 3 than any Congress
in modérn times. Of the dozen major money bills
required to operate the Government after the end
of this month, only six Iu\e passed the House.

None has viued the Senaf
To be sure, the probe o the firing of Gen-

of the program seem

_pretty much in line with those of President Tru-
man, Secretary of Defense Marshall and a lot of
other people. Even if this schoolteacher were the
only man in the country to disagree Gen
MacArthur and to refuse to holler in his honor,
why is that a disqualification of him as a teacher
or why should it be anybody's business but his?

People are getting pretty hysterical these days,
but we have an idea that certain officious oﬂldll.l
are a lot more hysterical than they have to be.

Dallies

eral MacArthur and the whole re-examination of our
foreign polit tructure have undmhnduhly di-
verted attention from more prosaic business. The
fact stands that there are-only three weeks of the
current fiscal year rémaining and nol one lppropru-
tion bill for next_year has been passed an
to the White House. And nothing has been dons i m
either House on the foreign military and economic
assistance programs or on extending the ense
Production Act which is basie to our entire mobiliza-
tion pragra

Cnnfren. in short, is behind in its work and
the “great debate” can't be cited as a full excuse
for the legislative logjam.

A Bit Overstated

From The Christian Science Monitor
A LH'I'LF over two months ago President Juan
of Argentina made an announcement
hnplyml lhlt technicians for his government had

oduced controlied “thermonuclear reactions . . .
!drnuul wﬂh those whereby the sun releases atomic
energy.”

This statement was received with skepticism
by atomic scientists. Now there are reports from
South America that the physicist on whom the dic-
tator-president relied is in disrepute with his patron,
if not in danger of arrest for perpetrating a hoax.

Concurrently it happens, Mrs. Eva Peron is
quoted as extolling her husband to a delegation
of lelnne residents in Buenos Aires in these
wor

He is God for us, so much so we cannot

conceive heaven without Peron. . . . He Il our sun,
our air, our water, our life.

This, ll correctly quoted, goes a bit further
than the Panegyrics pronounced by fawning Nazis
in behalf of Adolph Hitler, but lacks at least the

fantastic volume of the adulation pound out to
Joseph Stalin on his 70th birthday in

Millions of persons will, in the l!nl phrase,
“reserve their exceptions” to the attempted deifica-
tion of a human political personality as being
not only unfactusl but in bad taste.
‘Will not this kird of encomium in the long run
;ﬂumluma“mu"amnmm‘mn

Quote, Unquote

When you write anfthing for s ttle R
about everybody knows who wrote il.

write for a big paper, in most cases, nobody hm
who wrote it. But a lot more people read it.—
Lamar (Mo,

DY

How would the United States ll.ll it if Mexico
sent us an under a

(‘l‘ul.) Times.

[ Senator Johnson Keeps Lid
On A Keg Of Political TNT
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gentle art of sitting tight and say-
ing nothing or practically nothing.
Of late some of Senator Johnson's
zouemm have beeg talking about
him with envy not unmixed with
tterness and resentment.
As chairman of the Senate Inter-
nm & Foreign Commerce Com-
Johnson has been success-
{u.lly ignoring all mnu and sugges-
uonmlm two unsavory situations
be investigated. Both A Drvolvdiite
fiuence, pull, favoritism and, in all
probability, ‘law-breaking through
secret political mtrlbuum in
large amounts. Many observers be-
lieve that a really thorough inquiry
in these two fields vtw!d produce
far greater scandals than have yet
been brought to light.

SHIPS AND PLANES

One is the shipping industry,
with the sale and resale of govern-
ment-built tankers and merchant
vessels to those with inside knowl-

doreigners, cularly Greeks,
who pay no taxes to any

Some of these ships are believed to
have been ih the smug.

ﬂhl of war materials to Commu-
Ch.ln

The second field is the airline =
industry. Persistent rumors of fa-
voritism and influence have cen-
tered about decisions of the Civil
Aeronautics Board awarding air
routes and air-mail pay — lnclud-
ing mculed subsidies — to
major airl

To get ulto !hm two situations
n-u.niculy h the pubhc interest
things. First, it

wwld nn dlurmhuunn and cour-
age at the top. Second, it would
take a staff of skilled investigators,
partictarly for shipping where 50
hidden in intricate trans.

hind-t political scramble.
This especially acute in the
Summer and Fall of 1848 in com-
pe for the route to Hawaii

CHILDS

and points beyond in the P-cmu.
On June 30 of that year North-
west Airlines got a permit for Ha-,

waii, On October 4 Pan Ammem
Airways was autho to fly the
same route,

1 believe lhn an hnnelt Ind
skilled investigation
that before lhe Pnsldtnllll elec-:
tion an agent of an airline com-:
pany paid to an agent of the Demo--
cratic party $85,000 in cash. 'nm
could be established only by a
Invel!lud.nl staff emp«-md lo

subpoena witnesses who
festify under oath. It will mmn
1y be denied with self-righteous Ln-
dignation.

