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A SUGGESTION FOR SIX MAYORS

Wml a few hours after the mayors' of
x Carolina cities assembled Wednes-
day night to try to avert a bus strike in
their cities, it became apparent that their
negotiations would bog down over one trou-
blesome issue—wages.

‘The Duke Power Company had offered its
drivers and mechanics an increase of five
cents an hour—the same increase that the
drivers In Greensboro and Durham, repre-
sented by the Amalgamated union, had ac-
cepted last December.

‘The Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen,
which represents the drivers and mechanics
. In Greenville and Spartanburg, S. C., and
Charlotte, Salisbury, High Point, and Win-
+ ston-Salem, N. C., asked a ten per cent in-
| crease. That would average about 135 cents
an hour.

‘There were other important differences,

to be sure, but they could probably have
resolved had wages been agreed
upon.

. e

ince it was the wage Issue that stalled

the desperate last . minute negotiations,
we assume that there is little chance of re-
storing normal service until the wage ques-
tion Is resolved. Hence it becomes important
1o bring the company and the union together
on this point as quickly as possible.

The Duke Power Co. must look af wages
from several points of view:

1. Its ability to pay. This is governed by
earnings from the bus systems and earnings,
in turn, are governed by the volume of busi-
mess and the scale of fares. Duke professes
to be losing money from its bus operations.

2. The wages pald employees in its electric
and gas operations, and throughout Its cor-
porate siructure. Although these are distinct

entities, the company cannot but con-
the effect on the mdrale of its other

4. The reaction of members of the Amal-
gamated union, who have already accepted
the five cents an hour increase. It is quite
apparent that the Brotherhood would like to
get more for its members than the Amalga-
mated negotiators obtained. It is also quite
obvious that Duke does not wish to become
an instrument in this jurisdictional warfare.

The Brotherhood's position on the wage

living. They think they deserve more money.
And they have shown by this strike that they
are determined to get more money.

CLASH IN IRAN?

week Gen. Omar Bradley told a Con-
-& gressional committee that Russia may be
ready to start a new aggression in Iran by
sending troops into that fabulously-rich but
miserystricken Middle East nation. Yester-
day the British indicated that they might
take the initiative and send troops in first—
 thus shifting the legal charge of aggression.
- Several weeks ago the British, as the crisis
ever the nationalization of the Anglo-Iranian
0il Co. came to a head, called up their Six-
teenth Parachute Brigade and put it on 2
| 48-hour alert.

This week they sent the Brigade—4.000
‘men—to the Mediterranean island of Cyprus,
within a few flying hours distance of the oil-
fields of Iran.

Post haste a Soviet spokesman—Ambassa-
dor Gregory Pushkin—announced that Russia
will “resist” injection of foreign troops into
the Tranian crisis. And this despite the
“promise” of the Soviet Ambassador to Iran,

rom The Richmond s-Dispatch

Hnw. then. can the two be brought togeth-
er on the wage issue?

On Wednesday night the Company reject-
ed a factfinding procedure, on the grounds
that it was extra-legal and hence powerless
to produce the extra revenue needed to meet
any recommendations it might make. The
Brotherhood accepted fact-finding.

The Brotherhood, in turn, Yejected arbitra-
tion outright, and the Company accepted it
only if it were carried out by the utility com-
missions of North and South Carolina

Somewhere between these two extremes of
unofficial fact-finding and arbitration by the
utility commissions there should be a middle-
ground that would enable the six Mayors to
discharge their obligation to the public. and
do 30 in such a way that the interests of the
company, the union. and the public wowld be
simultaneously protected
Smu the big problem is wages, the Mayors

should set about determining a fair com-
pensation for bus drivers. Without consulting
either the company or the union, the Mayors
should take the initiative and urge Governors
Scott and Byrnes to appoint a joint fact-find-
Ing committee to consider wages and allied
compensation benefits aloff®, excluding any
other points in controversy.

Such a committee should include members
of the Utility Commissions. since any wage
Increase may necessitate a higher fare It
should include representatives of the two
State Departments of Labor. who would have

cess to and knowledge about the wealth
of statistical information on wages and hours
for various occupations throughout this area
and elsewhere in the nation. It might in-
clude others. if the Governors deem it wise.

The function of this committee would be
fo fix a fair wage for bus drivers and me-
chanies.

