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INTRIGUE IN PRAGUE

HE stories from Ciechoslovakia this

week sounded as if they might have been
written by E. Phillips Oppenheim, that old
master of European intrigue.
© To hear the rumors you would think that
at Jeast half the population of ancient, stony
Prague 15 skulking over the cobblestones
with cloak and dagger.

There was the story of the strong man
under house srrest behind the ramparts of
Kolodeje Castle—President Klement Gott-
wald

Another story told of the wartime hero,
fallen from grace in the eyes of Moscow, shot
“while trying to escape’—Foreign Minister
Viado Clementis

The rumors sald that a high government
official was confined 1o his apartment in
Prague, guarded by secret police—Premier
Antonin Zapotocks.

We heard of “four higzh police officials”,
said to be plotting overthrow of the govern:
ment, arrested—the men have not been
identified

To make it a perfect thriller, there was
even the widow of the resistance hero and
the political secretary, engaged in an illicit
lave affair, who were cast into separate jail
cells—Mrs. Marie Svermova, former Party
Deputy Secretary-General, and Otto Sling,
former Party Political Secretary for the
Brno region.

. e

T WAS a good story, but the truth of all

of it was not certain. Prague denies that
Gottwald and Zapotocky are under arrest
and, while adinitting that Clementis is under
arrest with Mrs. Svermova, Sling and a few
lesser figures, Prague asserts that Clementis
is still alive

Most of the rumors come from the Special
Committee of Froe Czechoslovakia, political
exiles from the Moscow-dominated Central
European nation. Whether they're true—
whother Gottwald and Zapotocky are under
arrest or whether Clementis is dead—re-
mains_to be seen
Nonetheless, there are purges under way
in Crechoslovakia Almost 170000 members

of the Communist Party in Crechoslovakia
have been dropped from the rolls. The ob-

by the Comintern and less dlr«uy by Mos-

(Iumnhl is accused of “Titoism™ and so
are those arrested with him. That there are
other “Titoists” in Crechoslovakia is certain
That *Titoism” is a creeping paralysis in the
Soviet satellite system also appears prob-
able; as witness the execution of Deputy
Premier Traicho Kostov in Bulgaria in 1049,
the execution of Minister of Interior Laszybo
Rajik in Hungary in the same year, the ‘ex-
ecution of Lt Gen. Koci Xoxe in Albania in
1940 for. trying to link Albania_with Tito's
Yugoslavia. the purge and disappearance of

. Vice Premier Wiadislaw W Gomulks in Po-
land and the mysterious vanishing of Gen
Markos Vafiades, Greek guerrilla leader. in
1948

Purges on a larger scale are also taking
place in the Balkans. Hungary has announced
that it has dropped 190,000 from its Com.
munist Party rofls in recent months. Ro-
mania has dropped 192,000, Bulgaria
bounced 92500. Poland lopped off 200,000,
Albania purges members at the drop of &
syllable.

The Russiarls are bending every effort to
strengthen their hold on the Balkans. That
%0 much effort is necessary, that so much fear
is evident, indicates that there is more than
minor opposition to Russian domination, that
the West still has a chance in the Balkans.

P

HESE events, particularly the series of
incidents in Czechoslovakia, underscore
Secretary Acheson's comments last month
on the necessity for encouraging national-
ism among the Soviet satellites. Nationalism
is and has been a thorn in the side of the

as a recent Czech spokesman put it, “
(for) the Soviet Union, the Communist Party
of Bolsheviks and Comrade Stalin” there
need be no fear in the Kremlin.

But let one man treasure the old flag, let
one woman hum the old n#tional anthem
while she works, let one writer glorify the
history of the state—then you have seeds
of rebellion.

These seeds are obviously sprouting today
the Balkans. Are we prepared

Jective, app: y, isto ge “Titoism"
“-a_ nationalistic orientation toward the
western powers as opposed to dominance

to help them grow, to protect them from
the Iron heel of international Communism?