Last year by a majority decision
the Civil Aeronautics Board ruled:
against the proposed merger of?
the internatiopal routes of Ameri-:
can Overseas Airlines and Pan
American. Under the law an inter--
national decision must be approved,
Ly the President before it is final,
President Truman first stamped,
the majority opinion okay and re-
turned it to the board.

BOARD OVERRULED

ut before it could be released,:
the Presidential okay was recalled’
and Truman ‘hen officially over-
ruled the CAB. Rumors about the
high-powered—and highly paid—in-,
fluence that brought this about per,
sisted in the aftermath of a politiy
cal decision reversing all the ex-,

Pan Am and W. R. Grace & Co.,
with shipping and a wide variety
of interests in South America, are

w in a legal battle over the
right to carry passeagers into New
York. Both companies charge>
monopolistic designs on the part of
the other.

If Pan American seems to ﬂzur‘
largely in this account, it is pere
haps because it is richer and more
powerful than any other company,
and because other lines were in the.
field earlier to barter bought-and.,
paid-for influence for advan
geous position, A subsequent col,
umn will describe “Operation Sub-
sidy” in the instance of another,
airline.

Next year airline franchises foe:
American companies operating in-
the Atlantic expire. Next year is a
Presidential year. Unless some acy
tion is taken, these prizes are likew
Jy to be put on the polmul auction
block in the kind of shocking bar-
ter that has.long degraded this
capital.

Take It From Mr. Ruark—

Mrs. Yogeler Is

By ROBERT

NEW YORK
ROBIBT VOGELER is sprung
from the hospital, is reason-
ably hale, considering his experi-
ences, and most of all he is here
instead of Hungary, This summary
I believe may be credited more to
his spouse than to the State De-
partment, the preu. or anything
else that pried him loose from the
Communist jail.

Lucille Vogeler is what Heming-
way calis much wom:
what known as
woman. She is European, a Bel-
gian, to be exact, and she does not
wish to wear pants, run for Con-

or seek surcease from trou-
ble on-a psychiatrist's couch.

OLD-FASHIONED TYPE

Lucille, whom I believe to be a
friend of mine, could be called an
old-fashioned woman. Her business
revolves around the menfolks. She
can weigh flattery to the la
and is awful good at inf

piece of general compe-

In so far as springing her hus-
band was conce: am sure
that Lucille Volelcr would have
murdered anyone who got in her
'ly. and I am also sure that

not have lost any sleep

over it. Hers is a type of family
loynlty that is deeply ingrained in
the European — a loyalty to the
M.d,:" the house as a symbol of

Laucille is pretty enough to make
the movies, and she has a wonder-
Mnmdhumw!ﬂlo-dmlhe

auty and she
es to laugh and plly lnd take
a little drink and eat and dance.

Much Woman

C. RUARK

But I am certalh she would have
employed the ancient art of black..
mail to put in action the forces:
that got her old man out of the
juilhouse. She is a real determined-
gal, even, as her kids say, if she
is only a Belgian. !
It is quite a family, the Vogeler |
gang. The old man has got a lot of
2ip. He met Lucille on a skiing ex:
pedition in Switzerland. He didn't |
ski hlmnel! but he knew a lnod
he saw it, and he pi
znd lhoul an hour after he mz!
She wasn't interested. She al-
ready had a feller, and she was|
mndtng most of her time on the
'l! with the staves on her
eet.

As a non-skier Vogeler was at a
disadvanta 8o
structor, kept him up all night, and
by morning was a pretty fair
schuss man. Lucille found herself
engaged along about lunchtime,
because Bob Vogeler is a real
firm fellow. He has a nice sense of
ase, 100,

PURE FRIVOLITY

The biggest kick I have had in
many a year occurred the other
night when we had the pleasure
of squiring Lucille around the town
on a bout of pure frivolity. It could
have been the first real evening of
uncomplicated fun she had enjoyed
since they shut up her husband in
Hungary. We wound up somewhers
around four o'clock with three Ha.
waiians, and even that late she
was like a kid with a new red sled,

do not suppose that Mrs. Ru-

ark and Mr. Vogeler will agree to
the deal, but if they will I would
propose to Mrs. V. tomorrow. And
even in that case I would expect
no success, because there must be
a few thousand ardent swains
ahead of me.