As soon as the committee was appointed,
the mayors would then be in a position o
call company and union representatives back
together, tell them what had been done with-
out consulting them. and demand that service
be restored under the 5-cent increase already
awarded the Amalgamated union pending a
report of the committee. The Brotherhood
could hardly afford to resist the demand,
since public opinion behind it would be so
strong that it would support the use of
policemen, if necessary, to operate the
busses.

Nelmer side would be bound o accept the
figure fixed by the wage factfinding
committee. The company would not be forced
to pay the recommended scale, and the union
would be free to strike again if it didn't like
the recommended figure. Both would be
under strong obligation to do so, however.

It would also give the bewildered public
some yardstick for measuring the current dis-
ite, and it would solidify publie opinion
behind what should be the basic considera-
tion in all disputes between the managers of
public utilities and their employees, i e,
continuation of the vital public service with-
out interruption. -

Sadchikov, that the USSR would not send
troops into northern Iran even if the British
landed in the south.

Indications are that there will be a full-
scale clash in Iran if the British Sixteenth
Brigade lands to prevent Iranian seizure of
the British-owned oil fields—not just a clash
between the British and members of Iran's
Tudeh (Communist) Party, but a clash be-
tween soldiers of Britain and the USSR.

Doubfless the British view the sending of
troops to lIran. if they are serious, as a cal-
culated risk—hoping that Sadchikov rather
than Pushkin has the word from the Krem-
lin. Or they may feel that now is the time
1o call Russia’s hand.

However, in view of the possible conse-
quences of such action. the British would be
wise to (1) withdraw the Sixteenth Brigade
from Cyprus or (2) prepare for a fight with
the Russians in Iran.

PROBLEMS OF MACARTHUR NORFOLK VISIT

ENERAL DOUGLAS MacARTHUR has
said he would visit his mother's birth-
place in Norfolk next month. and Norfolk is
awakening to the shocked realization that
the old gmansion s now a forlorn wreck. It
‘was in a fashionable residential section when
‘Mary Pinckney Hardy was born there before
the Civil War and when she was married
there in the seventies to General MacArthur's
father, but it has the outward aspect today
of an abandoned warehouse. It is roofless
and windowless, and has large white signs
painted on its sides
Pictures of the mansion at the turn of the
eentury show it to have been handsome and
commodious, three stories high with a white.
picket fence in front. Known as “Riveredge”,
it was acquired in 1846 by Thomas Asbury
Hardy, father of General Douglas Mac-
Arthur's mother. It commanded “a fine view
©of the harbor and of the spires of Norfolk
and Portsmouth,” and had its own lawn
and trees and a terraced slope to the river.
The question that is now troubling Nor-
folk s whether to try to lidy up the place
@ bit before the generai comes. Not much
ean be done with so gruesome a wreck, but

-

at least the premises might be cleaned up
and the weeds cut down

Another problem for the Norfolkians re-
volves about the report that there are city
officials in the town who, “having no love
for General MacArthur. have no particular
desire to go 1o any trouble or expense for
his welcome and entertainment ™

One assumes. with the Norfolk Virguiian
Pidot that this is only a temporary mood on
the part of these officials. and that they will
realize the importance of giving so distin-
suished an American the welcome he de-
serves. Anything less would be hardly short
of scandalous, and wholly out of keeping
with Norfolk's reputation for hospitality

The matter of the decaying Hardy man-
sion is something else again. If the general
is prepared for its sad state of dilapidation,
he may not be too greatly shocked on see-
ing it. At the same time. the good burghers
of Norfolk will doubtiess want to consider
simple and economical ways of making the
place more presentable In any event. it is
important that somebody tell the general, if
he doesn't already know it. that the.ancestral
home of his mother is a ghastly skeleton,
thanks to the ravages of time, fire and
neighborhood deterioration.

Driving A Little Hole Here And A Little Hole There

News From The Capital

Smith Supports McCarran Position

By TOM SCHLESINGER
Charlotte News Special Writer
WASHINGTON
GENATOR Pat MecCarran (D Nev) has found
) a champion in Senator Willis Smith in his
fight to block the bill to exempt the Nimitz Com-
mission from the conflict-of-interests law.

The situation deals with the special commission
appointed by President Truman, headed by Admiral
Chester W. Nimitz, to study laws, practices and

edures “concerning the protection of the na-
tion against treason, espionage, sabotage and other
subversive activities.”