STARTING PLACE FOR ECONOMY

HE other day a top writer for the Wall

Street Journal, Alan Otten, asked this
question: “Will Congress make any real cuts
in President Truman's $71 billion budget for
the coming fiscal year™ And he dnswered
“Probably not™.

That may seem to be a strange reply in
view of the loud and fervent protestations
in favor of economy that echo through the
halls of the Capitol these days. Mr Otten,
however, is an astute observer of the national
scene, and he knows from experience that

many Congressmen preach economy but
refuse to practice it. A few examples
Rep. Dempsey (D-New Mex) wrote his

constituents!

1 will vote {or any appropriation neces
sary for the defense of the country, 1don't
believe anyone wants to quibble now about
dollars if we are convinced the money is
necessary for national defense But 1 be
lieve there are some phrn where this fat
budget can be red: ntend to use
this yardstick If it will e
fort. ) am for it 1 it w

y necessary for t

Vermejo irrigation

Both are in Mr Dempsey's
The new Se
n a news letter
ed that

riet
4. Mr But.
1q his constituents, de-
President an’s  budget
programs
—it should
¥ new (axes are voled™
Fine. But in the same news letter, Senator
Butier noted that the Hawkinsy ammunition
pier in Baltimore had been destroyed by
fire, and that the Baitimore City Council -
had asked for Federal aid in rebuilding it
Mr. Butler told the voters that his “first
act on the Senate floor was to call attention
to this situation” and that on his motion,

ator from Mar

From The Manchester Guardian

the plea for help went to the Appropriations
Committee for action.

Mr. Butler also sent out another bulletin,
telling voters that the outpatient clinic in
the Baltimore Customs House would not be
closed after all, but that it may even be
expanded after the new fiscal year opens.
He gave the credit to the entire Maryland
delegation “which jumped into the fight as
soon as notice was given of the impending
action® In other words, saving money is a
good idea just so long as Baltimore doesnt
lose any

Rep. Rankin of Mississippi, outspoken

enemy of various foreign aid bills, was
highly displeased when President Truman
cut out 16000 new veterans' hospital beds
authorized by Congress, and twice pushed
bills through the House to force the Admin-
istration to build the hospitals. Two of them
were in his own district.
__Sepator McClellan of Arkansas is an econ-
omy advocate. He is also a former president
of the National Rivers & Harbors Congress.
Last year when Senator Douglas waged his
fallant fight to trim the fat out of the
gigantic Rivers & Harbors bill, Mr. McClel-
lan was his most bitter opponent

And 50 it goes. as Mr. Otten says

“Southerners favor big soil conservation
and other farm appropriations. Men from
the states want
for maritime activities. Westerners want
Federal aid for their mines and new Fed-
eral reclamation and power projects. Prac.
tically every Congressman works on the as.
sumption that the money is pouring out, and
his district might as well get as much as it
can
There is a way to change this attitude, of

course. Most members of Congress stay
under terrific pressure {rom the groups back
home (and Chambers of Commerce are fre-
quently in the vanguard) who are seeking
Federal projects. Until there is a ground-
swell for economy from the millions of
American taxpayers, Congressmen are not
likely to cotton to the idea that economy,
like charity, begins at home.

PRODIGAL USE OF POWER

A SPECIAL correspondent of the New
York Times has sent to his newspaper a
short account of a patrol action south of
Seoul. “It suddenly struck the commander,”
he says, “that Seoul was just within tank
range.” So orders were given for two tanks
fo fire fifteen rounds each into the city.
The orders were delayed by an amateur
radio operator in Seattle, 5000 miles away,
mhhmlm-n&on the same wire-
less frequency. But after a delay the shells
‘what?