explained Tobey, then

illustration,”
the opportunity to tell this

u take

committee all you kmnl about trlme and the criminals

Drew Pearson’s C 2 W’ D f’ e
s rime Witness Defies Senate Committee
e o i LSBT 1 g o e T o ot
the Capone era but still one o f the nlunn s lnp tough H\ml r!pll!d sharply.
guys, snarled defiance at the Sena ttee the T still resent the line of questioning,” grumbled “The

that'are carrying on illegal business in our country?*

other day in what was pre ly m most nhockhu show
of mtmvl in Senate his

The Chicago hoodlum was summoned ..behind closed

doors after du:kin. - Senate_subpoena for six months,

However, he showed same lack of respect for the law-

Camel”.

Family Causes Of Crime
'Yoummtnhdudlwmumvt T can tell you

“You heard my statement” snarled Humphrey, re.
ferring to his opening, statement to the committee that he
‘wouldn't answer questions that might incriminate him.

Persistent Tobey -

W TRUDER AT DAWN

for they quit the feeding station:in a quick

e At e T o for law enforcers all his life. that,” snapped the Wyoming ey i W=
mlr;::nd ﬂm: to the safety of the tree tops. With a sneer on his lips, he snapped back at the Senators to find out something about yuur life. We are “[ it, isn't it our duty to divulge these things
squirrel sidled closer, cautiously alert, . byt refused to answer their qu not going to solve this problem we get to the very and give all the information we can, so we can make a
to fix until his nose was smack against the screen, “You know, the longer you fellows work, the e- dm in ﬂu Uu!hd States.” decent Am!rk-l"‘ with evangelical fervor.

better
we understand what our rights are.” taunted the man whd the impression that I am a
Chicago sarcastically.

to say, “Nice morning, isn't it? But what is rated among the Big 5 of underworld and a-lmhul. is nm rum" mﬂd Humphrey those speeches before.“ Humphrey snarled contemptuously,
are you doing here this of day?" who used to be Al Capone's finance officer. “I refusd to the question because it might “l-mmkh( m again,” Tol
if to explain, the intruder reached Finally Wyoming's m-d.ly—rlud Sen. Lester Hunt incriminate me,” Hunt mocked ‘mobster’s te “Yes, llnl,"rdllped the hoodlum.

got en: al Hus .,
= ough imphrey’s insolence.

Hunt's plumu
ing mlmphrq about

a8 question; his eriminal
o lxlndin( his. dlqu school

past, or to explain his income tax returns which the “com-

e e in tangling With  Littee read into the secret Thege returns showed

"l‘h
New Hmpluru Godluﬂu Sen. Gurlq Tobey.

the tree, chattering louder than ever. The “I could answer growled the mobster, “but I o that Humphrey reported a “miscellaneous™ income of $45,+
birds were quiet, and there was no motion &7 £Sing to refuse to an -nmr because I think you'are ask- NS S8 Shink you could open up and tell us &B 000, both in 1948 and 1940
save the creeping of the sun across the grass. g 5 vl o However, Humphrey my noi only face a contempt
* fle ata slowly. Men are better cooks thas “What is your dluhtzrl first name?” Hunt inquired e “lm‘t_‘thn your opinion?” smeered the mobster. “I's citation but also a perjury For he denied the kid-
women anyway, he mused. And he made a “I don't see whers my aughter has saything to do “With Al thiscrime busives that e ging on in i . .“.‘,:‘.'x;'l'{ L?‘:«:Rg":;om' e et
mental note to do it again sometime. this hearing." snapped “The Camel”. cago and across the nation, don' mnkywwmw actually forced to pay taxes ansom. This was
And then he left the house quietly, con- _'ltkmlormwp-enmwuqmm-ux humlllmknv'lbwllhlmm during the mm-um.tbronu«he'ulac.pou
:“m“hw':':.mm ﬁmmmt. If you don't care to answer, just say nmllr\vw?? tl'h:t i .:.m-_ mm?&muc‘m.“qlﬂn‘n:ﬁ,mm;‘
ample explanation interruption “Would you like to “Don’ think 28 clean as any got out after only eighteen months, but
it have people asking questions about city? Are you insinua that our city is not his performance before the Senate Crime Committes s
n-l‘ MM& your family?” Humphrey flung back. clean?” blurted N almost sure to land him back in jail again.