In the wake of the resignation of the Fleet
Admiral and seven other loyalty commission mem-
bers, not accepted by the President, the Adminis-
tration has pressed for a measure which would
exempt the group from the law which the resign-
ing body said “would hamper its usefulness.”

The law, which everyone agrees is an excel-
lent one, forbids Federal employees from engaging
in business with the Government and from repre-
senting private clients against the Government for
a period of two years after they leave Federal em-
ploy.

However, Congress, as in the case of the Hoov.
er C has
The House, in this case, approved the exception of
the Nimitz Commission without debate. But the bull
has been stymied for weeks by the Senate commut-
tee headed by McCarran.

IS delaying sction has the full approval of
Senator Smith, the only freshman member of
the committee. “I see no reason for altering the
statute for this case.” the lawmaker declared.
“There are hundreds of thousands of businessmen
and other capable citizens who could fill these jobs
without ¢l law."

Announcing himself completely in accord with
McCarran, he asserted that “the law should be
either repealed in toto or observed in full

Meanwhile, the House Judiciary Committee
has been trying some parliamentary stratagem this
week to “McCarran-proof” the legislation which 13
tyng_the hands of the Nimitz Committee

For the second time, the group reported out—
unanimously—a bill which would exempt the com-
nussion members from the Federal prohibition.
It added it as an amendment to a bill which the
already passed, to exempt Robert T.
. a Washington attorney, from the same

This move—if successful—would bypass the
McCarran Committee. However, observers give it
little chance. It faces two major Senate obstacles,
if it passes the House: the opposition of McCarran
and very likely that of the Senate Rules Committee.

Senator Hoey said he believed the law wasn't
intended 1o prevent private citizens from taking
temporary positions with the government, adding
he favored making the usual exemption in the
case of the Nimitz Commission

HE_Senate Committee on Expenditures in the

Executive Departments has reported “wide
disagreement” between various, agencies on pro-

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

to ganize the Agricul

along lines suggested by the Hoover Commission.

North Carolinian Lindsay C. Warren, highly
regarded for his economic measures as head of the
General Accounting Office, had a few words of
wisdom for the committeemen in his testimony. The
bill would “effect some savings,” he declared, but
that “real economy” would come only when govern-
ment functions no longer needed are “weeded out.”

OTH North Carolina Senators are not unaware of
the connections between the meat rollback
and the cotton ceilings.

They admit that there is no great public con-
sumer interest in the raw cotton ceiling price. And
many Southern Senators are saying privately that
some benefits could come if meat controls w
killed and the whole price program weakened.

Capitol Hill reporters say that the cotton-state
Senators and the livestock-producing Senators from
the Southwest and West are already in the farm
bloc alliance working to defeat the extension of the
central price authority.

is is true, then the thirteén cotton states
and the twenty livestock states would have half the
Senate to start with, and could probably pick up
enough anti-price-control sentiment from the other
states to put over any program it decides upon.

OTH North Carolina Senators came through on

the India grain legislation, favoring to put

the $190 million program on a straight loan basis.

Originally the Administration had asked that the
grain be sent on a straight loan basis.

Senator Hoey, who presided during a portion
of the debate, was instrumental in knocking out
one amendment which was proposed by New Hamp-
shire’s Senator Styles Bridges (R). Bridges wanted
10 require India to include “substantial quantities”
of monazite alone in strategic materials as partial
repayment.

The senior Tar Heel Senator was quick fo
point out that North Carolina has “an inexhaustible
supply of monazite. The mines can be worked con-
tinuously, but, of course, whenever there are de-
‘mands for it, monazite can be shipped in from other
countries cheaper than we can produce it in North
Carolina." .

He added thst “with any sort of incentive,
monazite can be produced by the mines of North
Carolina in sufficient amounts to meet all the needs
of this country.”

However, the New Hampshire Republican final-
Iy made his pount when his amendment which pro-
vided that India include both “manganize and mona-
zite” among the strategic materials sent in partial
payment was accepted by a voice vom.

YOU wouldn't know it. but Senlte Democratic

leaders have called for a speedup of all “must”
legislation to permit Congress to take a two-month
recess from about August 1 to October 1.

In effect. the leaders have proposed a year-
around session of Congress, with tme out for late
Summer, in lieu of the July 31 adjournment goal of
the Congressional Reorganization plan.