were At
just at Seoul; 2 sizable target
m-y thousand civilians but
"N the

and nowhere in the village have they buried
the ﬂnd because there is nobody left to
o The inhabitants throughout the
wlhn and in the fields were caught lnd
killed and kept the exact posture
when the napalm struck—a man about to gn
on his.bicycle, 50 boys and girls playing in
ln o a housewife strangely un-
marked boldmg ln her hand a page torn
from a catalogue.
He- reports INBE fheck Mkt Dave Dosm
almost 200 dead in the village. He does not

mention that there was a Chinese or North

Taft Could
Force lke’s

oppose Sen.
A. Taft are now to all inten
wholly united behind
Eisenhower. What is more, |Io
broad outlines of the Ry

drafting Eisenhower afe llreldy
pretty well established.
The key figure in the . draft-

Eisenhower movement Is likely to
be Sen. James Duff of Pennsyl-
vania rather than Gov. Thomas E:
Dewey of New York. Dewey is of
course publicly on record for Eis-
enhower. Yel Dewey is not per.
sonally close to Ejsenhower; Dew-
ey has inevitably made innumer-
able enemies in the national Re-
publican Party; and these enemies
equally inevitably suspect him,
however unjustly, of using Eisen-
hower as a stalking horse. .Duff
suffers from none of these dis-
abilities

Duff is approaching seventy, and
he has no Presidential ambitions.
An internationally minded, liberal
Republican, he is close to Eisen-
hower, both personally and in his
political thinking. He has made
few enemies nationally. Since his
crushing defeat of the Grundy
Inrru he - will control Pennsyl-
key delegation at the con-

Crisis In The Postal Department

- European Anﬂ
Part Of Plot?

By MARQUIS CHILDS

3
7
H

i
ey
fﬂg
>[; :
il

|
|

g=f
[7
s%%;ﬁ

i
%Eggifeé‘%

3R BaER
il

i
2!

£
il

2 i?
s
i
£

gi

it
£

il

=3
i
f‘i'
ToE
321.5
eigf
kS
E g

g
i
g

PES
:
:
H
5E.

£,
i

H

g

2

M-
g2
ii

(=3
2R
3]

s
i
it
iifs

;

vention. Finally. he i allout for
Elnnl\nw"'l nominatiol

is a sort nl political
luldulm\r and the anti-Taft and
pro-Eisenhower forces are al-

Collected By Bill Sharpe

ready coalescing around him, in an
informal alliance. The immediate
object of this alliance is to per-
form a sort of holding operation—
1o prevent the Taft forces from
capturing the nomination in ad-
vance during the coming year

The great anti-Taft redoubts, the
states of New York, Pennsylvani
and California (which Gov. Earl
Warren will hold against Taft) are
counted on chiefly for this purpose.
With these states, and others on
the Easi and West coast acting as
anti-Taft makeweights. the next
twelve months will be devoted to
quiet fence-building for Eisenhow-
er.

Then, according to the dream
of the Eisenhower men, Eisen-
hower will return next Spring, his
great mission of organizing the de-
fense of Europe achieved An
Eisenhower boom, with Duff its
chief spokesman and ofganizer,
will get under way. His name will
be filed in Republican primaries
in such states as Nabraska and
Wisconsin, where consent of the

and may get

Deep Freeze

zen, being thawed

Inflation Again
(Greensboro Daily News)

The gardening season is just around the corner
—a short corner at that.

Harold Nau, assistant farm agent, had a few
words on the. subject yesterday:

“If you're undecided about how much garden-
ing to do, add up your grocery bills. They're terrific,

N 8 the falher of twins, and knows whereol
he speaks regarding grocery

(Harold Booker, Camden Chronicle)

A story in the State last Friday morning from
Chicago told of a woman, who had been found fro-
out by astonished physieians.
Jull about the time World War II broke out there

bhuman bein nd leaving them frozen for a time

nngwuuu them. The belief was expressed
that this might effect a cure for cancer and other
diseases. It seems that experiments had been made
on animals and that diseases in them had been cured

TURPENTINE DRIPPINGS

dead. His nagging wife mourned his loss—and the
fact that she had mobody left to badger.
A visitor sympathized: “How yqu- must miss

dear Wilbur."

Worth Pondering

bills.

the way from Pfafftown.

experimenting with freezing

Death Costs More
(Oxford Public Ledger)

“Yes,” said the widow wistfully, “it seems but
yesterday that he stood at that very door, holding
it open until two mes c-m' in

(Roy Thompsen, Winston-Salem Journal)

Mrs. Sid Hutchens wrote a letter to lh&d\ﬂ
of The Journal the other day and sent it in

She said she hated to say so, but she thinks g,y
that if Rita Hayworth or some other movie star
should appear on the stage of one of the theaters "y o

m. “wme wuuld almost be tempted to go and

A certainly something to think about. e

await final action by the Senate
since the socalled Great Debate
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Europe inte:
mean Americ:

port the North Atlantic command
with troops.

The delay comes in the period
most precarious for the
whole effort to preserve the peace
ore the creation of actual
strength. It comes on the eve
another foreign ministers' confer-
which the Soviets could turn

A propa
to convince Western Europeans
that the whole defense effort is
futile and unn

candidate s not required. The
magic of the name will be con-
clusively demonstrated. The Taft
forces will be beaten back. Eisen-
hower will be nominated trium-

phantly
So much for the dream. Meas-
ured  against reality, it contains

one obvious possible flaw. The
Eisenhower men profess absolute
confidence that he will consent
to run. But this is essentially be-
cause no politician wants to com.

mit himself to a Presidential can-+

this way. It was found that the animals did not
age while frozen. One man offered himself as a
guinea pig but the law wouldn't allow the experi-
ment to be made.

been conducted an

This set us to thinking. If the experiment had
had proved successful it would

have opened the way to a solution of many prob-
lems. For example in times of depression.a man
could just have himself frozen until times got better.
1 a couple wanted to go out at night and couldn't
find a babyssitter they could just have the children
frozen until they got back home. If a husband and

wife got in a

fuss one or the other could go to the

Like taxes, the cost of death is going uj
e Board of City Commissioners in m&hu

Tutldly night adopted a new scale of grave-digging
fees to

be charged for services at E.lmvbod ceme-

Y.

The charges are collected from unuerukm re-
questing the opening of graves in the cemetery
and the work is done supervision of the
Street Dtpanmen

charge W
being lnenéud by sl.so to $10; a junior-size .r-u

an adultsize grave is

00 or $125 more and there will be

I cost
no addition in the $2.00 charge for a baby grave.
atianlad

ecessary.
‘As one of those supporting the
need for troops to be sent without

to be satisfied that everything pos-
sible has been done to nhmrd
America's independence of action.
MORE DEBATE

Lodge argues that to ignore the
House will be to open the way to

didate who may not be a candi-
date at all. When pressed, the Eis-
enhower supporters admit that
Eisenhower has never giyen any.
thing like a firm commitment to
anyone. And Eifenhower is cer-
tainly quite genuinely doubtful
about the wisdom of a soldier be-
coming involved in politics. In the
end, Eisenhower's decision is very
likely to depend to a great extent
on none other than Sen. Robert A
Taft

For one thing. Sen. Taft. after
some hesitations, now appears
firmly to have embraced substan.
tially the “Chicago Tribune" ver-
sion of foreign policy, which is of
course dramatically op
everything Eisenhower stands for.
For another thing, there are plenty
of signs, as the “St. Louis Post-
Dispatch™ reported in a recent
series of welldocumented articles,
that Taft has entered into what
Post-Dispatch calls “a sin
liance" with Sen. Joseph MeC

upstairs
“Sh-h-h-heh,”

hear them .
There w:
voice came

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

(Ed. Note: Drew Pearson is on a flying tour of
Europe and the Middie East, survesing the world situ-
ation.)