Low Repute Of Hi;h Court
Due To Truman Appointments
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The final step up to the highest
court that d have meant so
much both to Judge Hand and to

third, Tom C. Clark, was named
Attorney General by the President
in 1045 and then moved on to the
court.

Thus they all come from Tru-
man’s circle of former associates
and friends. Minton had eight
years of experience as a judge of
the Federal Court of Appeals for
Seventh Circuit. Vinson served for
five years on the Circuit Court of
:pp(l].l for the District of Colum-

ia

McGRATH IN LINE

According to a
the President has
next vacancy to Attorney General
Howard McGrath. th is a

oman Catholic and there is now
no member of that faith on the
court.

Some observers believe that a
incy will occur within the next
twelve months. One of the justices
expressed interest not long ago in
retiring. 1f McGrath were ap-
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no written opinion from the §

ices.

Justice Clark had disqualified
himself since the case was in the
Department of Justice while he
was Attorney General. That, inci-
dentally, is one handicap in hav.
ing a former Attorney General on
the bench, since he is certain to
have been connected with many
cases coming before the court,
leaving only eight justices to pass
on major issues with the likeli-
hood of frequent deadlocks.

Of the eight in the Dorothy
Bailey case four felt 5o strongly
that they took advantage of a re-
lated case to write separate opine
ions on the rights of the individ-
ual under the Government's loyal-
ty program. has again
and again been narrowly split in
important cases.

There’s More To A Teacher
Than Her Work In The Class

By ROBERT C. RUARK

NEW YORK

TH’E LITTLE Red Schoolhouse
has sagged another notch in

the formation of American char-
acter. We just had a vote by the
High School Teachers Assn. here
that sounds dreadfully like the

-0

ers ref
perform any task in or out of the

classroom  beyon e minimum
requirements of “safety and de-
ncy.”

We quote some more: *. . . the
association’s board of delegates
also banned participation on any
committee related to departmental
or school work. . .They resolved
o adopt a policy of passive re-

foo much, an ill that still afflicts
him.

If 1 ever loved a woman deeply;
even at the age of 12. it was Miss
Carrie Mae Knight. She was sort
of pretty-ugly, with red hair and
green eyes. When she crossed her
knees, pink bloomers occasionally

a class ‘that included
Shepherd who was about a year
older than Carrie.

I suppose Miss Knight made
some 80 bucks a month for the
eight months she taught. But she
knew each kid and each kid's par-
ent intimately. She read lo us for
an hour a day. for fun magnificent
stories that took us all away from
the drear demands of long divi-
sion and Ibefore.E it

sistance, and non - coop
should school officials resort to
coercion, legality or official direc-
tives."

Since April of 1950 teachers
have refused to play in outside ac-
tivities, such as athletics and
stff. but this is the first time
the official stopper has dropped on
nose-wip! inside the classroom.
Naturally salaries are involved,
and let’s say right here that most
teachers in most places are woe-
fully underpaid. But aiso that I
hate the way they are forcing a
few extra bucks.

Flashing back to the dear, dead
youth, I recall I might be a crim-
inal today except for the good of-
fices of a Miss Carrie Mae Knigh
married name unknown. Miss
Knight, who then could have been
at least 20 years old, presided
over a Tth grade class that con-
tained the most ornery collection
of junior hoodlums at large.
cluding your agent here, who once
was placed in solitary for talking

She was the coach of the baseball
team, and one time, when the left
end got knocked silly in a football
game, she filled in capably. She
also was good at kissing games.

As a moral force she objected
to our nude bathing in a nearby
creek because it forbade co-educa-
tional refreshment at recess. She
suggested we wear bathing suits
50 the girls could play, too, and
christened the swimming hole by
playing hooky herself, to lead the
way for the female students. We
did not delve too deeply that day
into the problems of American his-
tory. It was being made for us in
the crick. Some call it creek.

Miss Knight spent a great deal
more time outside the class than
in it in her attempt to civilize us,
but currycomb us she did. and
when she busted herself up in an
airplane later on she got more sin-
cere attention from her pimply
graduates than was ever com-
manded by Mr. Robert Hutchins,

Democrats Seek Acheson’s Successor

WASHINGTON
GROUP within the Cabinet and the State Dept. policy
committee are working backstage with the Democratic

National Committee to fin ccessor for Dean Acheson.

They regard their job as two-fold: 1. To convince the

President he ought to let Acheson go for the good of the

country and party; 2. To find a man, so acceptable that

HST will buy.

One leader of this group is Secretary of the Interior
Oscar Chapman. and this was a main topic for discussion
behind closed doors at the Denver Democralic powwow.
The formula this group has in mind as Acheson’s suc-
cessor is: 2 3 minded
\igorous, healthy, and with Congressional experience.

Secretary Chapman, who will deny this vigorously 1f
aquestioned, even sounded out one possible candidate be-
fore going to Denver.

GOP’s Best Target
T IS no accident that Republican Senators launch a
barrage against Dean Acheson at least once a week,
interspersed with predictions that he is about to be fired.
For the Republicans have found: 1. Thats Acheson Is
one of their best political assets; and 2. They are shrewd
enough to know that the more they jump on him, the
longer Truman will freeze him into office
It sounds incredible, but it is almost axiomatic in the
Truman Administration that when you criticize a public
official too vigorously, you arouse Harry Truman's fighting
instincts and insure that he will stay on indefinitely. That's
what happened when I went after Gen. Harry Vaugha
Inside fact is that Acheson had told the President last
year that he wanted to retire. There was even talk that
he would step out around Jan. 1. But MacArthur's tragic
reversal in North Korea occurred in November-December,

followed by British Prime Minister Attlee's hurried trip
to Washington.

After this crisis had cooled, it again looked as if
Acheson were ready to retire. But suddenly the Mac
Arthur debate burst loose.

And by now the Republicans realize that be is their
best political target and they are determined to keep ham-
mering at him- first, because it pays political dividends;
second, because 1U's the hest way to make sure that Harry
Truman keeps their poliical target on target.

Once the President removes that target from the
political horizon. there will be wailing and gnashing of
teeth inside the GOP.

Taft Vs. lke
HE bitter feud between the pro-Taft and pro-Eisenhower
factions inside the Republican Party so far has been
carefully concealed. However, the current struggle for
convention delegates will soon force both factions out into
the open.

The fight for Texas' 37 delegates to the Republican
convention is typical of the undercover contest between the
friends of Taft and Ike, which is taking place in practically
every state of the union.

Eisenhower spokesman in Texas is Houston's wealthy
oilman, H. J “Jack” Porter, a long-time personal friend of
Tke's and a big contributor to the GOP. Porter has been
quietly lining up delegates and 1s in frequent touch with
Pennsylvanua's astute Sen. Jim Duff, unofficial captain of
the pro-Eisenhower forces

In recent weeks, however. Porter's welllaid plans
have been thrown out of gear by Republican National Com-
mitteeman Henry Zwiefel of Fort Worth, who is passing
out word that he's supporting Ike, and that he, not Porter,
has been selected to round up Ei support.

The conflict between Porter and Zwiefel has thrown
confusion into Republican ranks and plays into the hands
of the proTaft Republicans. Furthermore, what only a
handful of top Republicans know is that Zwiefel s secretly
committed to support Taft. He made this definite com-
mitment on Jan. 25 when he was in Washington for a
meeting of the Republican National Committee.

North Korean Prisoners

l'rs a regrettable but inescapable fact that friction 8
increasing between Korean President Syngman

and Gen. Matt Ridgway.

Latest friction has been Rhee's nagging at Ridgway
to free 35,000 North Korean prisoners of war to join the
South Korean army and to help with the Spring farming
in Sauth Korea. These prisoners have screened by
a South Korean inspection team, appointed by Minister
of Defense Lee Kee Bung. who reported that of the 144,000
North Koreans in UN prison camps, 35,000 have either
reformed or were not Communists in the first place.

However, the American ground forces commander
Korea, Lt. Gen. James Van Fleet, rejected the report and
refused to release a single North Korean. Van Fleet
warned that he did not trust the North Koreans, that
if 35,000 were released, the allies may have to capture
them all over again. He was backed up in his decision by
General Ridgway

President Rhee replied that the 35,000 had been care-
fully_screened, that most of them had been forced into
the North Korean army by Communist officials.
argued that they were sorely needed on South Korean
farms, and offered to spy on them secretly while they
worked to make sure they were ioyal.

Nevertheless. Ridgway refused to take any chances
on freeing North Koreans who might return to Light
against our troops again.