PEC, Yugoslavia—For most of one day 1 have driven
along what is sometimes called “The Little Iron Curt
the border where Yugoslavia and Albania meet, for Yugo-
enjoys the unenviable distinction of being squeezed
Detween twp sections of the Iran Curtain with Buigaria and
Hungary on one side and Albania on the other.

deep freeze and remain frozen until the other got
over it. Since one doesn’t age while being frozen,
one could just have himself {rozen indefinitely if
need be until the world situation got better. The
idea is certainly worth pursuing.

‘Give Us Strength’ v
(Waynesville Mountaineer)

The istory is told that a well known woman
was entertaining her club. During the later’ part
of the evening, the pattering of tiny feet was heard

The hostess raised her hand for silence.
she said softly,
are going to deliver their good-night m .

it always gives me such a feeling of Toretoucs 1o
now listen.”

a moment of silence. then in a loud

these
“Mama, little bmlher has (nunﬂ a bedbug.”
Nagged Beyond The vae
(Thomasville Tribune)

Fantastically henpecked husband finally did
something entirely on his own initiative. He dropped

Poor Albanians Have Nothing To Lose

Try This One

(Marion Star)

1o satisfy everybody:
"Weu. that is a hlhy"'

"Th! children

(Southern Pines Pilot)

forthcoming $ilm
Brothers circus as
Among 3,000 extras,

Denounce Double-Crossmg Reds
IVI¥ picpose in visiing this iolaed, desolate part of the
Balkans was partly sentimental, partly o see whetber
the United States is getting credit for its program,
partly to gauge Yugoslav sentiment toward Russia and
the United States in an area far {rom the official blarney
e

Regarding the food program, the United States has
given the Y 000,000 worth of flour
with th that they sell it through their reg-

How tiny, primitive Albania—chiefly a

ing
tariff Joe Grundy. Perhaps the explanation is that

is a mation of extreme poverty where the le have
nothing to lose by trying new lus the fact that
any nation torn by a never-énding series of wars is an

mark-for Communism.
Al any rate, the border between R
and anti-Russian Yugoslavia now is nndd_ed with armed

of the b

. Many doctors and ministers who find them-
& selves at a loss for words when called upon to ad-

born infants—attractive and otherwise—
have adopted a standard comment which seems

we know became a hl( (oulll.lcd
-hen xhe clmﬂenm: hour -rnnd in-
tently at the baby as it lay in a pu-
arm, he exclaimed hnﬂilv. Wlll. h thll a baby?”

She’ll Be Somewhere

<n¢honeo(-numhero{mdcuu-ham

signed up by Paramount for extra roles in the
spectacle,
movie will be made at Sarasota with the Ringling
ckground.
Betty Hutton, Hddl Hopper and other Nl names.
somewhere, will be

s0 look hard, folks, whn the picture comes.

much more lengthy debate in the
Senate. The Wherry-Taft opposi-
tion would be bound to offer an
amendment calling for considera-
\lnn by the two branches of Con-
ess and even if this were de-
3ty o4 Senate, it would pro-

du'le_: a:l:‘llyil!l
ore, Lodge's preser,

is to leave the issue of m:r'vvnl
up to the Senate llone. but to put
before the House a resolution re-
quiring Ihc Joint Chiefs of Staff to
in the case. Thus
thl Jcs mld have to certify that

Big Top." The
Stars will include  Presumably this would do nuy
with the need for House hearin
Danny—  which would largely duplle-le
those already held 5ouat|y by the
two Senate cemm

Lesson For U. S.

TY years ago I had charge of 100 Bul,
ETL Lt e Lt Bl ey
means good valley—but the valley wasn't [Dod buluse 1t
had I.);m burn«llhonl by the Bulgarian army and my job
was rebuild homes of Serbian wid Illin
garian prisoners for labor. Wi elhohldm .B“-
pany of 100 mules and

:

transport com-
100 conscripted Albanmian mnll
sal around campfires—the Al
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